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A-D. Description fits a light first winter Thayer’s Gull. The
gull was seen at close range with many Herring and a first winter
Glaucous Gull to compare it to. First winter Iceland Gull
eliminated by dark terminal tail band. First winter
Glaucous-winged Gull by size (slightly bigger than a Herring) and
terminal band.

A-D. Convincing description of first-winter Thayer’s Gull.
White underside of flight feathers and uniform color of
upperparts without dark primaries or a light "window" eliminate
Herring and Iceland gulls.

A-D. Comments describe first year Thayer’s Gull. Good study.

A-D. What happened to this doc. for 11 months?

A-D. Adequate details. I suppose we are at the point in Iowa
when ID of Thayer’/s is simplified due to the assumption that
these birds indeed occur on a regular basis with Herring Gulls at
our large reservoirs. I can believe that the absence of dark
feathers in the primaries is probably adequate to ID these birds,
as long as the bill is dark, coloration even, and tail band is
not strongly demarcated.

SEND TO: none
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