Records Committee, Iowa Ornithologists’ Union Printed: 09/07/93

Thayer’s Gull Record Number: 86-11
23 Nov 1986 Classification: A-D
Saylorville Res., Polk Co., IA
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IBL 57:17; 77

DOCUMENTATIONS

Steve Dinsmore, 23 Nov to 2 Dec

Bob Myers, 23 Nov

Mark Proescholdt, 23 Nov

Beth Proescholdt, 23 Nov

Thomas H. Kent, 26 Nov

Jim Fuller, 26 Nov

Francis L. Moore, 26 Nov

Robert Cecil, 26 Nov

Paul Martsching, 27, 30 Nov (two documentations)

REFERENCES

Field Reports: IBL 57:17

Records Committee: IBL 57:77
VOTE: 7-I1

II, Overall, the descriptions are quite good and are
consistent. The focus of description is primarily on the wing
patterns and overall color. Only a few of the documentations give
much of a description of the size and shape of the bill and head
in direct comparison to Herring Gull. This is an important
feature that has been neglected. The color and wing patterns are
critical to identification of Thayer’s Gull, but the head and
bill should also be considered in any description. Seven of nine
documentations mention only one bird. Dinsmore lists six birds
seen over a range of dates. He describes one bird sufficiently
but the other five have some features that sound better for
Herring Gull and are probably incorrect. Martsching describes
four birds, but not conclusively. I vote for only one bird
present and accounted for.

II, At least one bird was well-substantiated. Additional birds
seen by Dinsmore and Martsching are questionable, especially
those with light heads. The wing pattern can be deceiving, so it
is best not to accept this species unless seen well over some
time to pick out all the supporting features besides wing
pattern.

II, unless good photo taken by someone. Documentations
adequately describe one, two Thayer’s Gulls at most. The other
birds present as described have one or more field marks more
consistent with Herring Gull than Thayer’s. At least one Thayer’s
was present at Saylorville Reservoir from the many descriptions
submitted. Overall the descriptions detail the many different
filed marks that must be present to convincingly and adequately
identify Thayer’s Gull. This is a very difficult bird to identify
and it takes many subjective field marks, taken together as a
whole, to correctly identify it.

II, While I’m not sure about the total number of birds, the
documentations suggest at least one or more Thayer’s type present
throughout this time period.
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II, saw bird (one) in Dec.

II, Pale underwings and uniformity of upperwings, as well as
other characteristics, appear to eliminate Herring and Iceland
satisfactorily.

II, What can I say? It sounds as much like a Thayer’s as
anything else that’s been reported in Iowa.



gymmary of Review of an Ornithologic Observation $6-

by the Records Committee
of the lowa Ornitho’logists' Union

SPECIES: Tayer's i
OATE SEEN: )/-23-54

SITE OF OBSERVATION: S’/Aru'//e )@S

OBSERVERS: S. Dy msymore) Mye M¢E Rresholblt kent
OATE OF REVIEW: 2/ 557 ’

METHOD oF REVIEM: %ofé. ia /776?1'/
CLASSIFICATION OF RECORD _:Zz:’
COMMENTS:

ﬁ// ﬂé’.scr-fp‘ﬁi’ﬂg were @5”5f375’ﬂ7A d/m/ <E€r77 -
Q!/M}M—E ?6851'!:/& }EPP:”Q ey I@@én/j’a/g,

The opinions expressed here are based on the information available toO the
Committee and should not necessari’ly prec1ude an alternate 1nterpretation
by those who observed the bird firsthand.

Any action may be re-reviewed upon submission of additional eyidence.
Explanation of Cl assification:
] =

1abeled, diagnostic gpecimen, photograph, o'r- recording available for
review by the Committee .

11 = acceptable sight record documented independent‘ly py 3 or moreé observers
111 = acceptable sight record documented by 1 or 2 observers
IV = probab'ly correct record, but not beyond doubt
y = record with insufficient evidence to judge
Vi = probab1y jncorrect jdentification, escapee, OF otherwise unacceptable record

C\assification js based on the highest category agreed upon by six of seven
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DOCUMENTATION FORM

Species?Thayer s Gull
How ManyTat least 6+ first year birds were present
Location?Saylorville Reservoir, Folk Co. (0ak Grove Beach and near dam)

Habitat?seen resting on beach and flying over water near dam

Date?2Z Nov-2 Dec 1986

Time?10:50-11:55 A.M. and 3:50-4:05 F.M. on 27 Nov and Z2:50-3:35 F.M.
on 24 Nov

Observers Name and address:b5Steve Dinsmore, Ames

Others who saw bird:Bob Myers, Beth and Mark Froescholdt, m.ab.

Description of bird:I first noticed the bird as it hovered in the wind
with several first winter Herring Gulls and two first winter Glaucous
Gulls because of its smaller size and pale appearance. Upon closer
examination, the bird was about midway in size between a Ring-billed
Gull and & Herring Gull. I noted the following marks on the perched
bird: bill dark and smaller than a Herring Gull s bill, legs pinkish,
eye dark, head, mantle, and underparts a uniform beige color, wings
the same color as the back except that the wingtips appeared slightly
darker, tail brownish with a darker tip, undertail coverts faintly
barred. In flight, the wing pattern was as follows: upperwing light
brown (same color as mantle) with outer primaries slightly darker than
the rest of the wing, underwing a uniform silvery white with no
darkening of the primaries and no dark trailing edge. In flight, the
tail was light brown above(the same color as the back), darkening
slightly towards the tip. Compared to several first winter Herring
Gulls, this bird was smaller, had a shorter, thinner bill, and showed
a lighter, more uniform body color. In flight, the birds wing pattern
was lighter and less contrasting than a Herring Gull 's wing pattern.

Gull #1-described above—a light tan colored bird

Gull #2, #3 % #4-all chocolate brown-seen together many times
Gull #5-chocolate brown with distinct white color on the head
Gull #é—medium brown with a slightly lighter head

Similar species and how eliminated:The darker body plumage and dark
tail band eliminate Iceland Gull (Kumlien’'s form). The smaller size,
smaller, more delicate bill, more rounded head, silvery white
underwing pattern, more uniform body color, and more uniform upperwing
pattern eliminate first winter Herring Gull.

Viewing conditions and equipment:Viewing conditions were excellent
with a cloudy sky and the sun directly behind me. Estimated viewing
distance was 50 yards at closest on the beach and 200+ yards near the
dam. I used a Buschnell Z0-43x spotting scope.

Frevious experience with species:] have seen one other Thaver's Gull
in lowa(Dec 1983).
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References consulted:NGS Field Guide_to_the Birds_of North aAmerica and

Bendort, C. 1986. Identification_of First-winter Thayer s Gull. IBEL
S56:71-73

How long before field notes were made?immediately

How long before this form was completed?8 hours{updated after each
sightinag)
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DOCUMENTATION FORM for extraordinary bird sightings in Iowa ve

What species? ﬂeygt’,ﬁ éa // How many? [ = Sist winter dind
Location?_Saybrville fes. — Bl Co. 6.,»61' pull oS5 on ﬁ@iém_l

Type of habitat? JoKe.

When? date(s): Vo 37; /984 time: /'Y PMo ROOLNY.
Who?your name and address: M r /, rr SDaAR O

others with you: foné&

others before or after you: S7eve Dinzsmore” AC‘FOV-Q * a‘pfc;—

Describe the bird(s) including only what you observed. Include size, shape, details
of'a11 parts (bill, eye, head, neck, back, wing, tail, throat, breast, belly, under
tail, legs, feet). Also mention voice and behavior.

mﬁ“u was sﬂfu'-s on odler with Fing bills -I—hc.rn'na.s and 00""{“0/{]. mony Sb'f ap
dnd civ-c(ec{ ovVer me Oh 73? >¥ THe dam. The '6”'4 Steve Dinsenore ?oamldf_

lak Gvove Beoch may haee been s.vmg”:na/ be laTer re Nund it af some s’»—"
as P sacol. AT vest iT seemad mid-way in size belween ring-bills +
hei--;'na,s. TT wes ovevoll a med. brosen = net s obrk a8 some oF FHe obwvus
! yn hervings. Bl Jodked dark. Doveal side 2% primevies wes 0 boeT Some

color o8 vest ot wing + bﬂo’s-(ho blockisA P"'."“"'.Q'S)' The wree Tail 4 1""“)
as Seen in -?fc‘c;/c‘f') o5 alse same ol o8 seat oF hird Crne lighten rump
Pof_eﬂ). M&aas Same cafor- 0/30. ﬁ.s &;AJ C.;PGIM{ dﬂehllt-ai 7#? m'r d&w'an.-
mark coss seen. Urderside oF w)hgs (especiolly primeries D were

S.'/ue:-g-u/..'ﬁ. Vo 4/6014)51 """"L—’;"ﬂ‘ shocoed y 19 T was cuvieus

OL.u‘f Ths mono~Tone 3‘«” on Hhe %
g welen buT “ ¢ ;
7’-" Tie eThers .f:\’"-.e witt M < el jn /)‘0 ar 7 Las oL\nnt& J‘%rm‘f

L & s ) it rotire cdor oF Seof

The dopsal side of Til had a Jorly o . :
darker broon ;M:#mw ke ;g;::' ";.;:I"’I: 6:':'}:'&-( bend ot cohish was shoAtly

Similar species and how eliminat

5:'/1&-, ewh:Te dneder n:'n.’_s t loek oF L/aefc:bl rﬁ:;’bﬂh‘“ o p— broann
Ql’/llr-a'f?o'll Seem 7o ‘.ll;n;nnfé. /lthrr.na ﬂa". f’nt,.”, Too dark Tor ieelg,.J‘Ta'.\wD“u.‘.
Did any one disagree or have reservations about identification? R Bot o Sliiones e

_ F ohways have resevustions obent? This species buot This bwd
If yes, explain: g;¢ T‘o,fﬂ:s very well and was rmuch /ike Rjﬂi-k bird of fosT yeor

s . b-.T' meybe a ’l'.”'e iy Ter )y colep- . .
Viewing conditions: give lighting, distance how measuredf, and optical equipment:

Ovevcas? a7~ Mot Tine~ colore may have Seemed dgrker 7han They were™ 200yd. on
waley 7o 5'0,.4- asi? Llew over - IAK Scope & jox binces

Previous experience with species and similar ones: £ Sese Reof Rock bind  /JosT yv. +

e possible one aF L. Monscoa severa/ yrns. back.
References and persons consulted before writing description:

How long before field notes made? o4 %ﬂaﬁ this form completed? pex7— g/géé?/—:q-gf
. -

MAIL TO: ¥ E 4wmi, Fleld Reports Editor, 45 R o, i Gip 1A 368

~ B2 F=r +7Z Pope—s SOAR0




DOCUMENTATION FORM for extraordinary bird sightings in Iowa se-If
What species? ’ﬂ\(}.& exs Gull - (lfihéHow many? '
Location? L&Kﬁ View axea of S’a-%IOYV:NQ Re Sexcvoir _ (Pol I Co-)
Type of habitat? Small Ray axea. ow laxge resevvoiv
When? date(s): NoVu - ;‘\3, )‘?86 time: 3:l§?m,t0 3-’95?.\-“.
Who?your name and address: Maf)( mefﬁlw ch" d 'igCe‘mIb’, [ TS

others with you: Re 'H;\ ?YD{SCL\Q JJ?L

others before or after you: S7eve DinsSwmeve BOL} qurs_ Francis M:}C‘Tﬁ,
rd ~F r g
Describe the bird(s) including only what you observed. Include size, s.hane’,(d‘ét’aﬂsl
of_aH parts (bill, eye, head, neck, back, wing, tail, throat, breast, belly, under
tail, legs, feet). Also mention voice and behavior.

We WQJYQJ down o Za}é View ew Hag Ce/c}, u.'.'wcg«j daa:( and
wsed He cheHechouse as a windbveal. Abont 150 gords dway
was a gt brown gull Hhat wos genexally iight byowwn all over.

T thoght i+ was abeut fhe sige of Hercing Gulk neavrby but Mem

%,ouﬁ\»\-{' =+ was vaﬂ_}b( “H&ﬂ’“\ HEY":IVQ G"A“S', I-f’ wag ?q)e\( HHham J:__‘f' w.‘mj‘gr
Heving Galls which weve with . Tts wings wewe light bvowwny davKev-

Hps of Hhe ouder Primanies o the dopside wth Hhe Secondwries showing

' ] \ \ doneath weve
o slight Rosted look ew the Hop side . -The primaxies uw .
l'g\j—le?’\ m\;ﬂ\@_ Jepside amd showed oo Prosted ook . The exwinal

Jai | wemd wos a slighHy dicker boww Huan Jhe vest of Hhe Hail end bhack

Bill wes blacK, o Conbrville. Mo and T saw
ALk s g Jhaic Slikdly dfreract J
nm=

Ow WNov- Qﬂﬁ ‘%‘{' g Sutte, “Hal wings were &
; ok /s < . i
% {;«f%‘?;\k:‘;u{! -{-bi.‘.::_“alno‘;e_ J.esfd in was the Some Yor hoth hirds,
SimiTar species and how eliminated: .
A Decdng Gull is much daxKer ovevall with dacker Hips of
Prrimaies, a bl ailing edge of wing, amd o davker Jexminal fail baud.

Did any one disagree or have reservations about identification? Ae

If yes, explain:

Viewing conditions: give lighting, distance (how measured), and optical equipment:
C lowdy with \ight behind WS . Distamces eshimated.
g X30 BiwecsS awmd QAAX Scope .

Previous experience with species and similar ones: )
aw Thaers Gull Jast \%ear at Red Rock’ amd many Hewrnivg Sulls.

References and persops consulted before writing description:

Haxvisens Sealicds, Aatl. Geog- quide) obhins’ quide; 8L Vol.56, /0.3 p.71 ,

How long before field notes made? akeut 2 Weurs this form completed? Apv. A&, M8f

MAIL TO: T. H. Kent, Field Reports Editor, 211 Richards Street, Iowa City 1A 52240



DOCUMENTATION FORM for extraordinary bird sightings in Iowa ye-i(

What species? }/3’*,&;;/1 41: Y- T/’Wd.d:,’i’ ’3 éul/ How many? /
Location? SALTIIOVU'J' [le. 4 sc{,i ff“om lake licw 6n +he wesd
Type of habitat? Jarae e S€yuor ¢, 65&/1‘&"@'4 L’AL) /n Sftrmq i n q{
A/Iouj. 23 /95C  time:_3:/5 to gf.f./s'_ i
Be 4 A /:)La'oﬁ.f, C.Aa/'cf{_ Liscomb
others with you: ’}ﬂ“'/é. 7‘7”‘0;‘,56}'\ O/Q/'/_ |
73‘::[7 MLI&L’S o 512805 wf'ri'.‘:!??or’f,_c{bu/(

others before or a;;eg you:
Knowon ‘7‘.5! s af we oDSeyrved &/r

. . . Un
Describe the bird(s) including only what you observed. Include size, shape, details
of all parts (bill, eye, head, neck, back, wing, tail, throat, breast, belly, under

tail, legs, feet). Also mention voice and behavior. F
bo this Colddiq with MW winds of 2e-30mph we were sbserring G Mergansers
v Aulls tyem Q Sief-ft’r heusec Jooking own oiddo g sheltered bay ut inte 1he
mAin bedy of the réserveir. we spet ed a Jght gra -brown gall Fhat we mcc”*"ﬂ?
on for hajf an houyv as it Flew backs forth, danctiaies lighting on the water b"f'eﬂ:f
T+ was smatler Hhan the HerviagGulls Liyrng 1n *he samearcae,’), hter than anjof?
Hevvings. TH alse had a mote iniform tolaring on its upperfdrb wi'th only
The wuﬁ-}—--_ﬂ 4 dark tips en +he L s the *”fs;“”"
sabtle vaviations, c!e_ o —— égnd’ on the {ai) Was the brown color
a ligh? bose of thedail.

en;_{re’ darL a)fﬂ 44775. A wll , ‘
9 Cfaft as 4 }‘!/'Crff'f\’-j 5) U"’}J“ d,;‘l pdc‘/ar /;le-
Ermini N ‘

of +he bedy (no? a5
The u%\ciersm"face of 4he Wi NgSs was the e
lips were d uniform s/lvery-2¢19<

' yes secendaries 4 Wirg
?r/m:zs; &);7:4() Coﬂ‘)[lde‘ltr‘ﬂq LU:?;I J;:e, daréer Wi n }jnr'njg - buJ -/}\99
atm ' “This ”TACJE us sure +}1¢' }”'l’cj

e r & f-'g)n-} 4’60) a zfufe, be-.je-braa)u.‘
wa s a /S_J’ U;‘/\Jir’ ’f-;‘\AL)c,,:s Gyl (thn we C»dufch(gf g af,“d wa rm

ér&oug’h ’/D C}]Q_CL &ur zﬁoaés %/Garaufhfj.)

When? date(s):

Who?your name and address:

Similar species and how eliminated: /-/c Fri'n Gulls ~ 7‘;7"5 J”)Yg/’ hiES

smallev ¢ much /:'9/7:‘6» witAN 4he silver -b&;’gc 7’nxn5}u¢€nj'
legh} Feathevs of #he under w.‘;dqgg, J /fgh ev 72Eyrminal band MY,
e VC‘S - F (JJQ;

Did any one disagree or have reservations about identification?
. ‘Jcl-rﬁ‘/- t'7l d.i‘dll;')' Seemn /ar?e €erneu A (‘1’0 M? + o é’ﬁ, q
If yes, ?plaln:'ﬁu()er’s} a< it Uaqs seme Smallevr }gq +hE Hevrings - o /7T
was almes1 #eo coldte Study cur beosks ve ry much- ut at home ﬁ%&im
Viewing conditions: give thtmg/, distance (how measdred), and optical equ1pment:\7‘" ele tza-
Cloy b-} ) f—_&}'cjuc "'}’ﬂ d, " ’(/ _\ nod&‘qé,"
y, eut Jight Sehind us 5 ﬂar 5 approximafely - —~J04bs
FX 30 Nikon Pinscolors o %usqne)/ Spacemo s/fr- Sd.‘a/:ze_

Previous exp?rienc?with species an&d‘simi!aj‘ on;s: /l")anj e verv NG Golls —

ont /T wintér Tha iev's Gul/ Jas 3&’1’. » . W / . h
References, and persons consulted before writing déscripti . fierd guides - ‘?""”"’("“‘c‘ "
'?d'crsm.%caflyms pe avyisen's cafi'r = &r/%?: or{‘;p 1%'1 article 9 wazﬁ fm‘)s ﬂ""‘”“ré“j' jc
How long before field notes made? 2 Nours this form completed? Nov. =—-5”. )75’_(5'

T. H. Kent, Field Reports Editor, 211 Richards Street, Iowa City IA 52240

MAIL TO:
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DOCUMENTATION OF EXTRAORDINARY BIRD SIGHTING

Thayer ‘s Gull, 26 November 19846, Saylorville Res., Polk Co., lowa

Observer: Thomas H. Kent, 211 Richards St., Iowa City, IA 52240

Other observers: Francis Moore, Bob Cecil, Jim Fuller, Steve Dinsmore
with me. Others in previous three days.

Time: 11:10 a.m. to 12:17 p.m.

Habitat: Reservoir above dam

Description: "We spent most of morning looking for a Thayer 's Gull
that has been seen here several times 1n the last three days.
Finally, from the top of the dam, while scanning a large flock of
gulls, an eagle came by and flushed the gulls. 1 had my scope on a
brown gull and could see the uniform light brown wing pattern from
above——it looked totally uniform. The birds lit again. We didn't
see the undersurtace of the wing. For about an hour, we watched the
bird through the telescope without moving. We sent Francis out
several times to do the slow arm raising maneuver to try to flush
the bird, to no avail. Eventually, he went down the rock face of
the dam to the edge of the water and did the slow hand raising
motion. All the gulls flew except for the potential Thayer's Gull.
But, it eventually raised 1ts wings. We watched it on the water for
a long time, and 1t would turn from side to side. The striking
thing was that it was an overall uniform light brown bird with
darker primaries. The head seemed to have a smudge through the eye
and i1t seem to be lighter on the nape, which varied depending on
the angle. When the bird turned toward us, 1t was a very pale,
almost buff, with very fine markings. The head appeared flat to
slightly rounded. The bill was slim and rounded at the tip on the
upper surface. It was not bulbous like a Herring Gull. The bird was
several hundred yards out. Eventually, the bird raised its wings,
and we could see the white primaries to the tip on the under
surface, and we could alsoc see the upper surface on the other wing
and it was pale at the tip. Shortly thereafter the bird took off,
flew down the dam to the west and circled back directly over our
heads, maybe only 50 feet overhead. The primaries were distinctly
silvery all the way out except for the very tip where there was
slight darkening. The upper surface was a very smooth brown with a
slight darkening at the outer primary. There was no carpel bar. It
had a darker tail band. Otherwise, the bird was of uniform color."
We never got a direct size comparison for this bird, as 1t stayed
proximal to the main flock of gulls. It appeared larger than the
many Ring-bills present, but was not directly compared with a
Herring.

Behavior: as above

Conditions: Sun behind us. 174 mile (est.) to 30 feet (overhead).
20x score on window mount. 10x binoculars.

Similar species: The wing pattern 1s that ot a first year Thayer's
Gull and separates it from Herring Gull. The other features are all
consistent with Thaver ‘s Gull.

Agreement: vyes

Frevious experience: Carl Bendorf¥ and I found the previous record of
this species in lowa. Have seen this species in 1llinois and
Missouri1.

References/time used: Looked at Bendor+f's article in Iowa Bird Life
(56: 71) while viewing.

Time of notes/typed: notes dictated at 12:17, typed next day.



DOCUMENTATION FORM for extraordinary bird sightings in Iowa pe-l
What species? 7/47/?6'«?17 éozz. //—’a{f?’ & £42 Mow many? /
Location? SRy é LFESEe/s €
Type of habitat? € ECL0E
When? date(s): ///,zé/ﬁé time: /5 07 to L2785 ~777
Who?your name and address: T ﬂ:’;m . L Aprrli/Ehy /é/_l/pA_/_’ _Z{ﬂ_(/z’;
others with you: Stpé Dwimentt G fEeT7 fetwios Hpntf [Go4 Cécne
others @9& or after you: Bed W&ges

Describe the bird{s) including only what you observed. Include size, shape, details
of all parts (bi11, eye, head, neck, back, wing, tail, throat, breast, belly, under
tail, legs, feet). Also mention voice and behavior.

Duewe pol7 25 THE Lfeywc /’g,@rg‘g/ JHE Luwee ST

ot THE SoATEE E AER,  Ba 7T ag7 Loty A AACLE L e
o Laiel, [(2F DiGewes T TaaiE, pur AALEREED
ALok” pE J28 af A AEeliwi duel.’ coppé ST r0c on
THE wATEL,  FHE BLEs LS R AL w)penr CRAY
ﬂ/ez/u,u/ LhCEP7TT Lo THE _STECw LIMCK RS DAREER
At uE MEgn. e o ons A <omtd xoon7ES T
KAD Somb STl mGns Or  TeP oL Mims A SHPEED ARER
RRoUND  ANgp Bl s JHE EsF. JAE Bl AACELLED
fj;e,y %MI 77/;//2;// é}cl.‘j il  ESPEC LT JWES PUECT

< Rberwd, 8 S -
Ffz ;,’//j,e,r P éﬁﬁ(ﬁ&ﬂ/fﬁfd g m?géﬁ? ,7,;2,._’2;/ ./)é;//;f; ?/Z;fj;
ov DAL FILE ow Eesttot T ’
et SULHT FEATHEES JoEeE ;w//@fe@?f, ;}%« ,’p%pﬂ} ;7%
LoME  LohS LA CLe7 TP SFE, LRT po 2ASE 4 /,f; ,;;,ef
LPRE  ASTTED: A BACK TR BAv) (eSS SEF B ﬂgy;e
phsr EniraoH T LDESCR/EBSE 17 QURLITZ i

Similar species and how eliminated: £ e 4240 A/écesaxd '

— et ! le
LIS T fERTH S a0l sy TS LT /o/rfzﬁua % !MM{
BACL Lowe TS ,

Did any one disagree or have reservations about identification? 2«

If yes, explain:

Viewing conditions: give lighting, distance (how measured), and optical equipment:
moS72 G CLOuDT * VERY LmdY - Roy Sepl A7
250 — sy G2sl (WHNE ST7rk) Th3C Brwess AF sSo gy 7o 250925

C;aw/ Gyl : .y
Prelious experience with’species and similar ones: powé WK Ty sre s

References and persons consulted before writing description: /g8y fon/
SFNATL L EOCSR A
How long before field notes made? S Hocesr  this form completed? S Abwer

MAIL TO: T. H. Kent, Field Reports Editor, 211 Richards Street, Iowa City IA 52240



DOCUMENTATION FORM for extraordinary bird sightings in Iowa 26-11
What species? Thauev's Gull How many? { i

Location? Sn.:}'orwﬂc Eastrvc;r" PoHL Co.

Type of habitat? ©a ope n wate ;.'LbﬁVC dgm

When? date(s): 2¢ ‘Nfov'eﬂ"étr 186 time: /1 /S amt0 (2:i15am

Who?your name and address: Francis L. Mocre, 33¢ Fairficid St Witerlse 1A SE703

others with you: Eobect (70‘:‘-/: ﬁmjt.;‘fj 51’:.1:' (& [ — __J;,.,L F.:.-f{er

others before or after you: m.ob.

Describe the bird(s) including only what you observed. Include size, shape, details

of all parts (bill, eye, head, neck, back, wing, tail, throat, breast, belly, under
tail, legs, feet). Also mention voice and behavior.

‘firs* Sqw H.‘s L;rd' 5':'H?4_j e Hae water abese Hee C(ur-u. ‘G‘lh- +‘l~1 East PoifOL‘CT,
L\'wmj kotin called o my attardion by Tem Kok, S'.-H'mj n the weXers

. torlpce Hee bivd was « {.W [-L‘"LLR)& b yeron ¢ ler. TL;*’P‘”’MY-E:
weve dprker Hoam the o3t of He bid bt were stilluct as davle a5 a

&u” wﬂ.‘uJ have él-fﬂ. TAér\f ~ds a %“AQPJ dayker area a~ouad e

. +L\g La-{k,‘pr".""

(4

l'(irfi‘lt -rL.- A
2 o'F -H-L B‘u—l. B\vé "1 aa' Gn €veén cclov & Cyoe
?z' { .
bjng.llp h Wuﬂ.o4lf’ amd 'Q""\ ‘J"t«l LLoﬁ_,‘L Aoaun 4o +‘r£ 'JI-S—L 0F 4'{"' '('1"-('
woo id net p(j A‘rn‘ He wate, o ([ wed + -f-&: émse of +la d om had v tle waley
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Did any one disagree or have reservations about identification? No

If yes, explain:

Viewing conditions: give Tighting, distance (how measured), and optical equipment:
Overtast [Sunrygy sean fem oppny. (00 fect A cluest 5ing 10 X 4O bincculavs and
20 bo telescepe.

Previous experience with species and similar ones: Saw cae cther Themers Guil et wes
accepted by He (bwre vEcasd’s Commitfee, Famillay widh inr‘a'b,{n"ls(th‘i Hcr,;,jéulh Ne LyPevlence
References and persons consulted before writing description: Nene with eeland Gl

How long before field notes made? & ues this form completed? 24 HES

MAIL TO: T. H. Kent, Field Reports Editor, 211 Richards Street, Iowa City IA 52240
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DOCHIEITT AT IO FOIRM 4o exbrasordina y bird sightinas in lowa

HMhat Species? Thayer's Gull (Larus thayeri) How many 1 1st year.
Location? Saylorville Res. at dam. Polk Co.

Fvpe of labitat? Lake

When™ date (s)7 Nov. 26 times 11:30 AM to 12:30

Who vouwe name and addresss Exanxxsxﬁnmxn;xinmxknnx;xﬁxnxnxﬂxnxmnxnxxsxmxﬁnii;xxxx
Robert Cecil, 327 S. 6th, Keokuk, lowa 52632
cbthers tvitll YO
Francis Moore, Tom Kent, Jim Fuller, Steve Dinsmore
othars haefore or after yous
Not known
Describe Lhe hird(s) including only uhal you observed., Include
size, shape, details of all parts (bill, eye, head, neck, back,
wing, tail, throat, breast, belly, odertail, legs, fest). Alzso
mention voice and behavion.
After searching the dam area and below the dam for a couple of hours, we were back at the
dam looking for the reported Thayer's. Tom Kent saw a bird land and noted the unmarked
wingtips. When | saw it, it had already landed. On the water, the bird looked quite
similar to 1st year Herring gull on water. The color was uniformly tan, with dark at the
wingtips. The bird remained several yards distant from a large raft of gulls sitting
nearby. Tom Kent and | kept our scopes on the bird for nearly an hour, noting the
following field marks: Uniform tan (or tan-brown? but similar to resting 1st year Herring)
overall, except for darkat wingtips. Head was same color as back. Was able to compare
this to 1st year Herring nearby, noted slightly lighter head color on Herring. Also noted
what sometimes appeared to be white or whitish nape. Though some observers thought this
to be in the plumage, | felt it was a function of the light. | watched it as the bird
moved--sometimes it was visible, sometimes not. As you know, sometimes things that aren't
white look white in the right light. On head, also noted fairly conspicuous smudge through
eye., | would not have noticed this except Kent pointed it out. Bill was all dark.
The only other prominent feature was the scalloping between the wing coverts. These were
o . - (see attached sheet) — o SCtondaries,
Himiler species and how eliminated:

This bird was much too dark for Glaucous. Regarding Herring, most differences noted above.
I admlt I was expectlng a llghter colored bird, I have looked at many 1st year Herrings,

q, and always noted the r en:ng in win t| P
PHY Ay ONE T A e VB T REE Y P about the
idenlbificalion® 1 don't thlnk so.

It yes, euplain:

Viewing condiltions: give lighting, disLance (how measuared) , and

optical equipments: Distance at rest: maybe 400 yds (after-the-fact guess) Overhead:
perhaps 100 ft. Optics: 20x scope., 10x40 binocs. Sky overcast throughout.

Frevions exparience wilth this and similar species: Thayer's: none
Herring: quite a bit.

Feterences and persons consul ted before writing description:
Kent, Moore, and | discussed it. Looked at N.G.S. Birds of N.A.

Hleva Loemig before field noles marls™

10 minutes from last sighting

o Teng hefors Ehis form conpl eted?

5 days.
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were evidently caused by lighter edging on the coverts and secondaries.

After about an hour, the bird raised its wings briefly. | was able to see
that there was no darkening to the tips as with Herring Gulls. A moment later, the
bird took off, flying towards us. This gave us an excellent opportunity to view
the underwings. The underwings were almost entirely uniform in color, with the
following exceptions. The first two (leading) primaries were slightly darker
along their full length. This darkness was not confined to the tips. |t appeared
this darkness followed, and may have been at the feather spine. Also, against the
sky, the primaries appeared lighter than the body of the wing, but | think this
was not the result of pigmentation, but of the translucence of the primaries.

The tail had a dark terminal band.

In flight, bird was, in my opinion, a lighter shade thawn the dark brown
1st year Herring Gull.
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DOCUMENTATION FORM for extraordinary bird sightings in Jowa L (

What species? Thayer's Gull How many? one

Location? Saylorville Reservoir Polk Co, Towa

Type of habitat?

When? date(s): 27 Nov 1586 time: inpm to for abt 3 hour

who?your name and address: Paul Martsching 1120 Marston Ames, IA 5001v

others with you: Steve Dinsmore

others before or after you:

Desgri$$ the bizd(?% including only what you observed. Include size, shape, details
of all parts (bill, eye, head, neck, back, wing, tail, throat, breast, bell nder
tail, legs, feet). Also mentian voice and behavior. ' ide

size about as big as Herring Gull - there were many Herring Guils around
to compare with. Lighter in color than any of the first year Herrings
present. Wings same color as back, except primaries which were dark brdf.
Most obvious difference from first year Herring Gulls was the pure white
of the primaries from below. This was seen many times - often when flying
with first year Herrings so got good comparison. - The wings other than the
primaries were light brown above.

Similar species and how eliminated: Herrings Gull's wings have dark trailing ecge on
wing (top side) and aren't pure white on primariex as seen from belowl

Did any one disagree or have reservations about identification? no

If yes, explain:

Viewing conditions: give lighting; distance (how measured), and optical equipment:
sun west; bird northwest; 7 x 35 bino's & spotting scove. Distance? rather
far, but white undertips of wings seen even with 7 x 35 bino's.

Previous experience with species and similar ones: _.ver seen before

References and persqns consulted bef iti iption:
consul ted Nata.onal Qfse"g‘gaphfcg{:lgréﬂgg gﬁﬁ? %Loini'ng at bird.

How long before field notes made? one hour this form completed? next day.

MAIL TO: T. H. Kent, Field Reports Editor, 211 Richards Street, Iowa City IA 52240



DOCUMENTATION FORM for extraordinary bird sightings in Towa go-I(

What species? Thayer's Gull How many? four

7 S e

Location? Saylorville Reservoir /4 (a

Type of habitat?

When? date(s): 30 Nov 1986 time: 11:50 to 12:10 and ar 3:30-L pm

Who?your name and address: Paul Martsching 1120 Marston Ames, IA 50010

others with you: Steve Dinsmore

others before or after you:

Describe the bird(s) including only what you observed. Include size, shape, details
of all parts (bill, eye, head, neck, back, wing, tail, throat, breast, belly, under
tail, legs, feet). Also mention voice and behavior,
will dikscribe birds seen in PM as saw L different individuals then.
2 dark brown, 1 dark brown witth much mhite on head, and 1 light brown bird.
I saw the dark bird with white head only flying when the pure white under
siée of the primeries was often vispable. The other three birds were observed
both siBfing on water and flying. Wwhile sittdng on water, their slightly
x smaller size than Herring Gull and more rounded head, and XXX smaller,
all dark beak were seen. Wwhen flying all showed the pure white underside
of the orimaries. all had dark tails. Had many immature and afiult
Herring Gulls to compare with both sitting on water and flying, Alsodé.f @ "‘“'U*h
Ring-billed Gulls were present.

Similar species and how eliminated Immature Herring is bigger, flatter hea ed and
bigger billed. Primaries are not pure white below.

Did any one disagree or have reservations about identification? no

If yes, explain:

Viewing conditions: give lighting; distance (how measured), and optical equipment:
overcast. closest maybe 100 yexr yards? 7 x 35 bino's, 20 x 80 bino's, &
svotting scope.

Previous experience with species and similar ones: Sag one previous week.
References and persons consulted before writing description: none

How long before field notes made? _.rile watchingthis form completed? ) hours
MAIL TO: T. H. Kent, Field Reports Editor, 211 Richards Street, Iowa City IA 52240



