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REFERENCE 

Anderson 1907 
VOTE (1981): 1-IV, 5-V, I-VI 

V, unreliable. 
IV, one seen - no detail. 
V, May be correct, but no details.
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Surnia ulula caparock (Miiller). American Hawk Owl 

Anderson (1907) listed it on the basis of a statement by George 
H. Berry that he had‘taken one specimen in Iowa, and had observed DuMont 1938 | 
one in December, 1903, near Cedar Rapids, Linn County. The latter p 156 

has been unable to find a specimen. 
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The lowa Ornithologist, 

Genus Surnia Dumeril. 

32. SURNIA ULULA CAPAROCH (Muller). 377a. 

Hawk Owl. 

Iteld Characters.—A medium sized, hawklike, grayish brown owl, 

with long rounded tail; to be seen hunting in the day-time. 

Description—Above, grayish brown; head and neck spotted, and 
back barred with white; tail long, rounded, and indistinctly white- 

barred, the central feathers considerably longer than the lateral ones. 
Below, with dusky streaks on sides of neck and upper breast ; throat 

with dusky spot, the remainder of the under parts barred with red- 
dish brown. Tect and toes completely feathered. 

Measurements. -Length, 14.75 to 17 inches; wing, 8 to 9 inches ; 

fail, 7 to 7.25 inches. 

Nange---Northern North America, breeding generally north of 
the United States. 
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South in winter to Nebraska, Iowa, Indiana,. 
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THe HAWK OWL 229 

This diurnal owl is of very rare occurrence in Iowa. R. M. An- 
derson says, “George H. Berry reports the Hawk Owl as a rare win- 
ter visitant in Linn county. He states that he has taken one specimen 
in Iowa, and also observed ane in December, 1903, near Cedar Rap- 
ids, which he did not secure.” It is spoken of as an awl with the 
feeding habits of a hawk and fully as capable of hunting by day. 

A peculiarity of its flight is its dropping from the perch to near the 
level of the ground or bushes, and on approaching another perch, 
ascending almost perpendicularly to it. 

It is spoken of as an unsuspicious bird, not at all shy, and ready to 
defend its nest. ‘The nesting site is usually a cavity ina tree, in which 
no lining is placed. The eggs are three to seven in number and mea- 
sure about 1.50 by 1.23 inches. 

Dr. Elliot Coues in his “Birds of the Northwest” says, “It feeds 
chiefly upon field mice (Arvicolae) which swarm in the sphagnous 
vegetation of arctic lands; also — small birds, grasshoppers and 
other insects.” 
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Fig. 91.—Map showing the distribution in Iowa of the Hawk Ocvl. 
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Fig. 92.—The Burrowing Owl. 

Genus Speotyto Golger. 

33. SPEOTYTO CUNICULARIA HYPOGASA (Bonaparte). 378. 

Burrowing Owl. Ground Owl. 

Field Characters —A small, rather long-legged owl brownish in 
color, with yellow eyes. Seen on the prairic, usually near a burrow 
or hole in the ground into which it retreats, and where its nest is 
made. 

Description.—Above, brown with whitish and buff spots, and with 
buffy barring on the flight feathers of the wings. Tail with about. 
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