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A-D, I'm not sure this gull was correctly aged, but the black bill and the perception of size
slightly larger than Ringbill carries the ID in any case. First winter Herring Gull is brown, not
black and white as noted by the observer, and Ring-bill does not have scaly back, also noted by
observer. Observer needs to include distance of view in documentaions.

NA, | feel that this 1st summer/juvenile plumage is hard to verify. The scaly back pattern and
black bill are good characters, but | think the wing pattern must be seen to eliminate Thayer’s,
California and dark billed Herring gulls in first summer plumage.

NA, Before identification of gulls is possible, they must be aged. This bird was judged to be a
1st summer bird, based, | think, on the dark bill and white, streaky head. While it is not
impossible for a summer bird to be in a delayed molt in October, the bird should be showing a great
deal of feather wear. | need a bit more information to clarify the aging before judging the
identification. The description of the back as "very scaly” suggests more of a fresh plumage and may
point toward a first-winter gull. While the scaliness of the back, the dark bill, and the white head
are to a certain extent suggestive of Lesser Black-backed, the variability of size and pattern of
Herring Gulls cannot easily be dismissed. Without observation of the double row of dark secondaries
of the bird in flight, | don’t belive the Herring can be unequivocally eliminated for any record of
1st winter Lesser Balck-backed seen in lowa.

NA, Ken Brock, regional editor of Field Notes, wrote as follows, "Lesser Black-backed Gull:
Documentation inadequate. | would never identify (or accept) a first-year Lesser without the upper
wing pattern (i.e., dark greater wing coverts and little contrast between inner five and outer five
primaries). The bird might well have been a Lesser, but the description was not convincing."

NA, This was a tough call. | am troubled by the lack of observation in flight, no mention of the
distance from the bird (could it have been flushed?; if distant, bill might indeed not have been
completely dark). | dont think contrasty appearance is necessarily conclusive for this species; a
bird below Red Rock dam at the time of the lvory Gull sure looked like a Lesser BB to some,
including visitors from Kansas City, but BJ Rose among others considered it a contrastingly-marked
1st winter Herring. Some observers overlook the difference between juvenile (dark) and 1st-winter
(contrasty, often with pale head and rump) Herring Gulls. Overall | am not convinced that this ID
can be made on a bird at rest from an unspecified distance.
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