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VOTE: 3 A-D, 4 NA 

A-D, I hesitate to accept second-hand records. It is extremely 

difficult to determine what the observer actually saw. I accepted 

this bird due to its rather distinctive appearance, but would be 
reluctant to accept fide documentations of birds more difficult 

to identify. 

NA, I have no doubt that this bird was correctly identified by 
a capable observer. My problem is with "fide" documentations. 

This simply introduces another variable into the mix. Was the 
observer prompted? Was the information accurately recorded? As I 

recall from reviewing historical records, we consistently turned 
down secondhand reports. I see no reason to change that now. 

A-D, I think we should formulate a policy on "fide" 
documentations. 

NA, Would rather have sketchy documentation from actual 

observer than notes taken more than two weeks after the fact. I 

find it difficult to evaluate second-hand information as, 

intentional or not, some bias can creep in. 

NA, Yes, the observer should write the documentation without 

influence from others. 

A-D, We certainly want to see that all like and reasonable 

records are reviewed by this committee. This record and other 

records like it should try to get the documentation or 

description of the record if at all possible and if it cannot be 

from the person who saw the record first hand then a fide can and 

should be reviewed if the record ‘is considered important to the 
written ornithological record in Iowa. 

NA, I don't think a fide documentation is to be considered 

evidence. A court of law calis this ‘hearsay' !
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From: Tom Kent, Field Reports Editor, Iowa Bird Life, 211 Richards St., Iowa City, IA 52246 

Sometimes I am on the fence as to whether to include a bird sighting in the report or not, usually because eae 
I don’t have enough information or the sighting is so unusual that I would like to check on it. I have a 
choice of making a decision or seeking more information. This form is an attempt to do the latter. 

I would appreciate it if you would return this form in the enclosed self-addressed stamped envelope as 
soon as possible so that I can make alterations in the report before it is published. Thanks. 
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