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VOTE: 1 A-P, 2 Aw-D, 4 HA 

A-D: This bird has a very wide range of vagrancy even reaching 
the eastern sea coast north to Maine. It seems as this bird moves 
in cycles. In 1982 a female was reported in NWest Iowa by Doug 
Harr. We had a good look at one in Runnells Wildlife area. 
Several other reports came in. In 1990 this document as well as 
other reports came to me. A male at Tim Schantz parents south of 
Winterset in May. The bird Eloise & her mother seen. 
Eloise and I saw another bird in May about 5 miles away. 
I think there are more Black-headed Grosbeaks in Iowa than are 
ever reported. An excellent document was done on hybrids in Iowa 
Bird Life. If we are close enough to where these species 
interbreed we are certainly close enough to see either of these 
species. 

NA: By date, this bird would no longer be an immature bird and 
would be some sort of adult female.: For help, I turned to Bruce 
Peterjohn’s article in Iowa Bird Life (IBL 53: 22-23). Peterjohn 
says the most important feature with adult females is the pattern 
of the underparts: "Breast color: distinctly orange-buff in 
Black-headed; a dirty buffy-white in Rose Breasted; traces of 
both in hybrids." The original photo shows a mostly white or gray 
breast with a small isolated patch of orange feathers in the 
center of the upper breast. This seems to clearly indicate a 
hybrid. A Black-headed would have a mostly orange breast. 
Peterjohn goes on to say that the Rose-breasted is heavy and 
uniformly streaked underneath while Black-headed is mostly 
unstreaked. The description mentions (and the photo confirms) 
that this bird’s breast, belly, and flanks were heavily streaked. 
This seems to go strongly against Black-headed. 
In all fairness, the original photo did not duplicate well and 
was not in front of the other committee members when they were 
evaluating the written description. 

NA: Just a few comments until I can study photographs at 
length. Observer states eye stripe was "vivid white". This is 
indicative of Rose-breasted Grosbeak. Lower breast and belly both 
streaked also favors Rose-breasted. (see Peterjohn, Iowa Bird 
Life 53:22-23). Orange streaks on crown suggest Black-headed 
Grosbeak. I am inclined at this point to believe this bird either 
a Rose-breasted Grosbeak or a hybrid. 

A-P: I recall seeing, but could not find, an article a few
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years back dealing with hybrids of this species (with 
Rose-breasted). Since I couldn’t find it, and since this bird was 
obviously at least part Black-headed Grosbeak, I think I’11l go 
with it. Nice description. I assume the original photo showed 
more detail than the photocopy - thus the A-P vote. 

NA: From the written description I can not determine if the 
bird is an immature Rose-breasted Grosbeak or a female 
Black-headed Grosbeak. The description of the vivid white line 
above the eye seems to fit Rose-breasted better than 
Black-headed, and the most diagnostic field mark the lemon-yellow 
wing linings were not noted. 

NA: This could very easily be a hybrid Rose-breasted X 
Black-headed Grosbeak. Given the description as written I can not 
completely rule out female Rose-breasted, especially considering 
what appears to be fairly heavy streaking on the breast, sides 
and belly with a light, probably not buff, coloration. Photo does 
not conclusively show a Black-headed Grosbeak. Most of the time 
the differences between Rose-breasted and Black-headed Grosbeaks 
are very small and hard to discern. I can not beyond reasonable 
doubt say that the bird described is a Black-headed Grosbeak. 

A-D: With the arrival of Rose-breasted Grosbeaks in Iowa 
around May 1, in general, a bird seen May 22 in Iowa shouldn’t be 
a juvenile bird yet with the incubation of Black-headed Grosbeak 
at 12-13 days and the days until fledging at 11-12 days. The 
Rose-breasted Grosbeak is about the same time span. I believe a 
female Black-headed Grosbeak is denoted from the description of 
black on cheeks or side of head, an orange-streaked crown, an 
orange upper breast, and streaking along the side and belly of 
the lower breast. I couldn’t tell details from the photo and the 
xerox copy of the photo to aid in my determination.
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Did the others agree with your identification? 

Other observers who independently identified this bird: 
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