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DOCUMENTATION 

Peter C. Petersen, 235 McClellan Blvd., Davenport 52803 

[6/7/96] 
REFERENCES 

Field Reports: IBL 66:21 

Records Committee: IBL 66:97 
VOTE: 6 A-D, 1 NA 

NA, Most likely possibility, but at 1.5 miles? 

A-D, All field marks fit Lesser Black-backed except yellow 

legs not seen, do we have any record in Iowa of a gull this size 
with a back dark enough to be anything other than a Lesser 

Black-backed, if there is precedence for an aberrant plumage dark 

backed Herring then I would change to NA on this record, 

otherwise this is beyond doubt because of field marks as 

described. 

RE-VOTE: 4 A-D, 3 NA 

NA, NA voter correct. I misread this documentation to mean the 

observer saw it at 500 yards. 1.5 miles is too extreme. It would 

have been helpful to have had documentations from the other 

observers. 

NA, Most likely possibility, but at 1 to 1.5 miles I choose to 
change my vote to NA. 

A-D, If this was really 1.5 miles away, what eyesight! 
Description leads me to believe that this might be 
over-estimation of distance. 

NA, ID at 1.5 miles stretches the credibility of the Records 
Committee. 

A-D, Distance large, but size comparison adequate for ID, 

along with other features described.
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