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Golden-winged Warblers were reported including eight at Van Meter
S.P., Mo., May 15 (KH, CHo). Five “Brewster's"” Warblers were
reported from Ohio, Indiana and Illinois. Tennessee Warblers were
generally abundant beginning with Apr. 17 arrivals at Chicago (MD)
and Henderson County, Ill. (LM) and one at Waterloo, la., Apr. 21
(FM). A normal number of Orange-crowned Warblers was reported
beginning Apr. 13 at Chicago (TM) while a very late migrant was at
Big River S.F., Ill., June 5 (LM). A Magnolia Warbler appeared at
Lacey-Keosauqua S.P., la., Apr. 18 (JSa) while one lingered at
Chicago through June 12 (AA). Cape May Warblers received mixed
reports. Five sightings in lowa and 3 in Missouri were normal. Early
Black-throated Green Warblers returned to McCreary County, Ky.,
Mar. 20-21 (NS, RBa). Cerulean Warblers were scarce in many areas
but not Mammoth Cave N.P., Ky., where 100 were noted May 1
(DN). An early Yellow-throated Warbler returned to Pike County
W.M.A., IlL., Apr. | (RSa). This species continues to expand N as
evidenced by 13 in Van Buren County, la., Apr. 18 (JSa). A Bay-
breasted Warbler returned to Lacey-Keosauqua S.P., la., Apr. I8
(JSa) while one at Chicago June 12 was late (AA). Early Blackpoll
Warblers were discovered Apr. 17 at Falls of the Rough, Ky. (KC)
and Maumee Bay S.P., O. (J, CH) and at Forest Park, Mo., Apr. 19
(RK). They passed through several areas in good numbers. A Prairie
Warbler at Lansing W.M.A., la., May 23-30 (tRMy er al.) was
noteworthy for lowa. Palm Warblers were also quite common begin-
ning with a Mar. 28 migrant at S. Bend, Ind. (T & LS). The mid-April
overflight scattered N. Waterthrushes across the n. states while a
Louisiana Waterthrush appeared at Ledges S.P., la., Apr. 2 (1JR).
Connecticut Warblers were reported in good numbers from all states
except Missouri while Mourning Warblers were also widespread.
Hooded Warblers were observed in increased numbers in n. states. A
bird appearing to be a Wilson's x Canada Warbler hybrid was
described in detail from Chicago June | (1PC).

BLACKBIRDS THROUGH TANAGERS — Bobolinks passed
through most stales in fair numbers although 80-100 in Bullitt and
Jefferson Cos., May 8 were unusual for Kentucky (DP). A very early
migrant appeared at Marias Temps Clair W.M.A., Mo., Apr.4(G &
TB). Western Meadowlarks in Lyon County, Ky. (S, FS), Pickaway
County, O. (JF) and Holmes County, O. (DK) were unexpected.
Yellow-headed Blackbirds returned to traditional marshes e. to
L. Erie but numbers were reduced in n.w. Indiana and n.e. Illinois.
Extralimital reports included one at Dayton April 21-29 (m.ob.), three
at Marias Temps Clair W.M.A., Mo., Apr. 23-May | (RW e/ al.) and
one at Farmington, Mo., Apr. 27 (RL er al.). Brewer's Blackbirds
were more numerous than usual in e. states; [llinois reports included 3
flocks of 20-32 birds and 100 near Meredosia in early April while 40
were observed in Fulton, Ky., Mar. 16-17 (BP) and nine in Knox
County, Ind., Apr. 3 (DJ). Great-tailed Grackles were present at
S.C.R. throughout the period with a maximum of 17 on Mar. 27 (L,
KJ). An early Scarlet Tanager returned to Dayton Apr. 14 (CM, PH).
Only six Summer Tanagers were reported n. of their normal range.
They were scarce in some s. localities.

FINCHES, SPARROWS — Black-headed Grosbeaks were dis-
covered at Champaign, Ill., May 4 (VL) and St. Louis May 12 (1CP
el al.) while one thought 1o be a hybrid was observed at Amana, la.,
May 10(1T er al.). Normal numbers of Blue Grosbeaks were reported
from within its regular range but one at Chicago May 19-20 was
unusually far n. (JL). Several Painted Buntings were found near Eagle
Rock, Mo., May 10 (MM). They are apparently rare but regular in
s.w. Missouri. Evening Grosbeaks were scarce with only 1-6 reports
from each state and ten or fewer birds at most locations. Purple
Finches were also scarce in most areas. The only noteworthy concen-
tration was 75 at Falls of the Rough, Ky. where a few lingered through
May 25 (KC). The House Finch expansion continued at 4 fast pace. In
Kentucky, they appeared at new locations in Warren, Barren, Casey
and Boone Counties. New Indiana locations included Porter and Vigo
Counties while as many as 11 were observed at Ft, Wayne (JHa). In
lllinois, up to five were regularly observed at Urbana (RCh) while 1-2
briefly appeared in Douglas and Vermilion Cos., and at Chicago. In
addition to the winter reports, Hoary Redpolls were also identified at
Laurens, la., Mar. 2 (RC, RH—ph.) and Toledo Mar. 22 ({ET).
Common Redpolls generally departed from s. areas by late March
although they lingered at M.M.W.A. through May 4 (JP). Among the
hundreds banded in n. Ohio were two “Greater” Redpolls (Carduelis
flammea rostrata). Pine Siskins were widespread with daily maxima
of 15-40 in most areas. Many lingered into late May and early June,
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While nesting was suspected at many areas, definite breeding records
included seven nests at Urbana, Ill. (RCh) plus single nests at
Naperville, lIl. (JWi), Davenport, la. (fide P)and Ames, la. (JD). Red
Crossbills appeared at 14 locations in all states except Kentucky. A
nest was destroyed at Des Moines (MBr) while late birds lingered
through June 1 at Columbia, Mo. (fide SS) and Sterling, Iil. (BSh).
White-winged Crossbills were equally numerous, appearing at 12
sites in all states except Indiana. A flock of 34 at Bernheim Forest,
Ky., Mar. 24 (LS) was the largest reported.

Lark Buntings were found May 4 in Fremont County, Ia. (tRP) and
Urbana, 1. (fRCh). Savannah Sparrows were numerous during April
including 117 at Spfld Apr. 9 (H). Le Conte’s Sparrows were reported
in normal numbers in w. states while singles were observed at 3
Illinois sites and in Gibson County, Ind. Small numbers of Henslow's
Sparrows appeared in all states; populations may be declining in some
areas. Sharp-tailed Sparrow reports included one at Spfld May 22 (H)
and three at Muskrat Slough, la., May 23-24 (1T er al.). Vesper
Sparrows were numerous during the April snowstorms with Apr. 9
flocks of 140 at Spfid. (H) and 75 in Johnson and Louisa Counties, la.
(T). Lark Sparrows appeared to be stable within their normal range.
The only Bachman's Sparrow was found near Hamlin, Ky., May 8
(JE). A Dark-eyed Junco at Michigan City, Ind., May 29 was very late
(KB). In e. states, Clay-colored Sparrows were discovered at 4
Lllinois locations while one was in Ottawa County, O., May 19 (tJP).
A singing & Brewer’s Sparrow at Chicago May 26 (tPC, HR, tm.ob.)
provided the first record for Illinois. A Harris' Sparrow near Wabash,
Ind., Mar. 5-9 (m.ob.) was the only report e. of its normal range. Fox
Sparrows were plentiful with concentrations of 132 at Chicago Mar.
24(RG, PC) and 50 at Spfld., Apr. 6 (H). Lincoln's Sparrows received
mixed reports although 45 at Chicago May 14 (JL) were noteworthy.

Smith’s Longspur, near Lone Tree, lowa, Mar. 27, 1982. Photo/
T.H. Kent.

S.A.

Weather conditions undoubtedly contributed to this
spring's longspur flight, which was one of the largest in recent
memory. A McCown’s Longspur was discovered among the
hordes of longspurs in Parke County, Ind., Apr. 6 (tABr). At
Least 4000 Lapland Longspurs were noted there Apr. 6 while
many flocks were observed in migration the following day
(ABr et al.). Other noteworthy Lapland Longspur concentra-
tions included 1000 in Johnson County, la., Mar. 27 (T er al.)
and 1000 at Spfld Apr. 8 (H). Smith’s Longspurs made an
impressive showing. In lowa, a concentrated effort to find this
species yielded 9 reports Mar. 21-Apr. 18 including 200 near
Lone Tree Mar. 30 (TS). lllinois maxima were 100 at 2
locations during early April. In Indiana, an incredible 1500
were eslimated in Parke County Apr. 7 (ABr, EH et al.) while
they were also observed in Knox County Mar, 13-Apr. 18
including 150 on Apr. 11 (DJ). To complete this extraordinary
migration, single Chestnut-collared Longspurs were dis-
covered at 3 locations, near St. Joseph, Mo., Apr. 3 (tKJ),
Muscatine County, la., Apr. 4 (1JH) and near Sangchris Lake
S.P., Ill., Apr. 10-11 (tRCh, m.ob.).

ADDENDA — Satisfactory documentation has been provided for
the Pomarine Jaeger at Michigan City, Ind., Aug. 8, 1981 (AB 36:185)
(TEH). After review of the photographs and documentation, the imm.
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Common Redpoll: A number of contributors noted last dates with many extending
to late Mar. and two into Apr.: 1 Apr. at Pocahontas (RC,WJ) and 8 Apr. at
Davenport (PP). The latter is the second latest date.

Pine Siskin: Pine Siskin were common with many reports into mid-May with some
still present at a feeder in Iowa City (TK) and in Davenport on 31 May (PP). A
nest with 3 eggs at Davenport on 27 Apr. was later predated (BB fide PP) anda
nest with eggs was found in Ames in early May (JD).

Red Crossbill: Nest building was noted at Greenwood P. in Des Moines on 22-25
Apr. but the nest was destroyed on 30 Apr. (MBro). This would have been the
first Lowa nesting of crossbills. Other reports were 2 at lowa City on 27 Mar.
(JPS,DJS) and 7 remaining at Cherokee until 15 May (DBi).

White-winged Crossbill: 3 were at Ingham L. on 14 Mar. (DHe, HW), 1 at
Shenandoah on 18 Mar. (RP), and 2 at Iowa City on 17 Apr. (TK).

Lark Bunting: A male was seen w. of Tabor, Fremont Co., on 4 May (+RP).

Henslow’s Sparrow: Reports were from Hickory Hill P. in Iowa City on 25 Apr.
(+MAS) and Cone M. on 30 Apr. and 10 May (+TStauetal).

LeConte's Sparrow: Reports from eight localities in Apr. and early May.

Sharp-tailed Sparrow: 3 were well-studied and sang at Muskrat S. on 23, 24 May
(+TK,TStau, +CJB, m. ob.)

Vesper Sparrow: 6 were at Amana in a snowstorm on 3 Apr. (CJB,LH,TK). A
migration peak occurred on 9 Apr. when snow drove 75 to roadsides in Johnson
and Louisa Cos. (TK).

Lark Sparrow: 1 was early on 21 Apr. in Cherokee Co. (MBre).

Northern Junco: The latest date was 30 Apr. at Pocahontas (RC).

Chipping Sparrow: The earliest was 14 Apr. at Ledges SP (JR).

Fox Sparrow: 1 on7 Mar. in Ames was early (RM).

Lincoln’s Sparrow: The latest was 27 May at Ames (PM).

Song Sparrow: A migration peak of 50 was noted at Iowa City on 24 Apr. (TStau).

Lapland Longspur: There were many reports from late Mar. to late Apr.with peak
of 1,000 in Johnson Co. on 27 Mar. (TK et al) and latest of 50 in Story Co. on 25
Apr. (PM).
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Smith's Longspur, near Lone Tree, 27 Mar. 1982
Photos by T. H. Kent
Chestnut-collared Longspur: James Huntington found a male in breeding plumage
in NW Muscatine Co. near the Johnson Co. line on 4 Apr. (+JH) for the first
well-documented record for Iowa. The record was accepted by the Records
Committee. There are several old reports, all prior to 1939, but none are suf-

ficiently detailed for positive indentification.

Smith’s Longspur: There were nine reports from six counties, seven in EC Iowa,
two in central Iowa, and two in SW Iowa for this species which has been seen
only three times in the last 50 years: 6 on 21 Mar., 4 miles n. of Red Oak, Mont-
gomery Co. (+RKM); 30+ on 27 Mar. n.e. of Lone Tree on the Jounson-
Muscatine Co. line (+MN, +RHo,+TK, see photos) ; 7 on 28 Mar. 2 miles n.w.
of Red Oak (+FM) ; 200 on 30 Mar. n. of Lone Tree (+TStau); 1 in flock of 50-60
on 1 Apr. e. of Polk City, Polk Co. (+JSb); 16 and 9 on 6 and 9 Apr. s. of Nichols,
Muscatine Co., (+TD, AH); 8 on 10 Apr. n. of Bettendorf, Scott Co. (+PP, m.
ob.); 50 on 16 Apr. in NW Muscatine Co. on the Johnson Co. line (+CJB, +TK)
which had been there since 4 Apr. (JH) and possibly since 27 Mar. (TK); and 2-
3on 18 Apr. at Larson’s M., Story Co. (+PM).

Snow Bunting: Several were seen in Howard Co. on 9 Apr. (RAB, CAB).

+ equals Documented.

CONTRIBUTORS
Russell P. Baldner, Calmar; Carl J. Bendorf, lowa City; Dick*Bierman,

Cherokee; Tanya Bray, Omaha, NE; Margaret Brooke, Des Moines; Marion

Brewer, Cherokee; Raymond Cummins, Pocahontas; James Dinsmore, Ames;

Timothy L. Dwyer, Muscatine; Ruth Eash, Wellman; Ione Getscher, Hamburg;

Ronald Harms, Laurens; Douglas Harr, Larchwood; Dennis Henrickson,

Estherville; Rick Hollis, lowa City; James Huntington, Iowa City; Thomas Kent,

Towa City; Darwin Koenig, Montezuma; Lowell Konradi, Odebolt; Rene Laubach,

Des Moines; Paul Martsching, Ames; Richard Mooney, Des Moines; Francis L.

Moore, Waterloo; Dean Mosman, Elkhart; Mary Musgrove, Des Moines; Robert

K. Meyers, Waterloo; Weir Nelson, Cedar Rapids; Michael C. Newlon, Iowa City;

Babs Padelford, Bellevue, NE; Loren Padelford, Bellevue, NE; Peter Petersen,

Davenport; Ruth Phipps, Shenandoah; Beth Proescholdt, Liscomb; John

Robinson, Ames; Dean M. Roosa, Ames; James P. Sandrock, Iowa City; Joe

Schaufenbuel, St. Lucas; Ann Sernett, Laurens; W. Ross Silcock, Malvern; Mark

A. Snyder, lowa City; Thomas Staudt, Iowa City; Robert Thornburg, Pleasant-

ville; John Van Dyk, Sioux Center; Pete Wickham, Cedar Rapids; Barbara L.

Wilson, Hastings; Hank Zaletel, Ames.

OTHER OBSERVERS
Carolyn A. Baldner (RPB); Mary Bannisek (PP); Brian Blevins (PP); Lewis
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Summary of Review of an Ornithologic Observation
by the Records Commtittee
of the Iowa Ornithologists' Union
SPECIES: Smith's Longspur
DATE SEEN: 27 March 1982
SITE OF OBSERVATION: Johnson-Muscatine County line 6 mi. S. of Rt. 6
OBSERVERS: Newlon, Hollis, Kent
DATE OF REVIEW: 22 August 1982
METHOD OF REVIEW: mail vote
CLASSIFICATION OF RECORD: I-P
COMMENTS:

The opinions expressed here are based on the information available to the
Committee and should not necessarily preclude an alternate interpretation
by those who observed the bird firsthand.

Any action may be re-reviewed upon submission of additional evidence.
Explanation of Classification:

I = labeled, diagnostic specimen, photograph, or recording available for
review by the Committee

I1 = acceptable sight record documented independently by 3 or more observers
I11 = acceptable sight record documented by 1 or 2 observers

IV = probably correct record, but not beyond doubt

V = record with insufficient evidence to judge

VI = probably incorrect identification, escapee, or otherwise unacceptable record

Classification is based on the highest category aareed upon by six of seven
committee members.



BIRDS: VERIFYING DOCUMENTATION OF New /s V §1-13
AN EXTRAORDINARY SIGHT RECORD
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DOCUMENTATION FORM for extraordinary bird sightings in Iowa 523
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others before or after you:

Describe the bird(s) including only what you observed. Include size, shape, details

of all parts (bill, eye, head, neck, back, wing, tail, throat, breast, belly, under
tail, legs, feet). Also mention voice and behavior.
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DOCUMENTATION FORM for extraordinary bird sightings in Iowa §2-13
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Describe the bird(s) including only what you observed. Include size, shape, details

of_al] parts (bill, eye, heaq, neck, back, wing, tail, throat, breast, belly, under
tail, legs, feet). Also mention voice and behavior.
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Did any one disagree or have reservations about identification? 4o

If yes, explain:

Viewing conditions: give lighting, distance (how measured), and optical equipment:

Previous experience with species and similar ones: Seeq ~ Yleia & [onn

References and persons consulted before writing description: te Lrvtesk ot
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How long before field notes made? Y s this form completed? ( los

MAIL TO: T. H. Kent, Field Reports Editor, 211 Richards Street, Iowa City IA 52240



