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Terence R. Wahl to Michael C. Newlon, 31 July 1982, with 
comments from Dennis R. Paulson | 

Paul Lehman with note by Jon Dunn, 7 September 1982 
Veet 2 Ahk 2 EY: 2 ? 

V, Not sure. | 
IV, Suggest defer action on these until we know what we are 

talking about. 
V, Same as 81-14 (2 of the three). 

S$i-15 
NA 

V, If these were the same birds as in 81-14, I am now unsure. 
Moore states "not much contrast between body color and primaries 
or tail band". The question is: how much? From Kent’s Nov 7 
photos, I agree with Peterjohn and conclude "too much". Pale tail 
band can show in Herring also.
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31 July 1982 

Dr. Michael C. Newlon 

408 Wales St. 

Iowa City IA 52240 

Dear Mike, 

At bane last, here are the gull record photos and descri
ptions. On first 

looking over some photos I was almost convinced some were Thayer's, only to 

be "unconvinced" when I looked at another photo of the same bird from another 

angle (dorsal, ventral, etc.). I have been extremely busy this summer and 

the whole pile got buried then for some time. When I found it again (with 

some horror and shame) I hurriedly passed it on to Dennis Paulson, whom I 

respect as the best in the Northwest at this kind of 
thing. 

As. you can see from his comments, Dennis went at it and starte
d his comments 

without all his references handy, SO the summary of this senk
intiutenet” is 

in the noutseriget!). I have gone over the records again after Dennis returned 

them to me and concur with his judgment. I can take no "credit" for the 

review, however: Dennis did the work. 

Yours truly, 

Terence R. Wahl



NOTE--POSTSCRIPT ON SECOND PAGE SHOULD BE READ BEFORE ANYTHING ELSE, | Q Fis- 

(also, underwing coverts may be 
too dark for Thayer's) ws 

COMMENTS ABOUT IOWA THAYER'S GULL RECORDS 

#1 - this description for the most part seems fine for a first-winter Thayer's, 
but at the same time it is not too discrepant for a first-winter Herring, that very 
variable species. The bill and head configuration certainly are fine for Thayer's, 
but it may be that some smallest Herrings could overlap this. I don't know what 
to make of the white trailing edge of the tail as a ffeld mark; skins in the Burke 
Museum don't show this any better developed for Thayer's than for Herring, in fact 
it is not prominent usually. I don't think a paler feather edge would develop from 
feather wear, as the description implied for a Herring Gull, if anything just the 
reverse--pale edges wear off with time. THe flight shots, which I am not sure 
represent either one or two individuals, to me show too much dark color under the 
outer primaries for Thayer's. Most (all?) Thayer's show uniformly gray under the 
primaries, not any darker on the outer ones than the inner ones, and the shot of 
the bottom bird on the page with 3 pictures shows clearly darker outer primaries, | 
as does the bird on the other page (bearing in mind that backlighted feathers may - 
look different). We have two Thayer's wings available in the collection here, and 
both of them are uniformly pale, the outer primaries exactly like the inners. I 
don't really know the extent of the variation possible, but I do know that underwings 
of Herring and even Western can look fairly pale with backlighting. Unfortunately 
I have no comparable photographs of first-year Herrings in flight, and it's too 
bad that the observers didn't try to get such pictures for their own comparison. 
Thus this bird (these birds) could well be Thayer's, but the descriptions and photos 
don't totally confirm the identification, in my opinion. 

#2 - this bird again looks superficially like a good Thayer's, the head/bill shape 
and size identical to birds I have photographed. Note that Thayer's can have a 
head just as flat as that of any other gull at times--this difference is overemphasized 
in the literature and doubtless will go on confusing people. I am disturbed that I 
cannot get any sign of the paler underwing tips of Thayer's from the photos, nor. does 
the description mention them, although it does mention paler proximal primaries (see 
above comments). Again, identification rests on bill size, which of course overlaps 
considerably in Herring/Thayer's. This bird has even less credibility than the 
preceding one as a Thayer's. ) 

#3 - with no photographic documentation it becomes even more difficult to assess 
records such as this. The lack of "actual" Herring Gulls to compare with these birds 
is of course critical, and I would have liked to have seen definite differences 
described in underwing color/shade between the two seen under similar conditions in 
flight. The fact that they were 175-250 yards away certainly precludes good study. 
I don't see that anything discussed here clearly points to these birds being Thayer's. 

#4 - again, the description matches Thayer's well enough, but I don't think it is 
outside the known variation of Herring, which certainly can have an entirely black bill 
in winter (I assume all or most of such birds I have seen in Massachusetts in November 
were Herrings...) as well as a variety of types of scapular edging. Again, observation 
in flight would have been most definitive, although not if in isolation away from 
known Herring Gulls. I really think that lighting on wings can be tricky, and with 
lots of Herring and even more Thayer's to look at here in Washington, I am confused by 
some individual birds. Again, probably a Thayer's but not for sure. 

#5 - this is an excellent description and seems as much like a first-year Thayer's 
as any of those I read. I wish it had been photographically documented. Note that 
it matches the description of bird #1, however, and the photos of that bird aren't 
quite enough to convince me of Thayer's because more dark color is present under the wing than is usual. Excuse me, I just found the photographs of it. They are not at 
all compelling, the top one unfortunately having the underwing blurred; again, they could be a Thayer's; but they also might not.



COMMENTS ABOUT IOWA THAYER'S GULL RECORDS (2) ¥ I-15 

#6 - (I suppose there is an error in the date here, listed as Dec. 1982); again, this 
description sounds like Thayer's Gull in wing coloration, especially the contrast 

between upper and under surface, although again I would have liked a detailed description 

of how the Herring Gulls looked under these conditions. : It sounds as if the 
observer had abundant opportunities to compare the birds, nevertheless, and again 

this sighting has a good chance of being a Thayer's. Again, it is unfortunate there 

is no photographic record of it. 

SUMMARY: On first glance at descriptions and photos, I was convinced that Thayer's 

Gulls were being observed in Iowa, even if all the records were not equally convincing. 
On detailed examination of the same material, I am left a bit more dubious, because 

of comments above. Nevertheless, it seems hard to believe that the observers aren't. 

seeing smaller, smaller-billed, lighter underwinged birds with their Herring Gulls, 
and they may all be Thayer's. Collecting one would be a very good idea at this point, 
just to confirm in the hand what people are seeing in the field at different distances 
and under different lighting conditions. The two species do overlap in virtually 
all characteristics in first-year plumage, and identification rests on a constellation 

of characters. 

POSTSCRIPT: All of the above was written with one big disadvantage--I did not have 
accessible my photographs of Thayer's and Herring Gulls. Subsequently I have gone 
through American Birds issue by issue for the last ten years to look for photos of 
Thayer's. Looking at all these photos has convinced me, contrary to previous comments, 
that probably none of the above records are Thayer's! I advise the observers to look 
at the following photographs in that journal: 

AB 26: 445--this "Iceland Gull" was subsequently reidentified as a Thayer's (which I 
had thought it was on seeing the.photo), and it shows what I mean about the underwing. 

AB 31: 318--this bird shows the rather uniform dorsal aspect of the wings, much less 
-contrasty than the photos of Iowa #1, and also the pale underwing tip, without the 
dark tip/pale window effect described For the Iowa birds. 

AB 34: 266--these two birds show the rather pale wingtips (left bird is undoubtedly 
the spring one, rather worn) and the lack of very contrasty sections of the wings. 

AB 29: 51--again, the overall pale appearance is apparent. As has been stressed by 

some authors, this species is at least.as similar to Kumlien's as to Herring, perhaps 
more so in some ways. Note also that none of the birds in these photos is particularly 
pale-headed, a feature I found a bit odd on one or more of the Iowa photos--and of 
course in the West we often use the pale-headed effect on some young eee to 

distinguish them from Westerns. 

I hope these comments are taken as constructive ones and especially that recourse to 
the AB photos cited here will be of great value to Iowa observers. There is little 
doubt that Thayer's Gull should/does occur in Iowa, butI don't believe its presence 
has been documented there yet. : ° < Do uues Kaulov 

Dennis R. Paulson 

Burke Museum 
University of Washington 
Seattle, WA 98195
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P.0. Box 1061 

Goleta, Calif. 

93116 

7 Sept. 1982 

Comments on Several lowa Records of Thayer's Gull 

Before giving my thoughts on each of the individual Thayer's Gull records, | would 

like to make a few comments on my article which appeared in Birding 12(6). The 

artist's plate (p. 200) was nver seen by me before the article was published. 

While it is "'0.K.", I'm not crazy about the bill shape shown and the primaries 

on the first-year bird are too dark; this may have partly resulted in the mis- 

identifications | believe were made in the lowa birds. Several of the black and 

white photos in the Birding article were also reproduced too darkly. The cover 

photo of that issue (in color) shows the primary color much more accurately. 

| believe each of the records of lowa Thayer's Gulls sent to me is either 

definitely or probably of Herring Gulls. None are definitely Thayer's. 

Certainly all the photos that accompany several of them are of Herrings. A real 

problem | see with each is that the written details for each sound possible for 

Thayer's, but that the photos of the same indivduals show them clearly to be 

Herrings and, in part, conflict with the written details. Those without photos 

are more difficult to evaluate. In every case, female Herrings may well have been 

involved; this sex averages smaller and rounder headed than the male, giving it 

more of a ''Thayer's'' look. — 

Record #1 (2 at Lake Manawa, 19 March 1981): 

The photos show a bird that, at rest, appears too dark overall for a 

Thayer's in March (too gray and smudgey, not paler brown and more flecked); the 

pale-headed look to the bird is better for Herring; and the primaries definitely 

appear too dark and lack pale edges to the tips of the primaries (in other words, 

the primaries seem fine for Herring). In flight, both the uppersurface and under- 

surface of the primaries are much too dark. See the flight photo of a Thayer's 

from underneath on page 205 of the Birding article; the outer primaries are as 

pale as the inner primaries and secondaries. The Lake Manawa birds look very much 

like Herring Gulls.
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Record #2 (2 at Coralville Res., 7 November 1981): 

The photos show one major problem with the birds being thayer's: the primaries 
are too dark and lack the pale edges to the primary tips ( a bird in November is in 
fresh plumage and shows these pale tips). They appear to be Herrings. The smal] 
head and smaller billed look can be attributed to the birds probably being females. 

Record #3 (3 at Coralville Res., 8 November 1981): 

Why aren't two of these the same as in ''Record #2''2? (which | believe to be 

Herrings). Not enough specifics in written details; description could fit either 

Herring or Thayer's. 

Record #4 (1 at Lake Manawa, 5 December 1981): 

‘'Chocolate'' brown primaries sound too dark for Thayer's. Other marks mentioned 
could’fit a Thayer's, also a female Herring. Not seeing coloration of the primaries 

(above and below) in flight an important omission. 

Record #5 (1 at Coralville Res., 6 December 1981): 

Photo of bird in flight (taking off) shows underwings to be much too dark for 
Thayer's. Overall coloration of bird also appears to be too dark. Appears to be 

a Herring Gull. 

Record #6 (1 at Saylorville Dam, 10-17 Dec. ''1982"' (sic)): 

Plumage ''grayish-brown'' fits Herring better; Thayer's more of a tan-brown. 

Pink at base of bill not typical for a Thayer's in December (but fine for Herring). 
Again, not really enough in description to be certain; were absolutely all the 

primaries from underneath a ''ghost-gray''? (should really have been whitish). | believe 
there isn't enough in this description to be positive of an identification. 

Hope these comments have been of some help. 

Sorry to be only ''negative'’ on all of the records, but they were either 

clearly of Herring Gulls or lacked sufficient details and could either have involved 
Herring or Thayer's. | am sure that Thayer's occurs in lowa somewhat regularly, 

however. 

Sincerely, 

ie ap 4 ea 
Paul Lehman 

P.S. If you have any further questions, feel free to ask. 

Pss. Imm sary teat T dont Now have the time to respond iq deteal, but allef ST exammued here are une Quiyo ‘ AOS Lore Fert is geese i Messer oe atsGiny Gulls. 
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Summary of Review of an Ornitholoaic Observation 
| a 

by the Records Commtittee K1-1S 

of the Iowa Ornithologists' Union 

SPECIES: Thee nt (we 

DATE SEEN: §& Mow 176! | - 

pb. we SITE OF OBSERVATION: Corefolk les <{-' 

OBSERVERS: [Prencea Muse 

DATE OF REVIEW: /482, &% Mey (7h 

METHOD OF REVIEW: Wal? reetny 
CLASSIFICATION OF RECORD: V 

COMMENTS: 
Mone 4 the S- fat rn ape Thay ol 

ew Accepted, 
Th, bon te hee I, tanwe Tisne reco 

ne a ee Com yrlfeT3. 

The CG... te S us j—~e pen th rr 
4 

These boone ont _ wo Hetany hele, 

ps. Hat Dot, LK uk, nthe~ Tiap— 

accepted (Lom set hh Myre). 

Any action may be re-reviewed upon submission of additional evidence. 

Explanation of Classification: , 
I = labeled, diagnostic specimen, photograph, or recording available for 

review by the Committee 
I] = acceptable sight record documented independently by 3 or more observers 

III = acceptable sight record documented by 1 or 2 observers | 
IV = probably correct record, but not beyond doubt 
V = record with insufficient evidence to judge 

VI = probably incorrect identification, escapee, or otherwise unacceptable record 

Classification is based on the highest category agreed upon by six of seven 
committee members.



DOCUMENTATION FORM for extraordinary bird sightings in Iowa gl-1 

What species? Tha yer?s Geil fd res tha yeri ) How many? 3 7 

Location? cal ville i ae voir 

Type of habitat? Open wate fear Sank Senda bench near tho Ps ont pay nor 

ee ~ Count 
When? date(s): November 8, 198! tiem: £10 % %-30 es 

Who?your name and address: Francis es Meere, 264 oe See | or erry ae iA SO70 | 

others with you: Rosse tl Haus _fom Kent, Ti, Shue Ti Sct. wane ee 

others before or after you: Don't Know _ o veleadebus Many more. 

Describe the bird(s) including only what you observed. Include size, shape, details 
of all parts (bill, eye, head, neck, back, wing, tail, throat, breast, belly, under 
tail, legs, feet). Also mention voice and behavior. The thvee birds seen weve abovt 

de $)%e = 4 heey vin & Ils : + 1c | Ls wt Ca plum Az Th weet obviousin 1 
v in ica Y . wously large 

gulls of Ha ee Layu.s coll « ue gies larger ae REE Bing billed Guill 

ee _ Bona parte's Ge il Hut Weg ne
xt to te three larger bird s. the bir S 7 

had an overa Il brown look to these There wert ro Herring Gulls near b
y with which 

to make ALomparisonet siZe avd calender. “rie. bills ot af dacee gvils
 were black 

did vet seem 45 heavy or bulky as de Lit of w~ phere inn Gull. Theve Wes ret 
ee of 

a conta st between He overa U bode sings greet Hee co low ab ast ar yes n
e the 

| y ve te earante et being an even clove we oVet p 

parraner Fi a a One 
“p He bird * 42% \ jet a

 better look at élowad the
 

whitish trailing on tlhe teil. The tail band of all three birds 
was ot 

. | eae size g one 5 iodo. toHe other ak was fairly 
broad. Eventually, 

atiec west ft Hi Ae observers had. | A+ ie, began te Fs 3 hor =. 

distanae$ and tome Closer to th phere. At this time th — described 

by D,ul Lehman in Bivding was noticable ; As Hae bivds were in t ight avd 

banked agains} Ho ¥ Lt He pvimaries 
ana oth er Piigh4 feathers were 

of 

om tren s lucent cast. \\ Pe He above clvecteristies im conbisn
tion eee oe 

44 de birds are Tha
yer's Gav lis. Most view

s of He Three — Ww e
ye bart f 

about 17S to 250 pave
s aAawan. Feather edging on

 fhe Pprimavies an most a évso 

how 

to $s back. 

Similar species snd 

aw Very Uni 

eacd iva aw rolea loo 

Ring -bjlled Golls were sa2en. in dived poe ae 4 +o Heese Hhree ‘vas ard weve definitely 

much Smaller birds, the Heviing Go ils Cf: vst Wan bivds ) | have Seen have mart. 
Ave 

Did any pik at oagitee "OF have pesérva ions’ about identification? A ew 

ch tecompare these 
If yes, explain: theve was not orn smmatuve 

Heeeing g oll upon whi 

Viewing conditions: give lighting, distance (how measured), and optical equipment: 

Lighting “> brightovevcest te Sunny, bivds seen “a Appre x | 3© yavds on ange § fe Vg mi le on 

He water; viewed though, 7X 3S mm Bel
 Kook Prism ineeulars 20K avd 40 X eyepieceson 

Avshnell Spacemester +ele Sc pe, and 
Fhyough 7TSOmm Celesten belsncupt- 

Previous experience with — and similar ones: No previees etperience with this species 

but have seen han Kiny-bi led anol evving Geils. , . 

References and persons consulted before writing description: General Notes ef lowa Brva Life 
June agi Volume $1, No.2; Idendifi cation of Thoyers Gull inte Field, Birding, December (ABO Volume Kil, No.G. 

How long before field notes made? S hours this form completed? 2 daus 

MAIL TO: T. H. Kent, Field Reports Editor, 211 Richards Street, Iowa City IA 52240


