Records Committee, Iowa Ornithologists’ Union Printed: 09/01/93

Black-headed Grosbeak Record Number: 82-10
20 May 1982 Classification: NA
Rush Lake, Palo Alto Co., IA

*R. Harms, Mrs. K. Sernett (letter)

IBL 52:61; 53:36

DOCUMENTATION

Mrs. Ken Sernett

Ronald Harms
REFERENCES

Field Reports: IBL 52:61

Records Committee: IBL 53:36
VOTE: 1-II1, 6-1IV

IV, No real description.

IV, At least a hybrid, need eyeline color for full species.
Poor deatil.

IV as bl.h., III suggest hybrid, Rush Lake =-- little descr.
exc. breast. Grous farm --no desc (sernett).

IV, Insufficient documentary details for a nonhybrid
identification.

IV, Most likely a hybrid, based on location and date.
REVOTE (at meeting, 20 November 1982): no change



§2-1°
Summary of Review of an Ornithologic Observation
by the Records Commtittee

of the lowa Ornithologists' Union

SPECIES:Black-headed Grosbeak

DATE SEEN: 20 May 1982

Mabel Grous' grove, Pocahontas Co., Iowa
SITE OF OBSERVATION: Rysh Lake, Palo Alto Co., Iowa

OBSERVERS:  Sernett, Harms
DATE OF REVIEW: 22 August 1982
METHOD OF REVIEW: mail vote

CLASSIFICATION OF RECORD: IV

COMMENTS: The records committee felt that the descriptions submitted were not
sufficient to rule out the possibility that these birds were hybrids
between Black-headed and Rose-breasted Grosbeaks. Such hybrids are
common in eastern Nebraska and eastern South Dakota and so would be
expected to occur in Iowa as well from time to time. Female hybrids
would be very difficult if not impossible to distinguish from female
Black-headed grosbeaks since this species is itself somewhat variable.
Points that would indicate that a female was a pure-black-headed
rather than a hybrid would include yellowish or brownish head-striping,
bright yellow underwing converts, warm yellow/brown underparts, as
on the bird observed, and reduced streaking on the underparts,

But it should be repeated that it may be impossible to identify pure
female Black-headed Grosbeaks in the field.

ini i i ilable to the
The opinions expressed here are based on the information aval :
Commigtee and should not necessarily preclude an alternate interpretation
by those who observed the bird firsthand.

Any action may be re-reviewed upon submission of additional evidence.

tion of Classification: _ .
Exp}aga1abe]ed, diagnostic specimen, photograph, or recording available for

review by the Committee

i i tly by 3 or more observers
II = acceptable sight record documented independen
II1 = acceptable sight record documented by 1 or 2 observers
IV = probably correct record, butdnot b:yoqdddoubt
= ord with insufficient evidence to judge ‘
V¥ = ;ﬁgbgny incorrect identification, escapee, or otherwise unacceptable record

Classification is based on the highest category aareed upon by six of seven
committee members.
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DOCUMENTATION FORM for extraordinary bird sightings in Iowa f¥2-(0

What species? Bloik- Meaded fKoihest 4 How many? ,or o &
. - _ prec
Location?_Sa. /74 §/e ﬁ’ﬁl{ Ao ’(c'/ [t ALE L nd /%’//:' Lores s gocie JapobenTos Ce.
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When? date(s): T e i time: to
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others before or-after you: g,7 ALose cCueeosd B e | P e e o g
g o E’. /,t"fé'.i'.s'd'-‘:’.f “ ;e Hﬂd

Describe the bird(s) including only’what you observed. Include size, shape, details

of all parts (bill, eye, head, neck, back, wing, tail, throat, breast, belly, under

tail, legs, feet). Also mention voice and behavior. 7 cj... 7. dec<men? 7he
One 77 7The Mebk Grous greie becomse P was sech Seress / Tiine Be
s aa ez/’t‘;uwced’ chservep, F e what o F wis wike s sle
d/j‘ ",c-,'T t‘.;,?' S ae ;'” P& Py poi{-',/fc-lv7 Sed ras 1‘?. 7’4?*
i d 7 »1 nSon] dad ve So
/;!'l/( cJ/A‘{‘?*‘}-ﬂ d'ld/ .7 7;1‘#\ /1/' ‘2‘»’ o 7 e
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/.7— i f"’""‘{ //If(-f‘

g a ; 5 o 1{“"1’::'# , é p 7
Sad Hre ,,,‘s;.é/e- 5/?9;:,{,7 on The /Vt‘//f sh-cringe bres

2 L ﬂ;{:/-i-‘
fer Several wii7, gud hdsrn'/ beon SeCh Srné€l . Mo (5:d P26 77 7
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Similar species and how eliminated: Jhire were m 24y L fesc-bresled Srownd

Jo Eempite

Did any one disagree or have reservations about identification? Ve <
7

If yes, explain: @?/ Conmine ¥ lco KenT (i wcsant)

Viewing conditions: give lighting, distance (how measured), and optical equipment:
//';?'57'117 j“-“’( (/'5".-_‘/;.-”.,7,' /7/}: ¢y es ra .;»‘n.// f&?_::v;
distawmps  Wikad 2a 7_;’;//_; y

. . g 4 — /. > e 7o d

Previous experience with species and similar ones: jf“‘-" & Mse bresipF - 4 /gl

04 e et N P Coo ol e

References and persons consulted before writing description: ""’4‘”’“

Bay Cowmins + BFer3ens Gilide
How long before field notes made? this form completed? < « < £s
Ahn Scrac??7 fod mes? o) fe, tepe, 7w AT Ten boJere we $7 hockh T Tesnn

MAIL TO: T. H. Kent, Field Reports Editor, 211 Richards Street, Iowa City IA 52240




