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Great Black-backed Gull Record Number: 94-43 

23 Oct 1994 Classification: NA 

Black Hawk L., Sac Co., IA 

*Pete Ernzen 

IBL 65:15, 82 

DOCUMENTATION 

Pete Ernzen, 401 Taylor, Ida Grove [2/23/95] 

REFERENCES 

Field Reports: IBL 65:15 

Records Committee: IBL 65:82 

VOTE: 7 NA 

NA, Most likely identification is correct but documentation lacks head shape, bill color and 

shape, and mantle color. No other birds mentioned for size comparison. 

NA, The fact that the bird was intitially thought to be a Bald Eagle suggests that the bird had a 

dark mantle, but that point was never specifically made. Assuming it was a dark mantled gull, and | 

assume it was, Lesser Black-backed gull was not eliminated. The observer is to be commended for 

submitting a documentation even though the view was brief, and the bird was not well seen. 

NA, a large gull with white trailing edge is not enough detail to evaluate this sighting. The 

heavy overcast also would have made size more difficult to determine. 

NA, Possibly correct but should have more details for acceptance of an extra-limital record. 

NA, Not seen well enough to be sure. Ken Brock, regional editor of Field Notes, wrote as follows, 

"Great Black-backed Gull: Documentation inadegate. Bird poorly seen and poorly described." 

NA, No description of “black back." | guess this can be construed from him thinking it was a Bald 

Eagle (but this would make it a large brown backed bird). Was this because of size and color or just 

size? Cannot be much else but | think we need mantle and upper wing color on this one to be sure. 

NA, While | think that the observer’s conclusion is probably correct, the description is 

inadequate to justify same. Size is an important factor, but this ID is probably left unmade.
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