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DOCUMENTATIONS 
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Rita DeWall 

Ronald Harms 

PHOTOGRAPHS 

Wallace Jardine, P-O136 

LETTERS 

Tom Kent to Bruce [Peterjohn], 7 May 1984 

Bruce Peterjohn to Tom [Kent], 31 May 1984 

Pete Petersen to Tom Kent, 19 May 1984 

REFERENCE 

Records Committee: IBL 54:40, 64:70 

REQUEST FOR RECONSIDERATION 

Tom Kent to Records Committee, 13 Sep 1993 

VOTE: 3-ll, 3-Ill, 1-IV 

lll, Are photos available? 

Il, Good description by Jardine. 

IV, Not separated from Lapland Longspur or other sparrow species entirely. 

lll, Observers were able to study the bird at close range for some time. Description 

satisfactory--eliminates other possibilities. , 

ll, ls the photo available? Behavior very odd! Since the feeder is very close to an open field, 

this observation is possible, anyway. 

REVOTE by mail including black and white photo: 3-I-P, 1-ll, 1- IV, 1-V, 1-VI 

VI, Although Smith’s may have a slight eye ring, the strong eye ring fits Vesper Sparrow better. 

Strong breast markings, white chin mark, lack of collar, and wing bars rather than shoulder patch 

also fit Vesper Sparrow. Crown stripe and pale buff underparts consistent with either. Feeder 

location also better for Vesper Sparrow. 

|-P, Light malar stripe, eye-ring, streaking on breast and buff underparts are like female 

Smith’s Longspurs | have seen. | do not believe the bird is a Vesper Sparrow. 

IV, The photo doesn’t look right to me -- the eye ring and face pattern, along with breast 

streaking and wing bars don’t quite resemble Smith’s Longspur--perhaps a clearer photo would help. | 

could be persuaded however, and | dont know just what the bird in the photo is. 

Ill vote after I've seen the photos. 

NOTE: The vote was V after seeing the photo--thought to be a Vesper Sparrow. After discussion at the 

meeting the photo was sent to Bruce Peterjohn and Petersen planned to show it to Vern Kleen. 

REVOTE (1993): 7 A-P 

A-P, Color on chest is not Vesper. As for coming to feeder, | have had Snow Buntings come on 

severe winters. 

A-P, There are a few points that trouble me about this photograph. The eye ring seems unusually 

prominent for Smith’s Longspur, and there is no sign of the white wing coverts. Neither of these 

features completely precludes Smith’s Longspur, however. I’ve never been this close to Smith’s 

Longspur to see the eye ring and, in addition, the angle at which the photograph was taken may have 

highlighted this mark. The wing coverts could easily be hidden, and as Tom says, are variable in 

size anyway. The bill looks quite pink although documentations describve it as gray/brown. Field 

guides are little help as all appear to depend primarily on the buffy underparts for identification. 

I’m convinced that this is not a Vesper Sparrow, and | do believe the photograph provides support 
for the identification by observers of Smith’s Longspur.
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A-P, First, | don’t think this is a Vesper Sparrow, which has a white throat, is not nearly this 

buffy underneath, and has no dark, broad central crown stripe as shown in this photo. With regard to 

Smith’s Longspur, the only thing added by the color photo was the buff colored underparts, which we 

already knew from the written documentations. My main concerns with this being a Smith’s are the 

conspicuous eyering and light malar streak shown in the photo, and what appears to be a broad dark 

crown stripe. This latter feature is mentioned in two documentations, and does not look or sound 

like a thin central line in a streaked crown as would be expected from a winter Longspur. | made a 

call about this bird, and was assured that | could be shown a photograph of a Smith’s showing 

obvious eyering. The other two features (dark crown stripe and white malar) both occur on breeding 

plumage Smith’s and appear to correspond exactly with what is shown in the photo. | believe what we 

have here is a Smith's at an intermediate stage of molt, either entering or leaving breeding 

plumage. From my brief experience with spring Smith’s, | have seen them in a bewildering array of 

molting on a given day, so this would not surprise me. 

A-P, Breast color and triangular face patch eliminate Vesper. 

A-P, | compared this photo with my photos from 27 March 1982 (IBL 52:62, 63) and the match is 

very good, including eye ring and white malar stripe.



g3-35 

13 September 1993 

To: IOU Records Committee 
From: Tom Kent 
Re: Request for reconsideration of record 

Record: 83-35 Smith's Longspur 
Reason for request: lingering doubts 
Comment: I originally voted not to accept this record because I thought it was a 
Vesper Sparrow. I have looked at the photograph many times, because it seems to me 
the picture should be interpretable. I am now more inclined to think that it is a Smith's 
Longspur. Peterjohn and Kleen only saw black and white copies of the photo. The 
color photo shows yellowish underparts, which would exclude Vesper Sparrow. The 
facial triangle has a central light spot like a Smith's Longspur and unlike a Vesper 
Sparrow. All of the other marks fit Smith's Longspur, including the wing bars, which 
are quite variable in this species. Some years later the location was pointed out to me, 
and it was definitely rural. I had been skeptical about a Smith's Lonspur coming to a 
feeder.





Smith's Longspur P-0136 
Pocahontas, Pocahontas Co, 
17 Dec 1983 Wallace Jardine 
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§3-35° 

105-K E, Ticonderoga Dr, 
Westerville, OH 43081 
31 May 1984 

Dear Tom, 

Many, many apologies for not responding sooner. I have been 
terribly overburdened during the past month which resulted ina 
severe case of "burn out" from which I am just beginning to recover, 
I hope my delay has not caused you a great inconvenience, 

I am unable to identify the bird from the enclosed photos due 
to the absence of color, the lack of visible tail characteristics, 
the very indistinct bill features (I can't clearly determine shape 
and color from the photos), indistinct head characteristics 
(presence of a stripe through the crown, lore and malar features 
are not as clear as I would like) and no knowledge of the season 
when the photo was taken, If the bird is a North American species, 
then several species of sparrow and possibly female longspur are 
conceivable but I don't feel the photos conclusively establish the 
birds identity without accompanying details. Wish I could be of 
more help, 

Hope your May birding expedition turned up some unusual obser- 
vations. I will be interested in reading about them in your spring 
report, May was rather disappointing in Ohio. Only shorebirds 
appeared in good numbers including our first Curlew Sandpiper while 
the passerine movement was late with few defined waves, 

By the way, send me the addresses I should use for Dinsmore, 
Newlon and Silcock with your spring report. Please try to get the 
report to me by June 15 if at all possible as I am leaving for 
Colorado on June 29 (for a very badly needed vacation) and would 
like to have the American Birds article written before I leave, 

Sincerely, 

wie 
Bruce Peterjohn
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AN EXTRAORDINARY SIGHT RECORD RT. 8 BOX 9 
POCAHONTAS, IOWA 

50574 

BIRDS: VERIFYING DOCUMENTATION OF inka eee 
* £2. 

1. Species SHITHS LONGSPUR 3 2. Number 

3. Location PoceHoN TAs. ,1AW tite teil 

4. Oate:_[2.-/27- 83 5. Time Bird Seen: §/004m to 12/00 Noo 

6. Oescription of size, shape and color-pattern (describe in great detail all 

parts of the plumage, and beak and feet coloration, in addition, to the 

diagnostic characteristics, but include only what actually was seen in t
he 

| field): +ruis Biko Is COMPLETELY BUFF IN COLOR OK YttE 

| UNDERSIDE FROWN THROAT TO REAR, THE WHITE WUSTACHE iS 

QvivE OistTinetT AS tS THE WHITE EVE KRING, THE Cowy 

HAS A MEDIAN LINE 4 A QUFF EYE STRIPE iS PRKOHipeENT. 
The WING HAS WHITE IN WHE FRKH OF A WIN CCAR KATHE © 
THAN 4.8 4 PATCH, “~The YTAIC iS. PdTCHED OTH WHITE OvTEkK 
FeATH ews, CUEEK AKCA HAS A TKIANCE CF DARKER FEeATHEKS 
RePqk |S cepicAd 4 SRIY/ GOWN IN CdXLCOR, FEST coveo WIT 

Re <EEn Ove we The chow. BIRD Lo4s Fert eae S 

FROM ABOVT 40% vworTrH B800HH CENS, | 

7. Description of voice, if heard: Now HEARD EAKnLY IN THE AH Rut 

N AT Boob THE BIRD WAS SINGING WHICE FEED rer, . 

SiMILAZ TS wtobEn OoWwETL BEING roe . Th fee 

8. Description of behavior: 

FEEDING AT THe Feev oF 4 Vey FE
EDER, 

9. Habitat - general: GAckK YAKD SPENING TO A j00 ACKE ra erp, 

EVEKERCENS, GU ites, (KEES, 

specific: FosT cr HAY FEDEK Resipe yyeRCE. 

10. Similarly appearing species which are eliminated by eusettine 6, 7, & 8. 

— LAP LAA Db KLONGCPUR 

11. Distance (how measured)? ESTIMATED, , (12. Optical equipment: 
io x Gi MOC, 

Tox Score 

13. Light (sky, light on ‘mee, position of sun in relation to bird and you): 

Braet+r evEekwmcAsT 

14, Previous experience with this species and similarly appearing species: 

FIRST SIGHTING Cr SHtiTtS, LAMANOS SECN Every YEFR, 

15. Other observers: VON HARMS - Lav KENS, 14,‘ 

VITA Dew4ce — PScAHINTAS, TA, 

16. Did the others agree with your identification? VES 

17. Other observers who independently identified this bird: 

18. Sooks, illustrations and advice consulted, and how did these
 influence this 

description: VPETERSONS & GOLDEN Book CCONFIRHED WHAT WAS SEEN. — 

19. How long after observing this bird did you first write this d
escription? 

ie D [ HeUR 

aia ne Sen eae _. Address: ay 9s.>..... i 
| C7 

ann me pope | city, ‘State: * Foc atenT. TAS , £4) _. 

oe we Cond



DOCUMENTATION FORM for extraordinary bird sightings in Iowa  3->S_ 

What species? Sm Lh t Kong par | How many? Ove 

~~ Location? hellace ford nee bind Va Ao [bc ahonTas, fecahsnlas Ca, 

Type of habitat? Edge ef lat n + Cann Tk E ide 

When? unt. /) Dee SG? time: 7,’ oe te Mise 

Who?your name and address: Soha i Aabme . Agate af... fs ST 

others with you: Wa //ace Jardine. 

others before or after you: Fi Ta. Le Wal) znd. z mc Sate many hers 

Describe the bird(s) including only what you observed. Include size, shape, details 

of all parts (bill, eye, head, neck, back, wing, tail, throat, breast, belly, under 

tail, legs, feet). Also mention voice and behavior. fee SPar Sybe 

tes Crown s7ri pe 

jvhe ¢ fh wi 5S Ss agges! 48 wing bar 

Lark cheek pales 4 havceed sigh ateye) 

Datter Tail foathkess Sb shed mhtie fa Fed? 

Trell Norme’ 

Similar species and how elim
inated: 

Didnt Jock lite o7her hong Spars. 

Did any one disagree or have reservations about identification? fs 

If yes, explain: | 

Viewing conditions: give lightina, distance (how measured), and optical equipment: 

Goad ight, CsTimate $0 yd, 

Fie/d g/asses % Sporting § cope 
- Previous experience with species and similar ones: 

iFeTine 04 heplond hoagshuss 
— - persons consulted before writing description: 
> Necessary 

How long, cet field notes made? this form completed? rr 

he Pothty Were Coveredre noted at fe asuie 

MAIL TO: 4 H. Kent, Field Reports Editor, 211 Richards Street, Iowa City IA 52240 — 



3-357 
Dec 17, 1983 
9:00 a.m. 

Observed smith's longspur at Wally Jardine'’s near Pocahontas 

I only observed it couple minutes since I was on way to an appointment, 
but bird was not at all flighty feeding on ground under feeder with 
weaver finches so could have been observed longer 

Was 40-45 feet away using 7 x 35 binoculars and spotting scope (just 
used scope for closer view, was totally identifiable with binoculars) 

Could identify as smith's longspur using Golden & Peterson's guides - 
definite buffy color on all underparts, could see line of white wingbar 
(did not see it fly), white or lighter markings near ear patch, same 
size as weaver finches 

Rita DeWall 

BR. i Box iS 

Pocahontas, Iowa 50574


