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*R. Thelen, *J. Fuller, *M. Proescholdt,

*E. Thelen; IBL 64:77, 82

DOCUMENTATIONS
Rob Thelen (6 Mar), 1744 Salinger, Carroll 51401 [19 Aug 1994 %]
Jim Fuller (10 Mar), 6 Longview Knoll NE, lowa City 52240 [19 Aug 1994]
Mark Proescholdt (12 Mar), Box 65, Liscomb 50148 [19 Aug 1994]
Ed Thelen (13 Mar)

REFERENCES
Field Reports: IBL 64:77
Records Committee: IBL 65:82

VOTE: 7 A-D
A-D, Not totally unexpected this time of year.
A-D, Good description of easy bird (male) to ID.
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tail, legs, feet). Also mention voice and behavior.
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DOCUMENTATION OF RARE BIRD g1y

SPECIES: Mountain Bluebird (Male) 1

WHERE: Greene County in Raccoon River valley about six miles southeast of
Jefferson. .

DATE & TIME: 10 March, 1994 (9:05-9:20 AM).
OBSERVER: Jim Fuller, 6 Longview Knoll, NE, Iowa City, Iowa, 52240.

OTHERS: Discovered by Rob Thelen on 6 March. With me was Jane Fuller.
M.Ob. after.

BACKGROUND: Rob Thelen reported a Mountain Bluebird at this location to
the Iowa Birdline on 6 March. Jane Fuller and I had been searching the area
described for about ten minutes, when we saw a group of bluebirds feeding
along a fenceline beside the road. There were five Eastern Bluebirds and a
Mountain Bluebird. We watched the group, and in particular the Mountain
Bluebird work along the fenceline, flying down to the ground, and back up to
the fence. We were never more than 30-40 feet away, and at times only 15-20
feet.

DESCRIPTION: General size was the same as the Eastern Bluebirds. The
Mountain Bluebird was entirely blue, without any rust color on the breast
like the Eastern Bluebirds had. The back, tail, and folded wings were deep
blue, and a little more purple blue than the Easterns. The head was also blue,
except for the throat which along with the breast was a whitish-blue, and
lighter in color. The bill was short and dark, and the eye was dark. There
appeared to be a vague eye ring, and a darker blue line through the eye which
was not very distinct. The vent area was very light blue, the lightest blue
shade on the bird. The legs were dark. It behaved like the Eastern Bluebirds,
flying down to the ground, and appearing to pick something off the ground,
and then flying back to the fence. No vocalization was heard.

SIMILAR SPECIES: Both Eastern and Western Bluebirds have some rust on
the breast, and in the Eastern male, even the throat is rust colored.

OPTICS & CONDITIONS: It was a sunny day, mid-morning, looking to the
north and northeast with Swift Audubon 8.5 X 44 binoculars at distances of
15-40 feet.

PREVIOUS EXPERIENCE: I have seen this species on numerous occasions
in the western US, and twice previously in Iowa.

REFERENCES & FIELD NOTES: Field notes were prepared in the car as I
watched the bird, and no references were consulted. This form was typed on
11 March.
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tail, legs, feet). Also mention voice and behavior.
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