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DOCUMENTATIONS 

Mark Proescholdt, 9 Dec | 
Jim Fuller, 10 Dec 
Steve Dinsmore, 10 Dec 
Ann Johnson, 10 Dec 

REFERENCES 

Field Reports: IBL 60:52 
Records Committee: IBL 61:85 

VOTE: 7 A-D | 

A-D: Many viewers agree. All field marks visible; seen 
personally by myself, no doubts. 

A-D: Conclusively documented. 
A-D: Excellent description by all observers. 
A-D: The evidence from many observers is overwhelming. 
A-D: All descriptions note the same diagnostic field marks for 

Black-legged Kittiwake. There is no doubt about this record 
considering all descriptions from many independent observers from 
two different dates. 

A-D: Good documentations by Jim Fuller, Steve Dinsmore, and 
Ann Johnson. 

A-D: Good descriptions of a bird seen by many. ID contenders 
convincingly eliminated.



BIST 
| DOCUMENTATION FORM for extraordinary bird sightings in Iowa 

What species? Black — legged Ket wake How many? 

Location? Below Dam at Red Rock Resecvwir “— (Marien Ge.) 

Type of habitat? Grave | Bars and Flowing water 

When? date(s): S€C, _ 1989 time: R00 piv, to Ai 20 Pim, and =. 

Who?your name and address: Mack Roesclholdt, Ke X 65” Lisc@omh, Towa SO/YP 

others with you: Nowe. : 

others before or after you: Arwmstrongs Bob Myers, Aun “Sohusen, Seve Dinsmore 
, . Pem and Reid Allon 

Describe the bird(s) including only what you observed. Include size, Shape, details 
of all parts (bill, eye, head, neck, back, wing, tail, throat, breast, belly, under 
tail, legs, feet). Also mention voice and behavior. 

T saw this quil close +o me en a gravel hav thet looked 

Shap and different rem other gulls around is a ats body length 

was about the Site of @ Ring~ Billed Gull, at had aw all white head, 

a black got behind the eye, and a wkhed ail with a black tip + Ye 
dal, 24+ Jad a black bare en the nape of yhe neck. t+ had very 

dark \slack bars acress its inner Wis. This bird had light caloved 

leas, the Matienal SFeoqraphic 
Qui de sates that “a very few 

Yyourd ay 

have pinkish kas." a+ had black wing tes. Tt flou) ad Z had 

Similar species and how eliminated: } 

Bonaparte’s Gull ig swallex and lacks the hlack bay RCXOSS 
+o nagee and also jacks He. blakich bars across The inner wings » 

Did any one disagree or have reservations about identification? No 

If yes, explain: 

Viewing conditions: give lighting, distance (how measured), and optical equipment: 

} 

— 80 yards in Flight (estimated) 8X30 Rinocs 
Previous experience with species and similar ones: 

Have Sen OW num bor of Black-legged Vittiwekes new in Towa. 

References and persons consulted before writing, description: 
Rit: Referson guide , National Geographic Bids of North Amor 
How long before field notes made? white viCwug this form completed? ec. 26, 1947 

is 

MAIL TO: T. H. Kent, Field Reports Editor, 211 Richards Street, Iowa City IA 52240 



DOCUMENTATION FORM for extraordinary bird Sightings in Iowa 
89-457 

What species? SLAC -Kf6 060 KUVT/UWWVICE How many? 4 /Ywg7weEk 

location?-§-: Stew £69 Loce Dum~ Qheen Lou ve 

Type of habitat? ¢/¢7Ge 

When? date(s): “2 2é&cemBEC / PEF time: 7) SS N99 CK 4eny Ke Abb T /| Motte 

Who?your name and address: \””/”7 PULLERS OC Levit bi) Lewd REE Ltt Co S224 

others with you: Chip th pare. 

others /Sefore or after you: 2 * / VIZ 2) Sk CEN et a7 BB. wo L2S 

Describe the bird(s) including only what you observed. Include size, shape, details 
of all parts (bill, eye, head, neck, back, wing, tail, throat, breast, belly, under tail, legs, feet). Also mention voice and behavior. 

THE bit. peat SI AWAWC CW AP GAL EL BAR L3ELCZo JHE 
DY. Zr wal Rewtyeg (ME SIZE AK THE NEREBP Yul ~ 

BILlEDS ~Pw2  NTUEBBLY S79LLR Jot JAE KAeECAULS. I> 
NPD A SAALL  £Lewwaed SEA WI7N Ao OMLE PFE Avo 
5S CLOCK St#t7T BENwd JWE FYE S87 beAS yo Chie 
Bu pIVOHE CUO/2 . TRE  4fte Lens AAI7E SLLILE, AALEEDLLZED 
Fe BE DlWUTAAWED AwD LA77REL7 BE/Tko INE NEMO, £9702 

me shiglT 4 Sie wel Wed wit7é. THe wee (wage) 
KAD 8 OAC ee ae 

DAL FA THAF QF HE flOaE7 RIALLGVELEDS,  7HE {Be DEO 
live yal bien Bur AND 4A ABACK STRENK PBB? LULA 
Wivitvh (7 4£EbS Whi LLAY AlTNewih PLACE Wao BE 
é = , WP f2e erxce NGeW7 SP Zgen/ 
LYLEL TG). — SSVE Bre : a , fan WYP fe pub We DAR "PO PAYA FAA WAS SEE) On xe 
tent Av2 THE FHL NWAD A BLICK JRA IL Cue 
WwW UEED pu 47 JHE AUDLEE. SNE FHC EN# 

Similar species and how eliminated: SCALE LS hte cos ph LC, NOBBE DBA 
! BLES >= agg THI LINE POLE fire Met) MME A fhe ChiLAd. debe 

BLAME WiLED 20EN VET NACE 1 PE OWNEST LO cA MAPLE Le A WAPE Celle KED-LELCIA LY DLW HAE PYLS A427 AACE A JENA Saye 
Did any one disagree or have reservations about identification? ry C Aina, 

If yes, explain: 

Viewing conditions: give lighting, distance (how measured), and optical equipment: 
LILY SIDER P WC -— OL E4LAS’ - /$242 Fream7 ZAST Baw nace 
Av Ltt Pn CFS frm f~00O-ASO FARAS BTW fend FZ SL -Y SeLOvre 
tYITK 2OE-COK FYEASE 
Previous experience with species and similar ones: pew w, Save KECIV7IEHY 

THE LE) gut Clk ~L9ILAP “FY rons 
References and persons consulted before writing description: 
MT ZL favs. QNC. | 

How long before field notes made? “”774v77e this form completed? “~ *ex“es 

MAIL TO: T. H. Kent, Field Reports Editor, 211 Richards Street, Iowa City IA 52240



fad, S92 ULE LLL WE PAT Ba O0LS Oe NICE (HE $FOLMUIN ELT 
ty” SpbwtES Ct. Mts fb DELNUG ~PHIED FRVL ce CES 

SO YNTtE PxP KELEEA Le? (Po 

§4-Sl



87 57 

DOCUMENTATION FORM 

opecies?Riack-lagged Kittiwake 

Mow Many?l igt-w bird . 

Location TRed Rock Reservoir, Marion Co, 

Habitat ?feeding below dam with other quills 

DateT1lO Dec 1989 

Time?S: 36-10: 35 a.m. 

Cigervers Name and address: Steve Dinsmore 4024 Arkansas Dr., Ames 

Others who saw birdsMark FProescholdat 

Description of bird:When I arrived below the dam, I Linmecdi ately 
noticed the kittiwake feeding in the tailwaters because of the 
distinctive wing pattern. A striking black bar extended from the 
mid-portion of the bage of each wing outwards to the foreward bend of 
the wing, and from there it extended to the tip of the outermost 
primary. This pattern created a bold "W" pattern across the back of 
the bird. The rest of the upperwing was pale gray. During my 
ahservatian, the bird alternately fed below the dam with Ring-billed 
and Herring gulig and rested on a gravel bar near the spillway. I 
cantluded that the bird was slightly gmaller but much slimmer than a 
Ringybilled Gull. The tail was noticeably forked and was white xcept 
for a narrow black terminal band. The head was also white with a 
small, Black spot just posterior to @ach eye. The eyes and bill were 
dark, the latter being rather shart and stocky when compared to the 
bill of a Ring-billed Gull. A conspicuous black collar, not more than 
an inch wide, extended across the back of the neck. The remainder of 
the bird was white. Of interest was the color of the legs. The legs 
were clearly a dull pink color, in contrast to the black legs of most 
Ist-winter Black-legge@ed Fittiwakes. Fink lag color is rare, but does 
Qccur, im this species, 

Similar species and how @liminated: The gise, striking wing paktern, 
black collar, and forked tail are sufficient to eliminate other gulls. 

Viewing conditions and @quipmentsViewing conditions were excellent 
with very goad light. Estimated viewing distance was 3oO yards. I 
used Buschnell 7x35 oinoculars and & Buschmell 20-45. SPatktling scope. 

FPrevious @xperience with species: l Nave seen several Black-lLecged 
ERittiwakes in Towa and thousands in Massachusetts, ! 

References congultediNGS Field Guide to the Birds of North America 

How lang before fig@id notes ware made?while observing bire 

HOW Long betore this form was completed?s hours



59-57 

DOCUMENTATION FORM 
Extraordinary Bird Sightings in Iowa 

Species: _Black-legged Kittiwake - 1st winter 

Location: Red Rock Reservoir, Marion Co., IA 

Habitat: open water below dam on Des Moines River with gravel bars 

Date(s): 12/10/89 Time: 1:00 pm to_1:20 pm 

Name and Address: Ann Johnson, 532 120th Ave., Norwalk, Iowa 50211 

Other observers: none at time; Mark Proescholdt on 12/9 

Describe the bird(s) including only what you observed. Include size, 
shape, details of all parts (bill, eye, head, neck, back, wing, tail, 
throat, breast, belly, under-tail, legs, feet). Also mention behavior 
and voice. 

I observed this bird first in flight and later swimming in the river 
and standing on the ice. It was initially feeding directly below the 
dam with a number of ring-billed and herring gulls. It was one of the 
smaller gulls present and was easy to pick out because of the black 
"M" pattern to the wings, starting at the tip, including the outer 
primaries and leading back from the elbow across the wing coverts to 
mid-body. The inner primaries and secondaries were white, the 
remaining coverts and saddle were light gray, and the forked tail was 
white with a complete black tail band following the lines of the 
fork. The underparts were all white with the exception of black wing 
tips. The rounded head, which was observed better after the bird 
lighted, was white with a thin, slightly decurved dark bill, dark eye, 
and black auricular spot. A thick black collar was evident on the 
back of the neck. When the bird bent forward, this appeared to be a 
series of thin lines of feather edgings which in an upright posture 
meshed together to make a thicker band. Standing with other gulls the 
bird was much smaller than herrings and the rounder head and slimmer 
body made it appear slightly smaller than ring-billeds. The legs 
looked lighter than expected, more grayish, and the black stripe 
across the wing was very evident when standing. 

Similar species and how eliminated: 

Bonaparte’s, Ross’, Com. Black-headed, and Little Gulls eliminated by 
forked tail and collar; Sabine’s eliminated by gray saddle and neck 
collar; Red-legged Kittiwake eliminated by inner wing stripe and tail 
band 

Did anyone disagree or have reservations about identification? No 

If yes, explain:



®4q-5 
Black-legged Kittiwake 
10 December, 1989 
Page 2 

Viewing conditions: give lighting, distance (how measured), and 
optical equipment: 
Overcast with a few snow flurries. Viewed from estimated 100 to 200 
feet through 7x26 binoculars and scope at 25x. 

Previous experience with species and similar ones: 
Second consecutive year of observing first winter kittiwake at this 
location. 

References and persons consulted before writing description: 
National Geographic Society’s Field Guide to the Birds of North 
America was consulted prior to completion of documentation. 

How long before field notes made? during observation How long before 
this form completed? one day


