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Mark Proescholdt, 9 Dec
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Steve Dinsmore, 10 Dec

Ann Johnson, 10 Dec
REFERENCES

Field Reports: IBL 60:52

Records Committee: IBL 61:85
VOTE: 7 A-D

A-D: Many viewers agree. All field marks visible; seen
personally by myself, no doubts.

A-D: Conclusively documented.

A-D: Excellent description by all observers.

A-D: The evidence from many observers is overwhelming.

A-D: All descriptions note the same diagnostic field marks for
Black-legged Kittiwake. There is no doubt about this record
considering all descriptions from many independent observers from
two different dates.

A-D: Good documentations by Jim Fuller, Steve Dinsmore, and
Ann Johnson.

A-D: Good descriptions of a bird seen by many. ID contenders
convincingly eliminated.



89-57

DOCUMENTATION FORM for extraordinary bird sightings in Iowa
What species? B/CLCK—- legg}ec) Mt'H‘l' UJQJ(Q How many? ’
Location?_Below Daw at Red Rock Resexwiv — (Mavien &)
Type of habitat? Fvawel Bavs auwd —P[owivi? watex—

when? date(s):_Dec. 9, (989 time: 100 m. to_R:20pwm. awd "*'5‘3‘;‘-;,,;:
Who?your name and address: W'FK ?YOQ.SC‘M'& Ba X éb‘: LES’G:ML,ZI‘éw&S’O/KS’

others with you: Nowe.

others before or after you: Avrwstongs Bob mwers; Ann Tohwsen . Seve dingwove

' ) ) ) P ond Reld Allow
Describe the bird(s) including only what you observed. Include size, shape, details

of_a]l parts (bill, eye, head, neck, back, wing, tail, throat, breast, belly, under
tail, legs, feet). Also mention voice and behavior.

T saw s qull close Jo me en a qvavel bav that lsoked
5]'@"? and  different frew  othex gud[é avound 15 Locb.i IMM\
was about e sixe of a Ring-Biiled Sull, 2+ had aw all white head,
a black ot belind Hhe eye, and a wolched Hail wth o black Hip the
-}d‘l, 1+ )/mcl G LIQCK ‘m_‘r M H\a MR.PQ of the D\QCA/. T+ lﬂacl very
dx{'l{ U&CK bave acxess 5 fwwer wb&gg- This L't"‘-J‘ LlﬂJ "'5“’ C”"W‘z
legs. The patienal Seograghic guide slates Hhat “a very fw Youmq birds
have pinlish beas." 2 ad black wivg Hps. Tt flow and T had
goei loeKé at e L’v(cl [ 'plig\&'{'.

Similar species and how eliminated:
Bowapartes ull ¢ swallec amd lacks +he Wack bar acwss
the nape amd also jacks the blackich bars acxess fhe iuwer wings .

Did any one disagree or have reservations about identification? Ao

If yes, explain:

Viewing conditions: give 1igl_1t1‘n , distance (how measured), and optical equipment:
suwny with suw el wme | J0-30 yavds ew gvavel bav aud

Yo— 50 yaxds iw Plight (eé'{'iwrl'eb §X30 Biwocs
Previous experience with species and similar ones:
lave Seew oo wawnbex of Black-legge Kithwakes wow iw1owa .
References and persons consulted before writing, desgription:
R.T Retexsom quide , pMatena| GRoqraphic Bivds of Aevth Awen'aa
How long before field notes made? uu‘.m&?h@ﬁ this form completed? dec¢. 4, 19¢7
s
MAIL TO: T. H. Kent, Field Reports Editor, 211 Richards Street, Iowa City IA 52240




DOCUMENTATION FORM for extraordinary bird sightings in Iowa

’9-57
What species?  GLA -LFLL5D K777740.08E How many? / /129772,
Location?  Lftzesn Erp Lrew LDz - g ow. 7%

Type of habitat? /4 %<
When? date(s): /& ZfcenBéc /¥ T time: 7/SS APty crilrew fue Abax7 /Moo

Who?your name and address: ~///7 /‘Z{ziéf‘{’l b hewisyfr) e LEA Lo23 ey 320y

others with you: Culviw fgecish
otherscfngEE>or after you: £+ 47 Aen/ixrvi ). e E s o7 B e sos

Describe the bird(s) including only what you observed. Include size, shape, details
of.all parts (bill, eye, head, neck, back, wing, tail, throat, breast, belly, under
tail, legs, feet). Also mention voice and behavior.

THE Bres sedt SOl ol P GG BAE BELocs T

DA, T S Rowpw s THE S2F oF THE wEisess ol —
BresL EDL s NTUERBLY S PLEE A e Ao lr T

MAD A SALL | e FD NERD ol A DBEE FYE o

A BLGK S Pr7 BEuww aFE ECE THI7 LedS wir Lages
Buir prelf  ppesd . THE Bl peq) KErTE 442é24&2; A F D
Te SE DltonTali/EL  Fwd  LaipLE 7 SLCLe THE  NEds, 0
THE  SENST ¥ BELT W ERE WY (ofrTE. THE wEGE judps)
WAy A DAL K p AL o 0T ~4f72223€4?;_777V407 N o7 #<

—p P ATZE  E DANTZE SEEmF o BE Zﬁfi?? SLr A7 <
:;;;45e§gg TR TAAT 2 HE  Soal s .AZaeeﬁébez;ggJﬁ THE oy 95D
Ll feAS AT Bee7 AR A ARE JTREGL APPUT ULl v A
THR il A 1T LELS twElE AT, AT opp b ABLACE Leoploo ABF
i TR IHE Brio L ST OrrE ABri” _5:;v_fz;gk242{:
Awp THE  OAEE ! PATEE g ) [FES o @2Ffe
Vopls A THE A MDA BLACK  TELpwAL DD
v UV EED oar AT HE mparg.  HE TRL EnD

: — s 7
IRy TB B SLTT SEARL K/ TIE Gletld D ud Foudriey

Similar species and how eliminated: s, g-0e7m/r 7, .., LOE ol fw NHBEE O
JRAYLNL FHLE Ml POcS o7 s A Al coiime’. Comrors
LAk yEgAFD  OpFS e A s g S oA F T g Hh) SROEECL vy A
ABPE CoiuAdl REDLECLED LUTJWAE pail o7 YJoe 3 JEermiige )Ciyi7,
Jy&_

Did any one disagree or have reservations about identification?

If yes, explain:

Viewing conditions: give lighting, distance (how measured), and optical equipment:
FARL G VORI AL — OPECCGST - /s Far; FAS7 Bl il
AT L ITAVES g OO~ RSO TRBa S Lor T psensd T ) — Lol E

(o !TH  Ze—boX < FYEL/ELE
Previous experience with species and similar ones: s£4v v rams Loc72770

THE 25 spar ) CERE ~SOLAL P 1070
References and persons consulted before writing description:

NATTL L Foe Rl P rE
How Tong before field notes made? /7#7£2,477 this form completed? /> Sozeo s

MAIL TO: T. H. Kent, Field Reports Editor, 211 Richards Street, lowa City IA 52240



ﬁﬂw Va4 WHPFEE L vl PATEEY OpLS AT S E E S En
by JRBAE S Cttee AAS S DEEN s fokkbiD VL o G

D ATLE Al SGL 8D L
§9-51



8757

DOCUMENTATION FORM

Species?Black-legged Kittiwake
How Many?l lst-w bird .
Lucatian?ﬁad‘Rock Reservoir, Marion Co.

Habitat?feeding below dam with other gulls

Date?l10 Dec 1989
Tima?9:56~10435 a.m.
Observers Name and address:Steve Dinsmore 4024 Arkansas Dr., Ames

Others who Saw bird:Mark Froescholdt

Description of birdiWhen 1 arrived below the dam, 1 immediately
noticed the kittiwake feeding in the tailwaters because of the
distinctive wing pattern. A striking black bar extended from the
mid-portion of the base of each wing ocutwards to the foreward bend of
the wing, and from there it extended to the tip of the outermost
primary. This pattern crested a bold "W" pattern across the back of
the bird. The rest of the upperwing was pale gray. During my
abservation, the bird alternately fed below the dam with Ring-billed
and Herring gulls and rested on & gravel bar near the spillway. I
concluded that the bird was slightly smaller bubt much slimmer than a
Ring—billed Gull. The tail was noticeably forked and was white except
for a narrow black terminal band. The head was also white with a
small, black spot Jjust posterior to each eye. The eyes and bill were
dark, the latter being rather short and stocky when compared to the
bill of a Ring-billed Gull. A conspicuous black collar, not more than
an inch wide, extended across the back of the neck. The remainder of
the bird was white. 0f interest was the color of the legs. The legs
were clearly & dull pink color, in contrast to the black legs of most
let-winter Black-legged Eittiwakes. Pink leg color is rare, but does
peoury in this species.

Similar species and how eliminated:The size, striking wing pattern,
black collar, and forked tail are sufficient to eliminate other gulls.

Viewing conditions and equipment:Viewing conditions were excellent
with very good light. Estimated viewing distance was 30 yvards. I
used Buschnell 7x350 binoculars and & Buschnell 20-4%5x spotting SCOPE.

Frevious experience with species:] have seen several Black-legged
Fittiwakes in lIowa and thousands in Massachusetts.

How long before field notes were made?while observing bird

How long betore this form was completed?™s hours



8757

DOCUMENTATION FORM
Extraordinary Bird Sightings in Iowa

Species: _Black-legged Kittiwake - 1st winter

Location: Red Rock Reservoir, Marion Co., IA

Habitat: open water below dam on Des Moines River with gravel bars
Date(s): 12/10/89 Time: 1:00 pm to_1:20 pm

Name and Address: Ann Johnson, 532 120th Ave., Norwalk, Towa 50211

Other observers: none at time; Mark Proescholdt on 12/9

Describe the bird(s) including only what you observed. Include size,
shape, details of all parts (bill, eye, head, neck, back, wing, tail,
throat, breast, belly, under-tail, legs, feet). Also mention behavior
and voice.

I observed this bird first in flight and later swimming in the river
and standing on the ice. It was initially feeding directly below the
dam with a number of ring-billed and herring gulls. It was one of the
smaller gulls present and was easy to pick out because of the black
"M" pattern to the wings, starting at the tip, including the outer
primaries and leading back from the elbow across the wing coverts to
mid-body. The inner primaries and secondaries were white, the
remaining coverts and saddle were light gray, and the forked tail was
white with a complete black tail band following the lines of the

fork. The underparts were all white with the exception of black wing
tips. The rounded head, which was observed better after the bird
lighted, was white with a thin, slightly decurved dark bill, dark eye,
and black auricular spot. A thick black collar was evident on the
back of the neck. When the bird bent forward, this appeared to be a
series of thin lines of feather edgings which in an upright posture
meshed together to make a thicker band. Standing with other gqulls the
bird was much smaller than herrings and the rounder head and slimmer
body made it appear slightly smaller than ring-billeds. The legs
looked lighter than expected, more grayish, and the black stripe
across the wing was very evident when standing.

Similar species and how eliminated:

Bonaparte’s, Ross’, Com. Black-headed, and Little Gulls eliminated by
forked tail and collar; Sabine’s eliminated by gray saddle and neck
collar; Red-legged Kittiwake eliminated by inner wing stripe and tail
band

Did anyone disagree or have reservations about identification? No

If yes, explain:



_ €9-571
Black-legged Kittiwake
10 December, 1989
Page 2

Viewing conditions: give lighting, distance (how measured), and
optical equipment:

Overcast with a few snow flurries. Viewed from estimated 100 to 200
feet through 7x26 binoculars and scope at 25x.

Previous experience with species and similar ones:
Second consecutive year of observing first winter kittiwake at this
location.

References and persons consulted before writing description:
National Geographic Society’s Field Guide to the Birds of North
America was consulted prior to completion of documentation.

How long before field notes made? during observation How long before
this form completed? one day



