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VOTE: 7-A-D 

A-D, Document very accurately describes Townsend’s Warbler. 
Good details. 

A-D, Excellent, detailed documentation. 
A-D, Bill, this was an excellent description and analysis. 

Thank you for documenting an extraordinary Iowa sighting. 
A-D, This bird was seen for 15 minutes at close range with the 

characteristic’s of Townsend’s Warbler freshly in mind. The 
yellow under eye crescent is particularly diagnostic, along with 
1) black crown and nape. 2) black throat with straight line 
demarcation at breast. 3) black auricular. 4) yellow breast. 5) 
black streaked flanks. 6) two bold white wing bars. The above 
characteristics are diagnostic enough to overlook the fact that 
the observer wasn’t able to see the back good enough to see the 
black streaks. 

A-D, Bird well seen and described. The observer’s full 
description of his thought process and sequence of events is very 
helpful and convincing. The previous two records for Iowa are 
much less detailed and less convincing than this one. I don’t 
know the observer, but I’m impressed by his documentation. 

A-D, Excellent description of Townsend’s Warbler. I see 
nothing in this documentation that would make this bird anything 
other than a Townsend’s Warbler. 

A-D, Excellent documentation with lots of good identifying 
details. This is probably the 3rd state record of a Townsend’s 
Warbler. One was seen May 7, 1950, in Davenport. The second one 
was seen on May 12, 1999, at Wildcat Den S.P. in S.E. Iowa. 
Thanks for contributing to Iowa’s birding records!
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What species? cial 's_ WJavblev How many? | 4-24 

Location? Rummy Hill Tail behind Loess Lodge in Stone State favk Sioux City Towa 
7 y - . j { 

Type of habitat? _aooded _vauines 

When? date(s):___ lau |! 199 time: O8:YS to 07:00 ChT 
7 / 

Who?your name and address: Ai l| Caicthviglt YU AOY Madison Ave., Lincoln Me 68504 

N (40a) 464-9259 
others with you: None 

others before or after you: ° 

Describe the bird(s) including only what you observed. Include size, shape, details 
of all parts (bill, eye, head, neck, back, wing, tail, throat, breast, belly, under 
tail, legs, feet). Also mention voice and behavior. : 

| | Vewy gokNe. aero seaveliing Soy rinse dte iw middle-a Ae Trees, 

— two Ov thvee mes . = black Lata ; Lidek Cvown ee nei —- 

Sace patch Cinchadin oye ) and +hvoat we ahi ‘ Black pds of rly 

in stvaiplet Ime cacvoss U iol Lveast oe —- ide’ at +hat ojut ae 

suggesting stovt ot a collav, but tack did oe ew hei ie 3 pd ee of weck) | Black 

stvealm enhcineiad 5 pate flanks, 

Below Llack vet was byght yellow Lddag Bell acid fore Bae Ress peweithe 

mohite | bviglct ellow leme aleve eye oa below ned bLehmd black Lace. patch 

4. |. completely MERE TE wi Lvalt ello. Smal yellow evenent belous 
So pa 

eye is] completel y b Aealed by phe black ened yateh . owe 

T10 bold white wie Seer, Fe, constdevalle white iu Fail only seen, when 

im spread tail while Sittin cv onKne loca} tex: te another. Costh ct tell exact, hte 

ee white wes, but didwt seem te be just af end ov sider Sail, bidwt pet sony /ooks 
. c y “is vay i be 16 vt f L 

at uf evpav its , but back aa
d Tes S med pla A vi isn. weve, Mppev pa 0 ack 

(ook guite gveeatsh a Sew +i mes C onsy lat 
have been cum be ¥ with abveptl- bod ing beci & —o 

Simiiar species and how ei iminacec: 

Black throwked Gveen Wavbley does} have black Sac
e dint cVvoOwn | ov ellow LveastT, 

Blaclbummian Warblev doesnt have black Pivot and chin OV soled black CVOWNM ¥y i$ move Ovange ov 

Ovauge- ello vathev tran bvixplht lemon elo w, 

Did any one disagree or have reservations about identification? ~~. 

If yes, explain: 

Viewing conditions: give lighting, distance (how measured), and optical equipment: 

Heauil ouevcast | Lut sun ty “7 to bveak Hhvouzh clouds behind WM & Cvev oor [myld 

T was albosutr AO yards trom wavbley estimate — didut measuve ) | Hae Switt Aw a bin 8.5 x44 

btfnoculavs , , ° , ae 

Previous experience with species and similar ones: jyone with this species: Samiliay with 
Most eastewn’ wavblevs , 

References and persons consulted before writing description: 

How long before field notes made? immediately this form completed? _/0 days 
Cwhile view , . 

MAIL TO: T. H. Kent, Field Reports Editor, 211 Richards Street, Iowa City IA 52240 
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May 21, 1991 

Misc. Notes on Townsend's Warbler 

When I first saw the warbler -- and realized I 
didn't know what it was -- I briefly checked my field 
guide to confirm that it wasn't some forgotten plumage of 
the Black-throated Green Warbler. I noticed, in passing, 
that it looked quite like the Townsend's Warbler (which 
is on the same page as the Black-throated Green in my 
National Geographic guide) but I deliberately did not 
look closely at any other descriptions. At that point, 
all I wanted to know was that it was something different 
(to tell the truth, I suspected it would turn out to be 
some kind of hybrid). 

I put the field guide away and studied the bird for 
a good five minutes or so. It sang several times, but I'm 
not very good at describing -- or even remembering -- 
songs. It was high-pitched, thin, and very "warbler- 
like," somewhat gritty or burry at first, then clearing 
and rising slightly. It wasn't a very distinctive, loud, 
or noticeable song. [I listened to a tape of a Townsend's 
Warbler song when I returned to Lincoln the next day. As 
far as I could tell, this was very similar, though not 
exactly the same. ] 

After I'd seen and noted everything I could think of 
(the bird was very cooperative and gave me excellent 
looks), I took out my notebook and made quick, rough 
notes of what I was seeing. I looked at the warbler a 
couple of times while I was doing this. Then I took out 
my field guide and identified the bird as a Townsend's 
Warbler. It was really very easy to identify. When I put 
my field guide away, the bird was gone and I wasn't able 
to spot it again. 

This bird was almost exactly a duplicate of the male 
Townsend's Warbler pictured in the National Geographic 
guide (mine is the first edition). Two minor differences: 
First, the crown and nape appeared to be blacker than 
shown, with a very strong contrast between the nape and 
the back. Secondly, I didn't see any streaking on the 
back of this bird. I didn't get as good of looks at the 
upperparts (only rather quick looks as it was flitting 
around), but what I did see looked plain grayish or 
greenish-gray.



I knew that the Loess Hills Audubon Society was 
having a Birdathon this day (Saturday, May 11) and so I 
drove around the park looking for someone to tell of this 
sighting. I couldn't find anyone, but I did find a parked 
car with Iowa license plates that read "BIRDS." I left a 
message under the driver's windshield wiper, and included 
two South Sioux City phone numbers where I could be 
reached that weekend (as well as information about where, 
when, and what I had seen). I was never called or 
otherwise contacted by these people, and I don't know who 
they were or if they got the message. 

Also, I tried calling Bill Huser of South Sioux City 
all that day and on Sunday morning, without success. I 
knew he was birding all day Saturday (for the Birdathon), 
but I had hoped to leave him a message. As far as I know, 
no one else saw this warbler and I don't even know if 
anyone went looking for it. Also, since I was just 
visiting South Sioux City that weekend, I didn't have the 
number of the Iowa Rare Bird Alert with me, either. 

I'd appreciate hearing of your final opinions of 
this sighting and how often Townsend's Warblers have been 
seen in Iowa. 

Thank you, 

"EI 

William C. Garthright 
4204 Madison Ave. 
Lincoln, NE 68504 
(402) 464-9259 
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