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Groove-billed Ani Record Number: 87-24
19 Oct 1987 Classification: A-P
Jacob Krumm Wildlife Area, Jasper Co., IA
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photos; IBL 58(1) cover, 20, AB 42:17, Koenig 88

DOCUMENTATIONS

Darwin Koenig, 19 Oct

Jim Fuller, 22 Oct

Jim Dinsmore, 22 Oct

Francis L. Moore, 23 Oct

Thomas J. Staudt, 23 Oct

Thomas H. Kent, 24 Oct

Ray Cumnmins, 25 Oct

Robert Cecil, 25 Oct

Peter C. Petersen, 25 Oct

Nicholas "Nick" A. Kubik, 25 Oct

Carl J. Bendorf, 27 Oct

Hank Zaletel, 11 Nov
PHOTOGRAPHS

Bob Myers, 22 Oct, P-0231 (IBL 58:26)

T. H. Kent, 24 Oct, P-0241 (IBL 58(1) cover, AB 42:17)

Brian Blevins, 25 Oct, P-0232
DRAWING

Brain Blevins, 29 Oct 1987 (IBL 58:26)
REFERENCES

Field Reports: 58:20

Koenig, D. 1988. Groove-billed Ani in Jasper County. IBL 58:26

Photographs: IBL 58(1) cover (P-0241), 26 (P-0231), Am. Birds
42:17 (P-0241)

Records Committee: IBL 58:74
VOTE: 6-I-P, 1-I-P or 11

I-P, a very nice bird.

I-P, Excellent group of documentations that convincingly
describe Groove-billed Ani.

I-P, Many exellent documentations were submitted for this well
observed bird.

I-P, Well-documented vagrant at expected time of year.

I-P or II (no photos circulated) (I’d like to vote against it
just to see what you’d do, but won’t. I might not survive the
experiment.)



GROOVE-BILLED ANI IN JASPER COUNTY
DARWIN KOENIG \1 ) s

I ety b
A1 530 p.m. on 19 Oct 1987, | flushed a Groove-billed Ani from a patch of
prairic vegetation in the Jacob Krumm Wildlife Arca in Jasper Co. The bird
was foraging on the ground among the prairie grasses when it flushed and
flew to a low tree branch about 20 fect from where | was standing. The ani
was observed for about 20 minutes at distances of 10 to 300 feet.

It was approximately the size of a Common Grackle with all black
plumage, long floppy tail, and a thick puffin-like bill. The ridge of the upper
mandible was slightly lower than the crown of the head and did not curve
sharply downward to meet the forchead (unlike the Smooth-billed Ani
which has a high-ridged upper mandible, higher than the crown and curving
sharply downward to meet the forehead). 1 did not notice any grooves on the
bill during my first observation, but did on later observations. The ani was
subsequently seen by numerous observers and photographed. It was still
present at the area on 25 November.

This is the third known record of an ani in lowa. Musgrove (1948) reported
on a specimen of a Groove-billed Ani in a private collection in Osceola Co. A
Smooth-billed Ani was reported on 22 Oct 1966 from Cedar Rapids (Brown
1971). Both of these records were lacking in details and were later listed as
Ani species (Dinsmore et al. 1984).

LITERATURE CITED

Brown, W. . 1971. An annotated list of the birds of lowa. lowa State ]. Sci. 45:387-469.

Dinsmore, |. . et al. 1984. lowa Birds. Ames: lowa State Universily Press.

Musgrove, |. W. 1948. The Groove-billed Ani and Mountain Bluebird specimens in lowa col-
lection. lowa Bird Life. 18:70.

Box 389, Montezuma, 1A 50171
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Groove-billed Ani, Jacob Krumm Wildlife Area,
22 October 1987 Photo by Bob Myers

Drawing by Brian Blevins

26 lowa Bird Life

ANOTHER RUFOUS HUMMINGBIRD IN CLAYTON CO.{ i
LARRY STONE '\

When a strange looking hummingbird visited our feeder in St. Olaf on 10-11
July 1986, | at first tried to dismiss the bird as an atypical Ruby-throated, but
we later documented it as the first Rufous Hummingbird for lowa (Stone
1986).

When another Rufous Hummingbird (perhaps the same one as last year?)
came to St. Olaf this year, we were able to identify it immediately. This dis-
tinctive adult male bird had rusty-bronze plumage on its back, tail, and head.
The contrast with the emerald-green Ruby-throateds that also use the feeder
was obvious. The gorget was bright, and more orange than on Ruby-throat-
eds and this bird also seemed plumper.

The Rufous was first seen about noon on 29 July, and was last observed
about 8 a.m. on 3 August. It apparently visited the feeder periodically for
nearly five days, although we were gone part of the time and were unable to
keep detailed records. Usually the bird came to a sugar-water feeder a few
inches outside a kitchen window, within easy viewing distance of people
seated at a table inside. Frequently the Rufous perched in a honeysuckle
bush near the feeder, or in an arborvitae tree several yards away. It was rel-
atively tame allowing people to approach to within 15 feet. Assuming the
bird was the same one that we saw in 1986, we'll be waiching in anticipation
of its return in 1988!

LITERATURE CITED
Stone, L. 1986. Rufous Hummingbird in Clayton County. lowa Bird Life 56:121-122.

Box 68, 5t. Olaf, 1A 52072

Rufous Hummingbird, St. Olaf, 30 July 1987. Photo by Larry Stone
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Green Violet-ear al Asheville, North Carolina, October 21, 1987+

This tropical species has strayed to Texas and Arkansas, and
possibly to California, but no one expected it in North Carolina.
Photo/Jerrv Young

Le Conte's Sparrow near Roanoke, Virginia, October 24, 1987
Photo/Brian Patteson.

1“‘1; ¢
Juvenile Sabine's Gull at Wisconsin Point, Superior, Wisconsin, : Mh.
October 28, 1987. Judging by reports from the continent as a . s g
whole, the numbers of these pelagic birds appearing in the interior ~ Groove:billed Ani in Jasper County. lowa, October 24. 1987
this season were remarkable. Photo/Robbye Johnson. Photo/T. H. Kent.

Black-shouldered Kite in McKenzie County, North Dakota, Sep-  Prairie Warbler at the Tornillo Rest Stop, Hudspeth County, Texas,

tember 30, 1987. This was a first record for North Dakota, and  November 19, 1987. First record for the El Paso region. Photo/
the kites had evidently nested at this location. Photo/David O.  Barry Zimmer
Lambeth.

) & LD 3
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A Groove-billed Ani in Iowa

At 5:30 p.m., October 19, 1987, I flushed a Groove-billed

Ani (Crotophaga sulcirostris) from a patch of prairie vegeta-

o eed

tion in the?Krumm Wildlife Area, Jasper County, Iowa. The bird
was foraging on the ground among the prairie grasses when it
flushed, flying to a low tree branch about 20 feet away from
where I was standing. The ani was observed for about 20 minutes
at distances of 10 feet to 100 yards.

[t was approximately the size of a Common Grackle

(Quiscalus quiscula), with all black plumage, long, floppy tail,

and thick, puffin-like bill. The ridge of the upper mandible
was slightly lower than the crown of the head and did not curve
sharply downward to meet the forehead (unlike the Smooth-billed
Ani, C. ani, which has a high-ridged upper mandible, higher than
crown and curving sharply downward to meet the forehead). I did
not notice any grooves on the bill at the time of my first ob-
servation, but did on later observations. The ani was subseque-
ntly seen by numerous observers and photographed. It was still
present at the area on November 25.

This is the third known record of a ani in Iowa. Musgrove
(1948) reported on a speciman of a Groove-billed Ani in a pri-
vate collection in Osceola County. A Smooth-billed Ani was
reported on October 22, 1966 from Cedar Rapids (Brown 1971).
Both of these records were lacking in details and were chan-

ged to Ani sp. (Dinsmore et al. 1984).
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DOCUMENTATION FORM for extraordinary bird sightings in Iowa 3-, —2~

What species? ool LBALLEY Auar/ How many? /

Location? A @x»nm PEFIFELE TR L Pl TS

Type of habitat? Loy Awvs 20iy LEE25

When? date(s): ey S5 time: so/25 to ro) /0

Who?your name and address: <727 flriife L Lovg oty Ky  COrE Towa Cv7v

others with you: = # 4 Aen/ 7#ei 2 Lerfrisod 7

others before or after you: 200

Describe the bird(s) including only what you observed. Include size, shape, details
of'aﬂ parts (bill, eye, head, neck, back, wing, tail, throat, breast, belly, under
tail, legs, feet). Also mention voice and behavior.
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Did any one disagree or have reservations about identification? A/

If yes, explain:
Viewing conditions: give lighting, distance (how measured), and optical equipment:

LORRY T Lud¥ = CLaudT - Gy 36 Biaveces i IS G -5 KFET
Gocs  Lifih  CowdliTToN & F £

Previous experience with species and similar ones: ok

References and persons consulted before writing description: ws7.4 L Eoi PN it iDE

How long before field notes made? , »mfz 4 7 this form completed? /o wbu<’

MAIL TO: T. H. Kent, Field Reports Editor, 211 Richards Street, Iowa City IA 52240
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RDOCUMENTATION FORM

Species? Groove-billed Ani

How Many? one

Location? Erumm Wildlife Area, about 4 mlle& SW of Grinnell in Jasper
County

Habitat? overgrown brushy-weedy area

Date? 22 UOctober 1987
Time? first seen at 4.45 p.m., seen again about 5:15
Observers Mama and address: Jim Dlnsmure, 4024 Arkansas Drlve, fAmes

Dtherb who saw bird: Jim and Pauline Mairs, BEob Myers, Darwin Foenig,
Steve Dinsmore, Carol Thompson

Description of bird: Fairly large, all black bird with very long tail.
Appreared to be somewhat larger than a grackle. The plumage was all
black but some irridesence on head and back was evident when 1 got a
good look at the bird. The tail was very long, approaching being
equal to the rest of the body in length. The bill was very high and
somewhat parrot-shaped with the end curved down and almost hooked. It
appeared to be humped upward on the top (but on viewing plate of
Smooth-billed, not as high as in that species). In my second view,
when the sun was right, grooves were evident running along the length
of the bill.

Similar species and how eliminated: Smooth-billed Ani-similar in
appearance but doesn 't have the grooves on the bill.

Viewing conditions and equipment: First saw birds at distance of about
40 yards and against the sunj; was easily identifiable as an ani but
couldn 't see mnuch more than profile. Later saw it at about 30 feet
and with sun behind me; was seen well and could see details of the
bill, etc.

Frevious experience with species: Have seen Smooth-billed Ani in
Trinidad and Tobago but not this species before.

References consulted: Robbins—after I had written down the above
description.

How long before field notes were made? Bird noted carefully in the
fimld

How long before this form was completed? Next morning



DOCUMENTATION FORM for extraordinary bird sightings in Iowa S
What species? G «ouse —billed An} (Crohpkaﬂa. SJQ ]rc‘a‘l('vi..i)m'l many? |

Locatton? Yo mi N.of T-86 dken 235 m M. i Gavuwel soad i Srssak K ssmm
Wildlde Aveas, Jasper Ca
Type of habitat? Bfuyk*‘,\—LwaL}L agrea neav Swall pond in a Oo censevvalion ara,

When? date(s): Octobevr 23,1947 time: 7ol am. to .43 a.m.

Who?your name and address: Fvane,s L. Moore 33¢ Rickieid St Watecloo (A 52703

others with you:_Tecm Stacdt flowa @ihy: Calt Berniv Knisnt lowu City: Cpal Uher,
) - o w ¢ cloe

others before or after you: m ob.

Describe the bird(s) including only what you observed. Include size, shape, details
of all parts (bill, eye, head, neck, back, wing, tail, throat, breast, belly, under
tail, legs, feet). Also mention voice and behavior.
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Similar species and how eliminated: Phis bird ¢1d wet have the high vidged opper
mand ible as & Smocth -b.lled »"1%.' s ' k.:_.,{; i+ also had ) | grod yes veamiw
foomn the tip of Tha vpper mandibu 4o the wppor baje of Fhae bill , Smoo tu-o,llad

does mot have +his. | Y
Did any one disagree or have reservations about identification?_Ao

If yes, explain:

Viewing conditions: give 11'ght1‘_]ng, distance (how measured), and optical equipment:
b""""‘j mosf of f""f, Seen Na r ey |§f¢.’~\.n’.‘25, ('_Jd;ixfﬁf v.l-(_ 'PW‘(‘ = {'1.-131* fhm_,.}[,
cameve lens, S52én ¢S.ng 16 K40 bincovlars , 20 X Lo telescopi®, ©CO inm telephete leas

Previous experience with species and similar ones: No previcus €xpivience co i th “an 4
h.l '5#1!(4'1.’.5-

References and persons consulted before writing description: N.,e

i i

How long before field notes made? 1S mie. this form completed? hrs.

MAIL TO: T. H. Kent, Field Reports Editor, 211 Richards Street, Iowa City IA 52240



DOCUMENTATION FORM for extraordinary bird sightings in Iowa 53 ﬂ‘(

What species?  (omuyc b/ /d  An. How many?

Location? Tucol Kiimbn fark akepr Grrngl

Type of habitat?,. wurnd forge yress. goqus “hhr 20595 | Singll T s prvoib g
When? date(s): )2- gaf'é'? time: 9‘;;; to, 9 - 37

Who?your name and address: 7 Aosws 1. S%o/AF 1503 A pidan pr. Towy z,'?

others with you: Fvunc s  mic  Cof $B<rne  1Ru ¥

others before or after you: 7~ F//Avr  nvh

Describe the bird(s) including only what you observed. Include size, shape, details
of all parts (bill, eye, head, neck, back, wing, tail, throat, breast, belly, under
tail, legs, feet). Also mention voice and behavior.
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Did any one disagree or have reservations about identification? -

If yes, explain:

Viewing conditions: give lighting, distance (how measured), and optical equipment:
15T $\gh) Sanay clear | 5 yrd S L7
2nd S EHE RS 20FRF A 50 yds .
mie SIS At Eemerl-Llii
‘i Fler @5
References and persons consulted before wr1t1ng description: ~zn <

Previous experience with species and similar ones: #27¢,

How long before field notes made? - e c& Gih #this form completed? ...« <.
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DOCUMENTATION FORM

For Extraordinary Bird Sightings in lowa i 5744
What species? C‘—y-ww-(,;,W H"M' How many? [
Location? Jﬁw — Kﬂwwa\ P,
Type of Habitat? EJ}, A e bt
When? date(s): 24 Ot {187 ] time: (0 o to /0£ Gk,

Who? your name and address: | 1 om ar H-M’:’—'HL', U acbars Ff:, /J\/ad?(} M T2z,
Others with you: BvicJih Ceef Clides il Bak eod Kb Foe T, St g Jveks, fufs Brnm f
7 T T

Others before or after you: s win Eered 4 bt ofL,,,

Describe the bird(s) including only what you observed. Include size, shape, details of all parts (bill, eye,
head, neck, back, wing, tail, throat, breast, belly, undertail, legs, feet). Also mention voice and behavior.
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Did any one disagree or have reservations about the identification? /iy
If yes, explain:

Viewing conditions: give lighting, distance (how measured ), optical equipment.
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Previous experience with species and similar ones:
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References and persons consulted before writing description: Ho-e o~ Th ;4}2 ‘

How long before field notes made? / D b this form completed? 7— Lo +s

Send completed form to Field Reports or CBC editor (address on back cover of Iowa Bird Life).
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What species? Groove-billed Ani How many? _just one.

Location? Jacob Crumbb Wildlife area in Jasper (I think) Co., Iowa

Type of habitat? Brushy area behind dam, also grassy areas, mowed areas.

When? date(s):Oct- 25 time:10:00 AM g 10:30

Who2your name and address: Robert Cecil 327 S. 6th, Keokuk, Ioaw 352632

others with you: Tom Kent, Tom Stone, Chuck Fuller, John Cecil, about a dozen others.

others before or after you: about everyone.

Describe the bird(s) including only what you observed. Include size, shape, details
of all parts (bill, eye, head, neck, back, wing, tail, throat, breast, belly, under
tail, legs, feet). Also mention voice and behavior.

We spend at least two hours beating the brush below the dam, and were finally
standing on the dam talking, sort of given up. The bird flew into sight, landing in
a small tree in excellent view. In flight the bird was about the lenght of a Grackle,
but othery than they were both black, the similarities ended there. Noticable was the
dangling, jointed tail in flight. Sitting, the bill was conspicuous, large , culmen
well curved. When viewing through a scope, the grooves of the bill were evident. The
bill clearly did not rise above the crown of the head. The bird' eye was dark. Also
noticable was the plumage, which, although obviously all black, showed little "arrowheads"
on the neck and breast. I couldn't tell if this was irridesense (sp?) or if the feather
edgings were just lighter, but they were certainly noticable.

The tail was quite long, perhaps longer than a Grackle. No "V" in the tail was noted—-
it was generally flat. As noted above, the "jointed" effect was evident.

In overally length and bulk, the bird was similar to a Common Grackle.

We watched the bird for some time as it moved from the little tree to the ground
in the grass and then to some heavier weeds. On one occassion, the bird was observed
eating an insect.

similar species and how eliminated: Common Grackle does not have the massive bill of the
g&r obderved. Smooth-billed Ani has ungrooved bill, bill that rises above crown of head.
Also, Smooth-billed not expected as stray to Midwest.

Did any one disagree or have reservations about identification?_No.

If yes, explain:

Viewing conditions: give lighting, distance (how measured), and optical equipment:
Minimum distance, about 50'. Used 10x40 Zeiss binocs.,several scopes of 20x or more.
Lighting conditions--overcast but good.

Previous experience with species and similar ones: Have seen Groove-billed twice in
South Texas. Have not seen Smooth-billed. )
References and persons consulted before writing description:

H:JNwm]ong before field notes made? 6 ZWours this form comp]eted?_mﬂi_buj_

MAIL TO: T. H. Kent, Field Reports Editor, 211 Richards Street, Iowa City IA 52240
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DOCUMENTATION FORM for extraordinary bird sightings in Iowa jf -24f

What species?  graova-hillad Ani How many? _ one

Location? Krumm Wildlife Area at Grinnell, Iowa

Type of habitat? pond surrounded by tall prarie grass; brushy area behind dam,
When? date(s): 25 October 1987 time:4:;30 p,m,t05:00 p,m, (approx.)

Who?your name and address: Nicholas "Nick" A, Kubik R,2 Tama, Jowa 52339

others with vou:Pete Petersen, Ann Barker hyllis Ha s

others before or after you: I think Ray Cummins saw it in the morning,

Describe the bird(s) including only what you observed. Include size, shape, details
of all parts (bill, eye, head, neck, back, wing, tail, throat, breast, belly, under
tail, legs, feet). Also mention voice and behavior.

I observed an all black bird with a conspicuous long tail and huge
bill. The bird was larger in size than an adjacent Red-winged Black=-
bird, but not twice as large., The tail seemed to be equally as long
as the rest of the body. The bill was grayish-black in color and ap-
peared to be about the same length as the head, The bill was also
equally large with the head in the vertical dimension; in fact, it
reminded me of a puffin's bill. The eye was dark,

The bird flew across the pond in this manner: three wing beats fol=-
lowed by a short glide, then repeating. The bird retreated into
heavy brush cover,

Similar species and how eliminated:

The Smooth-billed Ani has a culmen or midline ridge of the upper mand-
ible that extends higher than the crown of the head., This bird did not
exhibit that feature.

Did any one disagree or have reservations about identification? _ no

If yes, explain:

Viewing conditions: give lighting, distance (how measured), and optical equipment:
I observed this bird with a 25x telescope from as far away as 100 yds.
and as close as 20 yds. The late afternoon sun was low in a cloudy sky.

Previous experience with species and similar ones: none
References and persons consulted before writing description:

National Geo *ranhic Society's Field Guide to_ the Birds of North America.
How long before ?ie d notes made? & hrs. this form completed? 26 Qctober 1987

MAIL TO: T. H. Kent, Field Reports Editor, 211 Richards Street, Iowa City IA 52240
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BIRD DOCUMENTATION FORM CARL J. BENDORF
825 7TH AVENUE
IOWA CITY IA 52240

SPECIES: Groove-billed Ani NUMBER: 1
LOCATION: Jacob Krumm WA (near Grinnell) COUNTY : Jasper
DATE: 27 October 1987 TIME: 8:40 AM TO: 8:45 AM

HABITAT: At edge of mowed park area and heavy brushy area along creek below dam of
small pond.

DESCRIPTION: I arrived and was putting on my rubber boots when I noticed an all
black bird feeding in the mowed grass area just at the edge of a brushy area. This
is same spot where this species had been seen several times in preceding days. I
put my binoculars (10X40 Zeiss) on the bird and slowly walked toward it. It flew
up into a small bare tree about 6 feet off the ground and began to preen its
wings. I approached within about 10 yards before the bird flew off in to the heavy
brush. I did not pursue it further. The sky was clear and the morning sun was full
strength and directly at my back. Below is based directly on my notes taken within
2 minutes after the bird flew off.

Basically all black bird. Overall length about that of a Blue Jay but body alone
was slightly smaller and slimmer than a Red-winged Blackbird. The tail was as long
as the body alone. The bill was very thick and black. It appeared to be fairly
straight at the base of the upper bill without any curving down or humped affect
at the forehead. Did not see any grooves or marks on bill, but it was kind of
glossy. The eye was black as were the legs and feet.

The feathers of the top and back of the head were kind of bushy or shaggy and were
tinged with a faint greenish iridescence. The black wings and tail were tinged
with a purplish iridescence which was most noticeable at the outer edges of the
feathers, and not in the center of the feathers.

The tail was loose and floppy. When the bird was perched in the tree, the tail was
frequently flipping back and forth. Attached is a rough sketch of the head shape
made just after bird flew off.

SIMILAR SPECIES--COMMENTS: Smooth-billed Ani would have a pronounced down curve to
the upper mandible before it meets the forehead. If an iridescence is seen on
Smooth-billed, it should be brownish or bronze, not green.

AGREEMENT/DISAGREEMENT OF OTHERS: Seen by numerous observers during preceding
week. No one else present when I was there.

PREVIOUS EXPERIENCE WITH THIS AND SIMILAR SPECIES: First for this species. Have
seen Smooth-billed in Florida in 1983.

REFERENCES, PERSONS CONSULTED BEFORE WRITING DESCRIPTION: None.

FIELD NOTES MADE? Within 2 minutes. THIS FORM DONE? 2 hours.
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sRooven BiLLeD AN NOVEMBER 1l 19%7 T,
KRUMM, NATURE PRESERVC , JPSPER COUNTY
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CLEAR sk, Suynny 28° wwo  0-5 nPn
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MawDi BLE

BIRD SEEY on GRoUND AT EDLE OF ResTve.eo PRAIRIE AUD MOWED
NEAR RENTEZS Houst
GRASS.

THE BIRD WAS WALKING ALONG THE EDGE FORAGING for Fogo.
waLKivb

APTER Mewree 20 YARDS AlowG THe EDGE, THE BIRD FouwD A GRASS -
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