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VOTE: ON RUFOUS HUMMINGBIRD: 1-I-P, 1-II, 3-IV, 2-V; ON Selasphorus sp. : 4-I-P, 2-ll, 1-unrecorded 

ll, Il, Partly based on likelihood of this vs. Allen’s Hummingbird. 

IV, l-P, On morphologic grounds Allen’s Hummingbird cannot be eliminated. Vagrancy patterns 

strongly favor Rufous. Do we treat this species the same way we treat Ani species? This bird should 

have been netted, measured and photographed to record wing, tail, and culmen lengths, widths of 1, 

2, and 5 rectrices, and shape of 2nd rectrix. Let’s not screw up the next time one appears. 

IV, ll, Possibly impossible to tell in field from Allen’s or hybrid, would like to see pictures. 

IV, I-P, Best kept secret of the year! Would have seen bird had | been privy to its presence. 

V, Immature female. S. rufus averages paler below, which was well noted by several observers. No 

observer mentioned coloration of interior retrices. General descriptions of tail feathers by S. 

Dinsmore may be of Allen’s or a hybrid. S. rufus most likely. 

V, I|-P, While this bird is almost certainly a Rufous Hummingbird, the sonar of a hybrid or 

Allen’s cannot be eliminated. The necessity for clear photographs of the spread tail when this bird 

is encountered is paramount. Even considering range, one cannot safely eliminate hybrids or Allen’s 

(Note possible hybrid form Memphis, TN). 

I-P or Il, I-P or Il, Even though there isn’t rusty in middle of the back, I'd call this a 

Rufous. For an Allen’s to get here, even the most northern-most Allen’s would have to fly directly 

east. California birds would have to fly northeast. Most displaced migrants in fall fly south but 

with more of an angle to east or west than they should. Note also that fully half the ‘Allen’s’ 

reported in the paper you copied for us are known hybrids. Vagrancy is unlikely in Allen’s, while a 

NW storm (see Tyler's documentation) could well bring us a Rufous. (P.S.--the one Nebraska specimen 
keys to Rufous--I| checked).
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Rufous Hummingbird in Northeast lowa 

Francis L. Moore Robert K. Myers Thomas H. Kent 
333 Fairfield St. 1236 Sylvia Ave. 211 Richards St. 
Waterloo, IA 50703 Waterloo, IA 50703 Iowa City, IA 52240 

On September 28, 1984 word was received of a possible Rufous Hummingbird, 
Selasphorus rufus, at a feeder in Chester, a town of 175 people in Howard County. 
Chester lies in northeast lowa on the Minnesota border just west of the hilly 
Palezoic Plateau. The bird had been coming to the large hummingbird feeders at 
the home of Eleanor and Sanford Tyler. It was first seen on September 25 
following a cold front with strong northwest winds and remained until October 2. 
The Tylers, former Minnesota bird banders, immediately recognized that the bird 
was unusual and tentatively identified it as a Rufous Hummingbird. 
Moore and Myers arrived at the Tylers early on September 29 and first observed 

the bird at 7:40 AM. The bird fed at the two feeders on the east side of the house 
every 15 to 20 minutes, remaining about two minutes at a time. Between feedings it 
rested in nearby trees, especially on the dead limbs of a tall tree. Kent observered 
the bird late in the afternoon of the same day when it fed less frequently. A 
composite of our descriptions follows. 
The bird was of similar size to an immature Ruby-throated Hummingbird, 

Archilochus colubris, that fed occasionally at the same feeders. The long, 
needle-like black bill appeared slightly decurved. The eye was dark. The top of the 
head and back appeared green. The white throat was flecked: with dark, suggesting 
a beginning gorget. The breast, sides and under tail coverts were pale rust. The rust 
extended across the upper belly as a narrow band, and beneath this the mid and 
lower belly were white. The upper tail coverts were a darker rust while the distal 
tail was black with white tip. 

Photographs taken by the Tyers at close range show a white spot at the 
posterior rim of the eye and small rusty areas in the scapulars and mid-back. 
The description and photographs fit an immature male Rufous Hummingbird as 

Suggested by the Tylers. However, the description also fits an immature male 
Allen’s Hummingbird, Selasphorus sasin, a species that is an unlikely vagrant to 
Iowa (see below), 
The Rufous Hummingbird is the most northerly of North American 

hummingbirds, nesting in the mountainous and coniferous areas from northern 
California and southwest Montana on the south, north nearly to Anchorage, 
Alaska. After nesting, males leave first followed by females and immatures. Most 
fall migrants are found in the mountains, but some birds stray eastward. The main 
wintering grounds are in Mexico, but small numbers are regularly found along the 
Gulf Coast of the United States to Florida and some even reach the east coast of 
Florida. The bulk of the spring migration is through the lowlands of California 
and eastern Arizona with males arriving by mid-February and peak migration in 
March and April. 

Eastern vagrants are almost all found in fall and winter and occur across the 
entire eastern United States and Canada. A search of Audubon Field Notes and 
American Birds for boldfaced records from 1948 through 1983, Bent (1940), 
American Ornithologists’ Union (1983), books on birds of mid-western States, and 
an article by Conway and Drennan (1979) revealed 35 definite or probable records 
east of the Great Plains states (Saskatchewan to Oklahoma) and north of states 
bordering the Gulf Coast (Texas to Florida). Rufous Hummingbirds are casual on 
the western edge of the Great Plains in fall migration and regular in small 
numbers on the Gulf Coast in fall and winter. 

In fall migration males may reach southern California by late June and are 

found in Arizona and Texas by late July with the peak migration in early to 

mid-August. The early eastward vagrants have also been males. Later birds may be 
males, females or immatures. The monthly distribution of vagrant records by state 
Or province is shown below. 
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June: Minnesota . 
July: Maine, Minnesota, New Hampshire 

August: Minnesota, Nova Scotia, Ontario, Wisconsin 
September: Indiana, lowa, Maine (2), Manitoba, Maryland, Minnesota (2), 
New York, Ontario, Virginia, Wisconsin 

October: Michigan, Minnesota, Missouri 
November: Delaware, Georgia, Maryland, North Carolina, Pennsylvania (2), 

Virginia 
December: Arkansas, South Carolina 

January: Virginia 

April: Massachusetts 

May: Maryland, Michigan 

The 16 June 1979 record from St Louis County, Minnesota, could be an early fall 
migrant, as fall migrants normally reach southern California by late June and 
there is a 26 June 1977 record from Rapid City, South Dakota. Males are found far 
south and east of their nesting grounds by July with records from New Hampshire 
on 18 July 1976, northwest Nebraska on 20 July 1978, Midland, Texas, on 23 July 
1960, Orono, Maine, on 28 July 1957, Anoka, Minnesota, on 30 July 1983, and 
Shreveport, Louisiana, on 31 July 1976. One-third of the eastern vagrants listed 
above are from September, so the Iowa bird arrived at the most likely time. 

Unlike the Ruby-throated Hummingbird, the Rufous Hummingbird may linger 
into colder weather. Several attempts have been made to capture them and protect 
them from the cold. The November to January records are from southern or eastern 
locations. On the Gulf Coast wintering birds remain until late March or early 
April. The spring records from Massachusetts on 15 April 1978, Maryland on | May 
1971, and Michigan on 17 May 1981 are unusual. The source of these birds could be 
from those wintering on the Gulf Coast. The likelihood of spring vagrancy from 
the population wintering. in Mexico is decreased by the more westerly migration 
route of this species in spring. 
Some migrant birds have lingered for a few days to a few weeks; for example, 

late September to 15 October 1978 at Hastings, Minnesota; early September to 18 
October 1979 at Selkirk, Manitoba; late September to 25 November 1981 at 
Arlington, Virginia, when it was netted; and 6 September to 22 October 1978 at 
Bemidji, Minnesota, when it flew into a house and died three days later. 

Identification of an adult male Rufous Hummingbird presents no problem, as the 
rufous back clearly separates it from the only other similar species, Allen’s 
Hummingbird. Female Rufous Hummingbirds cannot be safely separated from 
Allen’s Hummingbird in the field, but there is no evidence of vagrancy of Allen’s, 
a Pacific Coast species, except in Texas and Louisiana. The female Broad-tailed 
Hummingbird, Selasphorus platycercus, may have a cinnamon wash on the flanks 
and some red in the tail, making it difficult to distinguish from Rufous. In the 

female Rufous, the reddish sides, flanks and undertail coverts contrast with the 
white breast and belly and there is more red in the tail. Broad-tailed 
Hummingbirds: have reached western Nebraska and further south they have 

reached Texas, Arkansas, and Louisiana. Immature male Rufous Hummingbirds 
have rufous on the rump, separating them from female Selasphorus hummingbirds 
but not from immature male Allen’s Hummingbird. 
The Rufous Hummingbird is the only hummingbird likely to be a vagrant in 

Iowa. The same sources were searched for other possibilities. The Black-chinned 
Hummingbird, Archilochus alexandri, is casual to Louisiana in winter and there 

are at least four winter and spring records from Florida. A specimen of a female at 

Kearney, Nebraska, was secured in August 1903. A female specimen was obtained 

in Massachusetts on 25 November 1979 and there is a sight record from Nova 

Scotia on 30 May 1964. Two hypothetical records are listed for Illinois from August 
1967. Otherwise, the nearest vagrant records are from Wyoming. 

Broad-tailed Hummingbird is casual to western Nebraska from mid-July to 

sy-30
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mid-September, and there are May records from western Nebraska, southwest 

Kansas, and the Oklahoma panhandle. There are two winter records from 

Louisiana and one August record from Ft. Smith, Arkansas. This species would be 
very difficult to separate from Ruby-throated Hummingbird without having it in 
hand or hearing the male. 

Calliope Hummingbird, Stellula calliope, the last of the northern hummingbirds 

to consider, rarely has been seen east of the Rocky Mountains. There are records 

from Denver to Ft. Collins, Colorado, in late July to early August 1978, Rapid City, 

South Dakota, on 19 August 1964, western Nebraska on 8 Apr 1962 and August 

1960, and southwest Kansas on 3 September 1952. 

Allen’s Hummingbird, a Pacific Coast species that migrates through Arizona in 

fall, has been found in late fall and winter in Texas and Louisiana on at least 

eight occasions. Anna’s Hummingbird, Calypte anna, an even more abundant 

Pacific Coast species that winters in Arizona, has been found twice in Louisiana in 

November and once at Tulsa, Oklahoma, in winter. 

Of the southern hummingbirds, Buff-bellied Hummingbird, Amazilia 

yucatanensis, is a resident of south Texas that strays to Louisiana. Two reported 

from Martha’s Vineyard, Massachusetts, on 10 May 1964 were considered highly 

questionable by Johnsgard (1983). Magnificent Hummingbird, Eugenes fulgens, a 

species of southeast Arizona and Big Bend, Texas, has been reported from 

northeast Kansas (AOU 1983). 
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Rufous Hummingbird at Chester, late September 1984, photo by Sanford Tyler.



54-30 
105-K E. Ticonderoga Dr. 
Westerville, OH 43081 

20 Dec. 1984 

Dear Tom, 

How have you been the past few months? Hope you are enjoying all of 
your spare time now that you have only one seasonal report to edit. 

I'm returning the photographs of the Selasphorus hummingbird. While 
the bird is definitely an immature male, I don't necessarily share your 
assumptions that it is automatically a Rufous. The presence of several Allen's 
records from Louisiana plus the fact that the two species apparently hybridize 
(a Selasphorus specimen from Memphis is possibly such a hybrid) has raised a 
lot of questions concerning the identification of extralimital Selasphorus 
hummers. While I agree that based on geographic probability, a Rufous is more 
likely to occur in the midwest. However, I don't feel that a positive identi- 
fication can be based on this probability alone.. .. 

Since your bird was an immature male, it might be positively identified 
from photographs (immature females are even harder and must be captured). 
Unfortunately, these photos do not show the characteristics needed to make 
this identification. Were any photos taken that show the tail fully fanned 
so the shape and color pattern of the individual feathers can be examined? 
These photos can be from either the front or back. If such photos exist, 
please send them to me and possibly the bird can be identified. re wet, 1°%) 
have to treat it as a Sel espneses *- hummer. 

For your information, the definitive reference for identifying these 
hummers is: 

Stiles, F.G. 1972. Age and sex determination in Rufous and Allen 

hummingbirds. Condor 74: 25-32. 

The most recent article discussing estralimital Selasphorus hummers is: 

Newfield, N.L. 1983. Records of Allen's hummingbird in Louisiana 

and possible Rufous X Allen's hummingbird hybrids. Condor 85: 

253-254. 

By the way, in the article written by Francis. Moore et al. concerning this 

sighting, you should mention that some adult male Rufous Hummingbirds can have 

green backs so that even their identification is not as clear cut as stated in 

the popular field guides. 

Hope your CBCs have been productive. Its been fairly mild here which 

surprisingly hasn't produced many unusual sightings. Our fall was fairly 

interesting, highlighted by a very cooperative Sharp-tailed Sandpiper although 

we also had a good representation of many of out rarer regular migrants. Keep 

in touch and have a good holiday season. 

Sincerely, 

Owe
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others with you: Reth Proesclaldt | Steve Dinsmore : 

others before or after you: Rol Myers, Frauds Meove “Tom kent 

 « ¥Y-30 

ee 

Describe the bird(s) including only what you observed. Include size, shape, details 

of all parts (bill, eye, head, neck, back, wing, tail, throat, breast, belly, under 

tail, legs, feet). Also mention voice and behavior. , 

This humminalsicd had brow in ite el, very yufous ow tts sides 

ox Flonks, ond speckles ew its white theoat., the bird had a green head and 

back, a distinet white bend under ite tHeoat a dack bill a dav kk eyee area, 

ond a white rump avea. Wher perched at the feeder, its ail showed 

white dail Hips, then black, and thon a rusty brown where the fail and the body 
Merge , the bird had a brownish wfeus aloe en ite greouish back just above its 

da K black—coloved wings, | | 2 

we Saw this bicd six times in the mecning, the first Ain oe tll 

outvide the ste aah cee 1 eee Oe ex, the next thee times jaa 7 

were aside the heuse at the. window, Saw it perched a the walwut Heee. about 

Zo’ away befeve i+ would G@me to the feeder 2-4. Ret away From our eyes 

Saw the bied we were sitting outside beside the wa luut Ftree ae, 

| over 

Similar species and how eliminated: Rubu—theoated Hummingaivd did vet have rufous 

iw its dail, ew its side, and om its hack. 

Did any one disagree or have reservations about iden
tification? No 

If yes, explain: 

Viewing conditions: give lighting, distance (how measured), and optical equipment: 

Sunny chy bivd in sunlight ot feeder, 
sun on the bird when we sat 

outside.  Distentes estimated. FTKX35 Binecularcs 

~ Previous experience with species and similar ones: 

Have seem seme wucfeus hummmingioieds iW Washington state . oa 

References and persons consulted before writin description: Bird field guides — pot. Geog. , 

Zo bins, Gnd RR. Petersen's . Leoked at Be Poe sche ld votes. 

How long before field notes made? made while this form completed? Oot 7 1934 

viewin 7 

MAIL TO: JT. H. Kent, Field Reports Editor, 211 Richards Street,
 Iowa City IA 52240 



ae eat 

&4-3o 

— Seow its perch on the tree and 207 away -frem the feeder. 

We saw jt perched in the tee both times and got good Side 

views of it, then it flew +o the Reeder both times and we 

could see its backside very well then, We usually say fhe 

bird %Z winute Yeo | minute each +ime at the feeder aud longo \- 

(2 minute S Ow Sb) Whown We okcovwed nr '»~ +the tee h2 fered



DOCUMENTATION FORM for extraordinary bird sightings in Iowa 

What species? Rufous Hummingbird How many? | 
- 

S4~Jo 

— Location? Chester Howard (a TA, 

Type of habitat?_gt a hummingbird feeder at a house 

When? date(s): Sept, 24, /9 87 time: to 

Who?your name and address: s¢eve Dunsmore 4024 Arkansas Pr. Ames TA foci0 

others with you: Beth ad Mack foeiboldé i ijeomh 

others before or after you: Francis /uvore and Bob Myers, Waterke 

Describe the bird(s) including only what you observed. Include size, shape, details 

of all parts (bill, eye, head, neck, back, wing, tail, throat, breast,
 belly, under 

tail, legs, feet). Also mention voice and behavior. 

M yood - sized Human ngbicd, eStme ted 73 -Y" fowg 

The belly sides and fail all showed rufous colormg. 

The bree and und er fal wert white 7 , 

The throat — gorget were spechled with ru tous spe 15. . 

The brll VAS long and thin dark in aler aud alent fuse 

fhe length of th head 
The eve UL s blade as uss the arty ive, 2 , : 

There ues G white band going acre 77 the dest under fle gorgeh 

Tk mings Were 4/70 green but appeand 
dlarber than the bach 

Th fil var i ech au the mde with some ot 

black on thy outer fa [ feathers, Fach fal fea te vas alo 

Similar species and how eliminated: Sepanted fron other runing itd 5 by Pubus ler on 

sde2, belly tail and the rufous opett on the gorget, Lnzeparable From Mens, fovever the 

Rubs Hamm ny bird rs a Known vagrant and thes bird war More probably Q Ruhw bored en fis, 

Did any one disagree or have reservations about identification?
 We 

If yes, explain: ——~ 

Viewing conditions: give lighting, distance (how measured), and optical
 equipment: 

wm mside house, Alze viewed al (5 ‘-2e' Tt - 

avek Bawck +touk 435 pieae ary from ont ide house while ot Peeder, 

Previous experience with species and similar ones: Mone. 

References and persons consulted before writing description: Golden Gude Bucy of Mi frente 

Wationl Geographic Sacsety Field Gude fo Birdd pt Moy five ste 

How long before field notes made? mediate L this form completed? 24 fu 

MAIL TO: T. H. Kent, Field Reports Editor, 211 Richards Street, Iowa City IA 52240 



&4 3d 
DOCUMENTATION OF EXTRAGRDINARY BIRD SIGHTING 

Rufous Hummingbird, 1 imm male, 29 Sep 1984 

Chester, Howard Co., IA 3 

Thomas H. Kent, 211 Richards St., Iowa City, IA S2240 

Other observers (with, before, after) 

Sandford and Eleanor Tyler (with and before) 

Francis Moore (called me), Bob Myers, Steve Dinsmore, et al 

Time: 3:10 to 4:50 FM (3-6 visits to feeder) > 

Habitat: At feeder in tiny lowa hamlet, surrounding country side 

mastly tlat open tarmland. 

"3210, long straight bill, buffy reddish brown sides, light 

underparts, dark specks across lower throat, dark tail" 

"S226, buffy underparts form bib across upper breast, wings are 

irredescent greenish." 

"4325, rufous on rump, tip of tail black with small white mark." 

"4:50, last seen before leaving" 

From the front the bird had a definite large light throat area with 

flecks in the lower part of this area; the rusty bib extended , 
across the breast and down the sides, but the lower belly was light 

gray. The upper face, head, bill and eye all appeared dark. The 

wings appeared green with black tips. The rump color was rusty, but 

I could not make out any rust on the back or wings (Tylers said 

they saw this earlier). The tail was probably rounded, but most of 

the time I saw the bird it was sitting on the feeder with tail 

pulled ins; I could not tell whether the white on the tail was 
lateral or central. A non descript (Ruby-throated) hummingbird ted 
several times; its bill appeared similar in size and shape to the 

Rufous’. | : - a -- | 
Song: not heard. . : | | : 
Behavior: Flew onto dead limb of nearby tree, then to the feeder 

where it sat while feeding. Frobably stayed about 20 seconds and 

then flew off abruptly. 

Conditions (distance, light, optical equipment): 15 feet (closer 

than binocular focus); 10x binoculars, 420mm lens on camera; shady 

side of house. 

Similar species: The rufous color would appear to eliminate all 

other species except Allen‘s, a species not known to be a vagrant 

to this area. 

Agreement: yes 

Previous experience: I have seen this species twice in Texas. 

References/time used: none betore quoted notes, then National 

Geographic Guide, then other guides after typing down to similar 

Species. 

Time of notes/typed: Notes after first three views; typed next 

morning.


