
Records Committee, Iowa Ornithologists’ Union Printed: 09/07/93 

Thayer’s Gull Record Number: 86-11 
23 Nov 1986 Classification: A-D 
Saylorville Res., Polk Co., IA 
*S. Dinsmore***kkKKKKK 

IBL 57:17, 77 

DOCUMENTATIONS 

Steve Dinsmore, 23 Nov to 2 Dec 
Bob Myers, 23 Nov 
Mark Proescholdt, 23 Nov 
Beth Proescholdt, 23 Nov 
Thomas H. Kent, 26 Nov 
Jim Fuller, 26 Nov 
Francis L. Moore, 26 Nov 
Robert Cecil, 26 Nov 
Paul Martsching, 27, 30 Nov (two documentations) 

REFERENCES 

Field Reports: IBL 57:17 
Records Committee: IBL 57:77 

VOTE: 7-II 

II, Overall, the descriptions are quite good and are 
consistent. The focus of description is primarily on the wing 
patterns and overall color. Only a few of the documentations give 
much of a description of the size and shape of the bill and head 
in direct comparison to Herring Gull. This is an important 
feature that has been neglected. The color and wing patterns are 
critical to identification of Thayer’s Gull, but the head and 
bill should also be considered in any description. Seven of nine 
documentations mention only one bird. Dinsmore lists six birds 
seen over a range of dates. He describes one bird sufficiently 
but the other five have some features that sound better for 
Herring Gull and are probably incorrect. Martsching describes 
four birds, but not conclusively. I vote for only one bird 
present and accounted for. 

II, At least one bird was well-substantiated. Additional birds 
seen by Dinsmore and Martsching are questionable, especially 
those with light heads. The wing pattern can be deceiving, so it 
is best not to accept this species unless seen well over some 
time to pick out all the supporting features besides wing 
pattern. 

II, unless good photo taken by someone. Documentations 
adequately describe one, two Thayer’s Gulls at most. The other 
birds present as described have one or more field marks more 
consistent with Herring Gull than Thayer’s. At least one Thayer’s 
was present at Saylorville Reservoir from the many descriptions 
submitted. Overall the descriptions detail the many different 
filed marks that must be present to convincingly and adequately 
identify Thayer’s Gull. This is a very difficult bird to identify 
and it takes many subjective field marks, taken together as a 
whole, to correctly identify it. 

II, While I’m not sure about the total number of birds, the 
documentations suggest at least one or more Thayer’s type present 
throughout this time period.



Records Committee, Iowa Ornithologists’ Union Printed: 09/07/93 
Thayer’s Gull 23 Nov 1986 RC No. 86-11 (cont) 

II, saw bird (one) in Dec. 
II, Pale underwings and uniformity of upperwings, as well as 

other characteristics, appear to eliminate Herring and Iceland 
satisfactorily. 

II, What can I say? It sounds as much like a Thayer’s as 
anything else that’s been reported in Iowa.
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DOCUMENTATION FORM 

Species Thayer s Gull 

How Many?vat least 6+ first year birds were present 

Location?Saylorville Reservoir, Folk Co. (Qak Grove Beach and near dam) 

Habitat?Tseen resting on beach and flying over water near dam 

Date ?23 Nov-2 Dec 1986 

Time?710:50-11:55 A.M. and 3:50-4:05 F.M. on 23 Nov and 2:50-3:55 F.M. 

on 24 Nov 7 

Observers Name and address:S5teve Dinsmore, Ames 

Others who saw bird:Bob Myers, Beth and Mark Froescholdt, m.ob. 

Description of bird:I first noticed the bird as it hovered in the wind 

with several first winter Herring Gulls and two first winter Glaucous 
Gulls because of its smaller size and pale appearance. Upon closer 

examination, the bird was about midway in size between a Ring-billed 

Gull and a Herring Gull. I noted the following marks on the perched 

bird: bill dark and smaller than a Herring Guill’s bill, legs pinkish, 

eye dark, head, mantle, and underparts a uniform beige color, wings 

the same color as the back except that the wingtips appeared slightly 

darker, tail brownish with a darker tip, undertail coverts taintly 

barred. In flight, the wing pattern was as follows: upperwing Light 

brown(same color as mantle?) with outer primaries slightly darker than 

the rest of the wing, underwing a uniform silvery white with no 

darkening of the primaries and no dark trailing edge. In #iight, the 

tail was light brown above(the same color as the back), darkening 

slightly towards the tip. Compared to several first winter Herring 

Gulls, this bird was smaller, had a shorter, thinner bill, and showed 

a lighter, more uniform body color. In flight, the birds wing pattern _ 

was lighter and less contrasting than a Herring Gull‘’s wing pattern. 

Gull #i-described above-a light tan colored bird 

Gull #2, #3 & #4-all chocolate brown-seen together many times 

Gull #5—-chocolate brown with distinct white color on the head 

Gull #46-medium brown with a slightly lighter head 

Similar species and how eliminated: The darker body plumage and dark 

tail band eliminate Iceland Gull (Kumlien’s form). The smaller size, 

smaller, more delicate bill, more rounded head, silvery white 

underwing pattern, more uniform body color, and more uniform upperwing 

pattern eliminate first winter Herring Gull. 

Viewing conditions and equipment: Viewing conditions were excellent 

with a cloudy sky and the sun directly behind me. Estimated viewing 

distance was 50 yards at closest on the beach and 200+ yards near the 

dam. I used a Buschnell 20-45x spotting scope. 

Frevious experience with species:I have seen one other Thayer’s bull 

im Towa(Dec 1°85).



Reaferences cansulted: 

BRendorf, C. 1986. Iden 

S6: 71-73 

How long betore field notes were madeTimmediately 

Haw long before this form was completed?’8 hours(updated atter each 

sighting? |
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DOCUMENTATION FORM for extraordinary bird sightings in Iowa ne! 

What species? Thayer s Gu // How many? / — List canter bine 

Location? Saybrville kes. — folie Se. luast pull o> en Jep of clam) 

Type of habitat? jake 

When? date(s): Ur. rk3,/ISG time: 1° Y¥SFMto ROO? YY. 

Who?your name and address: ob Myers RRQ, fx /EB ferry Lo SDARO 

others with you: Jrowe 

others before or after you: Steve Dynsmere_ be fore he after 

Describe the bird(s) including only what you observed. Include size, shape, details 

of all parts (bill, eye, head, neck, back, wing, tail, throat, breast, belly, under 

tail, legs, feet). Also mention voice and behavior. 

Thegull OAS sithas on water usith ring b:fls + herrings and even tus lly mory aot op 

and cireled over me On Top ay the olan. The bind Steve Dinsmore Spend Pm a 

Oak Croce Beoch may hace Leen a gota he later ve ene! iF af gene spot 

as ” SAIL H AT vest Tr sceeme/ midl- wes « $/2e behoeon ring - bills t 

herrings . AT weas everol( a med. brezn- not as obrk aS some os Be obvious 

) 67 yn herrings. Bi! locked dark. Deesal side oF primeries wes alow! some 

csler as rest oy wing + Deoly . Cro block. sh primaries). The VT Tai/ + hock. 

ae seen in $/<ghF y wos o/se same calor os rest of binel Che hgh fer Teme 

poteh ). Head was Same color o/seo. fs bi inal eireled over heeael The pmeos7 obvren: 

mark wes seen. Andersdle of Longs (especialy primaries» oe re 

silvery -wh:Té . Woe block ssh marking s shased TF vu. _f wes Curieus 

: weker buT i tn a7 we : f 

Than The others Flying with pt. eo wT in The a wes obvisushy otfferent 

LT he it oho nét notre celor of Feet. 

Tha; things} pula oF til el «tee es | eo 

hwo Similar species and how elimina 

Silvery while ander wings t locke o§ blackisf primenes and even breeon 

coloration seem 7s e/ spinel herrin a If. rob obl Too dark For iceland tT! bared! sseldn' 

5 9 J hv. been so nctcash/ 

Did any one disagree or have reservations about 
identification? “ oad 

, az olways save reservations py Ais speaes bu7 This bref 

If yes, explain: $31 Thoyers very well and was much Sike Rad Rock bind of fost your 
a i beT meybe a WItle kghTer iq color 

Viewing conditions: give lighting, distance (how measured), and optical equipment: 

Overcast a7 hat lime~ cole 
may have Seemed adynker Wha

n They Qere- 200 ye. on 

water Te SOyd. asit Flew over + ARK Scope + jox binoes 

Previous experience with species and similar ones: 2 soeo Reo Rock bird fost yr. + 

e possible one at k. Manecoa severa/ yrs. back. 

References and persons consulted before writing descripti
on: 

How long before field notes made? OA spot this form completed? hexT_ aay [I-24-9 
a 

mi Te: F. @ ch Field Reports Editor, S23 Regteess cet, Ean Gutsy
 1A Gees 

a 
Keka; bexr fF ferry j SCQ2O0 

? 
se



DOCUMENTATION FORM for extraordinary bird sightings in Iowa $e-|( 

What species? Thar ers Gu ll = jefe many? | | 

Location? lake View area of Saslorville Resecvoir — (Pol IC @.) 

Type of habitat? Spall IS aay Oren own larqe reserow 

When? date(s): Alou - ad KEL time: 3° iSpum.to 3:45 9.m, 

Who?your name and address: Mar kK Pyoes ele ld-#t l iscomb, Powe 

others with you: Ke th roeschy dt 7 

others before or after you: Steve Dinsmore. Rol Nuercs. Oe Maeve , 
- wT 4 

| , ; ; TO ‘mt, Sim Fallex 
Describe the bird(s) including only what you observed. Include size, ee ee, ae 

of all parts (bill, eye, head, neck, back, wing, tail, throat, breast, belly, under 
tail, legs, feet). Also mention voice and behavior. 

We walked down 42 lake View ew this cold, windy chy and 

used the shebechouse as a windbreal’. About /50 yards Wat 

was a light brow gull that was generally tight brown all aver, 

HX thought it was alwut the Sige ef Herring Gulle nearby hut Mem 

rogue + was Sswalloe How Heevivg Gulls, t+ was paler Han 1% winter 
with 

which were with Ht. sts wings weve light byewny darker 

Hes of the outer Primanes ow the -op
side with the Secondaries showing 

o slight Frosted lock ew the ep side. the ——. a 
“— 

lighter thanthe fepside and
 showed a Frosted cok. ihe oe 

dail ond was a slighty darker
 hewn tan the rest of the 

fail end hack 

id} we black. 
: 

os ‘yo.'29% ot the Cotftouweed Rec. Area of Say
lorville. few aud Lr Saw 

Sot iE Winter “thayers Gulls. theie wings weer slightly di freceat im 

Hovring Gulls 

Addition- Co lotion , but +pe Gheve deccwiphien was the Same Yer ho 

Similar species and how eliminated: 

A Henning Gull i \ darker overall with darker tps of 

Did any one disagree or have reservations about identification? No 

If yes, explain: 

Viewing conditions: give lighting, distance (how measured), and optical equipment: 

Cloudy with \iqht behind ss . Nisfances est mated. 

ZX3O Binoes and AAM Scope . 
Previous experience with species and similar ones: . 

Qu ers Gull jas¢ year at Red Rock and many Hernvg Sulls. 
References and persons consulted before w ou description: | 
Llarwisens Seabirds; Vet'l. Geog. Jura; obhins’ guide; +Rl vol.56,Mo.3 p.7l, 
How long before field notes made? abeut 2 hours this form completed? Av. AS, 48h 

MAIL TO: T. H. Kent, Field Reports Editor, 211 Richards Street, Iowa City IA 52240



DOCUMENTATION FORM for extraordinary bird sightings in Iowa ye-i( 

What species? JAT te ae Thaueic s Cui | How many? / 

Location? Dy lov yi [le. ‘ Sttn from lake iiew onthe west 

Type of habitat? lara @ vpesevvorc., she/fered la) in strong LU2 A) d 
, ; } ? : e 7 aa a 

When? date(s):  A/ou. 2-9, /4 XG time O:/S to S305 

Who?your name and address: De. 7 / dh ae < £¢ holdt. ZL scomb 

others with you: NM awk Kroesch oldTt 

Bob Miers f Steve Ding wpere, bu ¢ 

; unKnown Jb us af we obS$erved Orr 
Describe the bird(s) including only what you observed. Include size, shape, details 

of all parts (bill, eye, head, neck, back, wing, tail, throat, breast, belly, under 
tail, legs, feet). Also mention voice and behavior. | 

dn this Céld ch with MW wood of 26-30 ™ ph we were obstyyin C. Mec ansers 

J hulls troma shelter house, looking Gown ete ga sheltered bay » nt nds tha 

main bedy of the reservoir. We spet ed a hight Gray-brown gal that we Concentyy) 
ie 

forth, Samnetiaies Nigh ting O04) 
the watt r Barrels 

< 

| f ain hour as it Flew back + 
, , 

ty for ( th the Herving Gulls Liying in he sameartea, jghter than an ate 
T+ was smaller 7Nan f } Hes Tate : 

a Mmnore uni cae Colerrng Or irs apperree 
with only 

the giadile, Pee a dios en the outer primaries — only the oe vil ayo f 

v5 th desk ital fI>> A hay termina! band or pet 
petites rate color 

enriye : ° doe | se : aif, 

of the bedy (not as Lark as a Herring's) with hh 
The undersuctace of the Wing? Md & the de e

rs ide tks = ee 

prima rres secenda rres J yee ips Weve 
a ant Lies , *y re 

(almost white) contrasting with the darker 
wing linings ~ bud 7hey 

: e Noht dae - kh ga le beg e- brawn This made us sure the brrd 

WEY ’ 2 e 

Was a yet wrnter Tha yer’s Gall (when eas could ges Ao a inetd, 
, | 

€ nough do check our books thoreugh!y. 

others before or after you: 
—— { 

Similar species and how eliminated: He rreovn Gul/s ~ this brr d8 _—?> re 

smaller ¢ much Lighter with the slve 4 beige Arang lu cent 

Did any one disagree or_have reservations about identification? 4 - 2. do 

. Al first 4 didn't seem layie enouGh (to Po to be 4 ) 

If yes, explain: 7/u yer’s axsit was some Smaller 4 the Herrinas, - 3/7 
WAS O most too C6ld'4o Study cur Deeks bd much- 1+ at hore ety. ir) 

| ys me. conditions: give ftantine, distance (how measdred), and optical equipment: \7 noe! 1g 

cloudy, but light hehindus - "ae tates approximately - 

EX 340 Nikon Pineculars gt © Bushne Spacemaster Slope’. 
Previous 71 1 faa’ whi species ge epi ny 36 Man terriAg Galls — 
ont /Sturater Thayers Gal/ Jas heer . d dla tienel Gast 

_ Ref d persons consulted before writing déscription: Ferd Uside § ~ Al ene Oo 
Sic. Chirag el os Tey pin 8 tlh ab - Par) Be ners ZBL artic 2 Bucks bens Apater Gd, be 

How long before field notes made? a Aours this form completed? Now. AS NE 

MAIL TO: T. H. Kent, Field Reports Editor, 211 Richards Street, Iowa City IA 52240 
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DOCUMENTATION OF EXTRAORDINARY BIRD SIGHTING 

Thayer's Gull, 26 November 1986, Saylorville Res., Polk Co., Iowa 

Observer: Thomas H. Kent, 211 Richards St., Iowa City, IA 52240 

Other observers: Francis Moore, Bob Cecil, Jim Fuller, Steve Dinsmore 

with me. Others in previous three days. 

Times 11:10 a.m. to 12:17 p.m. 

Habitat: Reservoir above dam 

Description: "We spent most of morning looking for a Thayer‘s Gull 

that has been seen here several times in the last three days. 

Finally, from the top of the dam, while scanning a large flock of 

gulls, an eagle came by and flushed the gulis. I had my scope on a 

brown gull and could see the uniform iight brown wing pattern from 

above--it looked totally uniform. The birds lit again. We didn't 

see the undersurtace of the wing. For about an hour, we watched the 

bird through the telescope without moving. We sent Francis out 

several times to do the slow arm raising maneuver to try to flush 

the bird, to no avail. Eventually, he went down the rock face of 

the dam to the edge of the water and did the slow hand raising 

motion. All the guils flew except for the potential Thayer’s Gull. 

But, it eventually raised its wings. We watched it on the water tor 

a long time, and it would turn from side to side. The striking 

thing was that it was an overall uniform light brown bird with 

darker primaries. The head seemed to have a smudge through the eye 

and it seem to be lighter on the nape, which varied depending on 

the angle. When the bird turned toward us, it was a very pale, 

almost buff, with very fine markings. The head appeared fiat to 

slightly rounded. The bill was slim and rounded at the tip on the 

upper surface. It was not bulbous like a Herring Gull. The bird was 
several hundred yards out. Eventually, the bird raised its wings, 
and we could see the white primaries to the tip on the under 

surface, and we could aiso see the upper surface on the other wing 

and it was pale at the tip. Shortly thereafter the bird took off, 

flew down the dam to the west and circled back directly over our 

heads, maybe only SO feet overhead. The primaries were distinctly 

Silvery all the way out except for the very tip where there was 

slight darkening. The upper surface was a very smooth brown with a 

slight darkening at the outer primary. There was no carpel bar. It 

had a darker tail band. Otherwise, the bird was of uniform coior." 

We never got a direct s1ze€ comparison for this bird, as it stayed 

proximal to the main flock of gulls. It appeared larger than the 

many Ring-bills present, but was not directly compared with a 

Herring. 

Behavior: as above 

Conditions: Sun behind us. 1/74 mile fest.) to SO feet (overhead). 

20x score on window mount. 10x binoculars. 

Similar species: The wing pattern 1s that of a first year Thayer’s 

Gull and separates it from Herring Gull. The other features are all 

consistent with Thayer’s Gull. 

Agreement: yes ae 
Previous experience: Carl Bendort and I found the previous record of 

this species in lowa. Have seen this species in Iliinois and 

Missouri. 

References/time used: Looked at Bendortf‘’s article in Iowa Bird Life 

(56: 71) while viewing. 

Time of notes/typed: notes dictated at 12:17, typed next day.



DOCUMENTATION FORM for extraordinary bird sightings in Iowa 

What species? Li ILLS EP ‘a 4ies7 YéALMow many? j 

Location? \APKLLKLYLE CLSECVOLE 

Type of habitat? KES ELIDA 

yo-'l 

When? date(s): VIEL ILA time: H/S AM to L245 477 

Who?your name and address: Tin Va oC ALWLEELL Cty k<welZ DLsA LIF 

others with you: S74 Dwiweté jm LET KCARCS fVoctE bah CFO 

others YeFope or after you: Bel S0YVECS 

Describe the bird(s) including only what you observed. Include size, shape, details 

of all parts (bill, eye, head, neck, back, wing, tail, throat, breast, belly, under 

tail, legs, feet). Also mention voice and behavior. 

Duivve pwes7 tk FRE LEM 7 PE 02 f JOP beet SAF 

ot TRE WATER WERK BHT 107 leizy A KALLE bfoa/ 
C= L¢¢LS, Sne BYLGeuezx Yo dbaeé fly PEPE LED 
APaRAT WWE SI2E 2X A NnEeeewe fettt.’ wKeilé SI77 106 en 
THE WATE FWE BED Wal 2 FAIREE WH /KDCI LfRAY 
Beilin, FYCEPT ~ee THE STEW bith WAS LAKE 
pvt " Whe Ntnb. THE flepo WAS A «771tL AttHTES ~ 
WAP Syme SAERGVC C-r Ter 2E fA, A SHHAPCED AHKCA 
PHU DO ANP BEkiy it 7IE LYE. JHE htt AFP EALEA 

ptt LARK: ttf fKLovl, ESRC CALEY LEA PHECRS 
OVELNEAD, THE GWNOERWWE [URS wo YowlA ~ WHE KLLILN TF 
FE? Was’ WELE GUNYRUWELY FRAWSLbSEUT AD 
WLI 2B ALIEN TEZ DAKE LOLE Gh eo raat Bircotpns a? 
Vee FLL KEATHERS fofhE YAKS, per. THE ULE 
LUNWE WAS OFFI EUET FO SEE, Bk7- po Daze Lf tug Sin 
WleE fVITED: A ORK FAK BRD LEAS SELEY LAT NéEvEe 

Vtee. ErviaaeN Fo LIS CPRR/BE 17S QL AL ITF. 4 

Similar species and how eliminated: <vep- Yeg2 Mee ene r 
sii 4e/ “ete LNDERLYYE 

LLOMT FEST NGS LEXTILELY TRAVPSLELOEET Ly IK tio LANELE 

BALE Lefne FAS: | 

Did any one disagree or have reservations about identificatio
n? “oo 

If yes, explain: 

Viewing conditions: give lighting, distance (how measured), and optical equipment: 

908729 CLOADI KL UVELY LEIPWOG - Poy SlefE AT 

2S0—40p Yiees (inti N70) DWnBl Bfwoces AW se r7 Te 29905 
yy (SpA Lo — | 

previous iper fence with species and similar ones: prow WH ww veer 

References and persons consulted before writing description: 44422@/Sa/’ 

YWVAT/L LE06C1CRPKME : 
How long before field notes made? JS Kees this form completed? S Kear 

MAIL TO: T. H. Kent, Field Reports Editor, 211 Richards Street, Iowa City IA 52240



DOCUMENTATION FORM for extraordinary bird sightings in Iowa go-I\ 

( im, What species? Thayers Geil _ How many? 

Location? hae ville Reserveir, Rik G. 

Type of habitat? On wt it water above dan 

When? date(s): 2¢ November 1486 time: /litS am tO (2:(S am 

Who?your name and address: Francis L. Moere, 336 ee ee St. Weterlso . 1A $b703 

others with you: Fobert Cecil , Tin Kent, Steve 3 ae fe Filey 

others before or after you: m.ob. 

Describe the bird(s) including only what you observed. Include size, shape, details 
of all parts (bill, eye, head, neck, back, wing, tail, throat, breast, belly, under 
tail, legs, feet). Also mention voice and behavior. 

first Saw Wis bird sitting om the water abeve Hu dam Fim tHe East pollover, 

having bean Called fo my attend ion by Tom Kent, Sitting on the waters 

‘ecypGen He ed eee Or 
Cece lake brawn cler, The emeppmemne primeyies 

fta~ the rest ot He bird but wee stilnct as dave asa 

Herring Goil woord have been, There ~@s & sme daed davykey arta —— 

eye of the bird. The bivd sms Rad an even colov Acres* r
n st k, . 

wingtip fo winglip and. Fam tHe legd down - tle base of teil, 

oa not Fle bon Shc tamed Go f tuntal fy ft base ot +l. . ned ry
 the — 

mut did 0. slow Llappng motion te get if 7 Fly. Ail + ~~ 

bot this bid. Rs Fina lly , atter about IS minutes, raised . es 

Couid eleacls see {uk He cabactorruce. 
#° dl2 wings were clear, 5 

aa 

ond tid net have any clavknes* any w
it in fla pi dee gurtan 

ot tHe 

bp) hon id Clew He veper ae 
ot tHe bird was an over

all gven Night 

choceclaxke Coley acct 
voss tle wt Ate i

e corte us 
me dL. err 

ag 

4y' | tcovertS, The fiest Primary jsoked a |l\H
le davleer ow. tHe rar F

oe wri pig 

Primaries were the Stn color as the mot ay 406
 a aad ble:

 Po 

Similar yan tana eliminated: ose gates bec hica ek ee sia 

tn lacland Gull. the bi was 
Gaichy Emel butking 

ava black Ceo low. 
3 

weve da yvkerv 

colored 

Le 

Did any one disagree or have reservations about identification? No 

If yes, explain: 

Viewing conditions: give lighting, distance (how measured), and optical equipment: 

Overtast [suary, seen fem apeny, too tect 4% clasest using 10X40 bincculavs avk 

Zo%60 telescope: 

Previous experience with species and similar ones: Saw cae ether Theyer’s Goil thet wes 
accepted by the (our recerd’s Committee, Fumillay with ing bj lel and He wing Gull. Ne #

4 perience 

References and persons consulted before writing description: Noae with leeland Gell. 

How long before field notes made? 8 ues this form completed? 2Y4 HRS. 

MAIL TO: T. H. Kent, Field Reports Editor, 211 Richards Street, Iowa City IA 52240



yo-l' 

POCWINEN TATION FORD for extraordinary bird sightings in lovwa 

What Species? Thayer's Gull (Larus thayeri) Heyy many: 1. 1st year. 

Location’: Saylorville Res. at dam. Polk Co. 

Type of Habitat’? Lake 

When? date(s)? Nov. 26 time: 11:30 AM to 12:30 

Whos your nane and address FXansi8xMOOKBXEOMX KERLY XSL BMBX BAS MOKBS XALMX KML EXXXX 
Robert Cecil, 327 S. 6th, Keokuk, lowa 52632 
Others with yous 

Francis Moore, Tom Kent, Jim Fuller, Steve Dinsmore 
Qthers before or after yous 

Not known 
Deseribe the birds) including only whak you observed, Live: Luede 
Sire, shape, detai Ve Of all parts (bill, eye, head, neck, back, 
wind, tail, throat, breast, belly, undertail, lege, feet). Alan 
mention voice and behaviar. 

After searching the dam area and-below the dam for a couple of hours, we were back at the 
dam looking for the reported Thayer's. Tom Kent saw a bird land and noted the unmarked 
wingtips. When | saw it, it had already landed. On the water, the bird looked quite 
similar to 1st year Herring gull on water. The color was uniformly tan, with dark at the 
wingtips. The bird remained several yards distant from a large raft of gulls sitting 
nearby. Tom Kent and | kept our scopes on the bird for nearly an hour, noting the. 
following field marks: Uniform tan (or tan-brown? but similar to resting 1st year Herring) 
overall, except for darkat wingtips. Head was same color as back. Was able to compare 
this to Ist year Herring nearby, noted slightly lighter head color on Herring. Also noted 
what sometimes appeared to be white or whitish nape. Though some observers thought this 
to be in the plumage, | felt it was a function of the light. | watched it as the bird 
moved--sometimes it was visible, sometimes not. As you know, sometimes things that aren't 
white look white in the right light. On head, also noted fairly conspicuous smudge through 
eye. | would not have noticed this except Kent pointed it out. Bill was all dark. 

The only other prominent feature was the scalloping between the wing coverts. These were 
(see attached sheet) Ond SCCoNdar ies . 

Similar sapecies and how eliminated: 
This bird was much too dark for Glaucous. Regarding Herring, most differences noted above. 
| — A Don expecting a he darke colored bird, 7 have looked at many Ist year Herrings, 
hou al way s noted the rk ening we win ti 

P tH oH : ne HF ange ee On i aie anbouk the 

ck ie 1 don't = sO. 

If yes, @xpleins 

Viewing conditions: give lighting, cdislance (how measured), and. 

apkical equipments Distance at rest: maybe 400 yds (after-the-fact guess) Overhead: 
perhaps 100 ft. Optics: 20x scope., 10x40 binocs. Sky overcast throughout. 

Previans experience with this end similar species: Thayer's: none 
Herring: quite a bit. : 

References and persons consulted before writing descriptions 
Kent, Moore, and | discussed it. Looked at N.G.S. Birds of N.A. 

Heyes | ang before field nokes marle> 

10 minutes from last sighting 

Hot Leng before this form comp] eked’? 
5 days. 
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were evidently caused by lighter edging on the coverts and secondaries. 

After about an hour, the bird raised its wings briefly. | was able to see 

that there was no darkening to the tips as with Herring Gulls. A moment later, the 
bird took off, flying towards us. This gave us an excellent opportunity to view 
the underwings. The underwings were almost entirely uniform in color, with the 
following exceptions. The first two (leading) primaries were slightly darker 
along their full length. This darkness was not confined to the tips. It appeared 
this darkness followed, and may have been at the feather spine. Also, against the 
sky, the primaries appeared lighter than the body of the wing, but | think this 
was not the result of pigmentation, but of the translucence of the primaries. 

The tail had a dark terminal band. 
In flight, bird was, in my opinion, a lighter shade that the dark brown 

Ist year Herring Gull.
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DOCUMENTATION FORM for extraordinary bird sightings in Iowa ds ( 

What species? Thayer's Gull How many? one 

Location? Saylorville Reservoir Polk Co, Iowa 

Type of habitat? 

When? date(s): 27 Nov 1986 time: inpm to for abt 4 hour 

Who?your name and address: Paul Martsching 1120 Marston Ames, IA 50010 

others with you: Steve Dinsmore _ 

others before or after you: 

Describe the bird(s) including only what you observed. Include size, shape, details 
of all parts (bill, eye, head, neck, back, wing, tail, throat, breast, belly, under 
tail, legs, feet). Also mention voice and behavior. 

size about as big as Herring Gull - there were many Herring Guils around 

to compare with. Lighter in color than any of the first year Herrings 

present. Wings same color as back, except primaries which were dark bron. 

Most obvious difference from first year Herring Gulls was the pure white 

of the primaries from below. This was seen many times - often when flying 

with first year Herrings so got good comparison.- The wings other than the 

primaries were light brown above. 

Similar species and how eliminated: Herrings Gull's wings have dark trailing ecge on 

wing (top side) and aren't pure white on primaries as seen from belowl 

Did any one disagree or have reservations about identification? no 

If yes, explain: 

Viewing conditions: give lighting; distance (how measured), and optical equipment: 

sun west; bird northwest; 7 x 35 bino's & spotting scone. Distance? rather 

far, but white undertips of wings seen even with / x 35 bino's. 

Previous experience with species and similar ones: Jover seen before 

References and persans co ul ted. before writing description: 
consulted Na Lonal Geog NIC 5 eld esi as while looking at bird. 

How long before field notes nai one hour this form completed? Next day. 

MAIL TO: 1. H. Kent, Field Reports Editor, 211 Richards Street, Iowa City IA 52240



DOCUMENTATION FORM for extraordinary bird sightings in Iowa Go-I( 

What species? Thayer's Guill How many? four 

Location? Saylorville Reservoir -~3/K Ca Jom 
/ 

Type of habitat? 

When? date(s): 30 Nov 1986 time: 11:50 __to 12:10 and ar 3:30- pm 

Who?your name and address: Paul Martsching 1120 Marston Ames, IA 50010 

others with you: Steve Dinsmore 

others before or after you: 

Describe the bird(s) including only what you observed. Include size, shape, details 
of all parts (bill, eye, head, neck, back, wing, tail, throat, breast, belly, under 
tail, legs, feet). Also mention voice and behavior. | 

Will d&scribe birds seen in PM as saw l different individuals then. 
¢ dark brown, 1 dark brown whth much white on head, and 1 light brown bird. 
1 saw the dark bird with white head only flying when the pure white under 
sige of the primaries was often visbable. The other three birds were otserved 

both siding on water and flying. While sitting on water, their slightly 

x smaller size than Herring Gull and more rounded head, and mwamkk smaller, 
all dark beak were seen. When flying all showed. the pure white underside 
of the vrimaries. all had dark tails. Had many immature and adult 
Herring Gulls to compare with both sitting on water anc flying, Also Ad.uf?//;; ly. 
Ring-billed Gulls were present. 

Similar species and how eliminated:Immature Herring is bigger, flatter hea ed and 
bigger billed. Primaries are not pure white below. 

Did any one disagree or have reservations about identification? no 

If yes, explain: 

Viewing conditions: give lighting; distance (how measured), and optical equipment: 

overcast. closest maybe 100 yemr yards? 7 x 35 bino's, 20 x 80 bino's, & 
svotting scope. 

Previous experience with species and similar ones: Sa one previous week. 

References and persons consulted before writing description: none 

How long before field notes made? sin So watchingthis form completed? }, hours 

MAIL TO: T. H. Kent, Field Reports Editor, 211 Richards Street, Iowa City IA 52240


