
Records Committee, Iowa Ornithologists’ Union 

Black-legged Kittiwake 
21 Nov 1984 

Saylorville Res., Polk Co., IA 
*D. Thompson, *M./*B. Proescholdt, *Moore 
LBL 54:115; 55:57 

DOCUMENTATIONS 

Dennis Thompson (21 November) 
Beth Proescholdt. (21 November) 
Mark Proescholdt (21 November) 
Francis L. Moore (22 November) 

REFERENCES 

Field Reports: IBL 54:115 
Records Committee: IBL 55:57 

VOTE: 7-II 

II, Excellent descriptions. 
II, Well described. Good sketch by Moore. 

Printed: 09/01/93 

Record Number: 84-29 

Classification: A-D 

II, Note: the first documentation didn’t copy legibly. 
Probably doesn’t matter in this case. Francis Moore’s 
documentation is excellent.



(Iowa, Missouri, Illinois, Indiana, Kentucky, Ohio) 

BIRDS: VERIFYING DOCUMENTATION OF AN EXTRAORDINARY SIGHT RECORD, §Y~24 

1. ucies. luc k-ledcrech € ttiwa ke , 2. Number:___] : 

3. Location fo low oh aie at Sa yl mist Ile bes, AlL Ca. Fowa 

4. Date: Word Fey . 5. Time Bird seen: WO « to /0!30 

6. Description of size, shape and color-pattern (describe in great detail all parts of the 

plumage,- and beak and feet coloration, in addition, to the diagnostic characteristics, 
but include only what actually was seen in the field): at 

Bird wa's shalt sma ler than He Rong bi Medd au lls tues Ceding with. 2 wes 

* *% 

wore, all-cheriks. The back and % of he Upp wing es gm YS “The bill yes sme Il, black thy Wheg! 
“hed the le 4< were b luck. tail yes shghily forked with anobviers black band. 
7. Description of voice, if heard: 

8. pescription of behavior: Resem bleef g Boned +e s mola ht, We w lel plunge Mt6 the ne 
r a 

9. Habitat’ - general: outlet i | : : / 

s 

10. Similarly appearing species which are eliminated by questions 6, 7 & 8, Explain: 

Sum heey an shape ACTING 7% Bonaparte s . Vo direct COMPA Sow Wes ef Yer! laole : b ut capi of larger 

Lb ay ha (C-way in £120 atten Bonaparte’ vhruynbilect, Bhek dys , black halt. collar, and lek 
oF car jeg] bar he| ped elvmmate Bonawartes , Gray back took ecite ot Sabines, white ewe Freh khy Ys 

11. Distance (how measured)? Clos renge = bse then BO ues, 12. ‘Optical equipment: Bo 5 
’ 

13. Light (sky, te on bird, position of sun in relation to bird and you): 

7 Seve 7 Suu v7 lee hinef Wee , , . Gs 

14. Previous experience with this species — similarly appearing species: 

i? cerveel Ne. at Say orale rene ap Fam ler with Bo na poavte' . 

15. Other cbservers: eo 
my cele, 

16. Did the others agree with ycur identification? 

17. Other observers who independently identified this bird: ‘ 

18. Books, illustrations and advice vagy mee Pe and” how did these influence this description: 
8 Hed Robb ing Bor bow. wrth WR, low d at Harris mn 5 y Mat bew, hook ¢ later 

19. How long after observing this bird did you first write this description? Jweek 

Signature } : 

Date:__ { Ve “fey ; _City, State: , ; 

(over) 

. 
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DOCUMENTATION FORM for extraordinary bird sightings in Iowa f4~24 

What species? Black-leqged Ki Hiwake( Rissa tvidactyla) How many?__| im. 

@ ocation? Below clam at Saylorville heseweir , Polk ae , lA 

Type of habitat? Swift wotey atdam ovtlet 

When? date(s): ovembev 22, 1484 time: (0:26am. tO 10:2% a.m. 

Who?your name and address: Francis L. Moore, 33 Fairfield St., Watevlec, IA $0703 

others with you: None 

others before or after you: Dennis Thomopsen , before 

Describe the bird(s) including only what you observed. Include size, shape, details 

of all parts (bill, eye, head, neck, back, wing, tail, throat, breast, belly, under 
tail, legs, feet). Also mention voice and behavior. 

| was stand below the dau look +n thvav hk the an os «tHe J av li i an — 

pfec ies that might be there. | re to. about 4S minutes ae
 ee ae 

a Sma Wer Geil fly, over the dam and down 
+t Lt. putub loin ina On - sia Fok 

Haiing § | noticed was that Hu bivd had a davk ave: on tea Back of i453 neck 

ark a black band ot Hu wc of ifs fail.
 the bivds bill was black, Its eye was 

Liv . The bead, breast and belly was white expt fev a tmall blackish spot 

‘ds neck exterding down trward the Hak sod week an but ret 6oPrt ing 

arvdOend +e dant ot its neck. The 4a‘ | wre $ lt He, except hy a b
lack teem inal 

— band; it was also slightly Lavleed, The feet were da vk. the wing potter n Are S 

striking. The lzad ino cavern primavies weve
 black with ne white spots, 

The 

rest of tle Primaries ard 
Secondayies Wwe re white. f

irming “a triangle. Theve 

TMM ass a davk aren 1, whe vep
ew wing coverts 2x tend in Eee the outa? to - 

tle tailing avea of the Scapulars. tla westof 
tHe hy Loing coverts ond L. 

bac was a7 light grayish Celer. The vade~ wing Surtace w
as white €x apt 

; 4 , +h we . be bln oleish eter. 

+e Jeading few prim
aries wh ch — 

a davk ——~ ck high oe pre 

tani om | 

ima ries. 
pe . * 

+n‘ ' 
. | os 

Similar species and how eliminated: No othev 
small gull has a wing patrern like this Bird 

‘“ comp inortion with oa black evesut ov temlef + p ha (F of up py neek ar black fail 

band. 

black leading 6 

Did any one disagree or have reservations about identification? No Hot | Knew r 

If yes, explain: 

Viewing conditions: give lighting, distance (how measured), and optical equipment: 

Sunny , excellent viewing conditions, Seen fem approx. 46 +t. SO yavds at closest osing 
rox4to Leitz binoculavws- 

~ Previous experience with species and similar ones: Saw one other B
lack-legged Kittiwoke 

aA Locke + Dam ti ak Dubvgue on (2{6/81. , 

References and persons consulted before writing description: None 

How long before field notes made? § win. this form completed? G hy. 

MAIL TO: T. H. Kent, Field Reports Editor, 211 Richards Street, Iowa City IA 52240 

black bod 

én End of



| DOCUMENTATION FORM for extraordinary bird sightings in Iowa 1-24 

What species? black- legged Ki ts Wake, “mm. How many? / 

| Location? 22) lori [le Ke. Servorr : 

: Type of habitat? below) epilladay of dam , 

When? date(s): A/ovem ber I, IfeY time: /25 4-97 to /2/450 PM, 

Who?your name and address: Beth Pro e. scholdt, Li ¢cem 4, in 0 tide, 

others with you: Hark Hoeschold 7 Eloise “Gene Armstrong, faally tDigk 
: faarrey, 

others before or after you: Penny Th br : Francis Moore. Ir Garey L | . : ) rookKe 

Describe the bird(s) including only what you observed. Include size, shape, details i 
| of all parts (bill, eye, head, neck, back, wing, tail, throat, breast, belly, under 

tail, legs, feet). Also mention voice and behavior. | 
medium -s/zed pect ematley than the Mei 4- bills flyin aro und ;4 

this bird With so + Gray mantle ee. white bedy Aad (Nhkey Black wngh S 

with the black continurng on trom the wrist shntrr ACress 

the secondaries fo form an M pattern acress the MP Pee Mer Ags, 
T+ had adark bar dcross the ee a dark eye with q black spot 

behind the eve. Q black bi lf and @ narrow black band Gcress +he end 

of the tai / which was slightly lorked | but Seemed More So ty 

~ the jyndented back band |} oe | 
The fe ce) minute S 

Wwe Sawst the bied was Ayia , arid feedung Above the 
water syst hbehbw the spi lusar fe observed it ‘about 5 mrnutes 

| after whi'c hit £lew up ~ Over the dam, Y We did inp See vt 

Agarn 7n our hour of waiting, | | | 

Similar species, and how eliminated: /r»mature Bonaparte’ Gall'—rhis Kitrwake 
had no white in its wingtips 9s a Bonaparte’ , ¢ i+ had & black baron 
(7s ape. The tail appeaved vLed while a Bone partes i$ Shoh+y rounded. 
Did any one disagree or have reservations about identification? A/d 7 

If yes, explain: 

Viewing conditions: give lighting, distance (how measured), and optical equipment: 
‘Sanny Yay, Sun behinds, Gbout AC Yards atthe ch sest approx), | 
binoculars - Seon parking ht we Iroted Sown 99 Jul/ 

_ Previous experie with species and similar ones: Never Q kithi wa Ce, bat Séveva / 

(mmature Gna parte’s ic. ! te Ge 
Hy A ences and persons algae « 8 before writing description: Guides ; Petersen >) Kobbms, 

Ua dato te neste dyben Sec. Mes tyr Gurde. : 
How long before field notes made? @7 oNce this form completed? Mod ABST FS 

MAIL TO: T. H. Kent, Field Reports Editor, 211 Richards Street, Iowa City IA 52240



DOCUMENTATION FORM for extraordinary bird sightings in Iowa CY ~24 

What species? Slac — leaqe d | Ki Hiwake. How many? sy 

Location?__ =yust below Saylorville Dam  — Polk  ) 

_Type of habitat? Churwing water below reservoir dam in lave viver 
~ Val/oy 

When? date(s): ZY time: UA. 4S : ~ ae in (s):_ Alovembex al (984 time: 12: US to 12! 50 pw, apprerimahe times 
Who?your name and address: Mak Proes chold t+ ae SCom |, _ Pewear 

others with you: [eH Proe schold t+ Gene and Eloise Av sfOwVg Macgaver, Broa Ke 

Paulla and Richard Meonueu 
others before or after you: fleuws Thempcen —befre | ee. Maeere — atter é } 

Describe the bird(s) including only what you observed. Include size, shape, details 
of all parts (bill, eye, head, neck, back, wing, tail, throat, breast, belly, under 
tail, legs, feet). Also mention voice and behavior. , 

| An immature gull was Swooping low over the churning 
Ww atber be low Say lowvill ~ Daw, + lea Q. w ibe head with « 

blac ld chee Id spot and a dark bar acress the back of its neck, 

tt had black Wing +ips and very dark’ bars acress the en Wwikgs, 

the tal was slightly Orked with a black Yail baud. = dd at coe 

the legs ow Mis hivd. | , | 

TF was flying by itself, but ph Seemed —bIgge thaw the 
Bonaparte's gulls we lad Seek cre week earlier, TH was Swoop ing 
low OVEN the , Water , Then 4 Gained e lovatien , Buircled around 

a bit, and sailed over the dam. see was wt sen again by me 

Similar species and how eliminated: An Ln OCHA Bouaparte’s Gull des wt 

ave the black bax ew the nape ond bas white in the outer Primaries , 

Did any one disagree or have reservations about identification?_ Ko 

If yes, explain: 

Viewing conditions: give lighting, distance (how measured), and optical equipment: | 
t+ was a sunny, ciew day with the sun beliud us, Disteuces 
estwated. 7X35 Binoculars. 

~ Previous experience with species and similar ones: Fics+ sight ig of oa Kittwele. 
Sow quite a few immature Bonaparte gulls at Saylorville one week befeve, 
References and persons consulted bd hg writing description: Notl, Gesg. Birds of NHN, America 

Rt, Retdersens Birds Gast of the Rockies, Rebbins’ Birds oF MV, America | : 

How long before field notes made? Rigkkt atte. this form completed? Mov. 23/484 

MAIL TO: T. H. Kent, Field Reports Editor, 211 Richards Street, Iowa City IA 52240 


