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Jan L. Walter 
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Records Committee: IBL 62:22 

VOTE: 7 A-D 

A-D: Description seems to be adequate. I do think it would be 
a difficult bird to identify while at dials not sitting so it 
could be studied. 

A-D: Leg color is especially convincing when combined with 
black wing tips. 

A-D: Good description. 
A-D: Despite what seems a rather bizarre choice of habitats, I 

think this bird was correctly identified. Even if the leg color 
was the result of dirt - and I feel comparison with nearby 
Ring-bills adequately demonstrates that it was not - the 
un-mirrored primaries and other field marks eliminate other 
possibilities. Good documentation. 

A-D: Good detail, fits adult Black-legged Kittiwake. 
A-D: Combination of black legs & feet, yellow bill, unmarked 

squarish white tail, all black triangular wingtips and same 
overall size as Ring-billed Gull rule out anything else. I would 
think tht the head should have had some darker coloring behind 
the eye and back toward the nape but molt may not have gotten 
that far in this bird. Good documentation.



DOCUMENTATION FORM FO" 36 
For Extraordinary Bird Sightings in Iowa 

What species? Blase k - leqged Ore WJ a. £eC_ How many? / 

Location? ! nc. w.of Ca Road S-/4 5h me. 1. of’ Vey) ture, (erro Gorda Co, La 

Type of Habitat? Harvested Corn field 

When? date(s): // Nov, LIV G6 time:/§-20 min tomid-a fter noon 

Who? your name and address: he A. re Wa / fe 5 GZ4-/2 te . 4 _tla so A 0, ty bie 5S O46/ 

Others with you: Je kK dete J dn 

Others before or after you: None. 

Describe the bird(s) including only what you observed. Include size. shape, details of all parts (bill, eve, head, neck, back, wing, tail, throat, breast, belly, undertail, legs, feet). Also mention voice and behavior. 

fall tilling. It's extremely pale plumage made jt ofand out from the similar sized Ring-billeds, Severa| times when the Ploak rose trom the Ground, t heas ashert distance, and settled Gack Asien, the éealblaeg - and feet Sere dlearly wisible. against the snow white underparts, The ing- billeds legs ane feet Aid rot Show any dare discoloration Se the blac @oler was foe 9 t« 
dirt or mud. The eyes were dark and the head Pure whtte without Sm tadg es 
Or MAFKINGS - the only times the yellow bill WAS Visible were when the bird 
Was feeding in the rough round and I eouw ld not determine. (t/t had any 
Markings or not. When it Frew The mantle Was yh slightly Parcer than the 
head and unmarked SZuarish white 7 similar tothe Color ta the. photograph 

on p.bot the Amenizan Birds referente atted below. The wing tips were b/ Pe withowt any white spots Of MArkKINGS. The. b la i aren. was 

pena ae and more trran elar than. those onthe. wing s ef tha Bins. 

billeds- TL did not hear any calls that were different trom those of
 

the Ring-billeds - 

Similar species; how eliminated: 

Blaak legs and feet and VL bill ehminated other Bulls 

jn this size range. 

/ Did any one disagree or have reservations about the identification? Not- a ter Gonsul ti 79 the If yes, explain: A nerigah Bird s rete rence asted below. 

Viewing conditions: give lighting, distance (how measured ), optical equipment. Bright san, 1Ght from the side. 
Closest distanéte 75-/06 yards (ue ss) 
SX40 Binoculars . vi ore PheNocs experience with species oe pale ones: None. with this Spevles 

References and persons consulted igre writing description: ‘ ¢ | (nds of North Amersea : ational Geographic, Soarety _. Vp luz No, | Blaek-leqged Kittiwaxe and Red-legged KiHiwace: Kaufman Ameriuan birds Vol a Op 3-4 
How long before field notes made"Right away this form completed? Zweers 

Send completed form to Field Reports or CBC editor (address on back cover of Iowa Bird Life). 


