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Golden-crowned Sparrow . Record Number: 81-FB
3 May 1977 Classification: A-D

Jamaica, Guthrie Co., IA

*Gene Burns
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DOCUMENTATION

Gene Burns
REFERENCE

Burns, G. 1977. Golden-crowned Sparrow (first Iowa sighting).
IBL 47:63.
VOTE (1981): 4-II, 3-III

I1I, adequate description.

III, Can we get photos? Possibly II, based on # of obs.

III, sight record -- many experienced observers. Description
in form of documentation.

II, Documented well; seen by many observers.
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Burns, G. 1977. Golden-crowned Sparrow(first Iowa sighting).

Iowa Bird Life 47:63

Golden-crowned Sparrow (Flrst lowa Sighting) ~ Gene and Marilyn Burns of
Jamaica, lowa (Guthrie County) had a Golden-crowned Sparrow visiling their
yard from May 3 to May 7, 1977. It stayed in the vicinity for 5 days with the last
observation being made late Saturday evening, May 7. [t visited the yard area
several limes each day and would feed on the ground where wild bird seed had
been spread for other birds. [t was a very beautiful, but also a very nervous bird as
it would Lake flight at the same lime the House Sparrows. On several occasion
Harris’, White<crowned and White-throated Sparrows would be feeding with the
Golden-crowned Sparrow. This gavean excellent opportunity Lo observe all four of
these crowned sparrows at the same time. I believe it was keeping company with
the White<crowned Sparrows as it was most generally with them. There were bad
storms in Colorado and Wyoming 2 days before the arrival of this bird, so perhaps
this may have had something to do with it being in lowa, as they have been sighted
in Colorado on rare occasions in the past. The Golden<rowned Sparrow winters
along the wesl coast and breeds in western Alaska.

Peter Pelersen of Davenport was contacted about this sparrow. He suggested
that Dr. James Dinsmore of Ames be contacted (o see if it should be collected as a
specimen. Dr. Dinsmore felt it would be best Lo try and mist net it, then band and
photograph it if possible. Dean Mosman, one of lowa's banders, was called in lo
allempl this feat. Nets were pul up for several hours Saturday, May 7, but the bird
did not cooperate, It came near the net on a few occasions, but would not allow
itself lo be netled. Pictures were taken with a small camera, but they will not show
the details of this bird.

[.0.U. members who came o observe this bird were Woody Brown, Dick
Mooney, Gene Armstrong, Ruth Buckles, and Margarel Brooke all of Des Moines,
Dean and Diane Mosman of Ankeny and Barney Cook of Ames. They all were
fortunate enough Lo see it shortly afier they arrived. Mark Roew and Mark Allen of
Des Moines came on Sunday, May 8, but they did not get to see it as the bird had
apparently left the vicinity. Documentation of this sighting was made and for-
warded toDr. N. S. Halmi of lowa City. - GENE BURNS, Jamaica,
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iTe May 3rd, 1977. R T

~tiDe to try and collect it as a specimedY"“TFhen I called Dean Voa

§(-FB

4 Middlovuntaine Proivie Hogior
o it (lowa, Missouy tlimeis, Trndicwn, VPentueliz, Olte)
-
SIREE: WERITYARG WOCUHENTALON OF 1N TWURADNDILALY SIGHMT RESORD,
ifae=igsz Golden—crowned Svarrow 2. Numbew- l
P ILES ! = S . i
‘snzzior vamaica, lowa (Guthrie County), in my back yard. i : -
Ve . 4 .
i ) May 3, 1977 (Tuesday) B s meon oo oo S5 . 520pm
Catas 4o crin@& LITE SCelll -0
: z . P PR - e 3 Sl T AT A eme § 1 S Sy B s
. Description of zize, sucpe and Jolosr-patiews. (destrirs 14 wrear desail all P2ris ©f tne
plunaye. ond besk and Uset ecoloraztion, in cfditicm, o tne diztnostic sharecteristius,
but include only whatr wotuzily was seen in the freldl;

Slightly bigger than a White-~throated Sparrow, grayish clear breast, dark rich gray throat -
area, large wide black stripe on each side of head running back through the eye to kack of
head, yellowish wide stripe through crown of head turning to buffy near end of this stripe,
daridsh bill, 2 wing-bars, longishk tail (by this I mean longer than a House Sparrow's),
unable to see feet account hopping around in the grass, back and wings brownish BParrow
like color, with the tail being darker than this back and wing area. The prominent and very
striking and outstanding thing abomt this bird was his vellowish to golden wide stripe
through the crown of his head, and the wide black stripes on each side of his Lead and the
richigray color of the .th.roat arez and esides of his throat and lower head,

i !

Dzscliptien of veice, 1 hesrd: got heard. ) l

Descripeicn of Sehavicr: Ee was feeding in our back yard, near our ground feeders which
contained sunflower, bread crumbe, wheat, wild bird seed, corn hearts and cracked corm.
datlzzz - cgemerali: Our back yard, which is kept closely mowed, surrounded by many

- specirficdifferent kinds of trees and bushes. I keep 4 ground waterers filled at .
all times -and had arden hose i .
&'ra\md.._.faed.ena...bu?nﬁtmtmlx-:ﬁ:ggeiﬁ? intfemﬁt{mmn' wn!eedfngclos ° e

My first eight told me it was sonething different than a Woite-tkroated, ¥hite-crowned or
Harris Sparrow. I immediately called for oy wife to come quickly and observe kim with me.

¥e sit by the hour at our large window where I have my desk and bird books and binoculars,
scope, recorders and camera. We hzd an excellent view of him at close range in good light,
Diftance (how mzasuved)Trom our window to the center of  12. Opticel scuipmenc:

our feeding station(which is where he was) is about 30 feet., J&80D SHo8 binoculars.

Light (skv, ligut on tird, pesition of sua in relation to bi a&@o?ﬂﬂ??pﬂ' ; '

The sky was slightly overcast and the sun was partially hidden behind this overcast. It has

G Pbc%?.%o{aasinei:%%?‘ﬁ '.FP..'G:df?.'iF.f;%e\fgst%nﬁh%ihilarly appearing species:None.
». Otuer observers: Marilyn Burns, ny wife,

. Dié the others agree witn your identification? Yes, she definitely did.

Other cuservers wic independently identifi:d this bird: Nonme,

. Dogks, illustracions and advice censulted, sné how did these influence this descripticn:

Peterson's Field Guide to Western Birds, & Birds of North America by Hobbins, Bertel, Brumn
and Zim. These books did not influence my identification, they confirmed it beyord doudt,

.

P.0.Box 32 - 23

- . : : A 2 4
C:><‘© . Jamalca, Iowa 50128 émyf)v/
We sgain saw this dird Ve-d.hud.n.j, May 4, 1977 frem l&japh to"J-U-Ol:n and again at ?05\'1',{;—06;,,.
I called Pete Peterson about it. He asked ze to call Jim Dinsmore ¢

to see if he woull heve

man £ 4 o 2. _isme
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The bird was seen zgain 3 times on Thursday evening May 5th so I
called for Vioody Brown and Dick Mooney of Des Moines that it was still
nere and that our house would be cpen to them if they would like to
come up the next afternoon and try and see it. “Théy brought Margaret
BY#4X17 Brook, Ruth Fuckles & Gene Armstrong along with them. They
all were fortunate enough to get to observe it. Then on Saturday
Barney Cook of Ames came and got to observe it. ‘Dean Mosman and his
wife Diane came also Saturday afternoon and they got to see it. Dean
set up his mist nets hopinz to net it and band and photograph it. The
bird was observed 3 or L4 times but he would not come near the nets.
This may have been because our neizhbors to the north has just moved
in and were in and out of the house and back yard quite frequently
all afternoon. Ff¢/BLir¥#/¥i# “Nore people came from Des Moines on
Sunday to 'see it. We were gone 21l day and left our house open for
them. They were here about 2% hours and did not see it. We have not.
seen it today, so perhaps it has moved on, If there are- any moreé
sightings between now and this week-end, I will let you kncw at -
Farshalltown.: g '
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