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A-P, We have two documentations that give convincing
descriptions of Gray-crowned Rosy Finch. The photographs are not
perfect, but do show the gray crown. /thk
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Gray-crowned Rosy Finch

Wilkinson, R. 1978. 'Rosy the Finch' creates stir in birdwatching.
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Gray crowned Rosy Finch
Photo by Richard Wilkinson, Oelwein Daily Regisler

‘Rosy, the Finch’ creates stir in birdwatching -- For a tiny gray-capped tufl of
rusty feathers, Rosy has turned the Rex and Sharon Ladeburg household upside
down and sent a shiver of excitement thorugh the Iowa ornithological communily
lo boot.

Rosy, shortened by Sharon from Gray-crowned Rosy Finch, is the first of the
species to be spotted in Iowa during the 20th Cenlury. According to Woodward
Brown's book “‘Annotated List of the Birds of Iowa,” the last sighting occurred in
1883.

For the Ladeburgs the past two weeks of mid-February have been something
to remember. Since the release of information to several members of the Iowa
Ornithologists’ Union about 30 indiviudals have visited the Ladeburg kitchen to
watch Rosy eat at a feeder on the north kitchen window.

The crush, which has filled the Ladeburg's kitchen on occasion, has disrupted
Mrs. Ladeburg’s household duties. For the present she has been attempting to
finish her work early in the morning so she can keep accurate tabs on Rosy's
hourly feeding times, part of a requirement for substantiating the find.

““The neighbors can’t believe that there are that many people interested in
Rosy,” she laughed, adding that her eight-year-old daughter Shelli Renee keeps
asking why everyone is so interested in the bird, while four-year-old Susan Raynell
seems to be taking in in stride.

On a recent Friday, Saturday and Sunday, the Ladeburgs hosted groups of
individuals. Saturday morning approximately 10 people crowded into Sharon's
kitchen. Included in the group were three members of the Iowa Ornithologists’
Union: Pele Petersen of Davenport, editor of lIowa Bird Life, Dr. N. S. Halmi of
Iowa City, and Woodward Brown of Des Moines. The group will help validate the
sighting.

As of Monday, March 20, 1978 Rosy had failed to make an appearance to the
Ladeburg feeder leading Mrs. Ladeburg to speculate that the finch had begun the
long trip home.

Home for the Gray-crowned Rosy Finch is in the western reaches of North
America. The birds nest above the treeline as far north as the Brooks Range of
Alaska.

The Ladeburg feeder first hosted Rosy on Christmas 1977. As a scrawny
ragamuffin, the finch was the first visitor to the Ladeburgs newly installed kit-
chen window feeder. As the days passed the little bird ate its fill of sunflower seeds
and millet.

Early in January Mrs. Ladeburg identified the bird with the help of a bird
book. Later, on the urging of her mother-in-law, Phyllis, she wrate to Gladys Black
of Pleasantville, a well-known Iowa ornithologist. ‘‘That was on a Monday.
Wednesday night about 9:30 the phone rang and you could hear her voice shake,”
said Mrs. Ladeburg of Mrs. Black, “she said ‘Do you realize you have a rare find?'
So I got excited.”

On March 10, 1978, two members of the Iowa Ornithologists’ Union, Joe
Schaufenbuel of St. Lucus and Russell Hays of Waterloo, confirmed the sighting,
During the next week, visitors began arrivng to observe the celebrity at her hourly
feeding. Tolerant of cameras aimed at her and large groups of people, the bird
became part of the family.

“Particularly on weekends at breakfast or dinner she will come over to the edge
of the tray and look in as if to say ‘what are you having'”’, said Mrs. Ladeburg.

While observing the bird the past days the finch's personality became clearer,
While tame to the presence of people, the finch seemed to be a solitary eater
preferring to visit the feeder while most other birds have vacated the area. It was
very punctual visiting her feeder very hour, give or take a few minutes through the
morning, then again between 3 and 4 p.m. prior to roosting.

Rosy’s absence March 20 raised the possibility of the bird beginning an at-
tempt to return to its normal habitat,

"I hope that it comes back next winter with a mate,” said Mrs. Ladeburg. -
RICHARD WILKINSON, Oelwein Daily News, Oelwein.
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Finch from high Rockies
at Iowa feeder
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spotted

By OTTO KNAUTH
Register Staff Writer
A bird not seen in Jowa in almost
100 years has been identified at the
feeder of Sharon Ladeburg in
Oelwein. :
It is a gray-
crowned rosy finch,
a bird of the high
Rockies. The last one
reported in Iowa,

e

accord:ng to Woodward Brown’s -

“Annotated List of the Birds of Iowa o
was in 1883. - i
Ladeburg said the strange bu‘d ﬁrst
appeared at her window feeder about
Christmas, but it was not until early
January that she was able to identify
it with the help of a bird guidebook.
“It was very scrawny at first,”
Ladeburg said, “but it eats a lot of
sunflower seeds and millet and now

has filled out and 13 sulrtlng to get -

,some color.” -

She said she thlnks it is a femlle.
It's bigger than a sparrow she said
and very tame.

“I hope it comes back next wmter
with a mate,” she said. :

Gladys Black, a well-known lowa
| ornithologist from Pleasantville, said
the gray-crowned rosy finch ordinari-’
ly is a bird of the highest ranges in the
Rocky Mountains. It breeds above the
timberline all the way north to the
Brooks Range in Alaska, she said.

In the mountains it also is known as

" the snow finch. It feeds on seeds
during the winter and insects during

. the short high alutude summer.
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Gny—crovmed rosy finch
Bird of the htoh Rockws R

~"How such a bird ¢ gm;
feeder in Oelwein is a mystery that
will never be solved. Ladeburg said
she thinks it must have been blown
into Iowa in one of the fierce winter
storms Iowa had last December.

Her yard is particularly suited to
bird-watching, she said. The
Ladebiirgs live in the southwest part
of Oelwein and a ravine runs close to
their back door. It has a slough with
cattails and other plants. In addition,
they have chokecherry, pin oak,
hickory and willow trm on the
half-acre lot.- * ? o

She said the ﬂnch is regullu' in its
feeding, appearing at about hour
intervals in the morning and again
around 3 to 4 p.m. to stoke up for the

night. - __._.....-m:*._'

At the suggestion of ‘her mother-in-
law, Phyllis Ladeburg, also an en-
thusiastic bird watcher, Sharon
Ladeburg wrote Black about the
strange bird. The identification was
confirmed last Sunday' by two
members of the Iowa Ornithological
tUnicm, Joe Schaufenbuel of S§t. !..ucas,

and Russell Haysof Waterloo. Hpdoe® D

£ Yhere’s no qumtion aboat ;f said
" Hays, “it’s gray-crowned fmch
ai?f-ls’s'ht." 4 B 1 msy
He said Sunday was a parhcularly
exciting day for him because he also
saw a rare varied thrush in Cedar
{ Fal]s that day..cza. arﬂﬁ;ﬁ"ﬁ: B

[N £

‘Those two birds put me over the
300 mark on my life list,” Hays said.
He now has identified 301 different
species of hirdn, he said. ﬁ&g" ;
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ONLY DAILY IN 8 NORTHEAST IOWA COUNTIES

OELWEIN. IOWA 50662
AREA CODE 319 283-2144
MEMBER ABC

Dec, 30, 1980

Iowa Crnithologist's Union
T.H. Kent

211 Richards St.

Iowa City, Ia 52240

Desr Mr. Kent:

I'm honored that ycu would want to place my photos
into your records. However, on July 13 of this year fire
distroied the offices and contents of the Oelwein Register
and with them also our photo negatives,

“hile T am unable to furnish you with the
photos I do remember Vrs Ladegard got several prints of
the finch and a small book also published the stecry and
photo using nmy pictures. I do not remember the name of the
putlication,

I'm terrably sorry that I can't be of further
assistznce.

Richard Wilkinson
Fhotographer

LARGEST ABC CIRCULATION OF ANY IOWA DAILY IN CITIES UP TO 15,000 POPULATION
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