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1. Size and shape — The bird was crow size or slightly smaller. The head was 
large and rounded as in other owls but the body seemed more tapered and the tail 
was long. 

2. Color, feather patterns, etc. — The owl had light gray facial discs that were 
framed in black. The bird hada dark upper breast or throat band with a wider white 
band just below it. From the white band on down, the breast and belly were light 
gray covered with fine dark horizontal bars. The back and wings were brown-gray 
with white spots. The tail was barred. The eyes were yellow and the hooked beak 
was very pale yellow. 

3. Behavior — In flight the Hawk Owl was swift and direct, like an accipiter, 
with rapid wing beats. It would usually swoop up and land in the very highest part 
of a tree very much like a shrike. The bird would occasionally jerk its tai] up and 
down in Kestrel fashion. The owl was quite tame and would perch at the tip top of a 
tree and it usually sat at a slight angle to the branch it was on not perpendicular to 
it aS with most owls. 

The bird represents the first lowa record of the Hawk Owl to be supported by 
photographs and documentation. The only other Iowa records are unreliable and 
not supported by data. E. James, 1823, in Account of an Expedition from Pitts- 
burgh to the Rocky Mountains Preformed in the Years 1819, 1820 list the bird 
among others from this area but has no details. Anderson, 1907, included the Hawk 
Owl in his book Birds of lowa on the basis of two reports from George H. Berry that 
he had taken a Hawk Owl in Iowa and observed another in December 1903 near 
Cedar Rapids, Linn County. No specimen or any other details can be found. 

This Hawk Owl was very cooperative always being in the same area so many, 
and I mean many, birders could find it. 1 am sure the newly-founded Iowa Birdline 
was very helpful in spreading word of the sighting. I received calls from birders 
from as far as Indianapolis, St. Louis, and Kansas City who heard about the bird on 
the Iowa Birdline and were coming to Iowa to see it. 
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GENERAL NOTES 

Black-legged Kittiwake at Saylorville Reservoir — While birding the grassy 
north shore of the Saylorville Dam around 11:00 a.m. on 12 December 1981, I 
noticed a very different gull flying nearby over the lake. 

My first impression was that it was a Sabine’s Gull as the wing pattern 
consisted of dark primaries and a light triangular patch on the trailing half of the 
wing. The gull seemed trimmer — slimmer and smaller — than the hundreds of 
Ring-billed Gulls on the lake and larger than the Bonaparte’s which were still on 
the lake. As the gull flew by a moment later, I got a good look at it and quickly 
began taking notes. 
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Its bill was slimmer than a Ring-billed’s and all black. The underparts were 
white. The head was white with a small oval spot just below and behind the eyes. It 
had a bar on its nape. The back from the nape bar to the rump was gray. The wings 
were gray, lighter on the trailing edge, with a bar extending from the middle of the 
base to the wrist, which contrasted with the overall] color of the wing. The 
primaries were dark, nearly black. The tail was white, notched, and had a ter- 
minal band. 

Consulting Robbin’s field guide I found that it was not a Sabine’s Gull, but a 
Black-legged Kittiwake in immature plumage. 

I contacted Dick Mooney in Des Moines who later joined me along with his wife 
and Margaret Brooke to observe the bird. We watched the bird for about 45 
minutes after which time I birded other parts of the lake. At 3:30 p.m. I returned to 
the dam to view the bird one last time swimming not more than 100 feet from 
shore. Other birders were contacted and could not find the bird the next day. JOE 
SCHAUFENBUEL, St. Lucas. 

Black-legged Kittiwake at Dubuque — On 6 Dec, 1981 Russel] Hays, Francis 
Moore, and I were observing a mixed group of Herring and Ring-billed Gulls at 
Lock and Dam 11 at Dubuque, Iowa, when Russell picked out an odd looking gull. 
Francis quickly located the bird in his field guide and confirmed that we were 
indeed looking at an immature Black-legged Kittiwake. The bird was judged to be 
about the same size as a Ring-billed Gull as we watched it feed with the other gulls. 
The dark spot behind the eye and the black bar on the nape of the neck were easily 
noted on the basically white gull. The black wing tips with no white spots and the 
black slashes running diagonally from the bend in the wings to the back were very 
distinctive. We also observed the slightly forked tail with a black terminal band. 
Tom Kent from Iowa City relocated the bird the next day. This sighting represents 
the fourth Iowa record of the Black-legged Kittiwake to be supported by positive 
documentation from more than one observer. There are also two other records. 

The Kittiwake was viewed in excellent light at distances of 100’ to 300’ with 
7x35 binoculars and a 20x scope. BOB MYERS, 1236 Sylvia Ave., Waterloo, lowa 

Final Report of the ‘‘One Day Eagle Counts’’ — For the past three years the 
National Wildlife Federation’s Raptor Information Center has conducted an an- 
nual January National Eagle Count. I still coordinate the Mississippi River count. 

With the Rapter Information Center having State coordinators wha publish 
their results, it is no longer necessary for me to publish mine. Each year my ac- 
counts have appeared in the Illinois Audubon Bulletin and Iowa Bird Life. Other 
articles on eagles might be written for these journals. The reports summary that 
follows will show the results of four periods of five years each. 

percentage of 
year adults immatures notaged total immatures 

1977 622 274 30 926 30 
1978 977 416 53 1446 30 
1979 1077 300 30 1407 22 
1980 992 422 5 1419 30 
1981 1094 382 35 1511 26 
Total 4762 1794 153 6709 27.2 

In the above figures which includes all of Illinois, the Mississippi River along 
Illinois border and along Tennessee and Kentucky, as well as inland in Kentucky. These are the areas I used in my counts. Areas covered each year are fairly 
consistent. It is not possible to have the exact coverage each year. My counts were mostly designed to show immature total population ratios. 
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