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VOTE: ON RUFOUS HUMMINGBIRD: 1-I-P, 1-ll, 3-1V, 2-V; ON Selasphorus sp. : 4-I-P, 2-1l, 1-unrecorded

I, Il, Partly based on likelihood of this vs. Allen’s Hummingbird.

IV, I-P, On morphologic grounds Allen’s Hummingbird cannot be eliminated. Vagrancy patterns
strongly favor Rufous. Do we treat this species the same way we treat Ani species? This bird should
have been netted, measured and photographed to record wing, tail, and culmen lengths, widths of 1,
2, and 5 rectrices, and shape of 2nd rectrix. Let’s not screw up the next time one appears.

IV, ll, Possibly impossible to tell in field from Allen’s or hybrid, would like to see pictures.

IV, I-P, Best kept secret of the year! Would have seen bird had | been privy to its presence.

V, Immature female. S. rufus averages paler below, which was well noted by several observers. No
observer mentioned coloration of interior retrices. General descriptions of tail feathers by S.
Dinsmore may be of Allen’s or a hybrid. S. rufus most likely.

V, I-P, While this bird is almost certainly a Rufous Hummingbird, the possibility of a hybrid or
Allen’s cannot be eliminated. The necessity for clear photographs of the spread tail when this bird
is encountered is paramount. Even considering range, one cannot safely eliminate hybrids or Allen’s
{Note possible hybrid form Memphis, TN).

I-P or I, I-P or Il, Even though there isn’t rusty in middle of the back, I'd call this a
Rufous. For an Allen’s to get here, even the most northern-most Allen’s would have to fly directly
east. California birds would have to fly northeast. Most displaced migrants in fall fly south but
with more of an angle to east or west than they should. Note also that fully half the ‘Allen’s’
reported in the paper you copied for us are known hybrids. Vagrancy is unlikely in Allen’s, while a
NW storm (see Tyler's documentation) could well bring us a Rufous. (P.S.--the one Nebraska specimen
keys to Rufous--l checked).
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Rufous Hummingbird in Northeast lowa

Francis L. Moore Robert K. Myers Thomas H. Kent
333 Fairfield St, 1236 Sylvia Ave. 211 Richards St.
Waterloo, IA 50703 Waterloo, 1A 50703 Iowa City, 1A 52240

On September 28, 1984 word was received of a possible Rufous Hummingbird,
Selasphorus rufus, at a {eeder in Chester, a town of 175 people in Howard County.
Chester lies in northeast lowa on the Minnesota border just west of the hilly
Palezoic Plateau. The bird had been coming to the large hummingbird feeders at
the home of Eleanor and Sanford Tyler. It was first seen on September 25
following a cold front with strong northwest winds and remained until October 2.
The Tylers, former Minnesota bird banders, immediately recognized that the bird
was unusual and tentatively identified it as a Rufous Hummingbird.

Moore and Myers arrived at the Tylers early on September 29 and first observed
the bird at 7:40 AM. The bird fed at the two feeders on the cast side of the house
every 15 to 20 minutes, remaining about two minutes at a time. Between feedings it
rested in nearby trees, especially on the dead limbs of a tall tree. Kent observered
the bird late in the afternoon of the same day when it fed less frequently. A
composite of our descriptions follows.

The bird was of similar size to an immature Ruby-throated Hummingbird,
Archilochus colubris, that fed occasionally at the same feeders. The long,
needle-like black bill appeared slightly decurved. The eye was dark. The top of the
head and back appeared green. The white throat was flecked with dark, suggesting
a beginning gorget. The breast, sides and under tail coverts were pale rust. The rust
extended across the upper belly as a narrow band, and beneath this the mid and
lower belly were white. The upper tail coverts were a darker rust while the distal
tail was black with white tip.

Photographs taken by the Tyers at close range show a white spot at the
posterior rim of the eye and small rusty areas in the scapulars and mid-back.

The description and photographs fit an immature male Rufous Hummingbird as
suggested by the Tylers. However, the description also [its an immature male
Allen's Hummingbird, Selasphorus sasin, a species that is an unlikely vagrant to
lowa (see below).

The Rufous Hummingbird is the most northerly of North American
hummingbirds, nesting in the mountainous and coniferous areas from northern
California and southwest Montana on the south, north nearly to Anchorage,
Alaska. After nesting, males leave first followed by females and immatures. Most
fall migrants are found in the mountains, but some birds stray eastward. The main
wintering grounds are in Mexico, but small numbers are regularly found along the
Gulf Coast of the United States to Florida and some even reach the east coast of
Florida. The bulk of the spring migration is through the lowlands of California
and eastern Arizona with males arriving by mid-February and peak migration in
March and April.

Eastern vagrants are almost all found in fall and winter and occur across the
entire eastern United States and Canada. A search of Audubon Field Notes and
American Birds for boldlaced records from 1948 through 1983, Bent (1940),
American Ornithologists’ Union (1983), books on birds of mid-western states, and
an article by Conway and Drennan (1979) revealed 35 definite or probable records
cast of the Great Plains states (Saskatchewan to Oklahoma) and north of states
bordering the Gulf Coast (Texas to Florida). Rufous Hummingbirds are casuval on
the western edge of the Great Plains in fall migration and regular in small
numbers on the Gulf Coast in fall and winter.

In fall migration males may reach southern California by late June and are
found in Arizona and Texas by late July with the peak migration in early to
mid-August. The early eastward vagrants have also been males. Later birds may be
males, females or immatures. The monthly distribution of vagrant records by state
or province is shown below.
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RUFOUS HUMMINGBIRD 1056
June: Minnesota

July: Maine, Minnesota, New Hampshire

August: Minnesota, Nova Scotia, Ontario, Wisconsin

September: Indiana, lowa, Maine (2), Manitoba, Maryland, Minnesota (2),
New York, Ontario, Yirginia, Wisconsin

October: Michigan, Minnesota, Missouri

November: Delaware, Georgia, Maryland, North Carolina, Pennsylvania (2),
Virginia

December: Arkansas, South Carolina

January: Virginia

April: Massachusetts

May: Maryland, Michigan

The 16 June 1979 record from St Louis County, Minnesota, could be an early fall
migrant, as fall migrants normally reach southern California by late June and
there is a 26 June 1977 record from Rapid City, South Dakota. Males are found far
south and east of their nesting grounds by July with records from New Hampshire
on 18 July 1976, northwest Nebraska on 20 July 1978, Midland, Texas, on 23 July
1960, Orono, Maine, on 28 July 1957, Anoka, Minnesota, on 30 July 1983, and
Shreveport, Louisiana, on 31 July 1976. One-third of the eastern vagrants listed
above are from September, so the Iowa bird arrived at the most likely time.

Unlike the Ruby-throated Hummingbird, the Rufous Hummingbird may linger
into colder weather. Several attempts have been made to capture them and protect
them from the cold. The November to January records are from southern or eastern
locations. On the Gulf Coast wintering birds remain until late March or early
April. The spring records from Massachusetts on 15 April 1978, Maryland on | May
1971, and Michigan on 17 May 1981 are unusual. The source of these birds could be
from those wintering on the Gulf Coast. The likelihood of spring vagrancy from
the population wintering. in Mexico is decreased by the more westerly migration
route of this species in spring.

Some migrant birds have lingered for a few days to a few weeks; for example,
late September to 15 October 1978 at Hastings, Minnesota; early September to 18
October 1979 at Selkirk, Manitoba; late September to 25 November 1981 at
Arlington, Virginia, when it was netted; and 6 September to 22 October 1978 at
Bemidji, Minnesota, when it flew into a house and died three days later.

Identification of an adult male Rufous Hummingbird presents no problem, as the
rufous back clearly separates it from the only other similar species, Allen’s
Hummingbird. Female Rufous Hummingbirds cannot be safely separated from
Allen's Hummingbird in the field, but there is no evidence of vagrancy of Allen's,
a Pacific Coast species, except in Texas and Louisiana. The female Broad-tailed
Hummingbird, Selasphorus platycercus, may have a cinnamon wash on the flanks
and some red in the tail, making it difficult to distinguish from Rufous. In the
female Rufous, the reddish sides, flanks and undertail coverts contrast with the
white breast and belly and there is more red in the tail. Broad-tailed
Hummingbirds have reached western Nebraska and further south they have
reached Texas, Arkansas, and Louisiana. Immature male Rufous Hummingbirds
have rufous on the rump, separating them from female Selasphorus hummingbirds
but not from immature male Allen’s Hummingbird.

The Rufous Hummingbird is the only hummingbird likely to be a vagrant in
lowa. The same sources were searched for other possibilitics. The Black-chinned
Hummingbird, Archilochus alexandri, is casuval to Louisiana in winter and there
are at least four winter and spring records from Florida. A specimen of a female at
Kearney, Nebraska, was secured in August 1903. A female specimen was obtained
in Massachusetts on 25 November 1979 and there is a sight record from Nova
Scotia on 30 May 1964. Two hypothetical records are listed for Illinois from August
1967. Otherwise, the nearest vagrant records are from Wyoming.

Broad-tailed Hummingbird is casual to western Nebraska from mid-July to
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mid-September, and there are May records from western Nebraska, southwest
Kansas, and the Oklahoma panhandle. There are two winter recurds from
Louisiana and one August record from Ft. Smith, Arkansas. This species would be
very difficult to separate from Ruby-throated Hummingbird without having it in
hand or hearing the male.

Calliope Hummingbird, Stellula calliope, the last of the northern hummingbirds
to consider, rarely has been seen east of the Rocky Mountains. There are records
from Denver to Ft. Collins, Colorado, in late July to early August 1978, Rapid City,
South Dakota, on 19 August 1964, western Nebraska on 8 Apr 1962 and August
1960, and southwest Kansas on 3 September 1952.

Allen's Hummingbird, a Pacific Coast species that migrates through Arizona in
fall, has been found in late fall and winter in Texas and Louisiana on at least
cight occasions. Anna’s Hummingbird, Calypte anna, an even more abundant
Pacific Coast species that winters in Arizona, has been found twice in Louisiana in
November and once at Tulsa, Oklahoma, in winter.

Of the southern hummingbirds, Buff-bellied Hummingbird, Amazilia
yucatanensis, is a resident of south Texas that strays to Louisiana. Two reported
from Martha's Vineyard, Massachusetts, on 10 May 1964 were considered highly
questionable by Johnsgard (1983), Magnificent Hummingbird, Eugenes fulgens, a
species of southeast Arizona and Big Bend, Texas, has been reported from
northeast Kansas (AOU 1983).
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Rufous Hummingbird at Chester, late September 1984, photo by Sanford Tyler.
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105-K E. Ticonderoga Dr.
Westerville, OH 43081
20 Dec. 1984

Dear Tom,

How have you been the past few months? Hope you are enjoying all of
your spare time now that you have only one seasonal report to edit.

I'm returning the photographs of the Selasphorus hummingbird. While
the bird is definitely an immature male, I don't necessarily share your
assumptions that it is automatically a Rufous. The presence of several Allen's
records from Louisiana plus the fact that the two species apparently hybridize
(a Selasphorus specimen from Memphis is possibly such a hybrid) has raised a
lot of questions concerning the identification of extralimital Selasphorus
hummers. While I agree that based on geographic probability, a Rufous is more
likely to occur in the midwest. However, I don't feel that a positive identi-
fication can be based on this probability alone.. .

Since your bird was an immature male, it might be positively identified
from photographs (immature females are even harder and must be captured).
Unfortunately, these photos do not show the characteristics needed to make
this identification. Were any photos taken that show the tail fully fanned
so the shape and color pattern of the individual feathers can be examined?
These photos can be from either the front or back. If such photos exist,
please send them to me and possibly the bird can be identified. If not, I'll
have to treat it as a Selasphorus sp. hummer.

For your information, the definitive reference for identifying these
hummers is: '

Stiles, F.G. 1972. Age and sex determination in Rufous and Allen
hummingbirds. Condor 74: 25-32.

The most recent article discussing estralimital Selasphorus hummers is:

Newfield, N.L. 1983. Records of Allen's hummingbird in Louisiana
and possible Rufous X Allen's hummingbird hybrids. Condor 85:
253-254.

By the way, in the article written by Francis Moore et al. concerning this
sighting, you should mention that some adult male Rufous Hummingbirds can have
green backs so that even their identification is not as clear cut as stated in
the popular field guides.

Hope your CBCs have been productive. Its been fairly mild here which
surprisingly hasn't produced many unusual sightings. Our fall was fairly
interesting, highlighted by a very cooperative Sharp-tailed Sandpiper although
we also had a good representation of many of out rarer regular migrants. Keep
in touch and have a good holiday season.

Sincerely,

@Amb&/
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DOCUMENTATION FORM for extraordinary bird sightings in Iowa §4-1o

What species? z 'M ﬁ us é{fu mm N i ,é 1 rd How many? /
Location? 6/78 S#érrro waq nN.lHelda ch Ga;, 71 m:'/c: fram /"/ﬂmeSa/o

Type of habitat? /'—/dmm:’naéf'rc/ fe&a/er ﬁt{ W a/acu—-flgqnor-' .‘;an@rr/@/er

J 7 me.
When? date(s):___ S eptem per 29 fiksine: /2!05" to /ids™ = é#/mcsj./z,,tz,/

Who?your name and address: Be-/—f) ?ra .S C,Ad/cj ‘f" ﬂ A/;SC 0/?75,_'5’0&)7
others with you: Svéeue @fns meré | .Mm"/(. 779"&656 /]a/c/‘fL

others before or afterjou: Fvancis Moore, Rob -‘//jf”s \us ¢ ééﬁorc “s,

Tom Kent qf{erus
Describe the bird(s) including only what you observed. Include size, shape, details

of all parts (bil)], eye, head, neck, back, wing, tail, throat, breast, belly, under
tail, legs, feet). Also mention voice and behavior.
ﬂc, Aumm -ﬂcjé’;‘rd o’émﬁ“ ?ubg-ﬂfrma / 5/18) Aacz/ a reen/fma(

Crown < nec/c/ a c/a,»/:é.‘!/, a ?r&&n back with a hint of /;'g/z/m@as

Jﬁawr'n? onCe,, O/ar,éfr green w/rygs) + a #a:‘/ Ca/:mscf raﬁ;as @i #4

ire«en &ip (or edg/‘n?) J white ’l"ﬁs on the oater +ail {eathers
hat Josked lile a white line. There was a &szy-m@as on

;7[5 S/a’ge ¥ Some buff })/o#c/;’ness on .«')Zs éreds# &r ée/ly),

On the +heoat lines o -/v‘ny davk spots fead down ward weth a Lew

h& vrer v paa spots 1N the A i Fhroat
¥ ﬂ‘hﬁsawéif: f—% E ir%%]g 3‘6‘3%# %?j e Maofdg:{gnafej ’\i’:::' ‘
(mmatuve &7 vathey Hhana € g5 did the move heavil marted Hoa t
| 77'16 b/r‘d Cadme at ]rre,g)u/a’- /N f-c/,'n‘/a/s 4o 7(7"-& feﬁa/er JGCS% Oddlsi_:/c_
e o e oy 5T T L )Pl perehng
about 2o’ frvy/n *he feeofer, -’2‘7/" eﬁngié/a%ff ffyfﬁ&z‘zﬁcﬁﬁmc

) ‘on (‘@

Similar species and how eliminated: /?ML’j "f'/)roa ¥e<{ %/ummr'mjé:‘rc/

Did any one disagree or have reservations about identification? 9/65

1 s, exgluin: 3 had reservations at first and had severval qood looks
[eﬁ,.,‘g );e,-n' cave /n my mind it was an immature 57 Kutous //amz,,w_
Viewing condition$: give 1ighting, distance (how measured), and optical equipment: ird

Prgvi s experience ;;ith species and similar ones: have s€en adult Rutous M‘*"”’"’é?b@é
€tore in UWag :'n"/d/] i ‘ ' g
Referenc;s and personsfggzszntz}d before writing description: ﬁﬂﬁga:CfGS—-Uﬂ’[Mf?d/ G@'jr%‘
efersen’s ¢ /n's L .
How long before field notes made? Made <t twe€ this form completed? det 3 /???[
watzhe d 4
MAIL TO: T. H. Kent, Field Reports Editor, 211 Richards Street, Iowa City IA 52240
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after fnsec-}f,, +hen return 4o “he Same pe#—c./;, or one
within inches of it — Someties several +imes
f)e-»c re gOf‘/)? 1[0 #4 e —pcd.o/er. z+ Led aéoa/ /2 Ninut e,
ﬁdc/) Fime éé‘g’rc. o/ar#rng awdg.

Mr.ﬁfar’ W/Io" Wwa s bud,#ofn‘n? from he ﬁdc/¢ jfarajj
reFor-ﬁed £ e s sften dashing e¢ffer tnsects

aroand Qa /oc,qs-pl Jr-ee. d“l"f'/‘)i 4Ars %/‘mﬂ a)/lf*n }/wds
f)ol‘ C’om/‘nci -/—0 -%e_ ‘peao/ew,



DOCUMENTATION FORM for extraordinary bird sightings in Iowa
What species? Rud-—‘oug Huwmmiw%h\'\rcl How many? '
Location? c\westex  LTowd_ — Howo(el C'vaxq-f(_'
Type of habitat? at kuw\w\i“g\g\'fa feeden awnd uavd  (w swall toww
When? date(s): S'ef)’{’. 24, [G8Y  time: JO!0S to (!4 Sawm. — & Fimes Fede |
Who?your name and address: M&\(’H ?TC'G’C,'C.L\_Q lci'rL ; L:'SC@ML\‘ T oo
others with you: BQ'HJ\ ProeecL\gH‘f‘ , Steve Dinswmove

others before or after you: Bc\s JM_u;_G‘T‘S_ Frvawc!s Moovﬂ’ Towa Kent

420

Describe the bird(s) including only what you observed. Include size, shape, details
of all parts (bill, eye, head, neck, back, wing, tail, throat, breast, belly, under
tail, legs, feet). Also mention voice and behavior.

This l\u»;nm‘\ug\oi(r; ]’\ﬂl \BYOW‘A w1t 4-6.11, vevy vwus ow (5 sides
o Flewlls, amd Speckles emn its whide thvoot. The bivd had o gveen head aud
L&(‘—K, o disdinet white bauwd undev it Hvoat a dack Lill, a dav k' eyee aves,
omd o white Ylmp  avea . Whew pexched at the feedev, ids ail slowed
white 4ail +ips, thow black, amd Hhon @ vusty brown whee fhe fail awd fhe body
mevée , the \n'ml had o b"OW‘“{Sl\ vufeus clev ow i4¢ gvew\{sk back jus-l' alove s
dack blacK—colved wings,

we saw Hhis bivd six fimes in the merwing, The Avst Hime we wexe
oudeide the heuse and Saw it cowme Ho the ex, The wext Huee Hmes we
weve 'wxﬁ'&e Hhe heuse Q+' He wib\d.ow, Saw it ?Q\rdueé iw te walwut Free aJ.ot.d‘
30’ away befove i+ wewld awe o the fedev 3-¢ Ret awoy Frown oUNr  eyes
S‘L‘Dwi“g .-l—s &“{’;{Je o us as 1"(' -ﬁ.CE-cl s, Mé, IQS"IL +wo +Hwmes “‘&A+ we

Sam) *H\e Lifcl we wexe s'i’H"mg otd'sicie Leg;JeH‘g wa(uu'f’ !‘l'vee !g‘aumg

(over)
Similar species and how eliminated: Ruloy— thoated Hummingsivd  did wet have vufous
w4 dail, ew s side, and owm its back.

Did any one disagree or have reservations about jdentification? No

If yes, explain:

Viewing conditions: give lighting, distance (how measured), and optical equipment:
Suany d“j,‘b'\\(‘l iw. Sumlight ot feedexw;, Suw ow He bivd whem we sat

oudside .  Disdences estimated. IK25 Biweculars
Previous experience with sp‘%:ies and s1‘m_1'1afl ones: \ ks
Have seom seme vufeus hummingbivds in Waskingtew s ) | "
References and persons consulted before writin descrip_twr}é Bivd field gmc{zs — ratl Geay.
Robbins, awd R.T: Retecsews . Leoked at Befh Proescleldts wotes.
How long before field notes made? wade while this form completed? Oct.7. 193¢
viewil

MAIL TO: T. H. Kent, Field Reports Editor, 211 Richards Street, lowa City IA 52240
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Sowm s Pe"d* i He Free amd 20 away Fewm the feedev.
we saw + Pew(due,(l iw the Hee both Himes amd 30+ goa& side
views oF . Thown H Flew +o +the Redey both fimes aund we

C,eu.ll cee 45 backside vexy well Hem. We U\S'M”H Saw +he_

bird T e * [ minute eaclh +ime at He Seedevr aund
(2 winwdes o ) when we obsowed [+

i+ came o the Hedes,

longe -
W the Htree befove



DOCUMENTATION FORM for extraordinary bird sightings in Iowa SdPo
What species? ﬂufou,f Humm.‘mjb.’ri How many? |

Location? ébﬂ{gq Howard 7”8 IA.
Type of habitat?_gf a hummiaghrd feedec at a house

when? date(s): Seod, 29 (964 time: to

Who?your name and address:_ S7eve Dnsmorg 4ozH Arkansas Pr. Amwes TA §0ct0
others with you: [eth ad Mack Proeiholdt [iscomh

others before or after you:_Fpuncy Meore sod Bob Myers Wwaderke

Describe the bird(s) including only what you observed. Include size, shape, details
of all parts (bill, eye, head, neck, back, wing, tail, throat, breast, belly, under
tail, legs, feet). Also mention voice and behavior.

ﬂ jmrJ- ﬂZC&l Humm»;njl;f.rJ/ efllzmq/w, 3‘:? -y* /067.

The Béf{y ﬂJeo’,,;.nc) )(a;'/ all 55014»:/ fulgu.s' ca/orr;j.

The ‘ofﬁc/ﬂ GNJ outrku/ wert w‘u-‘}C

The fhoof and gorgef were ”/’ed'/f‘{ with rubous gpets.

The bill was /00\7 and Thin dark i» m/ur’ md aﬁpu/)[uféé’

fle length oF th head-

The eye was blade, as was the are qr.;wm{[},

There was o white bawd j»u.;g a5 the dest under flx fcﬁ'f/

The back was mua’H7 green with comt fuﬁ/'“*" near fly &w'nj-r dua/
" on The ramps , W,

'ﬂ( Wing s WEre a/z"D jrgm/ &omLaﬂﬂ'dffJ Jﬂf‘/r:’r’ than the éacé, :

-ﬂf i[dl' M-«"w j’fcrﬂ JI?M 7%( )‘m&é//c HI’/A Some fq;;\q.fdht/
b!aok on hﬁt a-uu(cf' {'m'[ ‘Fcafﬁerf: Fach tarl fm/k/- ua s ale
‘{’?f'pw\ with white,

Similar species and how eliminated: -Separuful fron otter L\uMM-njLn'f&l-'; by rabous wlor on
Jl'deJ, h:'llr_,{q.'(‘nhé Hee mg)u.r Jf-:f.f on He 5c,~3e,-§, Ini‘tfﬂﬁ‘l(, i /chn.f‘#nw_r He _
ﬁ-cgv.-t ”’“mqum I's a hnvan Vaﬁ“-“‘"& dnd thes hird was more pmfzah’ q Rutes boral on fhiZ.

Did any one disagree or have reservations about identification? A/p

If yes, explain: il

Viewing conditions: give lighting, distance (how measured), and optical equipment:
Lighting wcellent Erbime fed Viewing diHance 27 whin o} o S PR

from nside housze, Al viewed at 15-2¢* .
used Basck ¢ biowb ?A‘. 35 Buim.!w.llﬂr.’. ﬁ:&-ﬂf\ ou.“fldt t’lvuJé M.‘u[g ._k# Pee“g{“

Previous experience with species and similar ones: ANone.

Gude By of N ftnerig

References and persons consulted before writing description: 6olden

Fatiop| Gee "dfiﬂ't }'u.lﬂ’y (el de fo Brds pf ot hiveric
How long before field notes made this form completed? 24 boucT

MAIL TO: T. H. Kent, Field Reports Editor, 211 Richards Street, Iowa City IA 52240
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DOCUMENTATION OF EXTRAORDINARY RIRD SIGHTING

Rufous Hummingbird, 1 imm male, 29 Sep 1984
Chester, Howard Co., IA
Thomas H. kent, 211 Richards St., Iowa City, IA S2240

Other observers (with, betore, atter)

Sandford and Eleanor Tyler (with and before)

Francis Moore (called me), Bob Myers, Steve Dinsmore, et al
Time: 32:10 to 4:50 PM (5-6 visits to feeder)
Habitat: At feeder in tiny lowa hamlet, surrounding country side
mostly flat open farmland.

"2:10, long straight bill, buffy reddish brown sides, light
underparts, dark specks across lower throat, dark tail"

"I:26, buffy underparts form bib across upper breast, wings are
irredescent greenish."

"4:259, rufous on rump, tip of tail black with small white mark."
"4:50, last seen before leaving"

From the front the bird had a definite large light throat area with
flecks in the lower part of this area; the rusty bib extended
across the breast and down the sides, but the lower belly was light
agray. The upper face, head, bill and eye all appeared dark. The
wings appeared green with black tips. The rump color was rusty, but
I could not make out any rust on the back or wings (Tylers said
they saw this earlier). The tail was probably rounded, but most of
the time I saw the bird i1t was sitting on the feeder with tail
pulled in; I could not tell whether the white on the tail was
lateral or central. A non descript (Ruby—-throated) hummingbird fed
several times; its bill appeared similar in size and shape to the
Rufous . i

Song: not heard.

Behavior: Flew onto dead limb of nearby tree, then to the feeder
where 1t sat while feeding. Frobably stayed about 20 seconds and
then flew off abruptly.

Conditions (distance, light, optical equipment): 15 feet (closer
than binocular focus); 10x binoculars, 420mm lens on camera; shady
side of house.

Similar species: The rufous color would appear to eliminate all
other species except Allen’'s, a species not known to be a vagrant
to this area.

Agreement: yes

Frevious experience: | have seen this species twice in Texas.
References/time used: none betore guoted notes, then National
Geographic Guide, then other guides after typing down to similar

species.

Time of notes/typed: Notes after first three views; typed next
morning.



