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DOCUMENTATIONS 

Rob Thelen (6 Mar), 1744 Salinger, Carroll 51401 [19 Aug 1994*] 

Jim Fuller (10 Mar), 6 Longview Knoll NE, lowa City 52240 [19 Aug 1994] 

Mark Proescholdt (12 Mar), Box 65, Liscomb 50148 [19 Aug 1994] 

Ed Thelen (13 Mar) 

REFERENCES 

Field Reports: IBL 64:77 

Records Committee: IBL 65:82 

VOTE: 7 A-D 

A-D, Not totally unexpected this time of year. 

A-D, Good description of easy bird (male) to ID.



DOCUMCNTATION FORM for extraordinary bird sightings in Iowa Gu IS 

What species? Mou ni ¢ pn Flas id How many? A Vales 

Location?_Greene Co. Am N of tot P30 tE 57, Then Was b 

Type of habitat? RQ; ver lo oto wr | (Pa ture Wilistde pith Stotlered S@hubs 

When? date(s): s-@ 3-2 PK Ee a time: FZ 6AW) to 4:°45- Pw) 

Who?your name and address: Rob Thelen 1744 Se Ing er, 0) wine // Towa, S/YOl 

others with you: G2 wit, Alicia +phildvere Me lind Notas 447 Gorea y 13 £/ Thelen 

others before or @ften you: Dim Faller tows City Ed om 

Describe the bird(s) including only what you observed. Include size, shape, details 
of all parts (bill, eye, head, neck, back, wing, tail, throat, breast, belly, under 
tail, legs, feet). Also mention voice and behavior. 

ae mas drivin tact om & rave | Road alons the ke aie i Pia. 

KU) hen 1 S petted a Qronp o®% Blachiras, = Turned Ground To ¢eun 

Mv wiSe and Kids ghate a Euct¥ern Ginabhiod /eooked jike , GE we 

Li ere Warten tng The Blue tei nds flying re ow Highline wire. Vo the. 

fance line Wires + Pests To trea ditch B anvtizce pune of the Bluehirds 
MIGS completely Blue. rT vusas STanding On gq Wooden epost roush|y 

QS Seet away look sna Airectly KT ma, Twa Suave 1¥ Weg c 

WyounTalrn Sluebird . THe Wleuntatn Blue bird Wes Completely Blue 

T's Bell Was &@ Whitish Color C dull white ), T's breast aud Neak 

W«s Q lighter blue Than hts bacK and heod. The Feetand b))| were 

dark fneeler, The Meuntaiun Bleebsed wes with ¢ group ak 

six Eastern Bluebirds aun Merch oh Ov Neral Th J Sqw Twe 

Meuntlatu Iluebird Meles usp ty PP ro‘l mit era at Fastecng ih 

the Same area, On March i rs brother and EZ save one Mountain 
Blue b urd Lorch ap Pe S@veégn Lasterns | The anrec Whenge a Bluebitds 

werk CIS ing, L@s gq river bette ww qloug the a ae Puen Yam, west 

ot Sgurnre ! Hollou Ce, Kerk cH Cree ne Ce. There 3. 4 WE Fecius hilsicle 
with seattered shunbs 4 Trees were the Blubiids |i Keel To S Tay o The Blaebicds 
ould Ela aloug This hrilside Gro im Co, Coad P30 Te he Qrece l [roc Thet 

<4 tee To The Wwes3 To Tdidn't fVYotiice @ YOres. from rhe VWnT: Blue birch. 

1m ar species and how eliminated: : 

: Eastern Blye bird, MT: Blaehirel \s afl lae 

Did any one disagree or have reservations about identification? Vo 

If yes, explain: 

Viewing conditions: give lighting, distance (how measured), and optical equipment: 
partly Cloudy on R-G - Ainecularvs ra sy 

DuHu on - @e3S ¢ spotting Stop e 

Suan em 3-/F 24395 4 Setting Fee | 
Previous Ssdieiee with aac ahd simiTar o br My Rrathe~ Ed Thelen 

Documented one in /9$399 : 

References and persons consulted before writing description: 
Dim Fuller Dowels Ed Thelen Spirrt Lake, 

How long before field notes made? rne daw, this form completed? 2 twee Ke 

MAIL TO: T. H. Kent, Field Reports Editor, 211 Richards Street, Iowa City IA 52240 

t



DOCUMENTATION OF RARE BIRD Gef-ts- 

SPECIES: Mountain Bluebird (Male) 1 

WHERE: Greene County in Raccoon River valley about six miles southeast of 
Jefferson. . 

DATE & TIME: 10 March, 1994 (9:05-9:20 AM). 

OBSERVER: Jim Fuller, 6 Longview Knoll, NE, Iowa City, Iowa, 52240. 

OTHERS: Discovered by Rob Thelen on 6 March. With me was Jane Fuller. 
M.Ob. after. | 

BACKGROUND: Rob Thelen reported a Mountain Bluebird at.this location to 

the Iowa Birdline on 6 March. Jane Fuller and I had been searching the area 

described for about ten minutes, when we saw a group of bluebirds feeding 

along a fenceline beside the road. There were five Eastern Bluebirds and a 

Mountain Bluebird. We watched the group, and in particular the Mountain 

Bluebird work along the fenceline, flying down to the ground, and back up to 

the fence. We were never more than 30-40 feet away, and at times only 15-20 

feet. 

DESCRIPTION: General size was the same as the Eastern Bluebirds. The 

Mountain Bluebird was entirely blue, without any rust color on the breast 

like the Eastern Bluebirds had. The back, tail, and folded wings were deep 

blue, and a little more purple blue than the Easterns. The head was also blue, 

except for the throat which along with the breast was a whitish-blue, and 

lighter in color. The bill was short and dark, and the eye was dark. There 

appeared to be a vague eye ring, and a darker blue line through the eye which 

was not very distinct. The vent area was very light blue, the lightest blue 

shade on the bird. The legs were dark. It behaved like the Eastern Bluebirds, 

flying down to the ground, and appearing to pick something off the ground, 

and then flying back to the fence. No vocalization was heard. 

SIMILAR SPECIES: Both Eastern and Western Bluebirds have some rust on 

the breast, and in the Eastern male, even the throat is rust colored. 

OPTICS & CONDITIONS: It was a sunny day, mid-morning, looking to the 

north and northeast with Swift Audubon 8.5 X 44 binoculars at distances of 

15-40 feet. 

PREVIOUS EXPERIENCE: I have seen this species on numerous occasions 
in the western US, and twice previously in Iowa. 

REFERENCES & FIELD NOTES: Field notes were prepared in the car as I 

watched the bird, and no references were consulted. This form was typed on 

11 March.



DOCUMENTATION FORM for extraordinary bird sightings in Iowa 44-15 

What species? _ Mounmtaiw Blue lire. How many? | ” idl 

Location? S.€. Greene. Count 

Type of habitat? OPW ave with BNA SSeS fie lds trees iw background 

When? date(s): Moascch eS Ty time: Bi 1S p.m, to 3. 20 pwn. _(app.) 

Who?your name and address: Max K Proes Cho ldt, Box 64. Usb Towa SO/KQ 

others with you: Beth Voeschaldt 

others before or after you: Yes _ but FS dnt Kww whe they ome 

Describe the bird(s) including only what you observed. Include size, shape, details 

of all parts (bill, eye, head, neck, back, wing, tail, throat, breast, belly, under 

tail, leas, feet). Also mention voice and behavior. 

One Mh Bluebird had been reported on the Birdline since /arch b 

at this spot, Today Wwe drove axeund this area and did wt see 

His nied 7 As we- were leaving , We SQW SS Eastern Biuekivdc oie: 

fonces and wives iw Fewut of use. We saxched wore diligertty and Yound/ 

dec! wale. Ppeehin. Slchied om « berbed wire Tete. « Wher distence away 

Com the. Basten Bluekirds, 

the Mt Bluchivd was a@ sky—blue colee ow alt HE Jepside , + 

had light sky—blue Glo ow its face. and upper breast ct was light gray 

in Cole from its lower belly +o its undeckil Qvects. t+ was the sige of | 

bluchids. at was aleng a fevce row and Llew dun offen fo the grass 

ama shew couocmed “to the lhooxrhed Wire. Om feuce posts, tt uae a lovely 

thiva 0 cee | 

Similar species and how eliminated: Caslern ond Western Bluchirds ace wach dost Kor 

blue in Clore and have rusty brown Colors en 
there breasts , Awele Lawl Bunting 

is swallor, Ws white wing bors and Cinnamon sides, 
and % white belly, 

Did any one disagree or have reservations about identification? Ao 

If yes, explain: 

| Viewing conditions: give lighting, distance (how measured), and optical equipment: 

Sunny, sum behind us, 00 yards estimated, SK30 Biwcs and 22x Scope , 

Previous experience with species and similar ones: 

Have pra Van, rig Bluebirds out West, amd Some
 iw Pout evce. 

References and persons consulted before writing description: 

Gloweed at Nok |, Gose. Guide 
n 

How long before field notes made? Right efle< this form completed? Mane 13, 199¥ 
Viewivg 



DOCUMENTATION FORM.for extraordinary bird sightings in Iowa GfelS 

What species? VLU: Won Wa ehord How many? Z : 

Location? So¢ lh af Lpucre/ Dbhfow — (REEVE  lguaTd 

Type of habitat? hired sz btu ptt -scaterml Fimo LAnpu hc 

When? date(s): 7-47 - o6h cian: (“OTE OOS & Wid 

Who?your name and address: Ed Jhaten/ 

others with you: ves hel dated : 

others before or after you: yous tate! 4p eer a 

Describe the bird(s) including only what you observed. Include size, shape, details 
of all parts (bill, eye, head, neck, back, wing, tail, throat, breast, belly, under 
tail, legs, feet). Also mention voice and behavior. ~~ 

obsevel a all Z/U€ gra We Cx 4s bo 

Yur bok paboXe sack 2c PATE, 79 FE sroand 
Tien, trae Yo ite yrch 0VFen (0-18 ges cheek 

ov” aa Te aes -~ we loMmpae oe or revere / 

pattera bfeelord’s EP was pradelZ in Had ys 
7 a LAwhed Ay 7 ee re Lue ple ege 

acl dia brea, bead ant Cac. Zr 70 77. 
a ow nmerer Ya aAdlhee ere atons wegen 

ifPKX. O48 yp Xt Sum Me eae Wb. Se Ve vas eo | 

4 PLL a thawed V 07272 Whe Ke 0 foraecs Oz om SY 2 6 

él Ltn me Xo fe L¢d YE by Stee Err’ - eg. ie 

? Yo s G4 L Ker al Le i hae ae L Serve wa tea Pacee i 
; Shoul@rr’ - Pt p 14 Whe Cruste Stee Whi To 2h 

Similar species and how eliminated: Grea z Tico - Atie, * Siu 0 mie 

Kua ten 1 Wester Sucked hove Seb duce b4. 
rye er a4 b¢ ark e Bes Grell LYGS aL thea oes 

Dade ye SuuFey ee AE YPC SO 4loe beri < Og, 

Did any one disagree or have reservations about identification? wo ee, A 

\ 

If yes, explain: 

Viewing conditions: give lighting, distance (how measured), and optical equipment: 
GeoD Saw hs 5A 

Previous experience with species and similar ones: S*W MUX BerBr-yZ ps _p 
_— 

References and persons consulted before writing description: ¢C B ice 
og Teves J 

How long before field notes made? / Lass this form completed? 3 07K 

MAIL TO: Tvemkhemiowt, Field Reports Editor, sdb=R+chacde=Streete tones it Ll desea


