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8 Nov 1988 Classification: A-P 
Saylorville Res., Polk Co., IA 
*S. Dinsmore, ****** 
to 28 Nov; IBL 59:15, 77, Dinsmore 1989 

DOCUMENTATIONS 

Steve Dinsmore, 8-28 Nov 
Mark Proescholdt, 9 Nov 
Ann Johnson, 9 Nov 

Jim Fuller, 10 Nov 
Robert Cecil, 19 Nov 
Diane Porter, 11 Nov 
Ray Cummins, 19 Nov 

PHOTOGRAPH 

Steve Dinsmore, 9 Nov, P-0267 (IBL 89:22) 
REFERENCES 

Field Reports: IBL 59:15, 22 
Records Committee: IBL 59:77 
Photograph: IBL 89:22 (P-0267) 
Dinsmore, S. J. 1989. Rock Wren at Saylorville Reservoir. IBL 

S93 322. 

VOTE: 1-A-P, 5-A-D, l-abstain 
A-D. Well seen by m.ob. Apparently also photographed. 
A-D. (did anyone get a photo?) Documentations conclusively 

describe Rock Wren (some weaker than others) but good group of 
descriptions. I have no problem with this record. 
SENT TO: Steve Dinsmore, 4024 Arkansas Dr., Ames, IA 50010; Mark 
Prescholdt, Box 65, Liscomb, IA; Ann Johnson, 532 120th Ave., 

Norwalk, IA 50211; Jim Fuller, 6 Longview Knoll, Iowa City, IA; 
Robert Cecil, Des Moines, IA; Diane Porter, 908 East Briggs, 
Fairfield, IA 52556; Ray Cummins, 609 S. Main St., Centerville, 
IA 52544. [3/29/89]



ROCK WREN AT SAYLORVILLE RESERVOIR 

STEPHEN J. DINSMORE 

In the early afternoon of 8 November 1988, I was birding the Cherry Glen 
Recreation Area of Saylorville Reservoir, Polk Co. At 3:08 p.m., I heard a 
distinctive "tick-ear" call coming from the rock rip-rap along the lake shore. I 
mentioned to Beth Brown, who had joined me, that it sounded like a Rock 
Wren. I quickly tracked the bird down and, sure enough, it was a Rock Wren. 
Beth and I watched the bird for about fifteen minutes and noted the 
following. The bird was definitely a wren because of the body shape, long 
tail, and bill shape. The bill was dark, thin, and very slightly decurved. The 
legs were dark. The bird was sparrow-sized, although there were no other 
birds for direct comparison. The upperparts were light gray with some 
lighter speckling on the back. The tail was buffy and contrasted with the 
color of the rest of the bird. The underparts were white with some blurry 
streaks on the flanks. Throughout the observation, the bird would alternately 
pause and bob up and down several times. This behavior is characteristic of 
Rock Wrens. 
The bird was very cooperative and many birders saw it on the rock rip-rap 

between the two Cherry Glen boat landings through at least 28 November. 
This is the fifth state record in the last fifty years, the second from Saylorville 
Reservoir. The other record from this location was 22 November to 8 
December 1986 (Padelford, L. and B. Padelford. 1987. Rock Wren at 
Saylorville Reservoir. Iowa Bird Life 57:62). It is interesting that both records 
from this location have been in late fall and the birds have frequented the 
rocky rip-rap along the lake shore. Perhaps regular checks of this habitat in 
late fall would produce more sightings of this species. 

4024 Arkansas Dr., Ames, IA 50010 

Rock Wren, Saylorville Reservoir, 9 Nov 1988. Photo by S. Dinsmore. 
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REVIEWS 

Birds in Minnesota by Robert B. Janssen. Minneapolis: University of 

Minnesota Press. 1987. 352 pp., hardbound $35.00, paperbound $14.95. 

REVIEWED BY W. ROSS SILCOCK 

In the early 1970s, when I first became interested in recording birding data, | 
marvelled at the concise way Imhof’s Birds of Alabama summarized a large 
amount of data. As a birder, I found that these data could be used to 

pinpoint almost to the day when to look for a certain species. In 1975, after | 
had moved to Iowa, I began to collect arrival and departure dates not only 
from Iowa, but from neighboring states, with the aim of predicting more 
accurately when to look for certain species. Thus I was thrilled to see the new 
(in 1975) Minnesota Birds, written by Janet Green and Robert Janssen. Here 
was a book which was even more concise than Imhof’s, presenting in brief 
bit readable form the data needed for a birder to be able to pinpoint the best 
time to look for a given species. Because Minnesota is directly north of Iowa, 
I could expect to see birds a few days earlier or later than the dates given in 
this book. I felt that the basic strength of this book was its success in 
presenting as much information as it did without overwhelming the reader 
and in a form useful to the field birder interested in distribution, both 
temporal and spatial, of a state’s birds. Thus, with a great deal of anticipation 
I opened a copy of the update entitled Birds in Minnesota, authored by Robert 
Janssen, this time in a solo effort. I was also a little fearful that the successful 
approach used in 1975 might in some way be changed, possibly for the 
worse; however, I was not disappointed. This new book was not a reprint 
with just a few new dates inserted, nor was it a radically altered version. 
Most of the species accounts, however, are revised and rewnitten and reflect 
the author's dedication to up-to-the-minute record keeping and his extensive 
coverage of Minnesota’s birding localities, many of which he and his birding 
colleagues have made famous. 
The general outline of the new book is similar to that of its predecessor, 

including sections introducing the geography and geology of Minrtesota, an 
introduction to the species accounts, and the accounts themselves. There are 
a few minor changes in the form of the new book, and one rather major 
change in emphasis. This involves the section entitled in 1975 "Geography 
and Ecology of Minnesota’s Birdlife,", which consisted of a standard 
summary of landscape regions, vegetation types, and lists of species of birds 
which were considered typical of each. This type of summary is useful but 
probably derives from the days when, in many cases, state bird books were 
written in a detached and objective manner. The new book is an example of 
the difference in emphasis seen when a local expert writes subjectively on his 
beloved state’s birds and birding localities. Here, Kim Eckert provides a well- 
written and in places rapturous essay whose title indicates the difference 
between the two approaches: “Minnesota; unique geography, diverse 
habitats, rich avifauna." Eckert places much emphasis on Minnesota’‘s 
specialty species, and, as he states, "Minnesota clearly emerges as one of the 
prime birding states visited by birders from across the country." 
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OOCUMENTATION FORM 

Species Shock Wren 

mic Plarmy 2] 

Locationvbaylorvilile Reservoir, Polk Cow.-Cnerry islen Rec. Area 

Habitat Snoapping around in roack ripcrap alang lLakesnoare 

Vale Sh 0 Moy i?8s 

Time yas Oo—-21 20 p.m. on & Nav 

Hbservers Name and address:5ateve Dinsmore 4024 Arkansas Or. Ames, IA 

OO LO ' 

Withers who Saw bird:iketh Brown, m.ob. 

Description of bird:il was scoping the lake tor waterbirds when | heard 

a distinetive “tick-e@ar®" call from tne riperap along the lakeshore 

agpout YS yards away from me. lL immediately got out of the car and 

tracked cown the bird, which i recognized as a Hock Wren because of 

the size@, coloration, distinctive call, and bobbing behavior. 

The bird comtinually hopped amond the rip-rap as if watcned it for 

aver iS minutes. The bird would alternately move among the rip-rap 

and then pause and bob up and down several times. i Nave seen this 

DenNaviaor an many other Rock Wrens. The bird wae clearly a wren 

because ar the long tail, chunky body, bill shape, and behavior. The 

bird seemed sparraw-si sod. although there were mo other birds nearby 

for comparison. The loner nition were light gray with some Lighter 

speckling on the back and wings. The long tail was buffy colored, and 

contrasted strongly with the color of the back. The leas were dark. 

The underparts were white with same pale gray streaks oan the breast 

ANd S1de. The undertail coverts were burty. The bird mad & light 

@YeLiInNG and a dark eye. The bill was dark, slender, and slightly 

cecurved. I Neard the charactersitic “tic 5 te call orougniv £0 

Limes, Aas well as aA raspy chattering noise, almost Like it was 

scolding us. The bird +trequented the same area through at Least £0 

MEY « 

Similar species and how eliminated: fhe size, behavior, gray upperparts 

and butty tail, light @yeline, and call @liminate other wrens. 

YiewLng conditions and equipment: Viewing conditions were excellent 

with very good light. Estimated viewing distance was as close as 20O 

+e@eet. [T used Bausch and Lomb «40 binoculars. 

Mr eVvLOLUS @xperLlence with species:iT Nave seen numeragus Rock Yrens in 

Wes herr U.S. and one individual at SaylorvilleG in fail i’de. 

Reaterences cansulted:NbS Field Guid 

How long betore tield notes were made@rduring observation 

soege 

How long berore this torm was completed’. hours



DOCUMENTATION FORM for extraordinary bird sightings in Iowa ¥ ¥-3) 

What species? Ro ok Wyvern How many? | 

Location? Cex Slen arta — Say lorui lle. 

Type of habitat? late yvoks Qaind boulders Oreund lscoct Vamp 

When? date(s): AJov. 9, /78&% time: (0:3 Sam. tol) 30 am. ~ Cappreki wate 
Who?your name and address: Mork Proescholdt , Lis Comls, Teor 

others with you: Beth Proescholdt, Eugen€_and Eloise. Acmstrova Knight 

others before or after you: Steve Dins move. ’ Reth Krew lw 
ee. 

Describe the bird(s) including only what you observed. Include size, shape, details 
of all parts (bill, eye, head, neck, back, wing, tail, throat, breast, belly, under 
tail, legs, feet). Also mention voice and behavior. 

AS we pulled ite Cherry Glen, Eugene. and Eloise fad 

\yOM watching the. Poek Wren fr alsout an hour, We. walked 

dow the \po oct tn p foward the wren which was calling on 

occas@~n. It Popped out of the rocks Pare hopped rom 

wock ey ack; r+ sobbed as it walked at Himes, Tt wac 

Zo- 4 feet away and was hrownish and dark en it baat and 

tty somerkat on is beast” and quite butt en its rump, a 
£ lew acess the boat am ps to the other Side. and. Showed 

bhutty tel tips dutrastng with a black Sulbsevmival hamd. pt 

itd a Shrertg light eye stipe. 

Similar species and how eliminated: 

T+ would be similar fo amothey wren species but all the 
WMS are quite different and distuerive- 
Did any one disagree or have reservations about identification? No 

If yes, explain: 

Viewing conditions: give lighting, distance (how measured), and optical equipment: 

, 1 Y 30-60 Ret atthe Various times we observed he wren: 
Previous experience with species and similar ones: | 

Have seon seme Rock Wrens out West amd at Saylorville +mo Years ago, 
References and persons consulted before writing description: 3 

Robbins’ Birds of A. Anocica, Natl Gesq. Bicds of W America, Rit; Retecseows Field guide. 
How long before field notes made? Mov. 1a, 19¢8 this form completed? Nov. (2, 19x 

MAIL TO: ‘—H-Kent>-Fiett Reportstditer,—2ht Richards Street;—_lowa City IA52240 
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DOCUMENTATION FORM 
Extraordinary Bird Sightings in Iowa 

Species: _Rock Wren 

Location: Cherry Glen boat ramp, Savlorville Lake, Polk County, IA —— mn 

Habitat: Rip-rap along lakeshore and boat_ramps _ re 

Date(s): 11/9/88 Time: 8:43 a to 8:5) am ee ee ee 

Name and Address: Ann Johnson, 532 120th _Ave., Norwalk, Lowa 50211 

Other observers: none _ 

Describe the bird(s) including only what you observed. Include size, shape, 
details of all parts (bill, eve, head, neck, back, wing, tail, throat, breast, 
belly, under-tail, legs, feet). Also mention behavior and voice. 
"Large wren with dark leas, eyes, and bill." Bill apvpneared qood sized and 
relatively straight. "Eyestripe" was "pale". "Light throat and breast" were 
"Very finely streaked" with the "color changing to a rusty buff on sides and 
lower belly. Very distinct heavy barring on underside of tail and undertail 
coverts. Head and back were a dull brown with some darker spottinag/mottling." 

Color got "rustier on the rump and taii." The short flights didn't allow much 
observation, but "light patches on the corners of the tail" were discernible. 
The bird bobbed and called (chuck-ee') as it worked its way up the hill in the 

rocks to where it admired itself briefly in the mirror on my Bronco! 
Similar species and how eliminated: 
Size eliminated the more expected wrens. Light streaking on breast eliminated 
the somewhat similar canyon wren. * 
Did anyone disagree or have reservations about identification? NA 

If yes, explain: 

Viewing conditions: give lighting, distance (how measured), and optical 
equipment: 
Overcast morning, observed through binoculars at distances of 

10'-30'(estimated). 7 
Previous experience with species and similar ones: 
A number of both canyon and rock wrens have been seen on trips west. 

References and persons consulted before writing description: 

None prior to field notes; National Geographic Field Guide consulted prior to 
completion of this form. 

How long before field notes made? immediately How long before this form 
completed? 9 hours 



DOCUMENTATION FORM for extraordinary bird sightings in Iowa gy 73 

What species? %(@¢& Le Er” How many? / 

Location? Sa ehetustle j,¢SECU DE -~CMVELY BLE) DoF SS 

Type of habitat? LOCKS 

When? date(s): “2 wUwVearnr’ JPLF time: TH 9SIt0 FSA 

Who?your name and address: 777 Vat La pa i I se eee, LI7Y 

others with you: OWE 

others before or after you: “7-74 - 

Describe the bird(s) including only what you observed. Include size, shape, details 
of all parts (bill, eye, head, neck, back, wing, tail, throat, breast, belly, under 
tail, legs, feet). Also mention voice and behavior. 

bands.cas S/Db ont Che AEA, SE bcs Cl CE SS ntecke 

Tyr dow lb SPAR CA LS EE 

Levee L0lbY LIME FHL — Cvirr2FZ2 tide fae ee, DALI 

Bye el AE TBCLOTICG LPB PR" BBAGYF AYATTE MA Zea 

BUS Latiwted tet the 64 GOCE ae Few aD a™. L
E 

SIEM * ALL. LS A
 LHAE~- LEW AG SEALS fed t 

Dhipe Le6nwt7E Les" Pee Sr YKAAT CAOI
T hei soph GEE 

Og bb BY PBA Sa Oe C4bNE A
O CIEE ote ween} Laid) 

V7 Pee aa SrgPattey ¢ \FPEGE At A | SLRS. «eC 

Wt SPMD PrP (7 KAD YL PEP S2/C07] Dt 
pe A) Lisl — 

ODES qi éte tel) R. fetlin Bboten C PEO MLE 
VHS Bétete THE bial: THE LEbl

 Cee AOL AE Lee) 

Bevte, Ctpttle § FRE Bit Cf) POE LICE Ke
 SILER 

CEM IO TO, PE ee ae Tae ee 

THY 7 Soawetg Fe (PE LIME " FREEEE ©, bet ef 

GAH FP wweonte IOC PPE ABET Fo Skee AS Aue Save 
Similar species and how eliminated: 

Did any one disagree or have reservations about identification? 

If yes, explain: 

Viewing conditions: give lighting, distance (how measured), and optical equipment: 

SUS Mev. CLEC SLOES 

BFyPl BweletntsS 15-50 Fe 
Previous experience with species and similar ones: weev ~2 JHE tES 7 

SEVELIL  FFaaet” : 

References and persons consulted before writing descriptio
n: ALVTAL O FOL CLADE 

How long before field notes made? pawe7rZ7E this form completed? / he Keciel 

MAIL TO: T. H. Kent, Field Reports Editor, 211 Richards Street, lowa City IA 52240



DOCUMENTATION FORM 
For Extraordinary Bird Sightings in lowa ZS ~ 2) 

What species? Rock Wren (Salpinctes obsoletus) 3 How many? 1 

Location? Cheery Glen area of Sailorville Lake, Polk Co., IA 

Type of Habitat? Heavy rock rip-rap on lake shore 

When? date(s): Nov. 19, 1988 time: Afternoon to 

Who? your name and address: Robert Cecil 32/7 S. 6th, Keokuk, IA 

Others with you: Lom Kent, Francis Moore, John Cecil, and a host of others 

Others before or after you: Ray Cummins, the Proescholdts, Steve Dinsmore, and a host of others 

Describe the bird(s) including only what you observed. Include size, shape, details of all parts (bill, eye, 

head, neck, back, wing, tail, throat, breast, belly, undertail, legs, feet). Also mention voice and behavior. 

Received word the bird had been found on the 19th (AM), so we looked in the 
afternoon after failing to find it in the morning. The bird was flushed by others, 
and Francis and I headed for the spot. Francis drove the bird through and from a 
depression in the rocks, giving us what were initially fleeting views. Noted over 
the course of the observations were the following: The bird remained low, flying 
in short flights from rock to rock. It also stopped a couple of times on the sand 
on the beach. It appeared to be primarily brown above and much paler below. The 
bill was thin, and almost straight - only slightly curved. In flight, the tail 
showed a slight dark band near the tip, and a slightly lighter terminal band. Overall, 
the size was similar to or slightly larger than a Carolina Wren - body proportions 
were quite similar. 

On several occasions, the bird issued a short, trill. On another, it repeatedly 
made a "tick-ear'' call note, which was probably the most diagnostic field mark I 
noted. 

No bobbing of the body was noted. The cinnamon rump was not apparent to me, nor 
was spotting on the back, nor was theslight throat streaking. If I had not been 
concerned about unduly disturbing the bird (and if it had not already been conclusively 
identified, and if it had not been colder than hell), I probably would have spent more 

Similar species; how eliminated: time looking for those field marks. 
This bird was obviously a Wren, but too large for any other regular Iowa Species but 

Carolina. Carolina, with which I am very familiar, has deeper brown back, more conspicuous 
supercilliar stripe, and more curved bill. Canyon has dark belly. 

Did any one disagree or have reservations about the identification? No 

If yes, explain: 

Viewing conditions: give lighting, distance (how measured), optical equipment. 10x40 Binocs. 
Distance perhaps 30 ft. Lighting conditions OK - I believe it was overcast - forgot to note. 

Previous experience with species and similar ones: Have rier Rock Wren in Arizone, but view 
was briefly of one bird. Have seen numerous Carolina's 

References and persons consulted before writing description: Used National Geographic after 

sighting. Also used to look at Canyon Wren during writing this 

How long before field notes made? None this form completed? 2 days. 

Send completed form to Field Reports or CBC editor (address on back cover of Iowa Bird Life).
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DOCUMENTATION FOR ROCK WREN 

Species: Rock Wren How many? One 
Location: Cherry Glen, Saylorville Reservoir. Between the two boat ramps. 
Habitat: Big dam rocks at shore of reservoir. 
Date: 11/19/88 about 3 P.M., a cold and windy day. 
Name and address: (Michael and) Diane Porter, 908 East Briggs, Fairfield, IA 52556. 
Other observers: It's been on the bird line for most of November. The IOU group failed to 
find it in the morning. Midafternoon Mark Proescholdt and Beth Proescholdt told us they 
had just seen the wren. Michael and I went and found it also. 

Description: 
Wren came out from between some big rocks, about ten feet from the water, perched 
briefly on a rock, and despite the cold wind sang the song of the rock wren. Its fairly long 
tail was cocked up. Its back was grey and its rump was a little (but definitely) rusty. It had 
a fairly long bill and a more streamlined appearance than a house wren. Throat and breast 
were very light. (Streaks on breast were not visible, light eyeline could be imagined but 
not sworn to, and buffy outer corners of tail were not observed.) 

Species I considered: 
Song ruled out other wrens; habitat strongly indicated rock wren. It was too big and too 
light beneath for a house wren. Tail too long for a winter wren. 

Reservations: None. 
Viewing conditions: It was an overcast day, but not really dark. Distance about 75 feet 
(est.). Duration: two brief looks of about 10 seconds each, during one of which the bird 
sang. 
Previous experience: I have seen a lot of rock wrens in Arizona and Southern California, 
always in rocks. Most were in desert; one was in the bed of a rocky stream. I am familiar 
with all the North American wrens except the sedge wren. 
I reviewed all the wrens in the standard guides the day before going to see the rock wren. I 
made notes immediately after viewing the bird. This report is written on 11/28/88, nine 
days after the sighting.
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DOCUMENTATION FORD 
For Extraordinary Bird Stahtings im Iowa 

What Species? Reek Were ee 3 How Many? — 1 SPORE SEED SOFEE SOEDE SERED LOOET BOONE HOLE SEEEL SELES BOTEE BOREL CEFR GOOEY HOES EEEES BORE OPED HOLES BOTRE HOEES ROOEE GOTOH HERES SERHE BOERS Gene HOOEE HESS SOLES OOOOH EHOES BnOEe HEED Sener Heeee Seeee OOOSS SO0CS OHOEE FO008 CORE GREER SEREe sence Sees 0088 Seees SEES (weees soeee 

f : 

Location? ee ENT Tie Reservoir, Polk Co ek 
4 
2 

SAOOS OO0OF SORES FOCEG OHEES COREE OOOEE O8500 89EEE 0O8E8 Cnere Stone SEE88 sence MOORe CO08S SEES BEERS OPEES GEESE FEES BOSS SeOne BEEE GOnee SHE00 SEESe Cenee SeEee 

When? date(s): oo evegwer i9th if7ee cima: LO:OSAM toe Los 2idam 

Describe the Bird(s) including only what you observed. Trelucde S726, share 

POOR CONRE SOEET OEEE OPOET BOOTS CREST CONSE COTES FOEER BETTE CHES OOEES COERe SH900 Cnnee SEESe Eneee 20008 CROSS 9004 SOEs B000e BEESe ESE CREST SEEES BEDE SeCes 

Others with yous Lit BOON 

bre 
Others before or after yous ee ee ‘. 

by 

details of all parts (bill, eye, head, neck, back, wing, tail, throat, breast, 
i belly, undertail, legs, & feet 

¢ am 

Similar species; haw eliminated: Finely streaked white breast eliminates all 
al] other wr 

Alsa mention voice and behavior. 

: : ; 
: arge wren with grayish-browr back, long bill, finely streaked white A lars | : : breast and throat, white eyeline, buffy lower sides, chestnut tial and rume 

with buffy outer terminal spots an the tail. Soma heard, but 7 days later T 
can't describe it, someday I'l] learn to take field motes on all birds I want 

document. 

Wi
 

ef 

Did anyone disagree or have reservations about the identification? rie 
20008 Cones SeSee Senne SOeee CenEe SeEee Senee 

If yes, explain: 

Viewing conditions: give lighting, distance (Chow Measured) , optical SLT Snes 
10x50 Nikon binoculars in goed Tight (cloudy but good contrast) estimated 10. to... 
iSyds — 

yaw Tong before Field nates made? 7 days This form completed? 7 days : Parte 

Rae Pereric 

F 

this year. 

r 2 and Ppersans comsulted before writina description: Birds of Nerth 
rica NGs 

Previous experience with species and similar ones: sighted in Texas in August 
of. ;


