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III, based on Myers documentation. 
III, Myers and Moore are more convincing than Peterjohn. 
V, Several points, i. e. underwing coverts and edging of 

lesser coverts not described, so doubt exists. 
III, I agree with Myers and Moore -- the wing coverts are very 

suggestive of Western Tanager, and Moore saw the ’saddleback’ 
effect... 
REVOTE at meeting 8 May 1982: 6-III, 1-IV



Summary of Review of an Ornithologic Observation sI-1 

by the Records Commtittee 

| of the Iowa Ornithologists’ Union 

SPECIES: Western Téte- ofule> 

DATE SEEN: & Oct /78{ 

SITE OF OBSERVATION: («28 [ow 

OBSERVERS: Bab Myce ) Francs 

DATE OF REVIEW: 9/982, & Me, /752 

METHOD OF REVIEW: mact , merhr« 

CLASSIFICATION OF RECORD: IL 

COMMENTS : 
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Any action may be re-reviewed upon submission of additional evidence. 

Explanation of Classification: 
I = labeled, diagnostic specimen, photograph, or recording available For 

review by the Committee 
II = acceptable sight record documented independently by 3 or more observers 

II] = acceptable sight record documented by 1 or 2 observers 
IV = probably correct record, but not beyond doubt 
V = record with insufficient evidence to judge 

VI = probably incorrect identification, escapee, or otherwise unacceptable record 

Classification is based on the highest category agreed upon by six of seven 
committee members.
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105-K E. Ticonderoga Dr. 6 | 
Westerville, OH 43081 
Dec. 22, 1981 

Dr. Thomas Kent 

211 Richards St. 

lowa City, IA 52240 

Dear Tom: 

| have several comments with regards to the Western Tanager and Thayer's Gull 
sightings in your fall report. My comments are brief (due to other time 
constraints) but | hope clearly discuss these sightings. 

Enclosed is an article on tanagers with wing bars (presence of wing bars does 
not e’iminate Scarlet Tanager). Note that Myers described the head, back and 
rump as uniformly olive-green while Moore stated that the nead and rump were 
slightly lighter than the back. Myers description fits a Scarlet Tanager while 
‘Moore's description is closer to a Western Tanager. (!iy experience with fall 
Western Tanager is that males have an obvious "'saddle'"' effect, quite unlike a 
Scarlet Tanager and would have been noticed by Myers if he examined the bird 
closely and the bird was a male as they claim.) Since neither observer de- 
scribed the underwing coverts or the edgings of the lesser coverts (and their upperpart 
descriptions apparently conflict), their descriptions do not satisfactorily 
@liminate a young Scarlet Tanager with wing bars. 

— After carefully reviewing your photographs, my reaction is that the gull was a 

female Herring Gull. This identification is based on 3 main characteristics: 

1. The wing tips in flight are too dark and contrast too much with the 
~ wing coverts to be a Thayer's Gull. While there are different lighting ~ 
conditions on the 2 photographed birds, | really don't see any difference 
between them with respect to this field mark. On a typical Thayer's 

Gull, the wing tips are virtually the same color as the wing coverts 
without the distinct contrast (see Birding, Vol. 12, No. 6 (Dec. 1980), 
p. 199 for a typical Thayer's Gull). , , 

Note the undersides of the outer primaries are dark (nor crane Faken). 

On a Thayer's Gull, these feathers should be as transluscent as the rest 

of the underwing (see the excellent photo on p. 205 of the Birding 
article). Notice that the undersides of the wingtips are the same for 
botn birds (hence, they are probably the same species). 
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3. - Female Herring Gulls have more rounded heads and smaller, slimmer bills 

than males (and can be very similar in appearance to a Thayer's Gull). 
The photographed bird has this appearance. 

Without a doubt, both of these identifications are very difficult. |! hope you 
realize my comments on these birds are offered in a purely constructive manner 
to aid in future identification of these species and are not meant to cast 
aspersions on the abilities of the observers. Let me know if | can provide 
further on any identification problem. 

Sincerely,



AN EXTRAORDINARY SIGHT RECORD 

1. Species po Tanager (Prange | a 2. Number / 

Location 8{4/el= hd F: , i - ial ’ a ‘ aroc a ine ) A fase (oe Cd oo i 

BIRDS: VERIFYING DOCUMENTATION OF  si(iti‘(s R/-) ae 

Date: On S198 5. Time Bird Seen: ¥-00P™ to YusP/4 

. Description of size, shape and color-pattern (describe in great detail all parts of 
the plumage, and beak and feet coloration, in addition, to the diagnostic charac- 
teristics, but include only what actually was seen in the field): 

Bind — F robably fa “eo Mary English Sfparrese- ba7 smatlen Than sTarhirg Typi
cal 1a mag © b ode pe ~ 

a lone se. Fre question wes arteth OAL. 

ColowBttern — Head ¢ back were greenst Clive) - Thrut, breasT¥ bellzy axre yellour Chairly bright ~ 

het oling as scelets gre) _ “3/ PGS oul Had were blac k - Log $ heacl m4 bans — 

Th? 0 eypoper one being ayder Cmore of apalch) woos yotlaus4 -~he 
Jower bar was much more 

Saint and wes while — The seconcbarvies wer
e oathned ax? a Dive while Trim PThat 

was easily seen. 

7. Description of voice, if heard: 7/7 

: Bird was apparently Feeling in Plycatter manner - otililtiy cutand 8. Description of behavior: = ee? = P rinsing TS branch ~ when T met Beches 3T mael 0 Bhex Win 
9. Habitat - general: RivewleFhin Timder on edge oF perk — brusdy Area 

— specific: Aist seen whe of «3; Iwas Thichst, Vhen Flees Te Toy oF cok om 
ee ae The park. , , ee oe 
— 10. Similarly appearing species which are eliminated by questions 6, 7 & 8. ‘Explain: 

fl! sealot treger ts possille- see dllhcled pose 
11. Distance (how measured)? phout 30 chsest- 12. Optical equipment: 

obieched by see tig off Be, 2¥35 bnoculens 

13. Light (sky, light on bird, position of sun in relation to bird and you): 

14. Previous experience with this species and similarly appearing species: 

Fins? experience with immature or synter Plumaged bi rel weskry baf Jove seen 

15 Other observers; 27% 77 Sptuts + Fol! meailily scarlet Tanagers. 
L honed Froncis Sore aaa! 4e relocoted Lird hier hat day. 

16. Did the others agree with your identification? Voc 

17. Other observers who independently identified this bird: fiencis Moore. | 2 
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18. Books, illustrations and advice consulted, and how did these influence this description: 

See J/is7 GHached 

19. How long after obserying this bird did you first write this description? 7 : : 
| log 

Signature: afer K Wlgorws Address: AI bdylyta Zr Oa hrf OL 

Date: LL. a o L9E1 City, State: # dewa SO7of 
ee — 

sf. 



8-16 

bireler t+ -twe consecutive years. 

fille onc Matha tions Tonaggee 

On Cet: 3, 178! _t- wes observing a 
mixed fock a> yo! hoeo- rum p 

In Top of wne ostteag (phim PE? Mish ) ac
ting hike @ warbler agporenly 

, af coarlet Ja
 nager and whe

n o % fooked 
eteser- a Sie

 jhe L279 

done. My scconc! Hough? wes Tat so
meone Told me het 

one oPa henckrel & scorlel 
dove “ing bens. IU ole two» 1h 

Rkersen Gurcle says some sconkls moles hove Ase axing bars. When 

ED went home Hal night I wos anjAing hut convinced The 

Le fasas @ western Prager even thoush mort
 Meratare slates 

sonig bors = erestarn Wheser 

When I get bac 2 phoned fran
ers [Veore and he went 

Jo the pork ol us ale @ reheat tte bid. Fven Hoagh | 

he had never seen weslern hagers before, Arantiis Thought 

Vis wes on ce. H's enthusiasm promplid aa. Ib ve gested 

Surther. Lam new also conunced Tht thi
s bi was 

jodeed a. western Tanager v0 wellr ber wally 1 em 

Tronicaly, my First western Jane ger ) ae Seren fpril 76,1980 

ot Forney hokey wae le P
r eens S hath of yeas ~ 

hump + palm warblers .



Was alaneger. Vhs Jol Por m shage a L,.Om my exeenence 

wilh Janagers. € The hed was to oid ~ eld | ee args 

Gnd Teil Were block , not I) Frten as 17) } aoe AP The 

bid LOIOS yas? hk ey O”7 lmaraTare because dere LODS 

ho Ipece of any OO Jett on he Face or wenelt Fhe. 

bid vas Aul/ ofve green ey ee sharp /y contre sting coh 

TRO tah brigh y eleer Nello of Three 7, breast + oe Ay. a 

The dotat py oe ian obvious <g ye Whe “ro SoNe&) OA 

Sheu lalen beiig orden anef jellewssh, The fooser bey, Thix 
IAS gif Je. The seconaory Sealers were ecyed/ aoih 
@ Hhin Ine oF while, This charactoryshie jg iMestichedf 
an many pichuves oe ee ond wot on scorkvls bat 

JS pever iced , | 

a a wish I” hat noted any ol: Pherence in ¢ of r aA 7 p oP 

here, back, ee ag eS a & only notec/ Be te color ebove. 

The frialh problem — Ia da Hs aY79 p eo to | : 

7dey dh a weslern or js! Pn scarleT. FeRrson , yn 

his We 4 guide, says SOme young scenets hed | dis Tex yelocash 

Wing bers. Fe Ones /p /y badsboy Land Lire ( Cearale and Aobens /4 

Bits af Mirnessl end! [eighlowng STs say Hal newly fobbed! 
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DOCUMENTATION FORM for extraordinary bird sightings in allt - 

What species? heel sce Tanager (Piranga i How many? [ ” 

Location? Hope vos oe oS df mn il dete just Pigg U.S.63, Non | ee Ave. 

Type of habitat? _/S’te 20' high willow mixed in second growth hardwood along ote stream. 

When? date(s): October B14 g | time: 4/30 to 4:40 

Who?your name and address: Francis L. Moore, 264 Weetern Bie Wetevlos, JA S076) 

others with you: None 

others before or after you: Pools Muevs 

Describe the bird(s) including only what you observed. Include size, shape, details 

of all parts (bill, eye, head, neck, back, wing, tail, throat, breast, belly, under 

tail, legs, feet). Also mention voice and behavior. Qyyd was first peticak abot 40 

joc? vp in w gmall Aardwoed fee 1 immediately Rew, 6 ot &: dec 4 

its motions era fle shape of its bam oh and bill. A. ‘f Ffhw ane ho ppec a boot 

Pe Lub de limb | noticed Het Ha bird had tue wing bars 
on enc 

Wing - The ad. dene wing bar was wu bhex arc more Conspicuous PY ee ie ere wwing baw, 

errs wing bar was also a pale allow color » tHe L csantey ling lav was 
: 

a white colov ard w
as more ofa Cand

les ade ing Hier tea. upper wing ba vr. 

5 a L Al was pale avd. ah hic
k cclevid . Tie herd ard

 yemp ywere 
AN alec 

green ce lor ane the boa he appeare
d ou (iHle darker Ht Ha hoed audl

 yu mp. 

| mee as ~~ divksy olive color. Belly , breast and +h wat wane! - overall 

The “4 ! “ : = I, ; i. b-+' htey = pe head avd back, Bob 

washed OV yellows —. CO [OV < ieee 1 flores | ] ic 

Myers had ca lle d me eayliev a
e he had ae 1 oi. ied le ov 

Mastin 4 Go | lec hac d tes try Pid +H. es . _ ond 15S 

J escribed a beve ara 
Ke bo o-the sane * tHe cenc

e sien Hut it Was 
& 

Ll plemeag dk Wistern” lonane Y. No
seng Or Voile Wes oT

 

Similar species nd how eliminated: Seavlet Tanager might hawe week Winn bavs
 in the 

£4 6b ot \ covid tad nothin in the literature te ‘mn die that Hou had = 4% as lage on Uv fper 

wing baw as this bivad had | 

Did any one disagree or have reservations about identification
? No 

If yes, explain: v{Aa 

Viewing conditions: give lighting, distance (how measured), and optical equipment: 

[ tee téevnoon Son. shill bxinht no vgh +, see detail ; AYP? K . 20 feet te 100 feet; using 

1X3Smm Otel Rock Prism Bineevlars. 

Previous experience with species and similar ones :{ Na
ve quite wc tek of cnperisame wih 

Scarlet and some Sppevience- with Bummer Tanade vs. No pricy #¥pevienee wi this op eee. 

References and persons consulted before writing
 description; A Guide + Fieid Ident ficok ion b 

9h bbiins, Broun, Lim nA Singe
rs Birds of Cannda, Godfrey; pap

een sash Eretycls nen ing 2 Pee we 

How long before field notes made? Nene tttis form completed? aus 
Wcepied a old om 

MAIL TO: T. H. Kent, Field Reports Editor, 211 Richards Street, Iowa City IA 52240 
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