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II, I’m convinced.

II ?I-P, Descriptions identify the bird. Surprizing that
bobbing behavior not noted and that it was silent.

86-17
A-D

II or I-P if a diagnostic photo was taken and is available to

the records committee. Descriptions are consistent and adequate

for Rock Wren. Any other species are ruled out by documentations,

which were for the most part very well done.

II, A combination of all documentations gives a very accurate

description of a rock wren.
II, Should have tried to photograph.

II, Seen by many! Composite of many views allows confirmation

of 1ID.



ROCK WREN AT SAYLORVILLE RESERVOIR
LOREN PADELFORD AND BABS PADELFORD

On 22 November 1986, we were birding the rock face of the Saylorville Dam
with B. J. Rose. At 1:20 p.m., we stopped the car at the east turnoff. As we
got out of the car, a small bird flew from the roadside to the rocks, a dis-
tance of about 25 feet from us. We watched the bird for about 5 minutes as
it worked its way among the rocks (presumably feeding and not always in
view) and down toward the shore. The bird was larger than a House Wren,
but smaller than a Water Pipit. It was uniformly gray-brown on its back,
wings, and sides of the head. The throat, breast, and belly were cream-col-
ored with pale tan vertical streaking on the breast. There was a buffy or
peach-colored wash on the flanks. The bill was fairly long (about three-
fourths the length of the head) and was thin, pointed, and slightly de-
curved. The tail in proportion to the body was shorter than that of a Water
Pipit and longer than that of a House Wren. We could not relocate the bird
later in the afternoon.

Jim Dinsmore, Steve Dinsmore, Pete Petersen, Bob Myers, and Paul
Martsching were among the many birders who saw the bird through 8 De-
cember. Some additional characteristics mentioned in their documentations
include chunky body, white speckling on the back, contrasting rump color
(light to rust), and a barred tail with cream-colored corners. Two observers
noted a faint white eye line. The legs and feet were described as black. The
bird’s behavior was described by one observer as "quite active and [it] con-
tinually flitted its wings and cocked its tail while feeding.” There was some
disagreement among those who documented the bird concerning the de-
scription of the tail. In addition to our description above, others described it
as follows: "longer tail than a water pipit", "tail long for a wren", "fairly
short tail", "large wren with a longish tail", and "long barred tail". This was
the only contentious point in the overall description of the bird and shows
the subjective nature of judging proportions and making size comparisons.

1405 Little John Rd., Bellevue, NE 68005

Rock Wren, Saylorville Reservoir, 22 Nooember 1986. Photos by B. |. Rose.
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L.O.U. BUSINESS

BOARD OF DIRECTORS MEETING
Williamsburg, 15 November 1986, 10:00 a.m. to 2:30 p.m.

ANN M. BARKER

Members Present Carl Bendorf (presiding), Eugene Armstrong, Ann Barker, Ray Cummins,

Jim Dinsmore, Phyllis Harris, Francis Moore, Bob Myers, Carol Thompson.

Others Present Tom Kent
Minutes: The minutes of the 6 September 1986 meeting were approved.
Committee Reports

Publications: Dinsmore reported that the newsletter, now in its second year, is doing quite
well, and he expressed appreciation to editors, Hank Zaletel and Linda Zaletel. A proposed
budget of $925, which is about the same as last year, has not yet been approved by the Publi-
cations Committee. lowa Bird Life Editor, Tom Kent, submitted a preliminary report of income
and expenses for 1986. Owing to costs that were above original projection, the committee had
approved a revised budget of $5,000. The preliminary budget request for 1987 is $5,100.
Income from back issues of lowa Bird Life was $627 (net $346). The committee recommended
John Fleckenstein to fill the expiring term of Nancy Slife.

Records: In addition to reviewing bird records, the committee completed and published a
new official state list. An update of the Field Checklist will be available in the near future. My-
ers suggested publishing an annual update of the offidal list. Kent noted that the annual report
of the committee, published in lowa Bird Life, includes this information. A budget of $50 (525
for photo duplication and $25 for copy costs) was requested for 1987. The committee rec-
ommended Carl Bendorf for another term on the committee.

Membership: Moore reported that this new committee, whose purpose is lo attract new
members and maintain current ones, has met twice. Membership grew slowly, but steadily,
until 1978 and has leveled off since. There are 432 current members. Bendorf suggested that
the activities of the committee should center around: (1) analysis of current and past member-
ship, (2) establishment of future goals. The committee recommended a membership brochure
which could be distributed at local events and mailed to potential members. Other suggestions
included a questionnaire to current members and inclusion of membership information on the
Field Checklist. Bendorf exhibited a new membership renewal form, which will be sent out
next week. An initial budget of $600 to $700 was projected, which includes funds for produc-
tion of a brochure and the printing and mailing of renewal notices. The committee recom-
mended Bernie Knight for another term.

Library/Historical: Dinsmore listed eleven projects that the committee is involved in or
considering. The committee reviewed its bylaws and recommended minor changes: authority
to dispose of materials that are of little value, and a statement that any monies received will be
deposited with the treasurer. The committee submitted a 1987 budget of $50 to cpver copying
and mailing costs. The committee recommended Jim Sandrock to fill a vacant position.

Action on committee reports

The following committee appointments were approved to commence at the 1987 spring
meeting and run to the year indicated: Publications, Fleckenstein (1992); Records, Bendorf
(1993); Membership, Knight (1989); and Library/Historical, Sandrock (1992) [moved by Dins-
more, seconded by Moore, passed 8/0). Suggested changes in the bylaws of the Library-His-
torical Committee were approved [moved by Dinsmore, seconded by Thompson, passed 8/0].
The bylaws will be published in lowa Bird Life.

Old Business

Meetings: The 1987 spring meeting is planned for May 29-31 in Sioux City at Briar Qiff
College. Bob Livermore is in charge of local arrangements. Bendorf will appoint a board mem-
ber to serve as program chairman, since Dinsmore will be out of the state. The 1987 fall meet-
ing was proposed for Ledges State Park during the second or third week of November, a peak
time for birding at nearby Saylorville Reservoir. Hank Zaletel and Jim Dinsmore are in charge
of local arrangements. The board set the dates of 13-15 November and directed the local group
to pick the better of two camps for the meeting location [moved by Moore, seconded by
Thompson, passed 8/0]. The 1988 spring meeting site is lentatively set for Mason City. The
1.0.U. has been contacted by Fred Lesher regarding a proposal for a joint lowa, Wisconsin, and
Minnesota meeting in the spring of 1990. Bendorf responded that we support the idea.
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Summary of Review of an Ornithologic Observation fé 7

by the Records Committee
of the Iowa Ornithologists' Union

SPECIES: Pmk hSais

DATE SEEN: )55 _ x4

SITE OF OBSERVATION: S?j/GNr'//e Rs

DOSERERS: L E?aé-li?om{) = "'Dbs’”"f‘@/ x /gér‘:e’?/ X:.D/bﬁwﬁe
DATE OF REVIEW: </-=_o—>

METHOD OF REVIEW: foé—yxb #?a/'/

CLASSIFICATION OF RECORD:I

COMMENTS:
;DCDSCY‘I.F‘f-’ SNs pere QCEr7ss 572/?744,7/ 4/@}-;\)

Oﬁéfzmé» Liop- rock @ren.

The opinions expressed here are based on the information available to the
Committee and should not necessarily preclude an alternate interpretation
by those who observed the bird firsthand.

Any action may be re-reviewed upon submission of additional evidence.
Explanation of Classification:

I = labeled, diagnostic specimen, photograph, or- recordmg available for
review by the Committee

II = acceptable sight record documented independently by 3 or more observers
III = acceptable sight record documented by 1 or 2 observers
IV = probably correct record, but not beyond doubt
V = record with insufficient evidence to judge
VI = probably incorrect identification, escapee, or otherwise unacceptable record

Classification is based on the highest category agreed upon by six of seven
committee members.
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Babs & Loren Padelford
1405 Little John RAd.
Bellevue, NE 68005

Documentation of Rock Wren (Salpinctes obsoletus)

Location: Saylorville Reservoir, Polk Co. East parking
area on dam.

Distance viewed: Closest at 25 - 50 ft. It was very near
the road for a few seconds. Then worked its way down the
rocks.

Date: November 22, 1986 Time: 1:20 - 1:25 p.m.
Habitat: Rocky south wall of the dam.

Description: Small wren-sized bird. Larger than house wren,
smaller than water pipit. Uniformly gray-brown on back,
wings, and side of head. Cream colored on throat, breast &
belly with pale tan vertical streaking. Buffy to peach
colored wash on flanks. Fairly long (about 3/4 length of
head) slightly de-curved, thin pointed bill. Tail had dark
and light horizontal barring on top. Tail in proportion to
body was shorter than that of water pipit, and longer than a
house wren. It was apparently feeding on the rocks,
gradually working its way down among the rocks moving west
along the face of the dam.

No vocalizations were heard while we were watching it.
Optical eguipment: Bushnell 6x25, Nikon Bx25 binoculars.
Light conditions: sunny; sun behind us as we viewed bird.
Other observer: B.J. Rose. He photographed the bird.
Previous experience: seen many times in western Nebraska.

Field guide used: National Geographic Birds of North Amer.
after sighting.

This documentation being written 11/23/86 from notes taken in
the field at time of sighting.



DOCUMENTATION FORM

Species?TRock Wrean
How Many™1
Location®Saylorville Reservoilr, Folk Co.

Habitat?rocky area on face of dam

Date?2y Nov—-Z Dec 1986

Time7seen twice between Z:50-2:00 F.M. on 22 Nov, B:10-B:20 A.M. on 29
Mov, and 11:00-11:08 A.M. on Z0 Nov

Ubservers Name and address:Steve Dinsmore 4024 Arkansas Dr. Ames, 1A
50010

Uthers who saw bird:B.J. Rose, Loren and Babse Fadelford, Eugene and
Eloise Armstrong, Bery Engebretsen, Fete Wickham, Mark Brogie, m.ob.

Description of bird:The bird was never seen for more than 10 seconds
on each of the initial observations. My initial impression was that
the bird was a Water Fipit because of the size, color, and streaking
underneath. Claser examination revealed that the bird had a longer
tail, & chunkier body, and a heavier, more decurved bill than a Water
Pipit. The bird also had a faint eyeline, and whitish underparts with
blurry streaking. The bird was a weak flyer, never flying more than
JI0-40 feeb. The bird also ran under the rocks guite a bit and made it
very difficult to relocate the bird. 0On 29 Nov, the bird was seen
feeding along the road across the top of the dam and perched several
times on the fence along the road. The upperparts were a uniform dull
brown and did not show the contrasting gray back and rusty rump that
most field guides depict. However, there was a rusty area on the rump
that contrasted with the rest of the back. The bird was guite active
and continually flitted its wings and cocked its tail while feeding.
The bird was quite tame at this time and allowed me to approach within
10 feet of it. The flanks were also very rusty and the back was very
speckled. In flight, the brown tail had light corners.

Similar species and how eliminated: The combination of a heavier body,
grayish upperparts, light eyeline, and lightly streaked underparts
eliminates all other wrens. Sage Thrasher eliminated by size and lack
of white tail corners in flight.

Viewing conditions and equipment:Viewing conditions were o0.k. with a
mostly clear sky and sun overhead. Estimated viewing distance was
from about 10 feet on both looks. The bird did not cooperate very
well, allowing only two briet looks. No optical equipment was used on
the first observations, but Nikon 8 # 23 binoculars and a Buschnell
20-45% spotting scope were used on the other observation.

Frevious experience with species:l have seen several KHock Wrens in
South Dakota and Wyoming.

References consulted:NGS Field Guide to the EBirds _of North _America



How long before field notes were madetimmediately

How long before this form was completed™s hours (updated immediately
atter each siahting)



ILLINOIS

L=
BIRDS: VERIFYING DOCUMENTATION OF AN EXTRAORDINARY SIGHT RECORD. g r’
1. Species Roc L UA-e 2. Number of birds: (
3. Location gm__//ouh//e p;zvu. P [lts, J_Am
4. Date: 2‘%]1/9"" (q¥¢ 5. Time bird seen: [0, (& to /0. 15 AA

6. Description of size, shape and color-pattern (describe in great detail all parts of the
plumage, and beak and feet coloration, in addition, to the diagnostic characteristics,
but include only what actually was seen in the field): Ldv 5 e, e ["ﬁ ¢ ‘jyfy){c_,

\.,[1?"{'& L)fi/ﬂ"", u,'.nﬁ 4§~ back ijf““tj V“}; f/?'o#td on ‘r‘?f, bae le V‘H.—r“:fj wFh R-LFWCE.
L5 Wi tFay

ach, b, 11 looledy,

Ta;[ /OKj -Ft’sr a. (L€ ey z’xrfcq /[(/ ‘f]y"ia_,.l, WC‘.V?- Pa[ e_ﬁlqﬂ Co-vu.ew::e
Cvevy [;-jﬁ‘o 1fo‘ff. )‘Q auﬂ.?q/fo brocea w ¥ ('::7[1‘{- taw 5F07¢5- (_ej ugyctg-
S'c-cu._epp t+o Uave 4 F= ! K?‘_, V‘—"tr'"*t" €ye = :

7. Description of voice, if heard: S0 [f‘“‘/‘

8. Description of behavior: j_f_d«d(l'vtq alévg 54’4 e G:Fﬁﬂa . f&qd%&‘[&z}u‘q‘{ﬁa Vo d&;
— d k= v = 2

9. Habitat - general: erfzyeije oL A voad L vocks Yo no Y.
: - ~ 3 a
specific: sfaged belbiwApoctesr o steoF trme  put veua ued SnFullview v
abouttueo wiuwtes u e 5 ko't q e 55,
10. Similarly appearing species which are elimiEateéd by questions 6,
ar

7 & 8, Explain:
‘Lof-d_fe e ‘5“{(&?‘, we ?FC’ ?‘(“"j © A 5&0 V4“5"' Hﬂ(

11. Distance (how measured)? Ko-9p esh 12. Optical equipment:/2¥¥° iv.umqé,i

X385 e e,;é

13. Light &sky, lifht gn bird, position of sun in relation to bird and you): Thix lyavz»q,\g $.c,; Yo
g o v A - 0 Psevve vy,

14. Previous experience with this species and similarly rappearing s’pecies: ALl o bseviers had
Geew Tuis poed v the west ou gevevil eccas/ons,

15. Other observers: }71.?; Low Pesterseu, BiiawCe ey Elevins

16. Did the others agree with your identification? €7

Myei-s Q-
17. Other observers who independently identified this bird: 5 feve P vis wove Bet PEVE, ity
S i )'iv‘m:*ﬁmu

"
18. Books, illustrations and advice consulted, and how did these influenc%/this description:

Clhe. leed @eaguf?[:'rc jufﬁe aTter > bDseviation fo et Ty

19. How long after observing this bird did you first write this description? l/édcu-s

6’2/@(. e C,Q{,fm Address: A _7’5'/({5 //e[/t?lf g/éél

Signature
Date: A 3 Nev /Qfé City, State: .Dél vVeén po Vf"' 4. safo3
v

(over)
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DOUCUMENTATION FORM

Specres s Rock Wren
How Marny ' one
Location” baviorville Dam

Habitat™” one rocks facing the surt+ace of the dam, large area covered
by large boulders

Date’r 20 November 1986
Time™? 10:45-11 a.m.
Ubservers Name and address: Jim Dinsmore, Ames

Others who saw bird: Steve Dinsmore, Faul Martsching

Description ot bird:

It was & small largely brown colored bird, dark above and light below.
In shape, i1t had fairly short tail and chunky body, easily recognized
as a wren type bird. 1t moved rapidly and gave only brief glimpses
before it dropped down amongst the rocks. I saw 1t about 10 times at
various distances before it disappeared for good. I did not see all
of the field marks but saw several as a composite from the views I
had. The bill appeared thin and slightly decurved. The back had
distinct white speckling on the brown background. The breast was
light and 1 did not look for the streaking. It was distinctly bufty
colored on the flanks and I noticed this well. When it flew I noted
their were small buffy colored marks on the outer tail feathers on
each side that contrasted with the rest of the tail. I also noticed
once that there was a distinct reddish brown area on the lower back or
base of the tail. In size it appeared to be larger than most wrens 1
have seen other than the Carolina.

Similar species and how eliminated: The white speckling would
eliminate all except the Marsh and Sedge wrens of local species. It

was too large for either of those and the other color patterns (flank,
tail, back) all point only to the Rock Wren.

Viewing conditions and equipment: bird was 15-30 feet away, viewed
with 7 power binoculars

Frevious experience with species: have seen 1t briefly in South Dakota
twice

FReferences consulted: Robbins et al.: Natl. Geographpic guide

How long before {field notes ware made?

How long before this form was completed? 20 hours



G-l
DOCUMENTATION FORM for extraordinary bird sightings in Iowa 5 _7

What species? Rock Wren How many? l

Location? .S'a;,/g-uiﬂe_ Res. (Plk Co.)
Type of habitat? Rock Qacc, o‘P Gélm

When? date(s):_Nev. 30, |986& time: §)ySAMto_Z!SSAM
Who?your name and address: Koberf K. Myevrs , K3, &x/53 )%pg}%uxﬁ'oa’:a

others with you:

others before or after you: );zpé.

Describe the bird(s) including only what you observed. Include size, shape, details

of all parts (bill, eye, head, neck, back, wing, tail, throat, breast, belly, under
tail, legs, feet). Also mention voice and behavior.

?\-om my v\ofe& :
A ‘GHQQ wren Tk hn,u.a‘ Tai |

Z.-F'a.'..l, l.n.a Thin bill with vevy sl«',/lf decurve
3. he-J, back + 1a:] = grey~ bvoewon

4. bock heod vewry lghat whiTxd 3feo‘t3 \

‘:"I-IH'\F a QJ .
frlbt- a ,-ﬁlQ 1 ﬁf}h #
6. 1ail Showed dowk Cross~ Zc» - J“A

2. Hroot ¥ breos? oere .w‘.’Teb'ns
8 breos? Aod very Sasintf s‘/‘o-eok"ﬂg

: A sides < Q{Qn‘.—s coCpe very Lam in coler
/0-Q.yc was dark and I coold net make o an <ye :ﬁ-:fe
T Soat Tnght o 0

) &u“eo Cl" nT . .
The size and bufdiness of The ?l.:ks Sow The 4iid darfing baToeen The ve<ks.
the Pruk ~sifed b Junece. e

much The Seme oS sa
Similar species and how eliminated:

Did any one disagree or have reservations about identification? N0

If yes, explain:

Viewing conditions: give lighting, distance (how measured), and optical equipment:
Overcas? dﬁ-_y bat dic/n't e@Feal viewing of 20-35' o d 70X Lipocs

Previous experience with species and similar ones: FiesT reck wren baf Z om

Sam' liar wh ofher Jowa rens: o
References and persons consulted before writing description: pgsS guide

How long before field notes made? on The 3{0‘{" this form completed? 4i¢‘p;

SPH’ .
MAIL TO: ¥ ¥ JEm=, He'ld Reports Editor, &% Ripesmes et e GNP A W0
Znd Muawe EE'.::;F:—: /53 ) Pel"'\"\d ) SoQRA0




DOCUMENTATION FORM for extraordinary bird sightings in lowa Ve ¥

What species? Rock wWren How many?__ore

Location? Saylorville Reservoir

Type of habitat? rocks op reservoir side of dam

when? date(s): 30 Jov 1986 time: 11 to 11:08 AM

wno?your name and address:pay) Martsching 1120 Marston Ames, IA 50010

others with you:  Jim and Steve Dinsmore

others before or after you:  zob Myers and others

Describe the bird(s) including only what you observed. Include size, shape, details
of all parts (bill, eye, head, neck, back, wing, tail, throat, breast. belly, under
tail, legs, feet). Also mention voice and behavior.

large wren, brewn head, gray-brown back and wings, with tiny light
speckles on back. long barred tail -with deep cream corners. buffy
sides below wings; fine dark streaks on whitish breast.

Similar species and how eliminated: House Wren doesn't have long, cream edged tail, or
fine dark streaks on treast. Carolina Wren is rusty with strong white eye line
& 6oe5n't have fine streaks on white breast. Marsh Wr has solid cap & streaked

k &n e streaks on breast. Bewick's Wr has cdark & white edges to tail
Did any one d1sagree or have reservations about identification? 2 no fine strezks on

white breast.

If yes, explain:

Viewing conditions: give lighting; distance (how measured), and optical equipment:
overcast. At closest maybe 15 feet. 7 x 35 bino's.

Previous experience with species and similar ones: never seen Rock wren before,
References and persons consulted before writing description: none

How long before field notes made? immedistely this form completed? next day.

MAIL TO: T. H. Kent, Field Reports Editor, 211 Richards Street, Iowa City IA 52240



7 DOCUMENTATION FORM for extraordinary bird sightings in Iowa "‘E&ﬁr
What species? Roc« WREN How many? |

Location? Kock. fuce of dam ot S yloeville ﬂ-su,@m Cs.

Type of habitat? E?'I‘%s.ﬂ“l vnc.k.a Al o= G~ 'Che,x_. c(‘ daw and alonsg @ad side on Hpc{‘cla,“'

When? date(s): & December (456 time: 7'4Sam to £ 20 am.

Who?your name and address: Fruncis L, Moo= 336 Faicliedd S pateddo JA s2703
others with you: Chock ond Jawe Follev

others before or after you: w.e.b,

Describe the bird(s) including only what you observed. Include size, shape, details

of all parts (bill, eye, head, neck, back, wing, tail, throat, breast, belly, und
tail, legs, feet). Also mention voice and behavior. i

This bird was very hard & see because 7t s-/mjed dewn in e vocks, [+ wovid move
" to 40 w SO beet down mSide Hhe voihs on tla dom Grce pelove it wourd comn
k. vy into View, Atec Ha bicd got vsed o us hollowing it i+ wood stay vp in
Lu![ Sl‘jkf' "Q’Y Uf‘l‘ﬂ c&bov‘" \ m'-nd‘li M 2N “'lru- bui‘ M‘{‘ n\,:.u.-é_ {u-r\ﬁar. TLB. b:“ wns$ A&
Aark 4n slor @l ifs Iejé -ﬁ oo were black , Tl tye was black wilh « #in
Shovt supecciliamy line. T dop of Ha hadandt bak were amedivm qvarq wlor
with blade ad wl:llt s,:w'f!. Tle w'mj widS A b*,—cunlsl\_‘jw eolor, T'L.n. - ol
Coverts Ol «vmp wel au Ginnamrmin colow aloe wilh spots like on He back, e 4&1!
was bvrwn with blade bdw’n-j ol buff endle outside tips of +he +ni\ Lathers,
Tie bw¢9+ s whitish widh Very Rn,e_ 54,.“,{«_; on Ha sides anut 4h~pat, TLL
Clostes were Hinged widh boff which Rllosed Flveegh ints +lhe vade tail
toverts, The belly wes a wh'r"“ﬂ\—ﬁvﬂ«) colev.

Similar species and how eliminated: Canyon Wrewm sho id have white Hhnit ol byewe Lelly,
Cavolina avnd Bewick's Wens have beid mk-lk+4\1'€ 5+11F¢ ad ave Uyprn o back s hog d,
Winker Ween 15 davk b wide light bt bnzel i by byeas€. Hoose wren 5 b

thfalll Maﬁk MS@"’L w‘,‘q\‘; are by ﬂ.hﬂ\l‘e. CM“"D".: “"r“n— k‘ﬁ M"‘Vil‘ﬁ 5PC’M b‘\-ﬂd‘.){‘
Did any one disagree or have reservations about identification? /Ve

If yes, explain:

Viewing conditions: give lighting, distance (how measured), and optical equipment:
Bwj‘M’ overcust +2 Sunﬂj,éﬂm,t(.oyx v-’ew?n:) cnditions 5 sean apgvre, G
ot c.L:&ebf w'r*‘&ou‘f ap"ﬁcs. Used (0K O iuim,cu[cus,

Previous experience with species and similar ones: ke experic,ce o it Bock Wrem, Lets
@npavitrer it on}é‘., wWintevw sed Cayuling Weensy Sena ey pevisrte with Berwcl’s Wvem .

References and persons consulted before writing description: A/M

How long before field notes made? |mmedictaly after this form completed? 2 érzqs
Sighlia g -

MAIL TO: T. H. Kent, Field Reports Editor, 211 Richards Street, Iowa City IA 52240




DUCUMENTATION FORM

Species Rock Wren
How Many™l
lLocation™Saylorville Reservolir, Folk Co.

HabitatProcky area on face ot dam

Date 18 Dec 1986
limevseen at various times throuwghout the dzy
Ubservers Name and address:Steve Dinsmore, Anes

Others who saw bird:Bery Engebretsen, bBob Myvers, Tom bStone, Francis
Moore, m.ob.

Description of bird:My initial impression was that the bird was a
Water Fipit because of the size, color, and streaking underneath.
Closer examination revealed that the bird had & longer tail, a
chunkier body, and a heavier, more decurved bill than a Water Fipit.
The bird also had a faint eyeline, and whitish underpearts with blurry
streaking. The upperparts were mostly a uniform dull brown except
that the rump was noticeably rustier. The bird was gquite active and
continually flitted its wings and cocked its tail while fesding. The
bird was guite tame at thise time and allowsed me to approach within 10
feet of it. The flanks were also very rusty and the back was very
speckled. In flight, the brown tail had light corners. The bird was
a weak flyer, never flvying more than Z0-40 feet, The bird also ran
under the rocks guite a bit, making it very difficult to locate the
bivrd.

Similar species and how eliminated: The combination of a heavier body,
grayish upperparts, light eyeline, and lightly streaked underparts
eliminates all other wrens. Sage Thrasher eliminated by size and lack
of white tail corners in flight.

Viewing conditions and equipment:Viewing conditions were variable.
Estimated viewing distance was from about 10 feet on most looks. 3
vsed Nikon 8 » 23 binoculars and & Buschnell ZX0-45x spotting scope.

Frevious experience with species:] have seen several Rock Wrens in
South Dakota and Wyoming.

dirde_of North America

]

Reterences consultedipMNGS Field Guide t

~to_the

a]

How long before field notes were made?immediately

Huw long betore this +torm was completedycompleted after the initial
sighting end updated immediately after each initial sighting



DOCUMENTATION FORM for extraordinary bird sightings in Iowa (g6 '—))

H-hat species? @OCK Wyen How many?
Location? "!’o‘@ of +Hhe Dowm ot S‘Wj!GTV‘.N‘Q = (Pcfk Gzc)
Type of habitat?_Jaxqe expense of vock vip-¥ap ow Qo of dam
When? date(s): Nec. 6,. )qgé time: I."?O@»m,to !36'@,\«\.
Who?your name and address: m){]‘(‘l{ PTO€€C&Q’J—7L’ Z.IS Cem Ll‘_:[év.w&\
others with you: (ader witHh we — Tim S‘cjtm\—é QﬂC‘l Pat .’dﬁ/ﬁ.{
others before or after you:_Fawcis Miove | Chuwel and Tame Fallev Hyt
Describe the bird(s) including onfghﬂg:é ySJ“EﬁZgﬁags. Include size, shape, details med

of all parts (bill, eye, head, neck, back, wing, tail, throat, breast, belly, under
tail, legs, feet). Also mention voice and behavior.
G‘Q -H.\-Q Cid/w\

£ just Sheted walKing alovg the Hop
Lo Hhe we st PaxKawﬂ durn-off when T <saw his bivd
hepping alovg the ~fep of +he dawm ot e edge of the yeck
S 3&(&5 Qu 04 amd ke,ac:}ivﬂ ‘{ﬁwmrof w . F- Cczmc:_ 1o
withim 16 yaxds of we . £+ was Llutted up ute o
BH' ew Hhis Ce[d., wluclg ciaﬂ T+ wesS O- omall mew’sl\ hfrcz
with ol white Specks om e Loc}ﬂ and o & veom— coloved
ZWeast: I wes usty aleng He Flmke awd had mvf(i'w,gg-
WK this 777777 along Hhe edges bemeath the Yump.

I+ had & syall wrem—like bl

Similar species and how eliminated:
/UD O‘HH.QY_ wxean IOQ{(S ?q;‘r(e W/e 7%\\'9.

Did any one disagree or have reservations about identification? /Uc;

If yes, explain:

Viewing conditions: give lighting, distance (how measured), and optical equipment:

Cfmc{g , disfamces @aaacf off, §x30 Biweculars

Previous experience with species and similar ones:
Hauve <Seen <Seme Rock Wwreng oui wesf
References and persons consulted before writing description:
Nuz?- <e0p, BivdS pf A, AmoniCa ¢ L 25 /987
How long before field notes made? 5hof‘Hq a#em"dhis form completed? Feb,

MAIL TO: T. H. Kent, Field Reports Editor, 211 Richards Street, Iowa City IA 52240




