
Records Committee, Iowa Ornithologists’ Union Printed: 09/07/93 

Thayer’s Gull Record Number: 87-28 
2 Dec 1987 Classification: A-D 

Saylorville Res., Polk Co., IA 
**S. Dinsmore, **M.Prescholdt, *Moore 
2-30 Dec, 1-2 birds; IBL 58:56, 74 

DOCUMENTATIONS 
Steve Dinsmore, 5-30 Dec, 26 Dec 
Mark Proeschlodt, 5 Dec, 9 Dec 
Francis L. Moore, 26 Dec 

REFERENCES 
Field Reports: IBL 58:56 
Records Committee: IBL 58:74 

VOTE: 3-II, 4-III 
III, Dinsmore description of "dark chocolate brown" birds is 

somewhat troublesome. Most of the chocolate I eat is much darker 
than I would expect any Thayer’s Gull to be. However, there is 
probably at least one acceptably documented bird in here. 

III, I am willing to accept that 1-2 (or even 3) Thayer’s 
Gulls were present, but I am bothered by a few points in the 
description. Mark’s first documentation sounds most like a 
Thayer’s. “Chocolate brown" doesn’t describe a Thayer’s Gull to 
me--names of colors mean different things to differnt people. 
What does "lacks an obvious dark terminal band" mean? Is there a 
non-obvious terminal band? I thought Thayer’s always had a darker 
terminal band to tail in lst year. 

II, Taken as a whole the documentations do tend to describe 
Thayer’s Gull. There are slight descrepancies between the 
documentations indicating a slightly different viewpoint on the 
Sight record of this species. 

III, It is interesting to note how the same bird can be 
"dark-chocolate brown" to one observer anbd "light brown" to 
another (i.e., Dinsmore and Moore). In any case there are 
probably at least two Thayer’s described in all of this (The dark 
one and the very pale one). 

II, Thayer’s probably regular enouh we don’t need to vote on 
each record. 

III, Convincing descriptions. 
II, Bleh! Lets vote this regular and stop looking at 

documentations.



g7-2P 

DOCUMENTATION FORM 

apecies?Thayer’s Gull 

How Many?e+ ilst-winter birds 
Laocation’Saylorville Reservoir, Folk Co. 

Habitat’sitting om ice with other gulls 

Date?2,5,9,13,23,26,30 Dec 1987 ' 
Timevapprax. 6:00-9:05 a.m, 
Ubservers Name and address:Steve Dinsmore 4024 Arkansas Dr. Ames, IA oteang: SOOO 

Others who saw bird:m.ob. 

Description of bird:On 2 Dec, I observed a ist-winter Thayer's Gull 
above the Saylorville dam. The bird was entirely dark, chocolate 
brown except for slightly darker wingtips and a darker Smudge around 
the eye. The bill was dark and was thinner and shorter than the bill 
of a nearby Herring Gull. The legs appeared dark. The head of this 
bird seamed smaller and more rounded than the head of the Herr i rig 
Gull. In flight, the undersides of the flight teathers were entirely 
pale with mo dark markings. The upperwing was uniform in color except 
that the outerwing was slightly darker. There was no Light "window" 
at the base of the primaries. The tail was the same color as the back 
and wings and lacked an obvious dark terminal band. Even in flight, 
the bird looked smaller than a Herring Gull. On &S Dec, Andy Fix and I 
ooserved two ist-winter Thayer’s Gulls above the dam. Ome of the 
birds was very dark and was probably the same bird I found on 2 Dec. 
The other bird was much paler and looked very white c$omnpared to 
Herring Gulls. We identified this bird as a Thayer‘’s Gull because of 
the small, thin bill, very rounded head, smaller size compared to 
Herring Gulls, pale undersides of the flight feathers, lack of a dark 
Cail band, and over all uniform body color. I Saw one or both of 
Chese birds several times over the next three weeks. I also suspect 
that a third bird was present, but I cannot be positive. 

Similar species and how eliminated: The overall dark color of the bird 
and the lack of paler wingtips eliminates first-winter Iceland Gull. 
The translucent flight feathers, uniform body color, lack of a 
“window" on the upperwing, smaller, thinner bill, rounder head, dark 
smudge around the eye, and smaller size eliminates first-winter 
Herring Gull. The uniform body color, lack of a dark tail band, anc 
translucent flight feathers eliminates first-winter Lesser 
Black-backed Gull. 

Viewing conditions and equipment: Viewing conditions were excellent 
with the sun behind me mast of the time. Estimated Viewing distance 
was usually about 200-300 yards. LT uged a Buschnell 20-45). spotting 
scope and Nikon &x23 binoculars, 

Previous experience with species:I have seen several Thayer ‘’s Gulls in 
fowa, including other birds at Saylorville Reservoir in fall 1986.



DOCUMENTATION FORM for extraordinary bird sightings in Iowa 3) -23 

What species? Thayer's Su ll How many? | 

Location? A\wove- Hye Sa lorville haw 

Type of habitat? laxqe water veservoir 

When? date(s): Nec. 6, 1987 time: 4/00 pm. to GIS > wm, 
Who?your name and address: Mark Proescholdt feed : Tsun 

others with you: Steve Ninsmare Andy Fix, Beth Proexhald?+ 
others before or after you: — 

Describe the bird(s) including only what you observed. Include size, Shape, details 
of all parts (bill, eye, head, neck, back, wing, tail, throat, breast, belly, under 
tail, legs, feet). Also mention voice and behavior. 

Steve. and Andy bad ound 2 -thayers Gpulis 

ac we were viewiwg the qu. + just concentrated my 

efter t$ on the Phases Gull + had in my Scope. this gull WAS : 

ligt uniform brown color, had an all black bill ond - 7 

wal dail end. at yer hoger , — ert pee es 

ator davies ow the trailivg |eg= “ £5 ee 

# . wints, T+ was (00 wards away and Piying ose por a oe oo 

+t bad a counded —lookivg ead Shape and the head and bed 

Colo 4s Upper 
Wings Were] relatively unc cml y

 brown , ats upper Jai had 

ao broad brow Joyrwni na | 

OJ 

+e 

hand that matches the alr of te body. 

with He. \page of the ail lighter, t+ was quite diffevout — looking Han 

Ywo alundant [8 year Herring fe Galls with it which were cax Ker- overall, 
) \ 

Ex cw o smudgo through the eye of ene of the Thayers jw Steves scope), 

Similar species and how eliminated: , 

| year Heriva Gulls ave darker over-all, have much darkec wing +ps, 
a dark 4railing edge on upper wings, and adack, blackish tail band, 
Did any one disagree or have reservations about identification? We 

If yes, explain: 

Viewing conditions: give lighting, distance (how measured), and optical equipment: 

Cloudy » Light behind us ) diSeuces estimated, §X30 BimolsS, QQxX Scope. 

Previous experience with species and stimilar ones: 
Have Seow Seme iw Past winters, 
References and persons consulted before writing description: 
Benders BL vol, 56% No. 3 ow “Thayer's Gulls 5” vatl, GOOG. Bixds of M. AmeniCr 
How long before field notes made? while viewiva + this form completed? feb. 20, /7&8 

Pur evenivw 
MAIL TO: T. H. Kent, Field Reports Editor, 211 Richards Street, Iowa City IA 52240 



DOCUMENTATION FORM for extraordinary bird sightings in Iowa 87-27 

What species? phayex's Sul How many? | 

Location? A\eve the Sarlocille Nan 

Type of habitat? _daxqo Water xeServoi 

When? date(s): Nec. = IG sz time: 3:309. wm, to 400 @ wa. 

Who?your name and address: ‘Mx Proeschaldt, L isComh, fou 

others with you: Steve Dinsmore , Beth Proesche ldt-, Bohs Ceci | 
others before or after you: Evagne. aud Eloise Arm sfrowg gulled Up GS We eaving 

Describe the bird(s) including only what you observed. Include size, shape, details 
of all parts (bill, eye, head, neck, back, wing, tail, throat, breast, belly, under 
tail, legs, feet). Also mention voice and behavior. 

Steve. spotted ANS different looking qul( siting ww tye 

it are wth +housende of othor gulls, tt was vecy light in 

Colo wide uuctecm body colx aud a vininited head, att wes 

smaller than the Herding Gulls heside rh st few just a few 

Lives and bad very light wivgs, tts secondaries wore all light. 

t+ tad Frosty wings when Fiying reminiscent of hayes, Glauceus, or 

tieland alls’ hut ohx K Wing HPs Were Seon W
hen rt was Lo vting , 

act wns ve diferout fem Henning Gul Is im Colony - 

Similar species and how eliminated: 
Hearing — Qe aan dar Kor overall) have much oo wiva tips, 

US and celau Sulls dent 
Did any one pins or have veservatille “about tien ification? AO 

If yes, explain: 

Viewing conditions: give lighting, distance (how measured), and optical equipment: 

Paty Sunny with sun belhiud US, [00-200 yards ak2Y. SXF Brnecs, AQX Scope, 

Previous experience with species and stimilar ones: 

Have Seon Some in past Winters, 
References and gays consulted before writing description: 
BeuderfS Bl ucl SP Ae-3 ew Thayer's Sulk:> Wat) Ges Birds of M. Amovil2 . 

How long before field ‘notes made? while viewing this form completed? feb, 20, 1¢§8 

MAIL TO: T. H. Kent, Field Reports Editor, 211 Richards Street, Iowa City IA 52240



DOCUMENTATION FORM for extraordinary bird sightings in Iowa 37-29 

What species? They er's Guil How many? «ss Is im. 

Location? Just Nucthet Seyforyille Dam, Rik, Co, 

Type of habitat? ,/\ 4, other gvils on ice abeve the daw 

When? date(s): Decembev 26 1937 time: ito a. tO Stis an 

Who?your name and address: Francis L. Moore, 336 faivtietd Sh, Water oe IA S703 

others with you: Seve Dinsmore | , ore Ci neohuaten, ae ia nett Si Sinn be, 
- a | a] Ld Pf 3 

others before or after you: Nene. 

Describe the bird(s) including only what you observed. Include size, shape, details 
of all parts (bill, eye, head, neck, back, wing, tail, throat, breast, belly, under 
tail, legs, feet). Also mention voice and behavior. 

This particvier bird was on te 140 abort the dem with lots of other gulls, 
Therve were Saver 4iyyst year He ve ing GUIS in the grep. This pard appacrect 

to have a mere wounded Mad with a smaller lvl ing billie the ethy fhist 
ad au Ils, When fle gv ll Haw tooo ge me dave ness tm Phe. vgdew gure 

of fle Prime vies as it whekd Aww ad, Th. upper Sur fs of M. Wings tient 

backe were WM paw ee oe lot brew color with re (gat pth hark conwa st 

in Fla wings, Thx lead ing Primerits wer vot mich. dadeoe thea +1e <5} of 

Hi upper surtacof tle wing, The bend uns aboot 
tLe Sere eles ay Ot. 

movtles a Hewing qu il wet have had oe bi cn bead , ie: an alge 

was & slight bit Se, to Oe 
Hewiny Geils aU avert. 

Similar species and how eliminated: Heyying Gull 15t yx. , would have mort confost 
haw Lng § Fhyow sb b nck. Crtt. ak ow (iter Colaved head. Hevving seas t ilse hare 

Did any one disagree or have reservations about identification? Rie 

If yes, explain: 

Viewing conditions: give lighting, distance (how measured) , and optical equipment: 

Very gerd Vike ing Cond deen A bright overcast fe Senay trem i a Zoe - 402 yards 

using Celestin 33X tke geope. 

Previous experience with species and similar ones: Waye identified soye ek Thayer's 

References and persons consulted before writing description: None 

How long before field notes made? Nene made _ this form completed? Fe degs 

® LJ ° - 

| a § ; 4 0 ‘ oT; 4 . ' A 



27-37 

DOCUMENTATION FORM 

opecles “Thayer & toul 

How Manysl ist-winter 

Locationsbaylorville Weservoir, Folk Uo. 

Habitat sysitting on 1ce with other gulis 

Cate vie Dec IlYa?7 

Time vapprox. G2OUersgi oS a.m. , 

Ubservers Name and address:oteve Dinsmore 4024 Arkansas Dr. Ames, IA 

a 

~ 

Withers who Saw obirdikrancis Moore, Jim Sinclair, Bery Engebretsen 

Description of bird:As part of the Des Moines CHC, the tour of us met 

at the baylorville dam to check over the ducks and quills on the lake. 

L was Looking througm the gulls that were sitting on the ice when I 

moticed a dark, tirst-winter gull that was smaller than nearby 

first-winter Herring Gulls. he Oi1rd was entirely dark, chocolate 

brown except tor slightly darker wingtips and a darker smudge around 

the eye. The bill was dark and was thinner and shorter than the bill 

of €& Herring Gull. Leg color was nok seen. The head of this bird 

seemed smaller and more rounded than the head of a Herring Gull. Jim, 

Francis, gh Hery were Just starting to Look at the bird when about 

thirty gulls, including the suspected Thayer's, took off. The birds 

circled ey ieee aA Couple of times and then tlew directly over us and 

on down the river. Im tlight, the bird had the tollawing wing 

Hatter. The upperwing was unitorm 1m color except that the outerwing 

i) ES one ky darker. There® was ma Light "window" at the base of the 

primaries. The rlight teathers, viewed from underneath, were entirely 

translucent Sarr’ for a dark nari at the tip of primaries 1-4 or &. 

The tail was the same color as tne back and wings and lacked an 

GAYLOUS Jace terminal band. Even in tlight, tne bird looked smaller 

than & Herring bull, 

mimidar species and how @liminated: The overall dark color of the bird 

and tne lack of paler wingtips eliminates ftirst-winter Iceland Gull. 

The translucent tlignht teathers, unitorm body color, lack ot a 

“windaw an the upperwing, smaller, thinner bili, rounder nead, dark 

Smudge around the eye, and smaller Gite @liminates tirst-winter 

Herring Gull, The unitorm body calar, meer Of a dark tail band, and 

tranmslucemt tlight teathers @liminates tirst-winter Lesser 

Biack--backed touil. 

Viewing conditions and @quipmentiViewing conditions were excellent 

with ENe sun bpemind us aon a clear day. Eatimated Vlewing distance was 

4no yards om the perched bird ana geefoane yards when the bird tlew over 

LIS. Loused a buschnell 24-45é_ spoathing scape and Nikon &x2s3 

Hirimagculars., 

idles Sxperience with species: tf have seen several Thayer's Gulls in 

fowa, aneluding at least three other birds at Sayiorville Reservoir in



Y7-LY 

December Lovo. 

Rererences consulted: Nos Fleld Guide to tne birds ot North _Americe tenes seen . . + eeses, oe . ~- a8 oem t 

How Long oerare trield notes were maderbriet nates written during tne 

GOnNservatian 

HOW Long oeroare this torm was completed twritten on 4+ Jan 1986


