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REFERENCES

Field Reports: IBL 60:15

Records Committee: IBL 61:85
VOTE: 5 A-D, 1 NA, 1 abstain

A-D: Well documented.

A-D: Adequately eliminates other species with description of
overall color, wing and tail pattern, size, and bill.

A-D: Close look (30’), good detail during flight and the
direct size comparison to Herring Gull make this a strong
documentation.

A-D: Convincing description.

Abstain: I feel as the only other observer of the gull I
should abstain.

N-A: Description is lacking in detailed analysis of the shades
of brown rather than to start with "uniformly colored gull of
tans and lights browns" and then using the terms slightly darker.
Each area (upper surface contrast, upper wing detail, rump/tail
contrast and detail). More is needed to be sure of this hard to
identify gull.

A-D: A rather casual description, but also probably a
Thayer’s. Maybe the same bird as 89-42, moving south. I am a
little bothered by the phrase "silvery underwings" which should
have additional comment eliminating possible tricks of lighting.
REVOTE: 6 A-D, 1 NA

A-D: Acceptable document.

A-D: Regarding the first round NA comments, I feel that
detailed analysis of each shade of brown would be great. However,
general description of patterns combined with structural
information is probably sufficient.

A-D: I appreciate NA’s problem. One 1st year Thayer’s Gulls, I
have heard them described as light brown, frosty brown, beige,
tan, and the color of my file cabinets, to name a few. However, I
don’t know how to give a "detailed analysis of the shades of
brown" without a color chart. Regardless of our general inability
to describe "brown" in writing, I feel the rest of this
description is solid. Uniformity of color, darker at the distal
portion of tail, primaries slightly darker, etc. support ID.

A-D: The detail and color comparisons seem to adequately
describe what was seen. I see nothing that doesn’t say Thayer’s
Gull. The slightly darker primary tips and trailing edge
sufficiently eliminate all likely gulls except dark form Iceland
Gulls.

NA: Yes the overall "feeling" of this bird from the
documentation is Thayer’s. I still think that detail is lacking
to conclusively say that what was described was beyond a
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reasonable doubt (from the documentation) was indeed a Thayer’s
Gull. We need to, as a committee, require a beyond reasonable
doubt documentation from observers. We can not afford to relax
our standards because a species has shown a pattern of becoming
more common. Especially a very hard to identify species such as
the Thayer’s Gull.

A-D: A good description of a Thayer’s Gull.

A-D: I still feel this is a weak documentation, but adequate
to eliminate Herring Gull. Direct comparison is convincing.
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