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California Gull , Record Number: 96-60 

3 Nov 1996 Classification: NA 

Lost Island L., Paio Alto Co., iA 

x*Lee A. Schoenewe 

IBL 67:22, 82 

DOCUMENTATION 7 

Lee A. Schoenewe, 518 W. 4th St., Spencer 51301 [4/6/97] 

REFERENCES 

Field Reports: IBL 67:22 

Records Committee: IBL 67:82 

VOTE: 2 A-D, 5 NA 

NA, No direct comparison with other gulls makes size hard to 

determine. 

A-D, No description of underparts, but brown tail and dark 

wings should eliminate similar species. 

NA, I don't believe Herring Gull has been ruled out. If the 

mantle was changing to gray, it certainly appears to be a 

second-winter bird. However, there is no quantifying of the shade 

of gray, probably a difficult task anyway with a single bird. 

Especially with gulls of this age, bare part colors are soft 

criteria as they seem to vary all over the place. Comparative 

structure with known gulls is a more solid criterion for 

separating California from the more expected Herring. 

NA, I see no reason why this wasn't a 2nd-winter Herring Gull. 
Bill and eye color OK and leg color extremely variable. 

NA, Not enough detail of the upper surface (color, pattern of 

feather tracts, even color of neck and head, especially without 

any other gulls for direct comparison) of this bird for me to 
accept this record. I, also do not get any idea of the behavior or 
'look' of this bird compared to other gull species. Similar 

species were not completely eliminated as listed. 

NA, 2nd winter CA and Herring gulls v. similar--enough 

variation in eye and leg color to raise doubt on ID on this 

basis--need better description of primary and secondary (coverts) 

patterns. Age can be confirmed by tertial wear (worn in lst 
winter, fresh in 2nd winter). ID of imm gulls can be tricky by 
soft parts alone. 3



16- G0 
DOCUMENTATION FORM 

Species How many? CALIFORNIA Gy ule | 

Location?_W. Shoke of Lest /SIAND LAKE, Pato ALTO Co. 

Type of habitat? SHOREUINGE 

When? date(s): n/3/9bTime: 10:35 AM —- 10:55 AM 

Who? your name and address , 

lee Scwoenane sre w. 4! Se Sena IA SIZ0! 
Others with you None 

Others before and after you 
Describe the bird(s) including only what you observed. Include size, 
shape, details of all parts (bill, head, neck, back, wing, tail, throat, 

breast, belly, under tail, legs, feet). Also describe voice and 
rRSERVED Ae SIAGLE i. wADING wmf THE SUhF on A SAWS 

behavior. OBERVED Ai Tee MEMDING 2 FOIE LIED BY THE Peas? DISTAL BEACH Scqv 
DAR AND SKAELLY DEFINED FROM PINK/O(AY BILL, WHIek WAS 

Pic are NeAvY. Lye WAS DARK. MANTLE CHANEING 
Jo GRAY 40d 

NV. BIRD bas ONTINCTLY LARGER THAN 

7. —_— 2 UpheR AND ZnueR. PRIMARIES WERE DARE > IAN FUGHT 
ohageh arte now BCouoN WiTH wHiTe A THE Cum? SPeiTed 
No While WAS 
onl BROWN. zudeed 4 Seco WinTEKR BED. 

Similar species and how eliminated: HEROINE Gull ~ Sie, EYE 
QNb- HED Gung. ~ BL SRE, TAI ¢ WINTIPS IN FLIGHT AVVO LEE Lok 

Did any one disagree or have reservations about identification? 

If yes, explain: 

Viewing conditions: lighting, distance (how measured), and optical 
equipment: OAYYEAT/S IRN » 30-80 YOO; FX Yo BivoculslS 

Previous experience with this species and similar ones: 
NONE 

References and persons consulted before writing description: 

fETERSN WESTERN Guide, NAT'L GEOGRAPHIC, MASTER AUBUBSA) AVO 
How long before field notes made? Imm EDMATELY wets Seine GUILE 
this form completed? /)0 HoukRs” 

Mail original form to field editor for this season.


