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REFERENCES 

Field Reports: IBL 51:63, 70 

Records Committee: IBL 52:43, 64:70 

VOTE: 3 Ill, 21IV, 2 V 

V, Date and habitat unlikely. 

Ill, Details minimal but | can’t figure out what else it could be. 

IV, Didn’t give very complete description, items 9 & 10 blank, not written up for ten days. 

IV, Documentation not sufficiently complete. 

lll, Description written some time after sighting, but critical characteristics noted. This 

species is a very late spring migrant (May 20-30) and overlooked by most of us. 

REVOTE (1993): 7 A-D 

A-D, The date is acceptable as one could expect. 

A-D, Description less than detailed. Date is good for this species. | am confused about "white 

lines on nape." The prominent white lines on a Sharp-tailed are on the back. Could this be the 

result of waiting 10 days to write documentation? 

A-D, Date is excellent, habitat probably OK for this expected species. 

A-D, Species to be expected. Skimpy description highlights diagnostic field marks without 

sounding like a verbatim description from a field guide. Sufficient for 10 days delay in writing.



13 September 1993 

To: IOU Records Committee 
From: Tom Kent 

Re: Request for reconsideration of record 

Record: 81-09 Sharp-tailed Sparrow 
Reason for request: Misconception by at least one reviewer. 
Comment: The date is perfect for this species and apparently there is a marsh at this 
locality. I think the vote represents some hesitation about a young inexperienced 
observer with details written after ten days. I think the description is adequate and 
would be inclined in retrospect to accept the record. Like the Prairie Warbler at Yellow 
River Forest (81-DV), this record fits an expected pattern for an expected species.
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28 October 1981 

Gordon Brown 
922 Yuma Ave. 
Ames Ia 50010 

Dear Gordon, 

The Records Committee of the IOU reviewed your documentation of 
a Sharp-tailed Sparrow at Ledges Park on 23 May 1981. The opinions 
regarding the identification were variable. Attached are the comments. 

RC 1981 3-III, 2-IV, 2-V 
"Vy, date and habitat unlikely" . ) 
ITIL, details minimal but I can't figure oat what. ers it could be." 
"IV, didn't give a very complete description, items 9 & 10 blank, 
not written up for ten days." — 
"IV, documentation not sufficiently complete." 
"ITT, description written sometime after Sighting, but critical 
characters noted. This species is a very late spring migrant (May 20-30) 
and overlooked by most of us." 

III means sight record beyond doubt, IV means probable but some doubt, 
and V means not enough information to judge. Obviously the committee 
cannot determine whether or not the bird occurred, but only judge the — 
evidence presented. 

Keep up the good work. I hope you will nr we to send in field reports, 
especially when they involve such Te — as this. 

for the Records Committee, 

Tre a 
T. H. Kent, secretary 
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BIRDS: VERIFYING DOCUMENTATION OF AN EXTRAORDINARY SIGHT RECORD. = -¥/-04_ 

species 23 Ranp Aaided Pe 2. Number: QP7VLZ 

Location AA pret Bist a ak poet, Sahe 

rate: 6/23/91 5. Time Bird scen: to 

Descript .on of size, shape and color-pattern (describe in great detail all parts of the 

plumage, and beak and feet coloration, in addition, to the ngs Tr pasa onend 

but include — what actually was rey) in the field): beqees 

RANMA OE coal Foes ao wh ede 

Description of voice, if heard: Warn 

Description of behavior: Sok om * igpob and oneaer oer 8 

llabitat - general: 
specific: 

Similarly; appearing specics wed are eliminated by questions 
6, 7 & 8, Explain: 

Li Wight (sky, light on bird, position of sun in relation to bird and
 you): 

ponte pay egy Sr 

Previous experience with this species and €imilarly appearing species: 

Other cbservers: Varrye Bruun 

Did the others agree with your identification? yyro 

Other cbservers who independently identified this bird
: 7Agmer i e 

Books, illustrations and advice consulted, and how did these influence this description: 

How long after observing this bird did you first wri
te this description? j/0 Say $ 

2 enden B ree | Address:_A dD A puree AVE. 
_— 

ze:_ Sane 5, /78/ city, state: Anmsd ) UPrwo 

(over)


