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A-P, Photos show white wing line nicely.



the bird is not in juvenal plumage and the bird I saw had prominent wing-bars. This
bird had a very light-colored rump with its nape also lighter than its back giving the
bird's upper part the light-dark-light sequence for its nape-back-rump. This is
characteristic of the Western Tanager.

This is what A. C. Bent (U. S. Natl. Museum Bull., no. 211, 1958) has to say
about the plumages of the first-year male Western Tanager. "There is considerable
variation among individuals, these one-year males are as a whole somewhat less
brilliant than the adults. The black of the upper part is duller and more or less inter-
mixed with greenish. The red on the head paler, less intense and more restricted in
area; and the yellows decidedly duller and less brilliant.”

After reviewing my notes and the above references I identified this bird as a first-
year male Western Tanager. According to Birds in lowa (Kent and Dinsmore, 1996)
this is the 12th record for the state and the first for Dickinson County.

15362 250th Ave., Spirit Lake, lowa 51360

WHITE-WINGED DOVE IN FORT DODGE
DIANA J. HULTINE

On 21 September 1997, I was watching several Mourning
Doves feeding on the ground in my yard. I noted another dove
that joined them and that was clearly not a Mourning Dove.
The characteristics that [ noted that separated this bird from the
others were its much darker brown wings, distinct white
patches on the wings, the lack of black spots on the back, and the presence of white
areas on both sides at the end of the tail. I was able to compare the bird with the
various doves illustrated in Robbins Birds of North America and identify it based on
those illustrations. I was also able to take several photographs that were examined by
the [.0.U. Records Committee and confirmed the identification. The bird returned to
my yard several times on the 21st and again the next three days. Each time, it perched
in a nearby tree and then flew to the ground where it fed and drank with the Mourning
Doves. [ last saw the White-winged Dove on the morning of 24 September. [ have a
number of different species of birds that visit my yard but this certainly was the most
exciting one I have seen there yet.
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