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Brown Pelican at Rathbun Reservoir, lowa, on
May 31, 1993, Photograph/Reid I. Allen.

ing Plovers consisted of a pair at a Woodbury,
1A, power plant May 13 (BH) and three at the
lowa Power and Lights ponds May 9 (B &
LP). The Regional trend of increased Black-
necked Stilt reports continued this spring,
with four at Horseshoe L., MO, Apr. 27
(DE), two in Carrol, IL, May 8 (L]), and two
at Amana L., [A, May 20 (TTS, 1TK, tRPi,
ph. eral). Am. Avocets were reported in good
numbers; notable sightings included four in
Jefferson, KY, Apr. 14 (MM et al), 17 at L.
Spfld., Apr. 20 (DBo), a winter-plumaged
bird at Headlands Beach S.P., OH, Apr. 25
(LR, JW), and one at the Delaware W.M.A.,
OH, May 4 (KA). Whimbrels are rarely seen
away from the Great Lakes; consequently, the
four in Fulton, KY, May 22 (PB, ]Be, BBC),
and 13 at Horseshoe L., MO, May 23 (LK)
were extraordinary. The only Marbled God-
wit reported e. of the Mississippi R. appeared
in Allen, IN, Apr. 17 (EPo), to establish a new
early arrival date for that state. The Least
Sandpiper flight was sparse; peak counts were
only 60 at L. Cal., May 15 (WM) and 56 at
Colo Ponds, IA, May 19 (HZ). White-
rumped Sandpipers were reported in every
state; the highest count was 2000+ in n.w.
MO, May 25 (DE). Pectoral Sandpiper num-
bers were disturbingly low; few reports ex-
ceeded 100 birds, and several active observers
found none. Stilt Sandpipers were also scarce;
the highest count was 20-25 near Bondurant,
KY, May 11 (CP). A Ruff appeared April 7 in
Delaware W.M.A., OH, (1KA) and a bird be-
lieved to be a female was at the Woodburn
sewage ponds, IN, May 2 (tHaw). Counrs of
both dowitchers were extremely low across
the Region; the only concentration consisted
of 200 Short-billeds at Ottawa N.W.R., OH,
May 9 (fide LR). Indiana’s first confirmed
Com. Snipe nesting since 1934 was made May
17 when an adult and two chicks were ob-
served in Orange (JCt ph.). For the first time
this century, Wilson’s Phalaropes nested in
Missouri; a nest was observed May 22-27 in
Holr, MO (1DE, ph.).

GULLS, TERNS

Inland Laughing Gull sightings included sin-
gletons in Gibson, IN, Apr. 18 (GB), at Eagle
Cr. Park, IN, Apr. 25 (1CK), at Kentucky
Dam May 8 (MM er al), and at Falls of the
Ohio, KY, May 23 (BM er al). A Franklin's
Gull seen flying over the Mississippi R. in

Fulton, KY, May 22 (PB, ]Be, BBC) was note-
worthy for that location. A breeding-
plumaged Mew Gull at L. Decatur, IL, Mar. §
(tMD) was unexpected. The Ring-billed and
Herring gull colony at L. Cal. was estimated
to contain 20,000-25,000 birds (JL). Indi-
ana's first Slaty-backed Gull, a winter adulr,
was seen at Michigan City harbor Mar. 13
(TKB, 1SBa,tJCa, TLH er al). A first-year
Iceland Gull lingered at Waukegan and the
Great Lakes Naval Training Center, IL, until
May 3 (JN). Noteworthy among numerous
Lesser Black-backed Gull reports were an
adult that wandered W to L. Macbride, 1A,
where it was seen Apr. 16 (1]F) and two adults
at REE.D.A., Mar. 12 (JZ). Glaucous Gulls
peaked at L. Cal., Mar. 21, when seven were
counted (DM), and a second-summer bird
remained at Waukegan until May 29 (JN).
An imm. Black-legged Kittiwake appeared ir-
regularly along the shoreline of s. L. Michi-
gan. It was first seen at Johnson Beach, IN,
Apr. 24 (JMc), then reappeared May 8 and
June 3 at Waukegan,IL (RHu, ASi, JN) and
May 28 at Chicago (RHu).

Regionwide, the Com. Tern migration was
perhaps typical of recent years. Northwest In-
diana, however, experienced the best flight in
a decade, with a peak count of 400 at Michi-
gan City harbor May 14 (KB). These may
have been birds that normally migrate along
L. Michigan’s w. shore, as concentrations
were very low in Chicago (fide EW). An Arc-
tic Tern discovered near Joliet, May 27 (1]M,
tJL, tWS, CA, JO, ph.), provided Illinois’
and record and the Regions first spring
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Snowy Plover at Headlands Beach State Park,
Ohio, on May 13, 1993. First state record.
Photograph/Larry Rosche.

record. Least Terns returned to the Gibson,
IN, nesting area May 9 (GB). Outstanding
among a number of fine late May Black Tern
counts in lowa was an impressive 1100 at L.
Amana May 26 (TK), representing one of the
highest Regional counts in a decade.

CUCKO0OS TO SWALLOWS

Cuckoos were scarce in every state except
Ohio, where both species were more preva-
lent than in recent springs (LR). In Cook,IL,
62 party hours of owl surveys Mar. 57, yield-
ed 42 E. Screech-Owls and 25 Great Horned
Owils (fide SLe). Snowy Owls lingered later
than normal. Three were reported ar Miegs
Field (Chicago lakefront) Mar. 14 and Apr. 8

(ASc, RHu). Inland records included singles
at LuVerne, 1A, Mar. 23 (fide MK) and in
Douglas, IL, Mar. 30 (fide RCh). The Short-
eared Owl migration was not impressive,
with singletons reported at only 3 locations in
Illinois and Indiana. Nesting was suspected
near W. Frankfort, IL, where two Short-
eareds remained through early summer (LSt).
Notable among a handful of N. Saw-whet
Owl records were a very responsive bird at
Salamonie Res., IN, Mar. 2 (Haw er al), one
found in dense red cedar in Knox, MO, Mar,
25 (CH, PMc er al), and one in Huron, OH,
Mar. 28 (JVa). Rarely detected except on terri-
tory, migrant Chuck-wills-widows were
found in a Fort Wayne, IN, city park Apr. 28

Rock Wren in Warren county, Ion,‘ou April 2.5,
1993. Photograph/Reid I. Allen.

(DWa) and in a lakefront lilac thicker ar
Michigan City harbor May 11 (LH). A calling
Chuck in /da, IA, May 17 (PE) was w. of this
species’ normal range. Thirty to 40 Chimney
Swifts were found dead around L. Spfid.,
where low-flying birds, forced down by cool
spring weather, collided with cars (fide DBo).
A & Rufous Hummingbird that visited a
feeder in rural Boone, 1A, May 8 & 9 (1SLa,
1JF, 1]Sc) provided the Region’s first spring
record. An early April ad. & sapsucker at the
Burr Oaks Nature Center, Blue Springs, MO,
created a lively debate among local birders.
Observers agreed that the bird possessed a red
nape and displayed other characteristics in-
consistent with a Yellow-bellied but were un-
able to reach a consensus on the bird’s iden-
tification. In Chicago, a Yellow-bellied Sap-
sucker lingered until May 23 (RHu). Pileated
‘Woodpeckers continued to expand, with sev-
eral sightings in previously unoccupied areas
within the Chicago metropolitan area.
Outstanding among a number of excellent
Chicago area Flycatcher counts recorded May
23 were 40 E. Wood-Pewees and 25 Yellow-
bellied Flycatchers (RHu). W. Kingbirds ap-
peared at 3 lllinois locations: in Bondville
May 5 (RCh), in Tinley Park May 28-29 (PW,
1JL, JM, ph., m.ob.), and in DuPage May
31(DT). The Purple Martin situation is bleak.
Several correspondents lamented their scarci-
ty; and the Region’s highest count was only 20
at Heidecke L., IL, May 24 (JM). Tree Swal-
lows fared a bit better, with counts of 2500+
flying S along the L. Michigan lakefront at
Highland Park, IL, Mar. 14 (WM) and 1500
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DOCUMENTATION FORM
Unusual Bird Sightings in lowa

Species: Rock Wren

Location: Home of David Youngblut, 957 Fillmore, Indianola, Warren Co.. IA
Habitat: Residential acreage with flower beds constructed of railroad ties
Date: 25 April 1993 Time: 8:30 to 9:00

Name and Address: Ann Johnson, 532 120th Avenue, Norwalk, 1A 50211

Other Observers: David Youngblut discovered the bird shortly before my
arrival, others were able to see it later

Description of bird: This small bird with a perky tail and chunky build
was instantly identifiable as a large wren. It was gray/brown above with
fine dark spotting. The throat and breast were light gray with fine, gray
streaks. The belly, flanks, and undertail were washed with bright buff.
The undertail coverts were heavily barred. The brown tail was barred with
black and had a black sub-terminal band with white to buff corners. The
bill was long and slightly decurved. There was a light superciliary, but
it was not as noticeable as with other wrens with this characteristic. The
legs were dark. As it searched for food in the crevices of the ties, it
exhibited a lot of bouncing and bobbing. The bird did not call.

Similar species and how eliminated: This bird was larger and grayer than
the usual Iowa wrens. The western sub-species of Bewick's Wren is gray but
is also much smaller with a strong superciliary. Canyon Wren would be
browner with white, uastreaked throat and breast.

Viewing conditions (light, distance, optics): The sky was partly sunny and
as | was looking down on the bird from the house, the sun was not a
problem. Estimated distances were as close as 15 feet. Observation was
through 7X26 binoculars.

Previous experience: I have seen a number of Rock Wrens in the west.

References consulted during observation: None

References consulted before completing documentation: National Geographic
guide

Field notes made: On return home

Documentation completed: Following day



