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A-P, The photographs clearly show the bird's smaller size in
comparison to American Goldfinch, the black crown, greenish back,
and white wing patch. It appears to be an adult male from the
western part of the species' range.

A-P, There is not much doubt about the id based upon the
photo, so I suppose one should consider origin. While this
species is a common cage bird in Mexico, it also has a tendency
to wander around some, as indicated in Birds in Iowa. I think the
probability of natural origin is far greater than the possibility
of escape for captivity.

A-P, Good description, but it is nice to have photo of first
state record that shows all the field marks, including yellow
undertail coverts of a green backed (hesperophilus) male.

A-P, Photos showing enough details to determine age, sex, and
area of geographic origin.

A-P, The black cap and face and white bar on primaries
identify this male goldfinch. The bird has a greenish back but
black scapulars. Although most birds of the eastern Rocky
Mountains are black-backed, some have green backs. This bird
appears to be intermediate.

A-P, Great photos!
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