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Lazuli Bunting Record Number: 81-EQ
14 May 1958 Classification: A-D
Iowa side of Big Sioux River, IA

William Youngworth

south of DeHaan Mink Ranch; Youngworth 1959

REFERENCE

Youngworth, W. 1959. The Lazuli Bunting along the western
border of Iowa: a summary. IBL 29:3-5.

Brown 1971

Bent 1968
VOTE (1981): 6-III, 1-V

III, based on observer.

V, no details.

III, report by experienced observer of several records
including song.

III, reliable observer, although no description given.
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LAZULT TUNTING ALONG WESTERN 1C

THE LAZULI BUNTING ALONG THE WESTERN

BORDER OF IOWA: A SUMMARY

Oy WILLIAM G. YOUNGWORTII
JIY Fanl Sveond 8L,
SIOUX CITY, IOWA

A male Lazali Bunting Is o lovely thing to watch in the bright sun on
the western praivies of mounlains, bul il seems even more beaullul when
found on the farm lands of lowa, It was o wonderful experience when I
made my first lowa observalion on May 20, 1929. Since that day I have
searched unceasingly to extend my observalions of this bird on the weslern
border of lowa. The following account is a summary of my efforls.

The next observalion of the Lazuli Bunling in Iowa was made by Mrs.
Harold R, Peasley, Des Moines, Towa. on July 25, 1935, This maost inleresting
recovd was e near Ing ola, Warren Counly, and was well verificd lwo
days later, July 27, by Mrs. Peasley and a group of obscrvers consisling of
Mrs. W. G. DuMonl, Miss Olivia McCabe, and Mrs. John E. Stewarl.

There was a long interval between the Warren Counly record and the
next record along the western border of Iowa. This took place on May 16,
1948, when an the joint ficld wip of lhe Nebraska Ornilhologists® Union
and Iown Ornilhologists' Union al Sioux City, Mrs. Peasley again abserved
a maie Lazuli Bunling—just acruss the Iowa border in Soulh Dakola. This
time her group consisted of Mrs. Janel DuMant, Dr. Chas. Stewarl, Paul
Lenverton, Mes. Joseph Chamberlain and Dr. Telford Worle

To give the summary more compleleness, the reader will please bear wilh
me while I offer scveral other occurrences of the Lazuli Bunling near the
western border of Towa. These show thal this species does nest near the
Iowa border and is probably moving inlo Towa.

The first observatlion is by Dr. Waller J. Breckenridge, on June 26, 1929.
The place was in Minnesola near the Red River of the North and has been
beaulifully documented by Dr. Breckenridge in Occasional Papers: Number 3,
Universily of Minnesola Museum of Natural Ilislory. The colored painting
of a hybrid Indigo X Lazuli Buntling adds much (o the paper. However, the
mosl interesting point is that this western bunling was maled wilth 2 female
Indiggo Dunting, a fncl which will be stressed later in Uhis report,

While on a collecling Lrip to Yanklon Counly, South Dakoela, an July 4,
1933, 1 abscrved a normal pair of Lazuli Buntings going abhul their nesting
dutlies. This record is given lo point out the facl thal Lazuli Bunlings
normally nest as near as 50 air miles from lhe Towa border, 1 lhink this
occurrence has been ignored or overlooked by many birders in Lthis arca.

The next Lazuli Bunling vecord in this general area was made during
the firsl week of June, 1935. While the writer was camped near Spring
Lake, Day Counly, South Dakola, on several successive maornings a male
Lazuli Bunting was scen with two female buntings. One female was an
Indigo Dunting and Lhe other a Lazuli Bunting. On cvery oceasion when
the male Lazuli Bunling was flushed the lwo females would also flush.
1 was sorry I could nol stay longer lo delermine whether both females
starled nest-building.

The lale Dr. T. C. Stephens and I ycars ago agreed Lhal locally a
bird seen un cilher hank of the Big Sioux River, the boundry line belween
Towa and South Dakola, would in the course of a day's aclivily fly back
and furth across the river many limes. If a bird were seen in the morning
on the South Dakola bank, it could prohably be expected on the lowa bank
hy afternoon.  Wilth this spreement inomind 1 oda not hesilate o give the
Tollowing records, "

On May 15, 1950, while on a ficld trip alang the Bipg Sioux River, 1
found a male Lazuli Bunling on the Soulh Dakotla side of the river. This
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singting almwest constanlly and was walched for a long lime. On
May 17, 1956, 1 accompanied Willism R, Fellon, Jr., to his farm near
the Missouri River. This is a few miles from Sioux City, bul in South
“Dakota, On his farm o we saw aomale Lazali Bunling in good plumage. I
wias foeding on eanker worms.

On May 22 1957, 1 relbuened Lo one of my favorite bicding areas, lhe
it Sienx River near the Hunter Bridge, Among the many singing Tnd o
Bantinge: 1owas nol surprised to find Lwo fully plomaged  Lazuli Buntings,
also singng in fine form. 1 was again on the South Dakola side of the
streim, but T oknew That some day 1 would happen o be on the olher side
and would alse find my Lazuli Bunlings.

Twenly-nine years after T fiesl reporled the Lazsuli Buntling in Tows, 1
wits apgain rewarded for my palient efforls by seeing a fully plumaged male
zuli Bunting on the Towa stde of the Bip Sioux River—May 14, 1958, The
acival sile was near the river just south of the Dellaan Mink Ranch. The
bivd was feeding wilh several singing Indigo Puntings in a large elm
Iree. The singing oy inilial elne. This Lazali Duntling was loo busy
feeding 1o simge. , LU was silenl for most of the hour thal 1 waltched il. He-
peated visils o the peneral aren wnlil mid-June failed lo reveal the Lazuli
Bunting as o swmaner vesidenl and T feared that 1 would have lo wail an-
olther year for o nesting, Bot [ was wrong, as will be relaled below.

-

Many years apo 1o found a Clay-colored Sparrow in lale May in a
cerlain area of Plymouth Counly. Almoest yearly I have visited lhat spol
to delermine if this sparrow does summer in northwest lowa, bul I have al-
ways met with failure. On June 18, 1958, I made my regular Lrip Lo this hill-
side pastore and after o long tramp I returned (o the road. 1 heard a bunting
singg ol imnediately 1 pul omy pelass on il. Much lo my surprise I saw
thal it was a Lazuli Banling in somewhal different plumage and nol an
Indign. 'y pelling into the car and moving nearer Lo the bird, 1 was able
Lo walch il al close range. My sccond look broughl to mind the Dreckenridge
pointingg of o hybeid  Laznll X Indiggo Dunling. T was rnuile snllsficd (hat
this was whal T had singing before me, anolher hybrid. Exciled chips aboul
15 Teet from the road in a snowberry patch elaimed my atlention, and wilh

Medication

The beawtiful  [routispivie  accompanying  this article repeesents  taon
“firsts.” 11 is the first calored Mate ta be published in our magazine, and
the first colored painting that the artist, Farnest W, Steffen of Cedar Rapids,
Lonca, has earer b published.  Although he has made hundeeds of bird paini-
ings in color, this picture acas painted expressly for loaca Divd Life, to illus-
trate Me. Yoaunganrth's avticle an the Lazuli Bunting.

Ar. Vowngacorth, avcha has seritten more avticles for anr magazine than
any other wmember and aver a fmry frn'mf af Yrars, underavrate the enst n]
the calared plate as a special contribution (a the loaca Oraitholagists’ Unian.

W are prowd ta dedicate this issue of losea Wird Life ta these taca gen-
crous members—Earnest W, Steffen and William Yaungacorth.

&
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them came calls from my singer. The Lwo birds were undoubledly mated,
bul Lthe adid thing again was thal this female bunting with nesting malerial
in her bealk was a normal female Indigo Bunling. Here was the Brecken-
ridpge Lazuli-Indigo Buntling nesling story all over again, The resl of Lhe
morming was spenl in lislening o my hybrid sing his sprightly song
and  walching his Indigo Bunting male carrying nesling malerial lo her
partly finished nest.

The guest for the Lazuli Bunting in Iowa can be carvied on by anyone
willing Lo listen lo every Indigo Buntling song and then trace it down dur-
ing the course of the spring and summer season., One must listen Lo hun-
dreds. even thousands, of such songs, as 1 have. Evenlually lhe reward will
be the recording of a Lazull Bunting. 1 Lhink this species has been over-
looked in Towa, 1 believe thal inlensive ficld work will reveal it is possibly
a regular summer residenl in weslern Iowa,

The queslion of how 1o idenlify a hybrid Lazuli X Indigo Bunting
may cause some observers to wonder a bil, but a goad, close lonk will reveal
the almost complele Jack of usual tawny color, which appears on the breast
of a normal Lazuli Bunling male, and the rather indefinile while wing-bars.
The shadings of the various blues are noliceable in the hand, llowever, for
a really fine descriplion of this hybrid one must refer lo Dr. Dreckenridiee's
paper. I took a hybrid Lazuli X Indigo Dunling on Junc 1, 1932, in Cherry
County. Necbraska, and fecel quite sure Lhe sight record in Plymouth Counly
was the same sorl of hybrid. )
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Lazuli Bunting Passerina amoena (Say)

Accidental

There have been these obscrvations since 1933: 25 July, 1935
Warren Co. (Peasley, 1936); third week in May, 1940, Des Moim;s
(HRP); 13 May, 1949, near Newton (Moore, 1949); 14 May, 1958, near
Sioux City (Youngworth, 1959b); 15 May, 1939, Shenandoah (Borr.;ner j
1959); 29‘ May, 1961) Lamoni (WDeL). There also have been acvera: 7
o.bservatmns by=¥m. Youngworth on the South Dakota side of the Big H
Sioux River, and several records of what appeared to be hybrids of the
Lazuli and Indigo Buntings. There is no Iowa specimen extant.

Range.—South central Canada to Baja California, Guerrero, and
Veracruz.

Breeding range.—The lazuli bunting breeds from southern British
Columbia (Chilliwack, Vernon, Edgewood), northwestern and central
Montana (I'ortine, Belt Mountains), southern Saskatchewan (Shauna-
von, Regina), central North Dakota (Fort Lincoln), and northeastern
South Dakota (Fort Sisseton) south to northwestern Baja California
(San Quintin), southeastern California (Clark Mountain), southern
Nevada (Charleston Mountains), southwestern Utah (St. George,
Zion Canyon), central Arizona (Camp Verde), northern New Mexico
(Fort Wingate, Santa Te), and westorn Oklahoma (Cheyenno),
southwestern Kansas (Elkbart), and central eastern Nebraska (Platte
Center).

Winter range.—Winters from southern Baja California (Triunfo),

-southern Arizona (T'ucson) and southwestern New Mexico (CIif1),

south, to Guerrero (Iguala, Clilpancingo) and central Veracruz
(Orizaba); casually Maryland (Timonium).

Casual records—Casual in central western British Columbia
(Shushartie), central Alberta (Jasper Park, Castor), western Min-
nesota (Warren, Lakefield), and western Missouri (St. Joseph).

Accidental in Mackenzie (Fort Providence).

Migration.—Early dates of spring arrival are: Missouri—St. Louis,
May 7; Kansas City, May 13. Iowa—Sioux City, May 14 (median of
7 years, May 15). Minnesota—LElk River, May 18. Texas—Sinton
and Laguna Atascosa Refuge, April 19; Midland, April 26; Tarrant
County, April 30. Oklahoma—Payne County, May 5. Kansas—
Wichita, April 23. Nebraska—Hastings, April 30; North Platte,
May 5. South Dakota—Sioux Ialls, May 13. North Dukota—
Charlson, May 31. Saskatchewan—Indian Head, May 18. Colo-
rado—Colorado Springs, April 22; Denver, May 3. Wyoming—
Green River, May 5; Guernsey, May 6 (average of 8 years for south-
eastern Wyoming, May 16). Alberta—Castor, May 26. Idaho—
Lewiston, May 6 (median of 11 years, May 13). New Mexico—Silver
City, Mnay 1; Los Alamos, May 5. Utah—IKeams Canyon, May 15.
‘Montana—Miles City, May 11. California—coastal southern Califor-
nia, April 4; Dublin, April 12. " Nevada—Mercury, April 30,

Lato dates of spring departure are: Sinaloa—April 21, Texas—
Sinton, June 19. Kansas—DBendena, June 4; Stockton, May 24.
Colorado—Fort Morgan, May 28. Oregon—Douglas County, April

046-787T—88—pt. 1——11

I-J' r\r

ot =2

] s



