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counted flying past Michigan City Harbor
(tDP). Least Terns lingered in nesting areas
with eight adults and two young at the Por-
tawattamie, 1A, power plant Aug. 13
(B&LP), one bird at Port Neal, IA Aug. 10
(BH), one at L. Gibson, IN Aug. 25 (GB),
and six—seven juveniles on a Mississippi R.
sandbar in Carlisle, KY Sept. 8 (BPB). Else-
where, Least Tern reports included a juve-
nile. at Riverton WM.A,, 1A Aug. 13 (SD),
a first-year bird at L. Lemon, IN Aug. 22
(J&SH), three (including at least one juve-
nile) over Kentucky Dam Aug. 24 (BPB),
and one at Swan Lake WM.A., KY Sept. 8
(BPB). Vying for honors as the most popular
bird of the season was an extremely coopera-
tive Asian Marbled Murrelet that remained
at Beaver Creek Res., Seneca, OH Nov.
12-18 (TW, tFV, ]Du, ph,. m.ob.), where
it was seen by some 300 people (fide VF).

Cuckoos to Woodpeckers

A surprisingly large count of nine Yellow-
billed Cuckoos was made Aug. 4 at
Ottawa N.W.R., OH (EP, et al.). Barn
Owls nested in Union, IL, where a nest
was found Sept. 30 (KMc), and in a Dear-
born, IN, barn where four chicks fledged
in late August/early September (A. Parker,
fide JCs). A migrant Barn Owl was also
seen on the Chicago lakefront at Montrose
Nov. 8 (KH, m.ob.). The single Snowy
Owls that appeared on the Chicago lake-
front at Jax.P. (PC) and Montrose (JPu)
Nov. 12 proved to be the vanguard of a
major flight across the Region. The heavi-
est movement was in the Chicago area,
where 41 were reported, included a daily
maximum of nine Nov. 23 (D] er a/). In
addition, 14 were reported in Indiana (13
on the lakefront), four in Ohio, four in
lowa, and three in Missouri. The largest
Com. Nighthawk movement consisted of
700 birds counted near L. Lemon, IN
Aug. 28 (J&SH).

Once again the autumn hummingbird
news was dominated by Selasphorus reports;
this time, however, the season was also fla-
vored by the Region’s first representative
from the genus Cynanthus. lllinois’ first
Broad-billed Hummingbird, a female,
which attended a feeder on the w. side of
Trivoli, Peoria, IL Nov. 7-23 (tDBo, VK,
D], ph., v.t., m.ob.), was captured and the
identification confirmed by measurements
(MD). Adult & Rufous Hummingbirds
visited feeders in Fordland, MO Aug 1-3
(JSh), Springfield, MO Aug. 6-10 (LRi),
near Sprit L., IA Aug. 21-23 (fLSc, tJF
ET, ph,), and in Luckey, OH Sept. 8-Nov.
13 (RFr, GS, ph.). In addition, an imm.
female was netted and measured in Urbana,
IL Oct. 7 (SBl, EWa, tRCh, tBC) and an
imm. male was captured, banded, and mea-

oy W L
A first for lllinois was this female Broad-
billed Hummingbird in Trivoli, Peoria County,
November 22, 1996. Photograph/Joe B.
Milosevich.

In Luckey, Ohio, this adult male Rufous Hum-
mingbird was present for much of the autumn
of 1996. Photograph/Raymond Froelich and
Gwen Schult.

sured in Springfield, MO Oct. 29 (LRi).
Other Rufous/Allen’s type Selasphorus hum-
mingbirds were found: in Guthrie, IN Sept.
26-Nov. 11 (J&SH, et al.), Trigg, KY Nov.
17 (BPB), Sedalia, MO Nov. 1-14 (Mrs. A.
Hancock), and Columbia, MO Nov. 18
(PMc). The peak Red-headed Woodpeck-
er counts included 27 in Greene, IL Sept.
30 (DBo) and 25 in the Lake of the Ozarks
S.P., MO Sept. 28 (PMc).

Flycatchers to Warblers

Late Alder Flycarchers were recorded Sept.
17 at Beverly Shores, IN (JMc, S]a),
Sphid., Sept. 24 (DBo), and at H.B.S.P,
Sept. 29 (LRo). The only out-of-range W.
Kingbird was seen in Evanston, IL Aug.
26 (IM). A tardy Scissor-tailed Flycatcher
was still in Lawrence, MO Nov. 5 (BGi).
Peak swallow concentrations included
2000 Purple Martins at Lorain, OH Aug,
21 (RHa, SW), 50,000 Tree Swallows at
Lake Chatauqua N.W.R., IL Sept. 28
(RCh), 3000 N. Rough-winged Swallows
at Mark Twain N.W.R., IL Sept. 22
(DBo), 10,000 Bank Swallows at Metzger
Marsh, OH Aug. 21 (RHa, SW), 150
Cliff Swallows at Universal, IN Aug, 17

(AB), and 2000 Barn Swallows at L. Man-
awa, IA (B&LP). An imm. Pinyon Jay
appeared art the Faylan and Lloyd Crim
feeding station in rural Boone, IA Nov. 30
(tJDi, tMP, tTK, ph.), to provide that
state’s 2nd record. Red-breasted Nuthatch-
es were scarce across the Region with <six
reported in each state. A surprisingly early
migrant Veery appeared in Jax.P, July 23
(PC). A Sepr. 29 Bloomington, IN, noc-
turnal Swainson’s Thrush count (by ear)
yielded an impressive 120 birds (JLi, RT).
In addition, a late Swainson’s lingered in
Des Moines, IA, until Nov. 14 (tRCe). A
Wood Thrush remained at Tower Grove
Park, MO, until Oct. 15 (JV). Both of the
Region’s Varied Thrushes appeared in the
Chicago area. A female was in Lincoln
Park Oct. 25-27 (KH, MD) and a male
was in Waukegan Nov. 24+ (fide RBi).
One of the season’s most provocative
reports involved an unidentified wagtail
that flew over the H.B.S.P, beach Sept. 9
(tKMz). Following last fall's invasion, N,
Shrikes returned to a more typical pattern,
with five birds reported in the 4 n. stares.
The largest Loggerhead Shrike count
involved a family group of four in Sanga-
mon, IL Aug. 1 (DBo).

An out-of-range White-eyed Vireo
appeared in Cerro Gordo, 1A Sept. 7 & 9
(A], RG). Record-late Warbling Vireos
were recorded at Grammer Grove
W.M.A., IA Sept. 28 (MP) and in Shades
S.P, IN, on the amazing date of Oct. 26
(tAB, TJCd). Some fine vireo counts were
logged this fall, with 12 Warblings at
H.B.S.P., Sept. 14 (RHn, EB, LRo), 12
Philadelphias in Iowa City Sept. 15 (CE),
and ten Philadelphias at H.B.S.P, Sept. 21
(RHn, EB, LRo). In addition, an extreme-
ly early Philadelphia Vireo arrived at Fox
Island S.P,, IN Aug. 16 (Haw). The fall
migration failed to resolve the issue of how
detrimental the harsh spring was on the
warbler population. Correspondent com-
ments were typical, covering virtually the
entire spectrum. In lowa, Kenrt’s assess-

this Pinyon lay that appeared November 30,
1996, in Boone County, lowa, furnished a sec-
ond state record. Photograph/Thomas H. Kent.
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SNOWY PLOVER AT SAYLORVILLE RESERVOIR
STEPHEN J. DINSMORE

On 3 May 1996, I saw a Snowy Plover at the Oak Grove
Beach Recreation Area of Saylorville Reservoir in Polk
County. I studied and pho the bird at distances as
close as 20 m between 10:00-10:21 a.m. When I arrived at the
beach, I noted a distant pale shorebird near the water which |
thought was probably a Piping Plover. I left the bird for a couple of minutes o look
at some Sanderlings, after which I couldn't immediatcly relocate the bird. Scveral
minutes later, I found the bird high up on the beach. As soon as I put the scope on
the bird, I recognized it as a Snowy Plover (Fig. 1). Overall, the bird was very pale.
The upperparts were a pale, sandy brown. When viewed from behind, the bird had a
narrow white collar and the crown appeared buffy and contrasted with the mantle. The
underparts were white. The forchead was whitc with a small black patch on the
forecrown. The bird also had a small black auricular patch and a black "slash™ mark
on each shoulder. The bill was very thin, black, [ = R
and had a slight uptumed appearance. The legs §
were grayish, and the bird seemed long-legged for
its size. Throughout the observation, the bird's [
upright posture and very active foraging behavior |5
were distinct. Based on the brightness of the
plumage and black head markings, I sexed the Fig. 1. Snowy Plover, Saylorville
bird as an adult male. Other birders did not Reservoir, 3 May 1996. Photo by
relocate the bird later in the day. Stephen J. Dinsmore.

This is the fifth record of a Snowy Plover for lowa. Previous records are all from
spring: 6-7 May 1988 at Bays Branch Wildlife Area, Guthrie County (Dinsmore and
Fix, lowa Bird Life 58:86-87, 1988), 22 May 1988 at Dunbar Slough, Greene
County (Dinsmore and Fix, lowa Bird Life 58:86-87, 1988), 28 April 1990 near
Burlington, Des Moines County (Jowa Bird Life 62:21), and 10-13 May 1992 at
Riverton Wildlife Area, Fremont County (fowa Bird Life 62:76, two birds).

4024 Arkansas Dr. Ames, IA 50014

PINYON JAY IN BOONE COUNTY
LLOYD AND GAYLAN CRIM

At 7:45 a.m. on 30 November 1996, while watching a flock
of Blue Jays at our bird feeder, we noticed one "odd" bird. After
checking the bird book, we decided it was a Pinyon Jay. We
then called Jim Dinsmore who came 1o see it. After he arrived,
all three of us were able 10 observe it returning to the bird
feeder three times in the next several hours.

The bird was roughly the size of a Blue Jay, with a shorter tail and a longer,
thinner, slightly curved beak (Fig 1.). In color, it was mostly gray with some light
bluish-gray color on the head, tail, and edges of the wings. It had a white throat
patch, but lacked the streaking an adult should have, and was labeled a juvenile by
some of the many visitors who came to see it. It walked rather than hopped, and
mingled with the Blue Jays as one of them. Its visits to our feeders were fairly
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regular at first, becoming more erratic as the season progressed and the snow melied.
It seemed to prefer the peanuts, but occasionally took sunflower hearts, even hanging
from a "super ball" feeder to do so. It was last observed on 22 March 1997.

Figure 1. iyan Jay in Baoc County, 6 ecer 1996. Pho:gh by Thomas
H. Kent. :

“This is only the second report of this western species in Jowa, the previous report
being one seen at Shenandoah from December 1972 10 January 1973 (Zollars, fowa
Bird Life 43:28-29, 1973). To our knowledge, this is the furthest east report of this
species.

1750 140th St., Boone, IA. 50036

MACGILLIVRAY'S WARBLER IN HARDIN COUNTY
MARK PROESCHOLDT

On 2 June 1995, I stopped at Eagle City County Park along
the Iowa River Greenbelt in north Hardin County. I heard a
loud unfamiliar warbler song in a brushy tangle along the
park’s edge. There were several birds in the tangle. I heard one
or two loud "chip" notes then and zeroed in on the area of the
chips Then a warbler popped out into view about eight feet up in the tangle. It
looked like a breeding-plumaged male Mourning Warbler. It was yellow undemeath,
had a dark green back, and a dark gray hood with a definite black smudge on its upper
breast. It was blackish around its eye area. But it had very vivid white eye crescents
above and below its eye like a breeding-plumaged Franklin's Gull would have. 1 had a
very good look at it for approximately five seconds, and it was a broken white eye-
ring that was incomplete both in front of and behind the eye. I was very surprised!
The bird moved, and I did not see it again. The unfamiliar song continued, but I was
unable to find the singing bird. Then lack of additional time forced me 1o leave.
Although I had only a brief view of the bird, the presence of the incomplele eye ring
made it clear that this was a MacGillivray's Warbler, a western species thal otherwise
might be confused with a Mourning or Connecticut warbler. This is the first accepted
record for Jowa of a MacGillivray's Warbler.

Box 65, Liscomb lowa 50148
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counted flying past Michigan City Harbor
(fDP). Least Terns lingered in nesting areas
with eight adults and two young at the Por-
tawattamie, 1A, power plant Aug. 13
(B&LP), one bird at Port Neal, IA Aug, 10
(BH), one at L. Gibson, IN Aug. 25 (GB),
and six-seven juveniles on a Mississippi R.
sandbar in Carfisle, KY Sept. 8 (BPB). Else-
where, Least Tern reports included a juve-
nile. at Riverton W.M.A., IA Aug. 13 (SD),
a first-year bird at L. Lemon, IN Aug, 22
(J&SH), three (including at least one juve-
nile) over Kentucky Dam Aug. 24 (BPB),
and one at Swan Lake W.M.A., KY Sept. 8
(BPB). Vying for honors as the most popular
bird of the season was an extremely coopera-
tive Asian Marbled Murrelet that remained
at Beaver Creck Res., Seneca, OH Nov.
12-18 (TW, TFV, 1]Du, ph,. m.ob.), where
it was seen by some 300 people (fide VF).

Cuckoos to Woodpeckers

A surprisingly large count of nine Yellow-
billed Cuckoos was made Aug. 4 at
Ottawa N.W.R., OH (EP, et «/.). Barn
Owls nested in Union, IL, where a nest
was found Sept. 30 (KMc), and in a Dear-
born, IN, barn where four chicks fedged
in late August/early September (A. Parker,
fide ]Cs). A migrant Barn Owl was also
seen on the Chicago lakefront at Montrose
Nov. 8 (KH, m.ob.). The single Snowy
Owls that appeared on the Chicago lake-
front at Jax.P. (PC) and Montrose (JPu)
Nov. 12 proved to be the vanguard of a
major flight across the Region. The heavi-
est movement was in the Chicago area,
where 41 were reported, included a daily
maximum of nine Nov. 23 (D] er al). In
addition, 14 were reported in Indiana (13
on the lakefront), four in Ohio, four in
lowa, and three in Missouri. The largest
Com. Nighthawk movement consisted of
700 birds counted near L. Lemon, IN
Aug. 28 (J&SH).

Once again the aurumn hummingbird
news was dominated by Selasphorus reports;
this time, however, the season was also fla-
vored by the Region’s first representative
from the genus Cynanthus. lllinois first
Broad-billed Hummingbird, a female,
which attended a feeder on the w. side of
Trivoli, Peoria, IL Nov. 7-23 (tDBo, VK,
D], ph., v.t., m.ob.), was captured and the
identification confirmed by measurements
(MD). Adult 8 Rufous Hummingbirds
visited feeders in Fordland, MO Aug 1-3
(JSh), Springfield, MO Aug. 6-10 (LRi),
near Sprit L., IA Aug. 21-23 (1LSc, 1JF,
ET, ph,), and in Luckey, OH Sept. 8-Nov.
13 (RFr, GS, ph.). In addition, an imm.
female was netted and measured in Urbana,
IL Oct. 7 (SBl, EWa, tRCh, tBC) and an
imm. male was captured, banded, and mea-

A first for Hiinois was this female Broad-
billed Hummingbird in Trivoli, Peoria County,
November 22, 1996, Photograph/loe B.
Milosevich.

In Luckey, Ohio, this adult male Rufous Hum-
mingbird was present for much of the autumn

of 1996. Photograph/Raymond Froelich and
Gwen Schuit.

sured in Springfield, MO Oct. 29 (LRi).
Other Rufous/Allen’s type Selasphorus hum-
mingbirds were found: in Guthrie, IN Sept.
26-Nov. 11 (J&SH, et al), Trigg, KY Nov.
17 (BPB), Sedalia, MO Nov. 1-14 (Mrs. A.
Hancock), and Columbia, MO Nov. 18
(TPMc). The peak Red-headed Woodpeck-
er counts included 27 in Greene, IL Sept.
30 (DBo) and 25 in the Lake of the Ozarks
S.P, MO Sept. 28 (PMc).

Flycatchers to Warblers

Late Alder Flycatchers were recorded Sepr.
17 at Beverly Shores, IN (JMec, §Ja),
Spfid., Sept. 24 (DBo), and at H.B.S.P,
Sept. 29 (LRo). The only out-of-range W,
Kingbird was seen in Evanston, IL Aug,
26 (IM). A tardy Scissor-tailed Flycatcher
was still in Lawrence, MO Nov. 5 (BGi).
Peak swallow concentrations included
2000 Purple Martins at Lorain, OH Aug.
21 (RHa, SW), 50,000 Tree Swallows at
Lake Chatauqua N.W.R., IL Sept. 28
(RCh), 3000 N. Rough-winged Swallows
at Mark Twain N.W.R., IL Sept. 22
(DBo), 10,000 Bank Swallows ‘at Metzger
Marsh, OH Aug. 21 (RHa, SW), 150
Cliff Swallows at Universal, IN Aug. 17

(AB), and 2000 Barn Swallows at L. Man-
awa, IA (B&LP). An imm. Pinyon Jay
appeared at the Faylan and Lloyd Crim
feeding station in rural Boone, IA Nov. 30
(tJDi, tMP, 1TK, ph.), to provide that
state’s 2nd record. Red-breasted Nuthatch-
es were scarce across the Region with <six
reported in cach state. A surprisingly early
migrant Veery appeared in Jax.P, July 23
(PC). A Sept. 29 Bloomington, IN, noc-
turnal Swainson’s Thrush count (by ear)
yielded an impressive 120 birds (JLi, RT).
In addition, a late Swainson’s lingered in
Des Moines, IA, until Nov, 14 (fRCe). A
Wood Thrush remained at Tower Grove
Park, MO, until Oct. 15 (JV). Both of the
Region’s Varied Thrushes appeared in the
Chicago area. A female was in Lincoln
Park Oct. 25-27 (KH, MD) and a male
was in Waukegan Nov. 24+ (fide RBi).
One of the season’s most provocarive
reports involved an unidentified wagtail
that flew over the H.B.S.P, beach Sept. 9
(tKMb). Following last fall’s invasion, N.
Shrikes returned to a more typical pattern,
with five birds reported in the 4 n. states.
The largest Loggerhead Shrike count
involved a family group of four in Sanga-
mon, IL Aug. 1 (DBo).

An out-of-range White-eyed Vireo
appeared in Cerro Gordo, IA Sept. 7 & 9
(A], RG). Record-late Warbling Vireos
were recorded at Grammer Grove
W.M.A., 1A Sept. 28 (MP) and in Shades
5., IN, on the amazing date of Oct. 26
(tAB, tJCd). Some fine vireo counts were
logged this fall, with 12 Warblings at
H.B.S.P, Sept. 14 (RHn, EB, LRo), 12
Philadelphias in lowa City Sept. 15 (CE),
and ten Philadelphias at H.B.S.P, Sept. 21
(RHn, EB, LRo). In addition, an extreme-
ly early Philadelphia Vireo arrived ar Fox
Island S.P, IN Aug. 16 (Haw). The fall
migration failed to resolve the issue of how
detrimental the harsh spring was on the
warbler population. Correspondent com-
ments were typical, covering virtually the
entire spectrum. In lowa, Kent's assess-

Pmlnhlyanhpclrmdmdninﬁ-nd,
this Pinyon Jay that appeared November 30,
1996, in Boone County, lowa, furnished a sec-
ond state record. Photograph/Thomas H. Kent.
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SPOTTED NEAR BOONE

Qb- bt

Pinyon jay comes to Iowa,
delighting bird-watchers

By LARRY STONE

REGISTER STAFF WRITER

A pinyon jay with a case of wan-

derlust has Iowa bird-watchers
buzzing.

| Although pinyon jays normally
get no farther east than the Black
Hills or western Nebraska, a single
bird has been seen since Nov. 30
near Boone. The mostly blue bird,
about the size of a common blue
Jay, has feasted on peanuts near
feeders at the home of Lloyd and
Gaylan Crim, northeast of Boone.

“It's been kind of fun,” said Gay-
lan Crim. At least 38 people —
some from as far as Burlington and
bDaven port — have come to see the
ird.

| " Crim said the shape and habits of

[ the distinctive—]ooldng Jjay remind

| herof alarge, blue starling. .

[ James Dinsmore, professor of
animal ecology at lowa State Uni-

‘ versity, said the jay is only the

' second of the species ever reported
in lowa. The other was in Shenan-

| doah in the early 1970s.

! Dinsmore said the bird may have
come to lowa because of a shortage

| of food. Pinyon jays often feed on

B Gymnorhinus Cyanocephalusis |
common in pinyon-juniper woodlands of interior
mountains and high plateaus in the western g

United States.

M Color: Blue overall, blue
throat streaked with white.

M Crest: None

M Bill: Long, spiky

M Tail: Short

The pinyon jay is generally
seen in large flocks and nests
in loose colonies. Typical
flight call is a high, piercing
"mew." The immature bird is
paler, grayer overall,

SQURCE: Field Guide to the Birds of North America.

pinyon pine seeds.

The jay’s appearance could be a
clue to watch for other unusual
birds, Dinsmore said. He cited red
crossbills, which normally feed on
seeds in coniferous forests in
Canada and the northern and west-
ern United States,

Clark’s nutcrackers also might

THE REGISTER l
leave their mountain haunts to
wander east, as they occasionally |
do, Dinsmore said. The gray, sharp- |
billed birds, with white patches on l
black wings, are nearly a foot long.

For information on the pinyon '
jay or other unusual birds, call the |
lowa Birdline, (319) 338-9881. The |
recorded message is sponsored by J
the lowa Ornithologists’ Union.
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DOCUMENTATION FORM

Species Pinyon Jay How many? one

Location? ne Boone County

Type of habitat? at bird feeder, in farm yard

When? date(s): 30 November 1996 Time: 8:45-10:15 a.m.
Who? your name and address Jim Dinsmore, 4024 Arkansas Drive
Ames

Others with you Lloyd and Gay Crim
Others before or after you

Describe the bird(s) including only what you observed. Include
size, shape, details of all parts (bill, head, neck, back, wing, tail,
throat, breast, belly, under tail, legs, feet). Also describe voice and
behavior.

About the same size as Blue Jays with which it was feeding. No
evidence of any crest, and tail somewhat shorter proportionally than
that of Blue Jay. The bill was black, slightly decurved, and both
longer and more slender than that of Blue Jay. Bill appeared to be
starling-like in shape. Feet and legs were black and strong-used to
hold peanuts as it beat at them with its bill.

Overall color was largely gray with a light blueish gray color on head,
tail, and edges of wing, most noticeably on the alula. The chin was an
offwhite color and neatly set off from the gray of the undersides. I
could not see any streaking on the undersides-appeared to be all
light gray.

Based on the gray undersides, I assumed that this was an immature
bird.

On the ground, the bird walked starling-like rather than hopping like
Blue Jays do.

Similar species and how eliminated:
This combination of body shape and color separates it from other

jays.

Did any one disagree or have reservations about identification?
If yes, explain: no disagreement

Viewing conditions: lighting, distance (how measured), and optical
equipment: reasonable light-not an issue. Bird was about 15 feet
away when it was at the feeder and allowed leisurely look it. Saw it



16-66

come in to feeder three times for as long as 10-15 minutes at a time.
Viewed with 10 power binoculars.

Previous experience with this species and similar ones: none

References and persons consulted before writing description:
looked at Robbins field guide while watching bird.

How long before field notes made?
this form completed? This description written about 1.5 hours later
from mental notes taken while watching the bird.



DOCUMENTATION FORM for extraordinary bird sightings in Iowa QL"L
What species? Pin Yen :)/a.i«(_’ How many? ‘
Location? M. E. Beome Guwdyy — (Uoyd and Faglin Crim jeme)
Type of habitat? Good \smd(gu& feeders  cullivated felds astmd heme  weeds cut back
When? date(s): AJav. 30 1996 time: 'lgi:v:o g:;.c-rtgg kz;-';lg: (‘lw*tx:wicr%o\(&k
Who?your name and address: Marl( ?roesck:H'f' . Bex é’s’l Cistowb. Lo S0/YS

others with you: Beth ‘?vce_fchle‘.‘f_ Euviome v Efoise Acmsheaq  Pem & Reid Allown | -the Coims
bewnn's v Cecille M}’c’h, TJomn A/GWF, DicK Teheunlt ‘
others before or after you: i Dinswere <saw (1t hofere us

Describe the bird(s) including only what you observed. Include size, shape, details
of all parts (bill, eye, head, neck, back, wing, tail, throat, breast, belly, under
tail, legs, feet). Also mention voice and behavior.

This big jay ved and was abeut fhe Sige of & B{mejf.j
nd Goedival with o TF was veletively light blee-geny all qver
v+ ?luwv\.ﬂ,&e -excep'{' P+ lmJ a swafl white PQ%‘Z“ o civele o itg
ﬂ\\(bit{’ o ' o A_a(l G \’“CUMAP(/ ‘\{AJ wa% wo Cf‘?Si(f T+ hac( Qo
"G‘Y\qe— WSS Ve ({Q'ﬂy LI.)/, Tt ote a K,F awnd 7‘*{1% Wk ot
and Flw sputh behind the barn Ho Hrees beyond the barn |
A weat bid w Towa!

Similar species and how eliminated: g’cw&, ja&g cmcf Mex (Can 3’@59 cl?: et
have the tmefeom blwe @lovraten of o Pingen Ty — thes have seme
bownsh en backs and lLghter undevpects.

Did any one disagree or have reservations about identification? A

If yes..explain:

Viewing conditions: give lighting, distance (how measured), and optical equipment:
Clowdy, good viewivg L) gaﬂk at Avst Feown G, (atev —> 20 foet
AWM w e and en gvewnd (estimeted) as seon Gvm house | §x30 Biwecs

Previous experience with species and similar ones:
e Seewn a How hmes ot West, Saw ¥ Pingga :'rtv?s' i ,U-Anr;-acmg in August 1994,
References and persons consulted before writing description:
Neitona| <=0 wic Gwae .
How long before field notes made? {'00 p-va. this form completed? Hour 30, '?%

‘Phat wight
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DOCUMENTATION OF EXTRAORDINARY BIRD SIGHTING

Species: Pinyon Jay; Number: 1 imm.

Location: 8 miles north of Boone, Boone Co., A

Date: 30 November 1996; Time: 3:15 to 3:20 p.m.

Name and address: Thomas H. Kent, 211 Richards St., lowa City, IA 52246.

Others before/with/after: found this a.m. at rural home of Lloyd and Gaylan Crim; Jim Dinsmore called me; present
were Dick Tetrault, Beth Proescholdt, Mark Proescholdt, Dennis and Cecille Thompson; other before and after.

Habitat and circumstances: Rural farmstead on slight moraine of Des Moines Lobe with conifer grove on northwest
side of house. Bird came to feeder at southeast corner of house.

Description of bird: A slender corvid, slightly smaller than 6 Blue Jays that were there at the same time. Came to feeder
and then dropped to ground where it rapidly ate fragments of corn and perhaps other seeds. The bill was slender,
straight, sharply pointed, and dark. The bird had no crest and was trimmer than the Blue Jays with a much narrower
tail. The over all color was gray or perhaps slightly gray-blue with definite light blue tail and soft light blue on the
head and nape which was not sharply demarcated from the gray of the rest of the body. The alula was also blue. The
throat was nearly white and appeared well demarcated, with some indistinct broad streaks. The primaries projected
down the tail only about one-third of its length and were blackish. The tail was much shorter than that of a Blue Jay
and was not broad or flared at the tip. The legs and feet were dark. The body shape was somewhat like a starling,
although not as chunky and with a longer, narrower tail.

Voice: not heard.

Similar species: The shape differs from other jays, especially the short, narrow tail and pointed bill. The size, shape, and
coloration fit no other species. The limited extent of blue indicates that this was an immature bird.

Any one have reservations?: no.

Light: heavy overcast; Distance: 15 feet (est.); Optics: 10x binocular

Previous experience: | have seen this species twice: California and Colorado.

References before/after viewing: Looked at field guides before typing final report.

Time of notes: As soon as bird left feeder area; Final typing: 2 days.
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DOCUMENTATION FORM

Species: Pinyon Jay

Number: 1

Location: Crim feeder, NE Boone Co., IA

Habitat: rural yard

Date: 1 December 1996, 28 January 1997

Time: 8:04-8:15 a.m. and 10:44-10:48 a.m. on 1 December

Observer: Stephen J. Dinsmore 4024 Arkansas Dr. Ames, IA 50014
Others who saw bird: Gay and Lloyd Crim, m.ob.

Description of bird(s): The bird spent much of its time feeding with several
Blue Jays. This bird was about the same length as a Blue Jay, but of slightly
heavier build and shorter-tailed. The head, mantle, upperwings, and tail
were dark blue. The eye and area around the eye were darker than the rest
of the face. The throat was white and unstreaked. The bird lacked a crest.
The rest of the underparts was light gray. Compared to the bill of a Blue Jay,
this bird had a longer, thinner, slightly decurved bill. The bill and legs
were black. On the ground, the bird walked instead of hopping. The flight
was undulating with rapid, stiff wingbeats and short glides.

Similar species and how eliminated: The lack of a crest and general coloration
eliminated Blue Jay. The bill shape, short tail, and general coloration
eliminated Inland Scrub Jay and Gray-breasted Jay.

Viewing conditions and equipment: Viewing conditions were excellent with
overcast skies. Estimated viewing distance about 5m. I used 10x42
binoculars.

Previous experience with species: I have seen Pinyon Jays in several western
states, mostly in NW Nebraska.

References consulted: none

How long before field notes made: none made
How long before this form completed: written 1 December 1996
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DOCUMENTATION FORM
For Extraordinary Bird Sightings in lowa

Species: Pinyon Jay

Number: 1

Location: E. Boone Co, Lloyd and Gaylin Crim residence.

Habitat: Rural farmstead.

Date and time: December 1, 1996, 10:55 a.m., 11:20 a.m., 12:40 a.m., each time for
approximately one minute. Seen again December 8, 1996, 11:40 a.m.

Name and address: Chris Edwards, 85 Whitman Ave., North Liberty, IA 52317
Others with you: Lloyd and Gaylin Crim, Ann Johnson, Pete Peterson, Steve Dinsmore,
Jim Sinclair, Dennis Henrickson, Ken Lowder, John Daniel, Chris Caster.

Others before or after you: Jim Fuller, Jim Dinsmore, Tom Kent.

Describe the bird(s) including only what you observed. Include size, shape, details
of all parts (bill, eye, head, neck, back, wing, tail, throat, breast, belly, undertail,
legs, feet). Also mention voice and behavior.

Approximately same size as nearby Blue Jays, but with a longer bill, shorter neck, plumper
body, shorter tail, and lacking a crest. Bill long, black, pointed, and slightly decurved.
Eye black. Head blue, with a brighter blue area in the malar region. Back, scapulars, and
coverts mostly light blue-gray, with several blue covert feathers. Primary tips on folded
wing blackish. Tail short and blue. Chin and throat white with faint grayish streaking.
Breast, belly, and sides light gray. Legs and feet black.

The Pinyon Jay accompanied a small flock of Blue Jays, and came to a feeding station
under a large tree next to the house. Upon arriving, it would land in the tree, drop down
to the ground, and walk around on the ground picking up peanuts in its bill.

Similar species eliminated: The lack of a crest, short tail, long bill, chunky body, and
coloration eliminate similar jays.

Did anyone disagree or have reservations about the identification? No.

Viewing conditions: Overcast; viewed through the window 5 - 10 yards away with 8 x
40 binoculars.

Previous experience with species and similar ones: No experience with Pinyon Jay.
References and persons consulted before writing description: National Geographic
Field Guide.

How long before field notes made: Immediately.

How long before this form completed: Six hours.



DOCUMENTATION OF RARE BIRD

SPECIES: Pinyon Jay (Immature)

LOCATION: Feeder in farmyard of Lloyd and Gaylan Crim,
northeast Boone County.

DATE & TIME: 6 December, 1996 (7:40 and 9:10 AM for 1-2
minutes each visit)

OBSERVER: Jim Fuller, 6 Longview Knoll, Iowa City, Iowa,
52240.

OTHERS: Discovered by Lloyd and Gaylan Crim, and seen by MOb
before and after.

DESCRIPTION: As Tom Kent and I arrived early in the morning,
the bird was in the tree above the feeder and at the feeder
for about two minutes. We later saw it visit the feeder for
about the same amount of time from inside the house, and it
was also photographed. Comparisons to other birds were with
Blue Jay and Starling, and it generally was more similar to
the Starling, with a short tail, bulky body, and long,
relatively thin bill. It seemed to be smaller than the Blue
Jay, and a little bigger than the Starling. Specifically,
the bird was a gray color on all underparts. The back was
blue-gray, and the only real blue was found on the head, the
tail, and the alula. The throat was white (can be seen in
photo). The top of the head was rounded, with no crest, and
the bill was relatively long and thin. The eye was dark, and
the legs were black. It was interesting that the bird
nyalked" one foot at a time, rather than "hopped" (can be
seen lifting one leg in photo). During the first sighting
outside, as the bird flew away, it gave a series of rather
sharp single note calls.

SIMILAR SPECIES: The combination of no crest, long and thin
bill, short tail should rule out all other jays. The
"walking" behavior is distinctive for Pinyon Jay.

VIEWING CONDITIONS & OPTICS: It was early morning of a
cloudy day, and I was looking east at distances of 60-70
feet using Swift Audubon binoculars (8.5 X 44) during the
first sighting, and the same binoculars and the range finder
of a Pentax (500mm) camera looking south at distances from
8-15 feet during the second sighting.

PREVIOUS EXPERIENCE: I have seen adults three previous times
in Colorado and California.

REFERENCES & FIELD GUIDES: Field notes were made immedigpely
after sighting, and National Geographic guide was viewe
after sighting. This form was typed on 16 December.




