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A-P, We have two documentations that give convincing 
descriptions of Gray-crowned Rosy Finch. The photographs are not 
perfect, but do show the gray crown. /thk
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Gray-crowned Rosy Finch 

Wilkinson, R. 1978. "Rosy the Finch' creates stir in birdwatching. 
IBL 48:79-80. 
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‘Rosy, the Finch’ creates stir in birdwatching -- For a tiny gray-capped tuft of 
rusty feathers, Rosy has turned the Rex and Sharon Ladeburg household upside 
down and sent a shiver of excitement thorugh the Iowa ornithological community 
Lo boot. 

Rosy, shortened by Sharon from Gray-crowned Rosy Finch, is the first of the species to be spotted in Iowa during the 20th Century. According to Woodward 
Brown’s book ‘‘Annotated List of the Birds of Iowa,”’ the last sighting occurred in 
1883. 

For the Ladeburgs the past two weeks of mid-February have been something 
to remember. Since the release of information to several members of the lowa Ornithologists’ Union about 30 indiviudals have visited the Ladeburg kitchen to 
watch Rosy eat at a feeder on the north kitchen window. 

The crush, which has filled the Ladeburg’s kitchen on occasion, has disrupted 
Mrs. Ladeburg’s household duties. For the present she has been attempting to 
finish her work early in the morning so she can keep accurate tabs on Rosy’s 
hourly feeding times, part of a requirement for substantiating the find. 

‘‘The neighbors can’t believe that there are that many people interested in 
Rosy,” she laughed, adding that her eight-year-old daughter Shelli Renee keeps 
asking why everyone is so interested in the bird, while four-year-old Susan Raynell 
seems to be taking in in stride. 

On a recent Friday, Saturday and Sunday, the Ladeburgs hosted groups of 
individuals. Saturday morning approximately 10 people crowded into Sharon’s 
kitchen. Included in the group were three members of the Iowa Ornithologists’ 
Union: Pete Petersen of Davenport, editor of Iowa Bird Life, Dr. N. S. Halmi of Iowa City, and Woodward Brown of Des Moines. The group will help validate the 
Sighting. 

As of Monday, March 20, 1978 Rosy had failed to make an appearance to the. 
Ladeburg feeder leading Mrs. Ladeburg to speculate that the finch had begun the 
long trip home. 

Home for the Gray-crowned Rosy Finch is in the western reaches of North 
America. The birds nest above the treeline as far north as the Brooks Range of 
Alaska. 

The Ladeburg feeder first hosted Rosy on Christmas (1977. As a scrawny 
ragamuffin, the finch was the first visitor to the Ladeburgs newly installed kit- chen window feeder. As the days passed the little bird ate its fill of sunflower seeds 
and millet. 

Early in January Mrs. Ladeburg identified the bird with the help of a bird book. Later, on the urging of her mother-in-law, Phyllis, she wrote to Gladys Black of Pleasantville, a well-known Iowa ornithologist. ‘That was on a Monday. Wednesday night about 9:30 the phone rang and you could hear her voice shake,”’ Said Mrs. Ladeburg of Mrs. Black, “‘she said ‘Do you realize you have a rare find?’ So I got excited.” 
On March 10, 1978, two members of the Iowa Ornithologists’ Union, Joe Schaufenbuel of St. Lucus and Russell Hays of Waterloo, confirmed the sighting. During the next week, visitors began arrivng to observe the celebrity at her hourly feeding. Tolerant of cameras aimed at her and large groups of people, the bird became part of the family. | 

‘Particularly on weekends at breakfast or dinner she will come over to the edge of the tray and look in as if to say ‘what are you having’”’, said Mrs. Ladeburg. While observing the bird the past days the finch’s personality became clearer. While tame to the presence of people, the finch seemed to be a Solitary eater preferring to visit the feeder while most other birds have vacated the area. It was very punctual visiting her feeder very hour, give or take a few minutes through the morning, then again between 3 and 4 p.m. prior to roosting. 
Rosy’s absence March 20 raised the possibility of the bird beginning an at- tempt to return to its normal habitat. 
‘I hope that it comes back next winter with a mate,” said Mrs. Ladeburg. -- RICHARD WILKINSON, Oelwein Daily News, Oelwein.
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Finch from high Rockies 
spotted 
By OTTO KNAUTH 
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A bird not seen in Iowa in eet 
100 years has been identified at the 
feeder of Sharon Ladeburg in 

Oelwein. i 
i is a gray- 

crowned rosy finch, 
a bird of the high 

Fits 200° _ Rockies. The last one 
_ reported in Iowa, 

according to Woodward Brown’s © 
“Annotated List of the Birds of _— r 

was in 1883.. ~ : 3 
_  Ladeburg said the strange bird first 7 
_ appeared at her window feeder about 
Christmas, but it was not until early . _- 
January that she was able to identify | 

¢ | or Bd oro Lae it with the help of a bird guidebook. 
“It was very scrawny at first,” 

Ladeburg said, “but it eats a lot of 
sunflower seeds and millet and now 
has filled out and is oe to get 
,some color.” : 

She said she thinks it is a waneie 
It’s bigger than a apeeen, she said 
and very tame. 

“IT hope it comes back next winter 
with a mate,” she said. a 
Gladys Black, a well-known lowa 

' ornithologist from Pleasantville, said 
_ the gray-crowned rosy finch ordinari-’ 

ly is a bird of the highest ranges in the | 
Rocky Mountains. It breeds above the 
timberline all the way north to the 
Brooks Range in Alaska, she said. 

In the mountains it also is known as 
the snow finch. It feeds on seeds 
_ during the winter and insects during 7 
_ the short high-altitude summer. 

eee oe ee) Te bee 2 mt ee eet 

} Falls that day.. 

at lowa f feeder — 

Qatenaeine rea tack: : 
Bird of | the high Rockied 

How such a bird got to pecs 

will never be solved. Ladeburg said 
she thinks it must have been blown 

into Iowa in one of the fierce winter 
storms Iowa had last December. 

_ Her yard is particularly suited to 
bird-watching, she said. The 
Ladeburgs live in the southwest part 
of Oelwein and a ravine runs close to 
their back door. It has a slough with | 
cattails and other plants. In addition, 
they have chokecherry, pin oak, 
hickory and — — on the 
half-acre lot.:° — e. 

She said the finch is vunier in its 
feeding, appearing at about hour 
intervals in the morning and again 
around 3 to 4 p.m. to stoke up for the 

TON boas TRC: 

At the ait of her mother-in- 
law, Phyllis Ladeburg, also an en- 
thusiastic bird watcher, Sharon 
Ladeburg wrote Black about the 
strange bird. The identification was 
confirmed last Sunday’ by two 
members of the Iowa Ornithological 
Union, Joe Schaufenbuel of St. Lucas, 
— Russell ~ of ee se 4 

e: “ehere’s no " question about t if, ‘sai 
_ Hays, “it’s by Sa L rosy, fine, 
“ail right” * _ mike Sa 

He said Suuien was a ‘particularly 
exciting day for him because he also 
saw a rare varied thrush in Cedar 

Ue. te 

: “Those two birds pe! me. over the 
300 mark on my life list,” Hays said. 
He now has identified 301. different 
species of birds, he said" ES eS g 
oS GRO yrs one oe? + pd ee 
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Che Ovluein Batly Register 
ONLY DAILY IN 9 NORTHEAST IOWA COUNTIES 

OELWEIN, IOWA 50662 

AREA CODE 319 283-2144 

MEMBER ABC 

Dec. 30, i960 . 

Iowa Crnithologist's Union 

T.H. “ent 

211 Richards St. 

lowa City, Ia S22k0 

Deer Mr. Kent: 

I'm honored that ycu would want to place my vhotos 

into your records. However, on July 13 of this year fire 

distroied the offices and contents of the Oelwein Register 

and with them also our photo negatives. 

“hile I am unable to furnish you with the 

photos I do remember Mrs Ladegard got several prints of 

the finch anc a small book also published the story and 

photo using my picture, I do not remember the name cf the 

publication. 

I'm terrably sorry that I can't be of further 

assistence. 

Richard Wilkinson 

Photographer 

LARGEST ABC CIRCULATION OF ANY IOWA DAILY IN CITIES UP TO 15,000 POPULATION



Bird: lece TY ng ioe 4 frandnT ey 43- 6D 

of an ExtraQOinary Si/grt Record 

L\ Saeces Coay - Crowned Reosy = Fw inch 

2. Mum ber [ff 
& 

Cee * weed jon __ Oelwein, , Ye vA ete 
ial acai 

ee 

WY, Date March (2: (978. . “Mel 19%, Sw, 

5 Time bird seen 422 29 - (20 ¥O_ 

‘ Riser than re ees ae wel 

| pattern / and feet coloration , Ln |. 

addition , to tae adAlagqacstic characteris Fics | 
het » Size — Qheut GSE fo 6 inches 

Shaped Like @ Hease Sparrow. 
Has Brown body with Pink en the 
Wings and som @ on. the Stroreclh - b- | 

Lower and upper breast paris, -—feetoa- 

Has dis tatnt Blact pater of fore head ' 

1 pee gray bordering the &Blect Frem the 

i fop ct the eye to pack of fre neck, 
| Feet - Black Beak ~ Black r frobaly Female 
a Pescripticn of Voice 1€ heard ~ Not heard 

2. Description o€ pesavier = dets Ike 

) House. SPA lous , “Tor Pretty Tea Ne 

7. Habitat~ general? specitic — & Feeds oO” 

| &eR wo feeder, Come te qa Rocty Ravine 
; ke spot Ay : Aouse , } 

4105 Similarly gppeariag ipteies which are 

| el;minated by question 6, ee & ae Expiarn§ 

: This bird dee nt Aave - gay black 

Casi. | ee 4 eed had - ae ne 

| on heed Jo dis Puing ars h .dF From TA 

i Brown Capped  Kosy Fiach , i 
“ 

' . 

| ig 



93-6) 

ve Hh , bts-tance, old QW me ae 4G tn , Mbent.f: Feet 

i 
D> cement 

4 

. Se ‘ é 

“a3 

ik pie ng. Ove reatt, 
i f- 

-- oy 

. 

ee gE 

teres tical _eguépmeat — Byte Bia ecélers 

ts 
ee Gu ~ + Sw EP + | ee . 

i/T_PEVi ey s__ experience: wtth pheg species 
' ‘ , 

ae similar species: fave seen Bre 1 1 

| Capped Ros “Z Eran ch sn Kéeck Moan ta sn 

Matronal Parie Colorade in Tunes 

i Water Ivo 

a2 Other observers: Russel Hayes ot 
/ Frank Moore ot€ Water/so 

f 

: Kober + ) My ers ot Waterloo ; gad Tbe 

 Schauten buel of SH, Lucas 
—— a © 

| yes 
se. 

: 

/b. Did othors Tgjlee wt rA- yeat 

ae 1- B Books , ilar trates , and advice 

and how aid these pn€luene s the 

Birds ot nr" Americg and Regen 

Petersons — Guide Fo western birds, 

iden ti €srcation”, 

cosylfe d, 

Ae€stiption, 

Tory 

#2: o grher ebservers wht sa de peo deat ly 

jdenty tied Fis biidal — ~S had fen bue/- 

oe 

, 

{ 
‘ 

Ae a e preyed od naee tay +hig. 

| Vou Li tcot wrote the Herers phsées .. 

| Signature Tom O. Stone 

| Address — /O32 W/oodmayer Drive, 

i > 
a \ eon eee 

ise 2 
lO\Aoutys 

tf 
¢ 

i Lowa 
| Date = March Sons F /978 

whem. 0 Ace tt Bp Ne cn -_ ae Hep — 

e
a
s
 
o
a
r
 
ae

 
A
R
N
E
 
E
 

Oo geen 



AN EXTRAORDINARY SIGHT RECORD 

l. Species Iya -croarned. Kreg Finck frently © 2. Number | 

2, Location ‘40! ie ct. s. W., Orbirein, | OtA | Fay ef Co 

4. Date: Ma vel, 13 ___ 5. Time Bird Seen: 10:2¢ AM to 

6. Description of size, shape and color- pattern (describe in great detail all parts of the plumage, and beak and feet coloration, in addition, to the diagnostic chara C- teristics, but Stage yy: ly what actually was seen in the field): fue rrewte Sf cnc CA ae Ce tuches Te te poences Fe abs a Te We tage, ay. ¥ sit 
| = ea petrbsr Vials , CHS aed f 

ets alta yay cd 
Q 

7. Description of voice, if heard: @eey drach 

8. Description of behavior: ry aa Ail, ou anrhow peskes auc fk 

9. Habitat - general: Steal et hear halhew yreky VR Ue 

specific: anudous ees predic 

10. “ayy € ing specie ri | elimi ee y Pipe 6. / jan. 8. Explai : 

Fin f 
ii. icrseinge oe cat I2. Optical equipment: 

eff. dy Aone. 
13. Light (sky, 1i qt on bird, position of er in Wg Reeve Med, cbr and te Bis 

14. Pr eos eerienge w 4 his species and nan tack. B Species: a. Nn 

fies Foal pilgs Pol, Mt Nad Pa Coy 76 ow [> 
15. Other observers: Bp, Ty (Cem aust fhires, Fave, FeYe tile 
a ak £ Bude bislet Cray Rapids - Marion. 

16. Did the others agree with your identification? wes 
17. Other opservers who indepen ntly identified this bird: Py pas Shea buch, Kast Hays asd Td Oud) Fu SI'S: Oderwrky ‘ha td Mercury 
18. Books, illustrations and adyice consulted, and how did these adh the this description: ey WAT as rangle aia, red keclaid Auisles 

— , Si Oelarein 
19. How long after observing this pen did you first write this ———— Ks Ans s 

Signature: F Address: Re C 

Date: 3/21/28 City, State: [Stra Cry, (he S22 ¥6 


