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Lesser Black-backed Gull Record Number: 89-48 
5 Oct 1989 | Classification: A-D 

Red Rock Res., Marion Co., IA 
Johnson, Sinclair, Cummins, J. Fuller 
to 27 Octs I8L 60:11, 15, $1285 

DOCUMENTATIONS 

Ann Johnson, 5, 23 Oct 
David Youngblut, 7, 8 Oct 
Ray Cummins, 15 Oct 
Jim Fuller, 27 Oct 

REFERENCES 

Field Reports: IBL 60:11, 15 
Records Committee: IBL 61:85 

VOTE: 1 A-P, 5 A-D, 1 abstain 
A-P: Acceptable - seen by several people. 
A-D: This was a very interesting record and it gave me a lot 

of trouble. To help me analyze it, I made up a sort of chart to 
summarize the basic key points as described by Johnson, Fuller, 
and Cummins. The description by Sinclair was very brief and I 
didn’t consider it heavily. The descriptions below are not 
verbatim quotes from each documenter, they are a quick summary: 
Bill: described by all three as being black; Johnson said it was 
heavy (perhaps compared to Ring-bills) and the other two said it 
was smaller than Herrings. Legs: Described as pale flesh; light 
gray and shorter than Herrings; and grayish pink, less pink than 
Herrings. Size: described as smaller, slimmer than Herrings; 
between Herring and Ring-bill size; and smaller, shorter than 
Herring with smaller, rounder head. Head: Here there was some 
differences in perception--Johnson said the head, neck and breast 
were white with brown streaks. She also mentioned a smudge around 
the eye. Cummins said the breast and head were basically uniform 
gray but that the head was lighter around the forehead and chin. 
Fuller didn’t specifically describe the head. 
Mantle: variously described as scaly (dark brown with edges), 
checkered, with darker primaries while sitting; black brown 
scales with thick white edges; and contrasty with white feather 
edging. This is pretty consistent. Tail: described as having a 
terminal tail band with white rump showing some light bars; one 
inch black band and striped below; and wide terminal dark band 
with a blotchy rump with dark on light. Wings: Described by one 
in flight as all dark primaries and secondaries contrasting with 
scaly mantle; by another as upperwing showed black on primaries, 
primary coverts, and alula; by the third as all dark primaries 
upper and secondaries and greater coverts were dark. This little 
summary showed me that the three main documenters were very 
consistent in their observations except for the description of 
the head and neck by Johnson and Cummins. The all dark bill, 
scaly or distinctly edged back feathers, all dark primaries, and 
distinct dark tail band all combine to convincingly describe a 
juvenile (perhaps going into first winter) Lesser Black-backed 
Gull. Most of my information came from Grant’s Gulls, 2nd 
edition. Page 90-91 of this book gives a point by point
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comparison of juvenile Lesser Black-backed, Herring, and Great 
Black-backed Gulls. The present bird fits very well on every key 
point. The fun came when I then looked at the photograph from 
Doug Rose, taken at the same location but more than two weeks 
after the last written docuemtation. It is a bird similar to the 
one described except it clearly shows a bird with some gray 
feathers in the mantle and what appears to be an all light bill! 
If this is also a Lesser Black-backed Gull it is certainly a 
different individual because it would have to be at least a 
second-winter bird because of the gray in the mantle and the 
light bill. I would suggest that this photo should probably be 
recirculated as a separate record. 

A-D: Convincing descriptions. Excellent analysis by Johnson. 
Abstain: From the description I don’t think Sinclair was 

looking at the same bird Johnson, Fuller, and Cummins documented. 
The pictures by D. Rose are also not that of the Lesser 
Black-backed Gull. I see only Herrings and Ring-billeds. 

A-D: Combination of slightly smaller size and stature, 
darkness throughout primaries, dark secondaries, dark secondary 
covert bar, all black bill, lighter rump/upper tail and dark 
ear/eye patch seems to rule out everything else. Photos not 
diagnostic. 

A-D: Most of the documentations were excellent with great 
amount of details. Doug Rose’s flight photo was good to see. 

A-D: Key features were noted, although not well seen in 
photos. Photos do indicate very contrasty white rump vs. tail 
band however. Only bothersome feature in photos is prominent 
window on inner primaries, suggestive of Herring Gull, but Lesser 
Black-backed has this but less obviously; light may have 
exaggerated lightness of window. Key written description was 
double dark band (secondaries + coverts) at inner trailing edges 
of wings. Bray, Padelford, and I looked for this bird for several 
hours and did not find it. However descriptions and photos are 
convincing to me.



DOCUMENTATION FORM - 
Extraordinary Bird Sightings in Iowa 87 49 

Species: Lesser Black-backed Gull- First Winter 

Location: Below Red Rock Dam, near Pella, Marion ee 

Habitat: River with numerous sand and gravel bars 

Date(s): 10/5/89; 10/23/89 Time: 3:10 pm to_4:00 pm 

4:15 pm to 4:40 pm 

Name and Address: Ann Johnson, 532 120th Ave., Norwalk, Iowa 50211 

Other observers: none on 10/5; Marlys Huff on 10/23 

Describe the bird(s) including only what you observed. Include size, shape, details 
of all parts (bill, eye, head, neck, back, wing, tail, throat, breast, belly, 
under-tail, legs, feet). Also mention behavior and voice. 

While scoping a number of ring-billed gulls sitting on a gravel bar below the dam, I 
noticed a couple of larger brownish gulls which I assumed to be herrings. On closer 
inspection, one proved to be a second-winter herring gull. That bird had flown to 
another sandbar, but the other remained for quite some time with the ring-bills. 
It's back looked much scalier than the previous large gull which led me to the 
following observations: 

"This gull is considerably larger than the ring-billed standing beside it. It has a 
dark eye, a rather heavy, all black bill, and pale flesh colored legs. The head is 
obviously white underneath but has a considerable amount of light brown streaking. 
There is a slightly darker smudge from in front of the eye extending back to the 
auricular. The neck and breast are similar to the head in that they are white 
underneath but covered with brown streaks. The belly is even whiter with less brown 
mottling. There are a few dark blotches on the breast which look more like the 
bird's been rubbing bellies with a rusty can than any particular feather pattern. 
The mantle, scapulars and wing coverts are extremely scaly. The feathers are almost 
chocolate brown, ‘very dark, with a lot of white edging. It has much of the 
checkering look of a great black-backed. What I think are the secondaries are pretty 
much all dark brown but are tipped with a bit of white. The primaries are so dark 
they look almost black. The primaries are extending back beyond the tail, making 
most of the tail difficult to see. I can see a terminal tail band, however, which is 
about the same color as the primaries, and just a bit of white tail is showing. It 
appears to have some brown barring. As the bird moves around, the sides and 
undertail coverts are more visible. They are pretty much white with some light brown 
barring." 

I also was able to observe the bird in flight on two rather brief occasions. The 
rounded tail and rump were white with some light brown barring. The dark terminal 
band was not particularly clean cut but distinct. In flight the bird gave an overall 
impression of a dark gull with white head and tail. The all dark primaries and 
secondaries and their respective coverts contrasted with the dark/light scaliness of 
the mantle, scapulars and remaining coverts. The white edging to the secondaries, 
visible on the sitting bird, were not distinctive in flight. 

On 23 October I again observed what was probably the same gull. At this time several 
more herrings had moved into the area which helped with a good size comparison. The 
lesser black-backed was a smaller, slimmer, almost lighter bird. The dark flight 
feathers were again seen to confirm identification.



Similar species and how eliminated: $9-4¥ 

Great Black-backed Gull- The bird was not large enough nor was the bill as massive. 
The great black-backed should also show a whiter head and lighter inner primaries and 
the back would be more of a checkerboard than the scaliness of this bird. 
Herring Gull- Because of variability, eliminating the herring was more problematic. 
Size was not particularly helpful initially in that this bird was near the 
second-year herring gull for such a brief time that I really couldn't make 
comparison. The variable sizes of ring-bills were of no help because next to some it 
looked huge and next to others it was only some larger. Some subtle differences were 
helpful in making this bird “look different" but I don't believe they could be 
considered sufficient. The checkered, scaly look was more pronounced than most 
juvenile herrings. The wings seemed long as they extended beyond the tail. The bill 
was entirely black and the tail band more distinct than most juvenile herrings. The 
color distinction between the head/tail and body from a distance were also helpful. 
The clincher, however, was during flight when no "windows" were visible on the inner 
primaries and the dark secondary coverts created a wide, dark trailing edge to the 
wing. These flight indicators, as well as size differential, were confirmed on the 
23 October sighting. 

Did anyone disagree or have reservations about identification? NA 

If yes, explain: 

Viewing conditions: give lighting, distance (how measured), and optical equipment: 
The bird was an estimated 150 - 200 yards away, a bit further than that in flight. 
The sky was totally overcast. Optical equipment consisted of 7x26 binoculars for 
observation during flight and a scope at 30x-50x while the bird was sitting. 

Previous experience with species and similar ones: 
Thirty years birding experience. This was first juvenile lesser black-backed but 
have had experience with both herring and great black-backed. 

References and persons consulted before writing description: 
Description was dictated at time of observation with National Geographic Society's 
Field Guide to the Birds of North America available for reference at that time. 
Audubon Master Guide and Harrison's Seabirds were consulted prior to finishing this 
documentation. 

How long before field notes made? during observation How long before this form 
completed? 4 hours after initial observation; updated after second observation 



DOCUMENTATION FORM for extraordinary bird sightings in Iowa 89-48 

What species? <ess. en eh hie a FAS as How many? Fé 

Location? ee oP fa os 4 

ihe of habitat? pase Me 13 tage tp 7 ee 
When? date(s): sefrer soapy time: oc eet Pn 
Who?your name and address: Tim. Fi SLO Po actA BSF. Zanrare f 

. 7 SO/ i. others with you: Joe tae Mounc. £ fat 
7 

others before or after you: 

Describe the bird(s) including only what you observed. Include size, shape, details of all parts (bill, eye, head, neck, back, wing, tail, throat, breast, belly, under tail, legs, feet). Also mention voice and behavior. 

tain jk the) heen Rig tae tna arrivg 

CFulle eorth wKkiek hea Bird was arrecating 
SA rn mee Ked en 2129 sc rna// Acanea compared 

70 Ala oe FERMI ng Saas | 

A igk? Atal wth we A secerr1ake PRFEL 1H 

PIC AAU 7H. prey Back eas th Fre 7 MAA pale 

Similar species and how eliminated: 

Did any one disagree or have reservations about identification? 

If yes, explain: J eve. pesarvatienar soa? vie laa ly every 
jewin nditions: ee lighting, distance (how measured), and optical equipment: 
ype) vata GO wo ts pie LPUS XE AB lnees Per cover oe ie. 

pete OC rR fi gts ng Cong) rons 

Previous experience with —— and Phy 3 ones: svete <eyrk Aesrer S35) - beckon 

References and persons consulted before writing description: 

How long before field notes made? »— ~,:n. this form completed? > menthc 

MAIL 10: T. H. Kent, Field Reports Editor, 211 Richards Street, Iowa City IA 52240 



89-46 COCUMENTATION FORM 
For Extracardinary Bird Siaghtinas in Towa 

What Seecites?’ | besser Black-backed Gull (Juvenile) oo How Mary? i 

L--stion? Lake Redrock Dam Marian Co, hl 

Type oF Habitat: Pelion se iia... lll! CCC tC 

Wher? Gate(s): _ Ustober 13th, j7e7 ...... Limes SsOtam to 3: 20am 

wertberville, Towa 
se0ee Semen OUOLS SEIES SREEE BREE COONS SOGET SEES COREE SELLY COLES SPER HOEEE SELES SENET OLELS HHUEE SENSE SOOES FOES BEER SEGRE CONES OOSEE SEEES SESES Suden Réter HERES SEES SURES SENET SELES SOEEE SuOEs COTES SHEE SHEED eneEs SrESe enenE WEneS seuEs enone sotte Seems Sones eusee 

Whe? Yet | Pern: ard address: Ray (Commins | 

onan aenee sede etten: SeQin ‘sina Ginn Sesh tame aslen- Sakae <BEbs sent <Daph ilk: Aiaie SOh Heat dos: ilow tie Sater tanita Uhbaw eee wipe lle sides GEO Sane tee Wiel Menke. EIN Tess Silay SOUR GUI GEIR ERE. GULL Us: si: ih il Sain es sina apd as sy ein cai ats ial sea cs aoa 
othbrs with your Pete Wickhem, John Daniel, and Ken Lowder 
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Mtheres bee for 
TTORS SOLOS SOOLE WELLS SOLES SELEY GOOG WUOLE SELET OLELY FREES SEEES OUELE SOLED CULES SLOLE COLES LIES OHEES SOLES CERES CEOS CHESS SENED SREEE SORES SEEES BEETS SESES BEOES SOEEE SENET SEETE HENES CERES GETS SOESS BEEEE SORES STEED SROEE SEER SEESE SERCE HESSD SEbES GUESS BEETS EOEES aenEs arene sheen 

What you observed. Inrclude weeding bee tte ¢ Dect = = ¥ = 
details of all parte oe eye, abla meck, Gack, wing, tail, bnnoee nemo. 
oelly, Wndertail, legs, & Hapa Alea mention voice and behavior. 

Picked this gull aut of a group of Ringed-billed Gulls ad & Juvenile 
deareina Gull because the bill was black, slightly shorter, slender, and more 
and Far m than the adjacent Herrina Gull. The gonys mark was oe compared fc 
ye alli Gull. The Herring Gull bill was all dark, but only black on the 
tetal i/f4th, the rest was dark with a fleshy avertone. 
The size of the gut of the Herries Gull and Ring- 

billed Gull. The breast was ni formly gray Slightly lighter than the juvenile 
Herring Gull. The a wine coverts, and mantle appeared ecaled with 
dark black-brown scales with fairly thick white edges. Frimaries and tail were 
bJack, mot pure black, but black compared ta the back. 

tad was same uniform color as breast, bub turned white around the forehead 
and chin. The eye was black and iris was dark as was the adjacent Herring 
mudd. 
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ei Rlack-backed Gull 95 Were & mondescricek light gray color. The Less 

had shorter leas than the MHerriea Gull. and you could mat see any lea above the 

Pee | 

Im Plaaht the upper wing was black over the primaries, primary ctoverts, and 

aula. The secondaries were alsa black and the greater coverts created a 

second Tighter black line above the secondaries. The shoulders were medium 

brow. The tail showed a one inch black band on tep and was black and white 
etriped bee J iow. The Herrira Gull im flight showed a light area om the immer 

crimaries, whereas the Lesser Blacked-backed Gull showed uniform black through 
out. | the cPTnar Tes. 

species: how eliminated: Herring Gull eliminated above. Other Guils 

wayer's, California, and Iceland eliminated by size. Iceland would be 

ms ligk ther than this gull. Darker Thayer's would moet show the caonmtrast 
between shoulder and primaries and would mob have black secondaries and greater 
coverts. California would mot have all black bil) and would have blackish 
leas. 

Did anyone disagree or have reservations about the identification? no _ 
If yes, explain: 

Viewing manditians: give lighting, distance (how measured), aptical equipment. 
E @llent light with sun at back from an estimated 40yds setting and as close 
oe 30 yds flyina. Equipment was a 20x spottina scope and Lux binoculars. 

i 

Previous SxS Tercte with species and similar ones mome with Lesser Black- 
int ga ched. 

Reference and persans comsulted before writing description: NGS was used during 
re 

obser Vation to tmsure a1 Field marks were sighted. 

L, Ane



DOCUMENTATION FORM for extraordinary bird Sightings in Iowa 49-48 

What species? £4062 BAKKE LICKS Gee How many? / 

Location? BELLWI THE DAam- Sip CtiKc CLIC UA 

Type of habitat? KOVED CESELVOIN 

When? date(s): pr as 4 OC7ELBER, PSF time: 2.25 AWto 2-CCoLD 

Who?your name and address: ~7“77_ “L246, Lo Lrwnthte Knish, LHe Tra C114 Jp See 
: r 

vs 
ee 

others with you: 

A. ° others/before) or after you: “vu ““Wwvou 
— 

Describe the bird(s) including only what you observed. 
of all parts (bill, eye, head, neck, back, wing, tail 
tail, legs, feet). Also mention voice and behavior. 

on Blt Je (AI 4£O0NF@p Fyyyjcé BEPECE LMM fKSy VPS Zi ld ed lyweo S02? 4SRST LOA C4 NERC Cid WISHE MOM. sus ZF 
whe f0 Tit foal, (" “ES Kwa AME Tay 1B thr ee ae 
ON wT te, (MERLOAG foieeS ChMPEL A SVL ent Firwés Ten). gure 

kes SOIC 00 ZA Cpl EL BAR Yu THE LEZ Aipelt p-~ OPE lj DCEO cot Awad, Lr [f EASWIT Jo Compaeé The! beg Fe IWE LUST 
ES —* twAS SHRLLER /H CEvERML NIZE SWatree py STATE Why, A = A EAE Cth aA! pial Maa “poy My os 

427 #82 SIE CorvzZeasy~ 

Include size, shape, details 
» throat, breast, belly, under 

F Cid Ft és 

Dite S £426) L&E fMoplh€ PVR MA. Fes Blreo Simgee fL B/L Adal Eevoerey 

BLA LiMCE IWE NMEEWEGS Bet Ad SemE L/ON7EGE CeLotwe AT WE 
Base. “WE EVE LAS LARK! NEFEC A NALE Sede THE BCD 4LED Areruwl 
svt bAdD fpr. FESS Then A FIM TE, 021 AMPA 2AIBPPEBCED COL SWE 
De. ZY NWAD Ik OAKK PRIM AKEL ON JME AAP EL 24) ve, LUwlcé ZWE 

PWM 20AOF LUIMISEYS OC CHE WERBING Cutt WEE Lot, an le en pt TW € CLEITEL LO LLLEZS LCOLCE ARee C Ae Dlowen T# € 

C6 Hear gpectes and how eliminated, YY “MLE Cn WE MOeewe aney We 
poUhST L ae os jt be pepo C teed i re < DES La Tio CBAACE FUCE, 4 CENTER G-ESACKIO f// AMEN Foo KNKLLE Awa ‘0. VLE SECOND sie 34 a ee c , AHO WAS ONLL THE ONE ASB ALE L Dye 
L/KE(ASE CAL/KGRWIA CALL [WIS prtF YECOUDALIES LARK Anh A Fs Fo -Tewl) Bite ° 

Did any one disagree or have reservations about identification? NO 

If yes, explain: 

Viewing conditions: give lighting, distance (how measured), and optical equipment: 
Stn Y ~LCCKIC JO WARD LOS PHVA E AGCAT /lO Sneos 

Sw/Fr PF SKE LCCULLL And 26-Goy TIR/-¥ kent Score 

Previous experience with species and similar ones: 22S7 luw7BR Ww bvle S fb) LBEMBCE 

References and persons consulted before writing description: te 
PUNTE C06 2RAMMC Ci/10€ Awd AbphI SoS "SELB ieIS 
How long before field notes made?_,»mgs,77E this form completed? he ho lef 

MAIL TO: T. H. Kent, Field Reports Editor, 211 Richards Street, Iowa City IA 52240



CECONDNIES pewbeE 20kK, SNERE L29S A poe FEEMIWKAC 

DORE Fhe BhuO AwO fHE Rye WAS L4LE7EF te (7A 
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