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DOCUMENTATION 

Paul Martsching 
REFERENCES 

Field Reports: IBL 53:55 
Records Committee: IBL 54:39 

VOTE: 7-IIlI | 

III, well seen-birds virtually in breeding plumage. 
III, good description.



x) 
Summary of Review of an Ornithologic Observation 

by the Records Committee 

of the Iowa Ornithologists’ Union 

SPECIES: SMITH*S LONGSPUR 

DATE SEEN: 17 April 1983 

SITE OF OBSERVATION: story county 

OBSERVERS: Pe Martsching 

DATE OF REVIEW: 1983 

METHOD OF REVIEW: Mailing to Committee 

CLASSIFICATION OF RECORD: mz1T 

COMMENTS: These birds were well-described and virtually in breeding plumage, 

The Committee unanimously accordrd this record a III vote. 

This was a well done documentation, _ 

The opinions expressed here are based on the information available to the 
Committee and should not necessarily preclude an alternate interpretation _ 
by those who observed the bird firsthand. — 

Any action may be re-reviewed upon submission of additional evidence. 

Explanation of Classification: 
I = labeled, diagnostic specimen, photograph, or recording available for 

review by the Committee : ee 
II = acceptable sight record documented independently by 3 or more observers - 

III = acceptable sight record documented by 1 or 2 observers = 
IV = probably correct record, but not beyond doubt 
V = record with insufficient evidence to judge , ee 

VI = probably incorrect identification, escapee, or otherwise unacceptable record 

Classification is based on the highest category agreed upon by six of seven 
committee members. | oe ES s



- Middlewestern Prairie Region , Stud = 

(Iowa, Missouri, Illinois, Indiana, Kentuck
y, Ohio) ot 

BIRDS: VERIFYING DOCUMENTATION OF AN EXTRAORDINARY SIGH
T RECORD. 
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ore pothole one eightth mile east of Larson Marsh in Story County, Iowa 
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Date: 37 s.431 1082 5. Time Bird seen: 11:0 to 11:55 

Description of size, shape and color-pattern (descri
be in great detail all parts of the x 
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plumage,. and beak and feet coloration, in addition, to the diagnostic characteristics, 
¢ 

but include only what actually was seen in the fi
eld): Avy, Pawn ed ‘s 

f streaked brown back; brown tail with prominent white edges - especially noticed S 
ww 

when just taking off; white shoulder patchy"brange-créam to orange tan breast 

and belly. None of the males had completely changed to summer plumage on the | > 

head, tho the batsk black pattern showed quite well on some. When three took 

off from the road abt 15 feet away from the car, the white shoulder patch : aw 

showed survrizingly well. Saw three which flew out of ditch onto road. They 

want back into ditch. Saw fwo more in snow é& grass on far side of ditch. Moved i 
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car ahead & stont: then saw seven take off from far side of ditch and one stayed 

7. Description of voice, if heard: [In the genemil noise of a few huncred Kansx Lapland 

Longspurs not definitely heard. 

8. Description of behavior: fedding in grassy area on either side of road ditch (which 

was nearly full of water). often out of sight in snow and grass. EY 

9, Habitat - general: near nothole in cornfield. 

specific: grassy areas along waterfilled roadside ditch 

| Similarly appearing species which are eliminated 
by questions 6, 7 & 8, Explain: 

Lapland longsour - has less white on tail edges, much whiter below; male 

reddish patch on back of neck & faikly heavy bhack streaks on sides - most 

of the males were more or less changed to breeding volumage, altho few had 

completely changed, > Ves/er Spaw ew Foes ra 7 — C34 Aad wore 1 Sere blr fare 
ton f[yeash & belly om 

11. Distance (how measured)? “([rite shoulder rated, . | 12. ‘Optical equipment: g x oO Baie 

as close as 15 feet. most distant observations not more than O feet away. culars 

13. Light (sky, light on bird, position of sun in relation t
o bird and you): 

overcast ; birds east and north of us , oe 

14. Previous experience with this species and
 similarly appearing species: ae 

saw last year at Larson Marsh: have seen all four Longspurs in South Dakota; | ae Be * / 

15. Other cbservers: Fred Whitford Paptard? wre aerby , 

16. Did the others agree with your identificati
on? | 

yes 

17. Other observers who independently identified thi
s bird: 

18, Books, illustrations and advice consulted, and ho
w did these influence this description: 

A Field Guide to the Rirds 
- Peterson 7 Woras. « Lei i a Le ae 

Birds of North America - Golden Press 

Me Lm Ah'3 Fivrgagenn 0 bof oe 
19, How long after observing this bird did you fi

rst write this description? 

notes while observing. description » 5 hours later. 
Paul MarP~sching , ~ Address: 1120 Marston 

ee ee ee : City,’ State: Ames, Towa 
wT Apis > tL IU 
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