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VOTE: 7-I-P 

I-P, should abstain. 
I-P, My vote doesn’t count, I suspect. Note Bob Myers’ careful 

comment under ‘/14’. 
REVOTE Aug 1982: 1 III, 2 IV, 1V, 2 VI, 1 reject 

V, (Thayer ain’t no such gull in Iowa.) (yet) 
#1, the only one I saw (I assume it is the 3/81 bird), I 

believe is a Thayer’s. Some photos were of the other bird 
present. What photos did Paulson have? My best imm Herring shot 
enclosed. Also, Paulson apparently doesn’t have Grant’s new book, 
very good description for Herring, also, he doesn’t refer to 
Lehman’s article in Birding -- he wasn’t listed as a contributor. 
It is safer to say a bird you didn’t see yourself "might" not be 
a particular species. He certainly hasn’t convinced me. 

Drop all Thayer’s Gull records to IV. Nothing is positive in 
the world of the Larus. Let us shoot (no pun) for a specimen.
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31 July 1982 

Dr. Michael C. Newlon 

408 Wales St. 

Iowa City IA 52240 

Dear Mike, 

At lene last, here are the gull record photos and descriptions. On first 

looking over some photos I was almost convinced some were Thayer's, only to 

be "unconvinced" when I looked at another photo of the same bird from another 

angle (donsat. ventral, etc.). I have been extremely busy this summer and 

the whole pile got buried then for some time. When I found it again (with 

some horror and shame) I hurriedly passed it on to Dennis Paulson, whom I 

respect as the best in the Northwest at this kind a 

As you can see trom his castinenite:. Dennis went at it and started his. comments 

, without all his references handy 5 so the summary of this reviéw/judgemnt- is 

in the pontseri gully. I have gone over the records again after Dennis returned 

them to me and concur with his judgment. I can take no "credit" for the 

review, however: Dennis did the work. 

Yours truly, 

Terence R. Wahl



NOTE--POSTSCRIPT ON SECOND PAGE SHOULD BE READ BEFORE ANYTHING ELSE. - ¢ . ? 7 . | 3 a 

COMMENTS ABOUT IOWA THAYER'S GULL RECORDS (also, underwing coverts may be 
too dark for Thayer's) ~*~ 

#1 - this description for the most part seems fine for a first-winter Thayer's, 
but at the same time it is not too discrepant for a first-winter Herring, that very 
variable species. The bill and head configuration certainly are fine for Thayer's, 

but it may be that some smallest Herrings could overlap this. I don't know what 
to make of the white trailing edge of the tail as a field mark; skins in the Burke 

Museum don't show this any better developed for Thayer's than for Herring, in fact 

it is not prominent usually. I don't think a paler feather edge would develop from 
feather wear, as the description implied for a Herring Gull, if anything just the 
reverse--pale edges wear off with time. THe flight shots, which I am not sure 

represent either one or two individuals, to me show too much dark color under the 
outer primaries for Thayer's. Most (all?) Thayer's show uniformly gray under the 
primaries, not any darker on the outer ones than the inner ones, and the shot of 
the bottom bird on the page with 3 pictures shows clearly darker outer primaries, 

as does the bird on the other page (bearing in mind that backlighted feathers may 

look different). We have two Thayer's wings available in the collection here, and 

both of them are uniformly pale, the outer primaries exactly like the inners. I 

don't really know the extent of the variation possible, but I do know that underwings 

of Herring and even Western can look fairly pale with backlighting. Unfortunately 
I have no comparable photographs of first-year Herrings in flight, and it's too 

bad that the observers didn't try to get such pictures for their own comparison. 

Thus this bird (these birds) could well be Thayer's, but the descriptions and photos 
don't totally confirm the identification, in my opinion. 

#2 - this bird again looks superficially like a good Thayer's, the head/bill shape 
and size identical to birds I have photographed. Note that Thayer's can have a 
head just as flat as that of any other gull at times--this difference is overemphasized 
in the literature and doubtless will go on confusing people. I am disturbed that I 

cannot get any sign of the paler underwing tips of Thayer's from the photos, nor does. 

the description mention them, although it does mention paler proximal primaries (see 
above comments). Again, identification rests on bill size, which of course overlaps 

considerably in Herring/Thayer's. This bird has even less credibility than the ~-_ 
preceding one as a Thayer's. oS 2 : 

#3 - with no photographic documentation it becomes even more difficult to assess 
records such as this. The lack of "actual" Herring Gulls to compare with these birds 
is of course critical, and I would have liked to have seen definite differences 

described in underwing color/shade between the two seen under similar conditions in 

flight. The fact that they were 175-250 yards away certainly precludes good study. 
I don't see that anything discussed here clearly points to these birds being Thayer's. 

#4 - again, the description matches Thayer's well enough, but I don't think it is 
outside the known variation of Herring, which certainly can have an entirely black bill 
in winter (I assume all or most of such birds I have seen in Massachusetts in November 
wre Herrings...) as well as a variety of types of scapular edging. Again, observation 
in flight would have been most definitive, although not if in isolation away from 
known Herring Gulls. I really think that lighting on wings can be tricky, and with 

lots of Herring and even more Thayer's to look at here in Washington, I am confused by 

some individual birds. Again, probably a Thayer's but not for sure. 

#5 - this is an excellent description and seems as much like a first-year Thayer's 
as any of those I read. I wish it had been photographically documented. Note that 
it matches the description of bird #1, however, and the photos of that bird aren't 
quite enough to convince me of Thayer's because more dark color is present under the 
wing than is usual. Excuse me, I just found the photographs of it. They are not at 
all compelling, the top one unfortunately having the underwing blurred; again, they 
could be a Thayer's, but they also might not.
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COMMENTS ABOUT IOWA THAYER'S GULL RECORDS (2) 

#6 - (I suppose there is an error in the date here, listed as Dec. 1982); again, this 
description sounds like Thayer's Gull in wing coloration, especially the contrast 
between upper and under surface, although again I would have liked a detailed description 

of how the Herring Gulls looked under these conditions. It sounds as if the 
observer had abundant opportunities to compare the birds, nevertheless, and again 

this sighting has a good chance of being a Thayer's. Again, it is unfortunate there 

is no photographic record of it. 

SUMMARY: On first glance at descriptions and photos, I was convinced that Thayer's 

Gulls were being observed in Iowa, even if all the records were not equally convincing. 
On detailed examination of the same material, I am left a bit more dubious, because 
of comments above. Nevertheless, it seems hard to believe that the observers aren't 

seeing smaller, smaller-billed, lighter underwinged birds with their Herring Gulls, 

and they may all be Thayer's. Collecting one would be a very good idea at this point, 
just to confirm in the hand what people are seeing in the field at different distances 

and under different lighting conditions. The two species do overlap in virtually 
all characteristics in first-year om, and identification rests on a constellation 

of characters. 7 

POSTSCRIPT: All of the above was written with one big disadvantage--I did not have 
accessible my photographs of Thayer's and Herring Gulls. Subsequently I have gone 
vegans American Birds issue by issue for the last ten years to look for photos of 
Thayer's. Looking at all these photos has convinced me, contrary to previous comments, 

that probably none of the above records are Thayer's! I advise the observers to look 
at the following ng photographs in that journal: 

AB 26: 445--this "Iceland Gull" was subsequently reidentified as a Thayer's (which I 
had thought it was on ontne the photo), and it . shows what i mean about. the wane aeg - 

AB 31: 318--this bird ees the rather uniform dorsal aspect of the wings, much less: ~ 
contrasty than the photos of Iowa #1, and also the pale underwing tip, without the 
dark tip/pale window effect described for the Iowa birds. 

AB 34: 266--these two birds show the rather pale wingtips (left bird is undoubtedly 
the spring one, rather worn) and the lack of very contrasty sections of the wings. 

AB 29: 51--again, the overall pale appearance is apparent. As has been stressed by 

some authors, this species is at least as similar to Kumlien's as to Herring, perhaps 
more so in some ways. Note also that none of the birds in these photos is particularly 

pale-headed, a feature I found a bit odd on one or more of the Iowa photos--and of 
course in the West we often use the pale-headed effect on some young ——— to 
distinguish them from Westerns. 

I hope these comments are taken as constructive ones and especially that recourse to 
the AB photos cited here will be of great value to Iowa observers. There is little 

doubt that Thayer's Gull should/does occur in Iowa, butI don't believe its presence 
has been documented there yet. ; Puuis euler 

Dennis R. Paulson 

Burke Museum 

University of Washington 
Seattle, WA 98195
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P.0. Box 1061 

Goleta, Calif. 

93116 

7 Sept. 1982 

Comments on Several lowa Records of Thayer's Gull 

Before giving my thoughts on each of the individual Thayer's Gull records, | would 

like to make a few comments on my article which appeared in Birding 12(6). The 

artist!s plate (p. 200) was nver seen by me before the article was published. 

While it is "'0.K."', I'm not crazy about the bill shape shown and the primaries 

on the first-year bird are too dark; this may have partly resulted in the mis- 

identifications | believe were made in the lowa birds. Several of the black and 

white photos in the Birding article were also reproduced too darkly. The cover 

photo of that issue (in color) shows the primary color much more accurately. 

| believe each of the records of lowa Thayer's Gulls sent to me is either 

definitely or probably of Herring Gulls. None are definitely Thayer's. 

Certainly all the photos that accompany several of them are of Herrings. A real 

problem | see with each is that the written details for each sound possible for 

Thayer's, but that the photos of the same indivduals show them clearly to be 

Herrings and, in part, conflict with the written details. Those without photos 

are more difficult to evaluate. In every case, female Herrings may well have been 

involved; this sex averages smaller and rounder headed than the male, giving it 

more of a ''Thayer's'' look. 

Record #1 (2 at Lake Manawa, 19 March 1981): 

The photos show a bird that, at rest, appears too dark overall for a 

Thayer's in March (too gray and smudgey, not paler brown and more flecked); the 

pale-headed look to the bird is better for Herring; and the primaries definitely 

appear too dark and lack pale edges to the tips of the primaries (in other words, 

the primaries seem fine for Herring). In flight, both the uppersurface and under- 

surface of the primaries are much too dark. See the flight photo of a Thayer's 

from underneath on page 205 of the Birding article; the outer primaries are as 

pale as the inner primaries and secondaries. The Lake Manawa birds look very much 

like Herring Gulls.
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Record #2 (2 at Coralville Res., 7 November 1981): 

The photos show one major problem with the birds being thayer's: the primaries 

are too dark and lack the pale edges to the primary tips ( a bird in November is in 

fresh plumage and shows these pale tips). They appear to be Herrings. The smal] 

head and smaller billed look can be attributed to the birds probably being females. 

Record #3 (3 at Coralville Res., 8 November 1981): 

Why aren't two of these the same as in ''Record #2''? (which | believe to be 

Herrings). Not enough specifics in written details; description could fit either 

Herring or Thayer's. 

Record #4 (1 at Lake Manawa, 5 December 1981): 

Chocolate'' brown primaries sound too dark for Thayer's. Other marks mentioned 

could’fit a Fhayer's, also a female Herring. Not seeing coloration of the primaries 

(above and below) in flight an important omission. 

Record #5 (1 at Coralville Res., 6 December .1981): 

Photo of bird in flight (taking off) shows underwings to be much too dark for 

Thayer's. Overall coloration of bird also appears to be too dark. Appears to be 

a Herring Gull. 

Record #6 (1 at Saylorville Dam, 10-17 Dec. ''1982"' (sic)): 

Plumage ''grayish-brown'' fits Herring better; Thayer's more of a tan-brown. \ 

Pink at base of bill not typical for a Thayer's in December (but fine for Herring) . 

Again, not really enough in description to be certain; were absolutely all the 

primaries from underneath a ''ghost-gray''? (should really have been whitish). | believe 

there isn't enough in this description to be positive of an identification. 

Hope these comments have been of some help. 

Sorry to be only ''negative'' on all of the records, but they were either 

clearly of Herring Gulls or lacked sufficient details and could either have involved 

Herring or Thayer's. | am sure that Thayer's occurs in lowa somewhat regularly, 

however. 

Sincerely, 

oe g ; aegis 

Paul Lehman 

P.S. If you have any further questions, feel free to ask. 
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Thayer's Gull 

Silcock, W. R. 1981. First Iowa Record of Thayer's Gull. Iowa Bird Life 58#:72-74 

First Iowa Record of Thayer’s Gull - On March 18 I was told by Barbara 

Wilson of Hastings, Iowa that B. J. Rose of Omaha had found two first-year 

Thayer’s Gulls at Lake Manawa, and also a possible adult. Realizing that this 

would bea first state record for this species, I went to Lake Manawa March 19, and 

together with Rose and other experienced birders from Omaha, found the tw
o first- 

year birds. The AOU recently split this species from Herring Gull, bu
t many 

experts believe that it should be more closely allied with Iceland Gull, even 

perhaps to the extent of lumping with that species. As seen from the description 

below, the field characters are indeed similar to the Iceland Gull rather than the 

Herring Gull. In fact, in Iowa the field identification of this species is far simpler 

than for example on the west coast, as Herring Gull will be usually the only source 

of confusion, Iceland Gull being very rare in the interior. 

The observatons took place from about 9:30 to 11 a.m. in bright, sunny con- 

ditions, allowing excellent comparison with first year Herring Gulls. My 

binoculars are 7 X 40 Bushnells, and my telescope is a 25X Balscope Sr. The birds 

were closely observed (no further than 200 yards) both at rest with some 200 Ring- 

billed Gulls and in flight while feeding with Ring-bills and about 15 first-year and 

second-year Herring Gulls, with a few adult Herring Gulls present. ? 

Peter Petersen, Tom Shires, and Tom Kent saw one immature bird March 24, 

and I saw one first year bird March 27 with Mr. and Mrs. Gene Amrstrong. 

Photographs were taken by B. J. Rose with results pending, by Tom Kent, whose 

results were inconclusive due to distance from the birds and by Peter Petersen. 

DESCRIPTION: The first bird found was in typical first year plumage for the 

large gulls of the genus Larus: overall brown appearance, noticeably Jarger than 

the Ring-billed Gulls in the area (about 150), end about the same size, but 

somewhat less bulky-looking than the 10 or so first-year Herring Gulls present. The | 

bird was first seen feeding with the other gulls, and comparison with first-year 

_ Herring Gulls yielded the following points of difference: 3 

(1) Bill: The bill was mostly black, while the Herrings all had bills at least 75 

percent pale-colored, with just the tips eark. The bill was also less bulky than in the 

Herrings, giving the head and bill together a more ‘‘delicate”’ look than the 

Herrings'. Lehman described this book as ‘“‘pigeon-headed"”. oe 

(2) Tail and Primaries: There was much less contrast between the overall __ 

body plumage color and the color of the upper surface of both the p
rimaries and 

tail band in the Thayer's than in the Herrings. The very dark tail band of the latter 

species was in sharp contrast with the rump, causing the latter to appear‘ paler 

than the general body plumage. Similarly the upper surface of the primaries of the 

Herrings stood out as being much darker than the mantle, whereas even though 

the upper primaries were noticeable darker in the Thayer’s, there was little con- 

trast between them and the mantle. The overall impression was that the Thayer's 

was a paler bird, more even in coloration, whereas the Herring was a darker- 

appearing more contrastingly-plumaged bird. 

(3) Tail: Noticeable in the Thayer’s was the pale, virtually white, trailing edge _ 

to the tail, which was lacking in the Herrings. One Herring Gull did show a paler 

trailing edge on its tail, possibly due to feather wear, as at this time of year some 

transition woula be expected into second year plumages. Incidentally the bill of the 

bird described here (Thayer’s) would indicate that this transition was underway 

due to the presence of the pale basal area. Lehman states that this change is well- 

noted in Califonria birds in Jate winter. 

(4) Flight: Probably the most convincing identifying character was seen when 

the bird was in flight overhead. The primaries and all the flight feathers were 

almost translucent, with no trace of darker areas, such as were ob
vious in the 

primary area of the wings of the Herrings when seen from the same angle. These 

darker areas in the primaries of the Herring Gulls were somewhat irreg
ular, not 

seeming to be in the same area of the wingtips which is black 
ia adults. The 

translucence of the flight feathers in the Thayer's allowed the bird to be
 picked out 

in flight, and identification could be confirmed by checking the other c
harac- 

teristics described above. The general flight character of the Thayer's 
was lighter, 

or more bouyant, with the body seeming slimmer or more stream
lined, causing 

the Herring Gulls to remind me of Red-tailed Hawks in that their flight seemed
 

realtively cumbersome. The second Thayer’s Gull was identical in plumage to the
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bird described above, but its bill was totally black or very dark, indicating that it 
was probably slightly younger than the first bird. 

SEPARATION FROM OTHER SPECIES: The above description separates by 

direct comparison first-year Thayer's and Herring Gulls, the most similar species 

present. Thayer’s may be confused in first year plumage with Kumlien’s form of 

Iceland Gull, but the Thayer’s had primaries slightly darker than the mantle 
(from above), whereas the opposite occurs in Iceland Gull (Lehman). Lehman 
also notes that some first-year Western Gulls may show translucent primaries 
from below in certain light but these observations took place in excellent light at 
fairly close range. : 
Tom Kent kindly forwarded a copy of his documentation of the bird his group 

saw March 24, apparently the bird with the pale base to the bill (see my description 
above). Additional features described by Kent are: 

(1) “Wing coverts with distinct light edging on dull light brown feathers.”’ 

“The most outstanding features noted were . . . the edging on the wing feathers 
giving a mottled effect (The Herrings were plain brown) ...”’ | 

(2) ‘Also the head feathers extended further out over the upper mandible than 

the lower.” 
The bird seen with the Armstrongs March 27 was rather far away, but 

telescope views were sufficient to note the different head shape, paler overall 

coloration, by comparison with an adjacent first-year Herring Gull. This bird was 

probably the same seen by Kent’s group. — W. ROSS SILCOCK, RR 2, Malvern. 
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Thayer’s Gull at Lake Manawa 
Photos by B. J. Rose 
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DOCUMENTATION OF EXTRAORDINARY SIGHT R&SCORD 

/ SPECIES: 

NUMBER : 

LOCATION : 

DATS: 

TIME BIRD SEEN: 

DESCRIPTION: 

VOICE: 

BEHAVIOR: 

SIMILAR SPECIES: 

OPTICAL: 

DISTANCE: 

THAYER'S GULL. SiLtock 

2 first year birds. 

Lake Menken. Pottawattamie County, lowa. 

19 March 1981. 

9:30 am to about 11 am. 

See attached sheet. 

Not heard. 

No aitfereness in actions noted between ‘iene two birds and 
the Herring and Ring-billed Gulls —— either while 
feeding or loafing. 

See attached sheet. 

Binoculars were 4 X 40 Bushnell, ne telescope was aaleooye 
Sr with 25X os trata 

Birds loafing on the mudflats were about 50 yards from the 
car, while birds feeding in the nearby lagoons were between 

LIGHT: 

EXPERIENCE: 

OBSERVERS: 

AGREEMENT s 

BOOKS ETC; 

then, 
I have no experience with Iceland Guill. 

50 and 200 yards from the car. 

It was a bright, sunny day, perfect for viewing the birds 
feeding in the lagoons. The birds loafing on the mudflats 

_were at a more difficult angle relative to the sun, but light 
was still very. a with no distortion or viene eintiae: of the 

birds: ° 

I have none with this species, but extensive experience with 
Herring and Ring-billed Gulls from North Carolina. I have 
seen the west coast gulls, but have little experience with 

and have seen first and second year Glaucous Gulls. 

The birds were first found by B.J. Rose 
of "The Birds of South Dakota", who was present during the 
above observations. Also present were some leading Omaha 
birders, including Loren and 3abs Padelford, Tanya Bray, and 
Jim and Sandy Kovanda, as well as four other persons whose 

of Omaha, co-author 

names I could not recall. 

All observers present agreed that the field marks seen were 
sufficient to identify the birds as Thayer's Gulls. 

No books were consulted by me during the observation period. 
After I returned home I checked several books, but none were 

of much use. My main source of information was the Paul 
Lehman article in Birding (12:198), which I found to be 
tremendously helpful in identification. 

thoroughly before going to Lake Manawa, although I did not 

take it with me. 

I had read the article



—— 

TIME WRITTEN: I wrote my field impressions down at the time of observation, 
without any references. This documentation was written the 
following Sunday, March 22, also without reference to any sources 
other than my field notes. As mentioned above, current field 
guides are not of much help with this species.
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The first bird found was in typical first year plumage for the 
large gulls of the genus Larus: overall brown appearance, 
noticeably larger than the Ring-billed Gulls in the area (about 
150), and about the same size, but somewhat less bulky-looking 
than the 10 or so first-year Herring Gulls present. The bird 
was first seen feeding with the other gulls, and comparison 
with first-year Herring Gulls yielded the following points of 

difference; 
(1) Bill: The bill was mostly black, while the Herrings all had 

bills at least 75% pale-colored, with just the tips 
dark. The bill was also less bulky than in the 
Herrings, giving the head and bill together a more 
“delicate” look than the Herrings'. Lehman described 
this look as "pigeon—headed". 

(2) Tail and Primaries: There was much less contrast between 
the overall body plumage color and the color of 
the upper surface of both the primaries and tail band 

in the Thayer's than in the Herrings. The very dark 
tail band of the latter species was in sharp contrast 
with the rump, causing the latter to appear paler than 
the general body plumage. Similarly the upper 
surface of the primaries of the Herrings stood out 
as being much darker than the mantle, whereas even 
though the upper primaries were noticeably darker 
in the Thayer's, there was little contrast between 
them and the mantle. The overall impression was 
that the Tahyer's was a paler bird, more even in 
coloration, whereas the Herring was a darker—appearing 
more contrastingly—plumaged bird. 

(3). Tail: | Noticeable in the Thayer's was the pale, virtually 
white, trailing edge to the tail, which was lacking» 
in the Herrings. One Herring Gull did show a paler 
trailing edge on its tail, possibly due to feather 
wear, as at this time of year some transition would 
be expected into second year plumages. Incidentally 
the bill of the bird described here (Thayer's) would 
indicate that this transition was underway due to 
the presence of the pale basal area. Lehman states 
that this change is well-noted in California birds in 

late winter. 

(4) Flight: Probably the most convincing , ideetatying character 
was seen when the bird was in flight overhead. The 

primaries and all the flight feathers were almost 
translucent, with no trace of darker areas, such as 
were obvious in the primary area of the wings of the 

Herrings when seen from the same angle. These darker 
areas in the primaries of the Herring Gulls were 

somewhat irregular, not seeming to be in the same — 

area of the wingtips which is black in adults. 

The translucence of the flight feathers in the Thayer's 

allowed the bird to be picked out in flight, and 

identification could be confirmed by checking the 

other characteristics described above. 

The general flight character of the Thayer's was
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lighter, or more bouyant, with the body seeming 
slimmer or more streamlined, causing the Herring 
Gulls to remind me of Red-tailed Hawks in that 
their flight seemed relatively cumbersome. 

The second Thayer's Gull was identical in plumage to the bird 
described above, but its bill was totally black or very dark, 
indicating that it was probably slightly younger than the 
first bird. 

SEPARATION FROM OTHER SPECIES: 

The above description separates by direct comparison first-year 
Thayer's and Herring Gulls, the most similar species present. 
Thayer's may be confused in first year plumage with Kumlien's 
form of Iceland Gull, but the Thayer's had primaries slightly darker 
than the mantle (from above), whereas the opposite occurs in Iceland 
Gull (Lehman). Lehman also notes that some first-year Western 
Gulls may show translucent primaries from below in certain light, 
but these observations took place in excellent light at fairly 
close range. Fee | , 

(TE pate primey eppeiy wrentined by Lele 

Koon Sheol.



BIRDS: VERIFYING DOCUMENTATION OF = | 
AN EXTRAORDINARY SIGHT RECORD : §/-H 

1. SpeciesThayer's Gull ; 2. Number 1 imm. 

3. Location Lake Manawa, Pottawattamie Co. IA | 

4. Date: 24 Mar 1981 5. Time Bird Seen: 10:30 AM to 11:15 AM 

6 

- 10. 

11. 

) & A 

14. 

15. 

16. 

17. 

18. 

fo 
. Vescrip 
NA 

. Description of behavior: 

Used article in Dec 1981 Birding before an 

. Description of size, shape and color-pattern (describe in great detail all parts of 
the plumage, and beak and feet coloration, in addition, to the diagnostic charac- 
teristics, but include only what actually was seen in the field): 

"Size slightly smaller than 2 imm. Herring Gulls. Bill all black with slight pallor 
at base. Bill of uniform thickness and slightly smaller than Herring. Head smaller 
than Herring and flatter. Slight smudge above eye, but not much. Breast soft gray. 
Wing coverts with distinct light edging on dull light brown feathers. 
Light barring on base of tail. Tip of tail and primaries dark brown. Legs very 
light-no color seen." These notes taken while bird sitting. Light barring on flanks 
was also seen. Also the head feathers extended further out over the upper mandible 
than the lower. The following notes were made after the bird flew and began feeding. 
"Primaries dark but not black like Herrings. Wide band on tail (% at Ai aanings 
lighter and barred. Tips of secondaries dark. Primaries 'windowed' white from below." 
The most outstanding features noted were the smaller black bill, the edging on the 
wing feathers giving a mottled effect (The Herrings were plain brown), the two 

ned tau] with barring and the. brown rather than black primaries and tail. There was 
— es Care: much less contrast between primaries and coverts 

than for the Herrings. Thayer's had pink legs in flight. 

Resting at shore with 70 Ring-bills and 2 imm Herrings for 30 min, flying over 
_ Habitat - general : backwater slough for about 10 min. 

Large open lake with adjacent narrow slough. Near Missouri River south of Council Bluffs. 

specific: jake Manawa , 

First year Herring Gull is the only similar seecies tive Was accurred’ this vita. 
This bird was in the same telescope field with two of these for about 15 min. | oF 
The beta 5 had dark bill tips with light base, thicker bills, larger heads and less 
Distance (how measured)? 12. Optical equipment: qistinct tail zones 

120 yards when sitting, 40 yards when flying (estimate) Wing differences 
Leitz Trinovid 8 x 40, Bushnell 20X scope, Questar Scope +/- 50 noted above. 

ia : ; e 2 s A X . . Liat rcLIANE UeburOPRSEE BOGEN SASSER ON, Bits ant YoU): 
i jer ith this species an | i | ing species: PES Tous, epee ence WARY fame Abreiag ANE aan! larly, aPRGNeU Ss SPC les: careful ly 

in relation to imm. Thayer's features. | 

Other Observer's : Thomas K. Shires, Peter C. Petersen 

Did the others agree with your identification? 

Other observers who independently identified this bird: B. J. Rose, Ross Silcock, others 

Books, illustrations and advice consulted, and how did these influence this description: 
d while observing the bird. , 

19. How long after obserying this bird did you first write this description? While 
observing the bird and just after if flew off.(direct quotes and distances). Typed 48 hrs. 

Signature: Thomas H. Kent Thonwes He. Address: 211 Richards Street 
~ 

—— —_ 

Date: 26 Mar 1981 City, State: Iowa City IA 52240 se 
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an oe od 

Av Are & 
Vv \ Date ion: of observation: 2Y Ave, /47/ Time: enZ0 le isehiepther: lan dr Sky Cover: Clce, 

Duration of observation: aCus. oF cove! Bird/ Sun Orientation: . ro? 

x e . : ° ‘ Exact Location: J], fe Mangug feud Habitat: bade et ples ot oe Lf 
v - “ yam & 

favuesrr lf Platts, seus (old oon a ra ee Ao c) 

ie 

Odservers & Optical Equipment: wirsel + - (CK VO wows Prise Vineculem (5-£OK 60 Sa:-F¥ 
Fe Le, wwst obs made At a OLS ast 60x : pon he. ts ‘Thin Shires sip 

om Lane ment ing iudreendenthe , « Nheyh ve Gisused the potaW dartug ou, £ 1 7 stave nthe 3 hy, 
. gluete te beles : 

PLEASE INCLUDE ALL NECESSARY AND IMPORTANT oprhits OF Your 2OENTIFICATION, AS SEEN IN THE 
IS FIELD. REMEMBER THAT AN ACCOMPANYING SKETCH’ OR PHOTOGRA p C , 

ER DOCUMENTATION. BE THOROUGH AND PRECISE WHEREVER POSSIBLE. — ne er 

SPECIES: Theve iF & ch /I NUMBER, AGE, SEX: One, Le ae te geek un knevr | 

Distance from bird(s): eeeree [2Ouds, Relative size of bird: bvf ucth Rob Veit n (ARIE: 
3 3 7 at es 

Wis Se falls 
by ey Pappas iain x » Crown, auricular, malar region, median line etc.): Hesy os 

- ra rae mers rend wy thie = Hevriug (5 ste ad sag stde—b site) A a 
\ tmn, Homa, a 7 CA ee tn Pster then 

EYE & LORES (Describe supercilium, rin 7 : 
: ame g, stripe, color etc.): hevk ee 

fi £ * Saar behind o ; et _ Sree _ Fee, ever hk, at T Ss thse 

re YPPER & LOWER MANDIBLES(D (ek gherierthe, HG WLEGS & FEET: pele Pink 
4 perme waaay on nape, yi , rump, upper’tail coverts we ye = 

b a : SE . er hb, bri LY edged u fb white, Kery. Derced (cok 8 rump s Yai/ OE aa 
~/ 

y) ; : 

re, UNDERPARTS (Describe throat, belly, side, flanks, criseum ete.): ug! form teaish sh, és Aer ba £ ig tilly 
J cas re allege * CWSG uw dev ton ba ictal 

cen (Describe inner, middle, outer tail feathers, color pattern; shape etc ; 
rleM@tau. Dre weit 15 Rg cay g_Kka rrew Pe P ¢ efuhte at cul i at hens 

WING (Describe color, length, shape, linings, bars, coverts, leading and trailing edges etc.) 

center oF mentle, Urimeres eth ahite edge et ties Ad=> Ce ai ec én 

thewt Iiht Und gee tm ” ——— 
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BIRDS: VERIFYING DOCUMENTATION OF i &(-0G 
| AN EXTRAORDINARY SIGHT RECORD 

; ) 
1. Species / Layers Cal | 2. Number / 

. Location Lake apo AIL. | 

Date: 4-Q§-S/ 5. Time Bird Seen: $/ 30 AP) to LLS AA 
. Description of size, shape and color-pattern (describe in great detail all parts of 

the plumage, and beak and feet coloration, in addition, to the diagnostic charac- 
teristics, but include only what actually was seen in the field): 

O
o
 
>
 
W
 

/ 8.2e~ Same G-2e as herring gull —One was s Tins oth rs 

2. Head slope seemed more councl Vier erring it sét ac wee at hing bihs also pres 
3 head, peek, brewst + belly oF inal ame AAT brown ~ bork ae & 1nGs gust slighty ol ker braon — 

no very obvious mmerkings on bid - primary Feathers were donk brownnot black asin herring— 
Tail had a bread dakey bron benel and o thin coh ite Ferm nal edge seenuhen bird wos :shet) sa 

dhe rump + back were same Srawnrsh shade (rot oppeeting whitish os in herring om Men Flushes Ho FlgAt 

ReoThers weve Nght Prom belosa-Cnot life herring) . 

% BU- frond 4 & by was very dark Check D-rear was Plesh colored 
5. hegs were Hlesf cobra , : 
6 Eye wes Jork ee , . ; — 
7, T tught Eg pee, a PS) 5ht showabu opound Tk eye but maybe was just The Aght 

7. Description of voice, if heard: 

8. Description of behavior: rf jus siMag in vers chee: wsaber wiTh Her gulls Cresfing ) — 

9. Habitat - general: Ah yt pa co fips lke near Phsseur, Rw ¥ ee ae a § ered 

specific: pel! north end oF’ te Ke ia mad tle t+ s hollow a GAOL 

10. Similarly appearing species which are eliminated by questions 6, 7 & 8. Explain: ag 

Heprin 5 54/1 yiomelere I'S very similor Lid probebh cen be seperetee/ b. care GS ( clase choredu 

11. Distance (how measured)? 12. Optical equipment: 

Chsest obit SO’ by eye Beh 7185's 
: " ? : Fone 2 Rashad POX splbng seep] 

13. Light (sky, light on bird, position of sun in relation to bird and you): 
Karly cloudy day wih brief Tes of bright sunligh7 - Tuiewed ee 

fe a00d Acght Proet ale 

Svery jmmagingble angle. — a | 
14. Previous experience with this species and similarly appearing species: 

No experience 2iTh Thoyers but Som tit sinrraTare herrings . +H hee/ly Aever lookeA 

ot a herring Joyner e What close ly betores a tops J tht Jet Lehman 's orrele ont 
15. Other observers: py .6 w/t 7 : ! . on ws me , P reves re «fs Intluence me Too wsdl beh man's ontcle cael = ° ; 

. ern many o seend herring tnJo 
| | a Thayer's 72 woe ot 

16. Did the others agree with your identification? a or? © 

17. Other observers who independently identified this bird: Jom kent, ess Sileak, Re Bers 

Hes tified The birel. ZL personaly tte ft nb? lave jiclentrfled He byrd by mysel®. 

18. Books, illustrations and advice consulted, and how did these influence this description: 

Godfrey —Birds of Qnedy 
19. How long after observing this bird did you first write this description? <,,. char, 

Signature: Jtpket K. Phyo a Address: /A3G Subves [vr : is 4 
pate: 2-AG-S/ City, State:_ Waterloo , iain: 

—_—a 


