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VOTE: 5 III, 1 IV, I V

III, based on Myers documentation.

III, Myers and Moore are more convincing than Peterjohn.

V, Several points, i. e. underwing coverts and edging of
lesser coverts not described, so doubt exists.

III, I agree with Myers and Moore -- the wing coverts are very
suggestive of Western Tanager, and Moore saw the ’saddleback’
effect.

REVOTE at meeting 8 May 1982: 6-III, 1-IV



Summary of Review of an Ornithologic Observation Xl-1¢

by the Records Commtittee

of the Iowa Ornithologists' Union r.n;évj
SPECIES:  LesTern TTé-ke~ [

DATE SEEN: § ocf /1§l

SITE OF OBSERVATION: [UatZ [oo

0BSERVERS:  Bob Myes | Frmec

DATE OF REVIEW: /922, & Me, /982

METHOD OF REVIEW: ~ad ma‘nk-a

CLASSIFICATION OF RECORD: IIL

COMMENTS :
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Any action may be re-reviewed upon submission of additional evidence.

Explanation of Classification:
I = labeled, diagnostic specimen, photograph, or recording available for
review by the Committee

11 = acceptable sight record documented independently by 3 or more sbservers
I11 = acceptable sight record documented by 1 or 2 observers

1V = probably correct record, but not beyond doubt

V = record with insufficient evidence to judge

VI = probably incorrect identification, escapee, or otherwise unacceptable record

Classification is based on the highest category aareed upon by six of seven
committee members.
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105-K E. Ticonderoga Dr. B:E
Westerville, OH 43081
Dec. 22, 1931

Dr. Thomas Kent
211 Richards St.
lowa City, IA 52240

Dear Tom:

| have several comments with regards to the Western Tanager and Thayer's Gull
sightings in your fall report. My comments are brief (due to other time
constraints) but | hope clearly discuss these sightings.

Enclosed is an article on tanagers with wing bars (presence of wing bars does
not e'iminate Scarlet Tanager). Note that Myers described the head, back and
rump as uniformly olive-green while Moore stated that the head and rump were
slightly lighter than the back. Myers description fits a Scarlet Tanager while
Moore's description is closer to a Western Tanager. (!y experience with fall
Western Tanager is that males have an obvious ''saddle'" effect, quite unlike a
Scarlet Tanager and would have been noticed by Myers if he examined the bird
closely and the bird was a male as they claim.) Since neither observer de-
scribed the underwing coverts or the edgings of the lesser coverts (and their upperpart
descriptions apparently conflict), their descriptions do not satisfactorily
sliminate a young Scarlet Tanager with wing bars.

After carefully reviewing your photographs, my reaction is that the gull was a
female Herring Gull. This identification is based on 3 main characteristics:

1. The wing tips in flight are too dark and contrast too much with the
wing coverts to be a Thayer's Gull. While there are different lighting
conditions on the 2 photographed birds, | really don't see any difference
between them with respect to this field mark. On a typical Thayer's
Gull, the wing tips are virtually the same color as the wing coverts
without the distinct contrast (see Birding, Vol. 12, No. 6 (Dec. 1980),
p. 199 for a typical Thayer's Gull).

2. fiote the undersides of the outer primaries are dark (nor transluscent).
On a Thayer's Gull, these feathers should be as transluscent as the rest
of the underwing (see the excellent photo on p. 205 of the Birding
article). Notice that the undersides of the wingtips are the same for
botn birds (hence, they are probably the same species).

3. Female Herring Gulls have more rounded heads and smaller, slimmer bills
than males (and can be very similar in appearance to a Thayer's Gull).
The photographed bird has this appearance.

Without a doubt, both of these identifications are very difficult. | hope you
realize my comments on these birds are offered in a purely constructive manner
to aid in future identification of these species and are not meant to cast
aspersions on the abilities of the observers. Let me know if | can provide
further on any identification problem.

Sincerely,
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6. Description of size, shape and color-pattern (describe in great detail all parts of
the plumage, and beak and feet coloration, in addition, to the diagnostic charac-
teristics, but include only what actually was seen in the field):
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18. Books, illustrations and advice consulted, and how did these influence this description:
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DOCUMENTATION FORM for extraordinary bird sightings in Iowag,'/ G ]
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others with you: Nona

others before or after you: Aob Mueys
=

Describe the b'ird(s) including only what you observed. Include size, shape, details
of_aﬂ parts (bill, eye, head, neck, back, wing, tail, throat, breast, belly, under
tail, legs, feet). Also mention voice and behavior. &:vd was firs? neficad about 40
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Did any one disagree or have reservations about identification? No

If yes, explain: NlA
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MAIL TO: T. H. Kent, Field Reports Editor, 211 Richards Street, Iowa City IA 52240
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