Records Committee, Iowa Ornithologists’ Union Printed: 09/07/93

Thayer’s Gull Record Number: 87-28
2 Dec 1987 Classification: A-D

Saylorville Res., Polk Co., IA

**S, Dinsmore, **M.Prescholdt, *Moore

2-30 Dec, 1-2 birds; IBL 58:56, 74

DOCUMENTATIONS

Steve Dinsmore, 5-30 Dec, 26 Dec

Mark Proeschlodt, 5 Dec, 9 Dec

Francis L. Moore, 26 Dec
REFERENCES

Field Reports: IBL 58:56

Records Committee: IBL 58:74
VOTE: 3-II, 4-III

III, Dinsmore description of "dark chocolate brown" birds is
somewhat troublesome. Most of the chocolate I eat is much darker
than I would expect any Thayer’s Gull to be. However, there is
probably at least one acceptably documented bird in here.

III, I am willing to accept that 1-2 (or even 3) Thayer’s
Gulls were present, but I am bothered by a few points in the
description. Mark’s first documentation sounds most like a
Thayer’s. "Chocolate brown" doesn’t describe a Thayer’s Gull to
me--names of colors mean different things to differnt people.
What does "lacks an obvious dark terminal band" mean? Is there a
non-obvious terminal band? I thought Thayer’s always had a darker
terminal band to tail in 1st year.

II, Taken as a whole the documentations do tend to describe
Thayer’s Gull. There are slight descrepancies between the
documentations indicating a slightly different viewpoint on the
sight record of this species.

III, It is interesting to note how the same bird can be
"dark-chocolate brown" to one observer anbd "light brown" to
another (i.e., Dinsmore and Moore). In any case there are
probably at least two Thayer’s described in all of this (The dark
one and the very pale one).

II, Thayer’s probably regular enouh we don’t need to vote on
each record.

III, Convincing descriptions.

II, Bleh! Lets vote this regular and stop looking at
documentations.



87-29

DOCUMENTATION FORM

Species?Thaver 's Gull
How Many?2+ lst-winter birds
Location?8aylorville Reservoir, Folk Co.

Habitat?sitting on ice with other gulls

Date?2,3,9,13,23,26,30 Dec 1987

TimeTapprox. B:00-8:0% a.m. r
Observers Name and address:Steve Dinsmore 4024 Arkansas Dr. Ames, IA
50010

Others who saw bird:m.ob.

Degscription of bird:On 2 Dec, I observed a lst-winter Thayer ‘s Gull
above the Saylorville dam. The bird was entirely dark, chocolate
brown except for slightly darker wingtips and a darker smudge around
the eye. The bill was dark and was thinner and shorter than the bill
of a nearby Herring Gull. The legs appeared dark. The head of this
bird seemed smaller and more rounded than the head of the Herring
Gull. In flight, the undersides of the flight feathers were entirely
pale with no dark markings. The upperwing was uniform in color except
that the outerwing was slightly darker. There was no light "window"
at the base of the primaries. The tail was the same color as the back
and wings and lacked an obvious dark terminal band. Even in flight,
the bird looked smaller than a Herring Gull. 0On 5 Dec, Andy Fix and I
observed two lst-winter Thayer’'s Gulls above the dam. One of the
birds was very dark and was probably the same bird I found on 2 Dec.
The other bird was much paler and looked very white compared to
Herring Gulls. We identified this bird as a Thayer ‘s Gull because of
the small, thin bill, very rounded head, smaller size compared to
Herring Gulls, pale undersides of the flight feathers, lack of a dark
tail band, and over all uniform body color. I saw one or both of
these birds several times over the next three weeks. I also suspect
that a third bird was present, but I cannot be positive.

Similar species and how eliminated: The overall dark color of the bird
and the lack of paler wingtips eliminates first-winter Iceland Gull.
The translucent flight feathers, uniform body color, lack of a
"window" on the upperwing, smaller, thinner bill, rounder head, dark
smudge around the eye, and smaller size eliminates first-winter
Herring Gull. The uniform body color, lack of a dark tail band, and
translucent flight feathers eliminates first-winter Lesser
EBlack-backed Gull.

Viewing conditions and equipment:Viewing conditions were excellent
with the sun behind me most of the time. Estimated viewing distance
was usually about 3Z00-500 yvards. [ used a Buschnell 20-4%5x spotting
scope and Nikon 8x22% binoculars.

Frevious experience with species:I have seen several Thayer ‘s Gulls in
lowa, including other birds at Saylorville Reservoir in fall 1986,



DOCUMENTATION FORM for extraordinary bird sightings in Iowa 3)-28
What species? "r’f\dlj_«?‘fLS GUKH How many? J
Location? A\;ové- “H'\Q _Q:u{lo*'\fm@- Daw
Type of habitat? [ax@e wwatex vegen-voiv
When? date(s):__DBec. &, 1987 time: 4,00 pwm. to_4/1S o w,
Who?your name and address: f"bo(‘K on'é’édn_olc}‘f' (_'\SCoJmL , Towa
others with you:  Sfeve. Niws meve 3 A'ncltj ‘\CTK; Reth meiibfozf’

others before or after you: —_—

Describe the bird(s) including only what you observed. Include size, shape, details
of all parts (bill, eye, head, neck, back, wing, tail, throat, breast, belly, under
tail, legs, feet). Also mention voice and behavior.

steve and Mdy had pund 2 Huers SGulls
0t we weve viewwg +he gqulk. o just Comcentrated iy |
effocts on the Thateds Gull = had iw my scope. This gull was |
o lidkt underw boww celor, ud an all black' bill, ond a Jn.ddzv-c}rowﬂ
l | : : Hs Ly primavies Gwm
tewival Hail bomd . T had u@gfa‘:ﬂk&;%, T\f.gg m:’emr 1s Yo i
; { o ﬁ'\li“ﬂ edgee 1S uwae i
Setondaxies en thé He ; : n Hhe watexr
of e wiwls, Tt was joo wascds awoey amd Flying amd sitivg &

[ )Le ¢
] ,. .Vg ;L(QP aM t ‘;Q Leﬂd (!nﬂcj L)O(llj bje\{Q i L2
it LL‘(I a (!)U,,M,Jed—-- fbk\ L\E,ﬂJ C] | s

broad hrown toxwainal bamd Hut natches Hhe alov of Hhe hods -

W o \age of the dail lghter ot was quife difrewt - looKig Fhom
:}4;0. CL\:;KV\ARM+ fﬂ Yeax™ H“’—WQ”\_"\ & Sulls with 14 which we:\ﬂ?_ Jarzax—\ averall.
fr s oo Swmudge Jcowgh the eye of eme of the Thaye's iw Steves scepe),

Similar species and how eliminated: ' i
12 yeax Heramd Gulls axe dackoc ove—all, have much .CJQ.VKZ’X‘ wing Hps,
o daxck +eailing edge om ugper winas, and a dack Mackish +ail bawd.

Did any one disagree or have reservations about identification? Ao

If yes, explain:

Viewing conditions: give lighting, distance (how measured), and optical equipment:

C10L\Cl‘i , }igh\‘f' Lekaué ws, dishces e§ﬁwmlecz, &X30 Binels, Q3 Scope

Previous experience with species and srfimilar ones:

Hwe Seom Seme w §ast winters. )

References and persons consulted before writing description: .

Bemde s iBLp vel,58°, Mo, 3 ow Thaker's Gul Sng{-FL Gesg. Bixds of A AmecCa

How long before field notes made? whie vewivd < this form completed? Feb. 20, J7€8
Yt evemiwg

MAIL TO: T. H. Kent, Field Reports Editor, 211 Richards Street, Iowa City IA 52240




DOCUMENTATION FORM for extraordinary bird sightings in lowa 37-2%

What species? “T114A&€?<%S (E;:Lk" How many? ]
Location? A}DO‘J@_ ~=H\_€ S‘a& zo*(\f\”e_ Mw\
Type of habitat?  [ax@e watex” xelexvoiv
When? date(s): Nec. 9. 1987 time: '3230@.m. to 4000w,
Who?your name and address: /Vb:(K ?\'OE‘SC_LL@H—}", LESC‘Q'W\L‘:, L

others with you: SHeye  Diwsmeve. | Beth ?TOEQCMH‘/", EOL Ceei |

others before or after you: Euvgome. and Eloise hgﬁo%?uhl[ecl up as we T;"Lfi’-wﬁ

Describe the bird(s) including only what you observed. Include size, shape, details
of all parts (bill, eye, head, neck, back, wing, tail, throat, breast, belly, under
tail, legs, feet). Also mention voice and behavior.

5‘)’6’.\}6. S@o'HEcJ s J(%YW*F‘JMKMQ gu.l( si'ﬂiwg ;\,\%9,
wotex with thousouds of othex qulls, =+ was very light iw

DloY with uwdrm bedy @lr awd a vouwded head, T+ was
cwallec than the Heorng Gulls beside i T Aow just o Fow

Limes and hud very light wiwgs, TH  Secondaries were all light

Tt hd Fosky wings whew Figing reminiscen of Thayes, Slandous, ox
scelomd Fulls, but dick wing Hps weve Seem whew it was +loating,
b wis verd  diffecout fRem fecang Gulls iw calevivg -

Similar species and how eliminated:

Hecrind Sulls ace wueh dackeor ovecall, have much daxker wiva Hips,

omd o ek failing edpe on uppof gty Slucans and ogens Sulls dowt

Did any one disagree or have reservations about identification? A0

If yes, explain:

Viewing conditions: give lighting, distance (how measured), and optical equipment:

Pactly Sumng with sun behind WS, [00-200 yacds awsy . Sx3o Bimecs. 22X Scepe,

Previous experience with species and sfimilar ones:
H&U‘E e Seme  iw Past wivntevs,
References and persons consulted before writing description: .
BewderfX LBL Uil & Ne3 ow ‘Thayers Sulk; Maf| Ge#q Bivds of V. AmeviCa .
How long before field notes made? while viewiwg this form completed? feh, 20,1488

MAIL TO: T. H. Kent, Field Reports Editor, 211 Richards Street, Iowa City IA 52240



DOCUMENTATION FORM for extraordinary bird sightings in Iowa §87-2y
What species? Thajer's Guil How many? |
Location?_Jusf Noctbof Seuloryille Dam Cojk cp,
Type of habitat? . # aﬁ,"_};ml; on ice above the dum

{

When? date(s):_ Deiombov 2¢ 1927 time:  Ziip 40 t0 81 gan

Who?your name and address: Franc.s L. Mocre, 33¢ Faiclietd St Watecloe 1A 50703

others with you:_SHeve Dinsmoce 4ws .6,3,-. E,MLW{;‘-,\ Des Moines® J,,. Sineleiv,

Indidgnsia
Mcm.

others before or after you:

Describe the bird(s) including only what you observed. Include size, shape, details
of all parts (bill, eye, head, neck, back, wing, tail, throat, breast, belly, under

tail, legs, feet). Also mention voice and behavior.

This Pnrf.cular- bird was o~ He 1¢e alpve He dew wilh tods o f other gulls,
Theve were sever-l Jist gae Hevving Guils in vis Grrwp. Thispard appervel
to have oo woevt xovnded beawd with a smaller Lok g bl e e ot (35T
?f-f" ‘j,udS Whew 1o j""” Hoaoio feavid s v davlbntsd b B valer Sowrfitc
of He pyimavies as (4 whaded avpond. The uppdrSurhﬂL of Ha wings and
bavke were el ot cnifrem light bormon colov it no gt o ik centmst
in Fla wings, The l2adiny primevies we vt ot wmuch duviior Hia e vest of
He vpper Swrbie of e wing, e hewd was aboot He fane ol as Ho

mentliy o fening quil ot d Rave bad o Nghter bead Thisg bivd alse

vy . M S
wad & 5\tJl\.1' b + EIMU_;-( ’ — +L-L ‘l"tt?w: V\- G “5 A ve

Similar species arzi how eliminated: ;.[L”n Bl . 15 i vl Saie et dmichit
dine wings bhvev il b e eveon sl oo Lighltey Exloved “hueel, - § ade il
v 3 cped p J il 4o He head. "Jﬂff-n_) wovtd sz har

Did any one disagree or have reservations about identification? N

If yes, explain:

Viewing‘cond'itions give lighting, distance (how measured), and optical equipment:
\,u? ™ g eerd Vi€kew. "y Cend ,'fm‘.ms X b;ijl:-f cercast L&.-;aj ‘fv—rm. :\_n,-,w 200 - doz P
u)“’lj C« l'isf‘rm 33X ek S d&t

Previous experience with species and s1mi1ar ones: Wive idsntific

G HS [uﬁ f’ € Y Psyeince Chf ('rr_,ﬂ vzl f’\ 411 -b; “ P | ﬁu“.s
References ‘and persons consulted befgre wr'1t1ng descmptmn Noae.

d Se v & etk ‘TL(»AJ-L Ys

How long before field notes made?  Ncae made  this form completed? 3 de:}:




£7-25

DOCUMENMTATLON FOkRM

specires fThayer s Gull
How Many 1 lst-winter
Locationsbavlorville Reservolr, Folk Co.

Habpitatrsitting on 1ce with other gulls

Date?26 Dec 1987

TimetYapprox. 8:O00-85:1035 a.m.

Ubservers Name and address:bdbteve Dinsmore 4024 Arkansas Dr. Aames, IA
S0l

Uthers who saw bard:Francis floore, Jim Sinclair, Bery Engebretsen

Description of birdiAs part of the Des Moines CBC, the four of us met
at the Savliorvaille dam to check over the ducks and qgulls on the lake.
I was looking through the gulls that were sitting on the ice when 1
noticed a dark, first-winter gull that was smaller than nearby
first—winter Herring Gulls. The Dird was entirely dark, chocolate
brown except tor slightly darker wingtips and a darker smudge around
the eve. The bill was dark and was thinner and shorter than the bill
ot & Herring Gull. Leg color was not seen. The head ot this bird
zeemed smaller and more rounded than the head of a Herring Gull. Jim,
Franclis, and Bery were just starting to look at the bird when about
thirty gulls, including the suspected Thaver s, took off. The birds
circled the lake a couple ot times and then flew directly over us and
o down the rlver ., in +light, the bird had the tollowing wing
pattern. The upperwing was unitorm in color except that the outerwing
was slightly darker. There was Mo light "window" at the base of the
DL MEr L e, The +light +teathers, viewed from wunderneath, were entirely
translucent except for a dark matrk at the tip of primaries 1-4 or 5.
The tai1l was the same color as the back and wings and lacked an
pbhvious dark terminal band. Even 1n flight, the bird looked smaller
than & Herring Gull.

Similar species and how eliminated: The overall dark color otr the bird
and the lack of paler wingtips 2liminates first-winter lceland Gull.
The translucent +light feathers, unitorm body color, lack of a
“window' on the upperwing, smaller, thinner bill, rounder head, aark
smucgs around the eve, and smaller size @liminates first-winter
Herring Gull. The unitorm body color, lack of a dark tail band, and
translucent +light teathers eliminates rirst-winter Lesser
Black—-backed Gull.

v

Yismwing conditions and equipmeantiViewling conditions were edcellent
with the sun oenhind us on a clear dav. Estimated viewing distance was
4ul yards on the perchned bird ano 40-50 vards when the bird flew over
= Loused a buschnell ZG-40x spotting scope and Mleon 8x23
plnoculars.

Frrevious SHpErlence with species: [ have seen several Thaver s Gulls in
lowa, including at least three other birdse at Saylorville Reservolr in



December Y87 .
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How Long petore rield notes were maderbrietr notes writtien auwring tne

GDservatlon

How long cetore this +torm was completedywritten on 4 Jan 19868



