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NA, No direct comparison with other gulls makes size hard to
determine.

A-D, No description of underparts, but brown tail and dark
wings should eliminate similar species.

NA, I don't believe Herring Gull has been ruled out. If the
mantle was changing to gray, it certainly appears to be a
second-winter bird. However, there is no quantifying of the shade
of gray, probably a difficult task anyway with a single bird.
Especially with gulls of this age, bare part colors are soft
criteria as they seem to vary all over the place. Comparative
structure with known gulls is a more solid criterion for
separating California from the more expected Herring.

NA, I see no reason why this wasn't a 2nd-winter Herring Gull.
Bill and eye color OK and leg color extremely variable.

NA, Not enough detail of the upper surface (color, pattern of
feather tracts, even color of neck and head, especially without
any other gulls for direct comparison) of this bird for me to
accept this record. I, also do not get any idea of the behavior or
'look' of this bird compared to other gull species. Similar
species were not completely eliminated as listed.

NA, 2nd winter CA and Herring gulls v. similar--enough
variation in eye and leg color to raise doubt on ID on this
basis--need better description of primary and secondary (coverts)
patterns. Age can be confirmed by tertial wear (worn in 1lst
winter, fresh in 2nd winter). ID of imm gulls can be tricky by
soft parts alone.
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Did any one disagree or have reservations about identification?

If yes, explain:
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Mail original form to field editor for this season.



