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Lesser Black-backed Gull Record Number: 88-41 

4 Dec 1988 Classification: A-D 
Saylorville Res., Polk Co., IA 
*S. Dinsmore 
see 88-29; IBL 59:52, 77 

DOCUMENTATION 

Steve Dinsmore 
REFERENCES 

Field Reports: IBL 59:52 
Records Committee: IBL 59:77 

VOTE: 6 A-D, 1 abstain 
A-D. Back color eliminates the closest possibility California 

Gull. 
A-D. Would consider same as Nov. bird. 
A-D. Good documentation, all field marks needed to adequately 

describe this species are present. 
A-D. Plausible. I am a little concerned about elimination of 

California Gull, but observer is experience with gulls (although 
perhaps not California). Mantle color should be sufficiently 
different to separate in most cases. Lesser BB prob. more likely 
than California in central/eastern IA. 
SENT TO: Steve Dinsmore.
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Oi Neree who Saw Dbirdanone 

Descriotioan of bird:it wae looking over several thousand gulis on a 

large mud tar north of Jester Park when I noticed a dark-mantled gull 

sLbthing with Some Simog-bidiied tulle. The Gird was moaticeably larger 

Ehan the BMingebililed taulils it was with. However, the bird was smaller 

and Siimmer than mearbhy Herring Gulls. The mantle was slate gray, 

moticeably darker than the mantle of nearby Ring-billed — Herr img 

Mubi Ss. The wingtips were bilack anc dcarker than the mantle Tin 

underoarthe, head, and tail were white, @xcept far some dark Ce own 

streaking an the crown and mane. The bill was yellow and was longer 

and thicker than the bill of 4& Ring-billed Guill. The legs were bright 
Yellow, similar to the leq color of the Ring-billed Guils. From these 

FLieic marks, IL identified the bird as 4@ winter adult Lesser 

Slack-backec bull, possibly the game bird that was nere in November. 
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oimilar species and naw eliminated: The sizetlarger than Ring-billed 
ud dy cnt chaalle nate fs. fill) @liminates all bulls @xcept Herring, 

Cali¢ FOLa, €@ncd Lesser Slackr-macked agulis. Dark mantle colar 

ine Heergre Guild. ne dark gray mantle wad boo cark tor & 
1 
she » and be legs were aA brignter yveliogw tram the dull 

Yellow leq color at & Caliroarnia. 
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and equipment: Viewing pices giles, were excellent 
wiki tne GeY mos ‘ cloudy. kekimatecd viewing distance was 300 yards. Ley 

Lo used & Buschnel l “20~45x SspaqathkinGd scape. 
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Rererences comsuilted:NGS Field Guide to the Birds of North America 

Mow Long before field notes were madevYcuring S1ahting 

Mow Long oerore this torm was completed ’S hours


