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Great Black-backed Gull Record Number: 88-43
18 Dec 1988 Classification: NA
Lock and Dam 15, Scott Co., IA

*P. Petersen, *J. Fuller

also 19 Dec; IBL 59:42, 52, 77

DOCUMENTATIONS

Peter C. Petersen, 18 Dec

Jim Fuller, 19 Dec
REFERENCES

Field Reports: IBL 59:42, 52

Records Committee: IBL 59:77
VOTE: 5 A-D, 1 NA, 1 abstain

A-D. The combination of black mantle, leg color, "heavy" bill,
and large size are all consistent with Great Black-backed Gull. I
wish the observers would have considered and eliminated other
dark-mantled gulls.

A-D. Observers on the Mississippi should give exact details on
location of bird. "Larger than Herring Gull" is not very
specific.

A-D. Both documentations describe this species very well. They
both do a very good job of describing all necessary filed marks
necessary to describe an adult Great Black-backed Gull.

NA. Generally acceptable for GrBB Gull. However, nothing
eliminates Slaty-backed. Only Petersen saw bird flying, but did
not describe features to eliminate Slaty-backed. February
observations of the latter species (normally not to be considered
a possibility!) cast doubt on this identification. While Petersen
says head was white, Fuller says it was streaked ’‘on neck and
back of head’, just as was Slaty-backed.

REVOTE: 4 A-D, 2 NA, 1 abstain

A-D. Size larger than Herring would weigh against Slaty-backed
Gull although I agree a better size description would be helpful.
My minimal experience is that a Great Black-backed appears
monstrous compared to Herrings. This is a very noticeable
difference and one should be able to describe it in some way.
This and several other gull species are apparently becoming
common but they should still be described in more detail than
these two documentations. Spending time on the details is good
practice and it’s also the price one pays for the rewards of
finding good birds and having those observations accepted and
published.

NA. After first accepting this record, I have decided to take
a more conservative view and not accept this record. I agree that
the description could fit a Gr. Blk-backed Gull, but neither
observer did a good job eliminating other dark-mantled gulls.
These descriptions could easily fit the dark-mantled gull in this
area in Feb.

A-D. Size and large bill enough to convince me that it was not
a Slaty-backed.

A-D. I think that the size description from Petersen and
Fuller does make this a Great Black-backed when taken with other
ID marks. I think this size difference is significant enough to
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eliminate Slaty-backed.

abstain. Re. the NA vote--size eliminates Slaty-backed; also
heavy bill. This bird was clearly much larger than Herrings with
it. Fuller and I found the Slaty-backed and it had not been
overlooked for 8 weeks.

NA. I will hold to my original comments re. possibility of
Slaty-backed. Most bothersome is discrepancy in description of
two observers in head pattern--one says white, other says
streaked. This suggests to me that bird was not critically
examined for other possibilities, usually not to be expected this
year otherwise.

SENT TO: Pete Petersen, Jim Fuller, 6 Longview Knoll, RR#6, Iowa
city, IA 52240 [5/30/89]
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