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*Brain Blevins 
IBL 62:49, 55, 71 

DOCUMENTATION: Brain Blevins 
REFERENCES 

Field Reports: IBL 62:55 
Christmas Bird Count: IBL 62:49 
Records Committee: IBL 62:71 

VOTE: 2 A-D, 5 NA 

NA, Of the two birds described here, the first (presumably a 
first winter) had more characteristics of an Iceland than a 
Thayer’s. This was probably the same bird myself and others 
tentatively identified as Iceland. The extremely pale mantle and 
no darkening at the wingtips supports Iceland. The second bird 
appeared to be either Ad. Iceland or Thayer’s, but sufficient 
detail not given. Gray rather than black spots at wingtips 
suggest Iceland. 

A-D, First-winter Thayer’s only. The length and comparative 
nature of these sightings make misperception unlikely, and 
therefore I am voting AD for first-winter Thayer’s Gulls. 
However, the adult gull description seems to fit Kumlien’s 
Iceland Gull better than Thayer’s. Thayer’s would be expected to 
have as dark or darker mantle than Herring Gulls and black upper 
primaries not dark gray. Kumlien’s Gull would have lighter mantle 
and dark grey on it’s upper primaries. 

NA, Two birds should have been documented separately. Although 
I have no reason to doubt these two records (I may have seen the 
same birds), the details are not complete enough to be accepted 
by a records committee. 

NA, On immature bird description of extremely light mantle and 
light brown color continuous all the way throughout the wingtips 
not enough to say conclusively that this is a Thayer’s Gull. An 
adult Herring size gull with lighter mantle or a lighter nature 
of color than other gulls nearby and gray spots on the primaries 
instead of black not enough of a description to conclusively say 
that this is a Thayer’s Gull. Maybe it was an Iceland or a light 
colored Herring. A combination of several other field marks are 
needed for both of these birds for them to be accepted as 
Thayer’s Gulls. 

NA, Insufficient details provided for both immature and adult 
to properly evaluate them. Please continue to document gulls and 
other birds and give us more details to analyze. Provide details 
on bill color and shape, leg color, tail coloring, underwing and 
upperwing coloring and patterns, and head shape and coloring.
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Send completed form to Field Reports or CBC editor (address on back cover of lowa Bird Life). 


