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VOTE: 2-I-P, 2-III, 1-V, i-VI, i-no vote 
III, I hope the photographs are conclusive, because notes were 

not written for five hours or four days after the observation. 
For a potential first state record, this is not very encouraging. 
The only question is whether this bird was a naturally occurring 
vagrant. There is a male of this speices at a feeder in Nebraska 
at just about this same time. I heard about it on a rare bird 
alert, so don’t know the details or outcome of that record. 

V, Adult males have same plumage year around, although it may 
not be attained until second winter. Midwest (NE, MN, WI, IL, IN, 
MI, ONT) records are distributed as follows: 5 in Apr, 12 in May, 
2 in Jun, 1 in Sep, 1 in Oct, 2 in Nov. East Coast records (NB, 
ME, NH, MA, RI, NY, NJ, PA, MD, VA) are distributed as follows: 4 
in Jan, 5 in Apr, 28 in May, 3 in Aug, 2 in Sep, 1 in Oct, 2 in 
Nov, 4 in Dec. Bent describes how males were easily caught and 
common as cage birds. Roberson says it has been illegal to hold 
these birds since the early seventies. Almost all Nov-March birds 
have been present several days to several weeks. The date of this 
sighting and fact that the bird did not stay around are very 
unusual. The plumage does not argue one way or another. The first 
Iowa record, although undescribed, is a better record because the 
date and location argue against an escapee and the competent 
observers could hardly misidentify it. 

no vote, I have no doubt what was seen and described was a 
Painted Bunting. The descriptions are not even close to anything 
else. I tend to look at this record as a possible escapee rather 
than a highly likely winter vagrant. This species is colorful 
enough and adaptable to caging that this possibility cannot be 
ruled out, especially in mid-winter. This species should be 1000+ 
miles south of Iowa at this time of year. Since Scott Co. is not 
a great migrant trap like the East Coast tends to be I am 
extremely cautious about the origin of this particular bird. 

VI, I have no doubt that the bird was a painted bunting but I 
need more input on vagrancy patterns of this species at this 
unlikely time of year. The bird may have been an escaped bird to 
be here in Jan. 

I-P, I have seen photo. While possibility of escape exists, 
there is precedent for vagrancy in this species. I believe this 
is a record of a wild bird. However neither observer addressed
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this issue. 
III (I-P with photos), Bizarrre. Only real question is whether 

it might perhaps be an escape. 
REVOTE (at meeting, 30 May 1987, with photos): 4-I-P, 2-V, 
l-abstain
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