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McCown’s Longspur , Record Number: 89-59 
16 Dec 1989 Classification: NA 
near DeSoto N.W.R, Harrison Co., IA 
David Starr 
IBL 60:47, 61:86 

DOCUMENTATION 
David Starr (2 forms) 

REFERENCES 

Field Reports: IBL 60:47 
Records Committee: IBL 61:86 

VOTE: 3 A-D, 4 NA 
NA: Document is good, but does not describe tail pattern. 

Black Tee must be seen to eliminate other longspurs. 
NA: With no information on the duration of observations, 

previous observer experience with this species, time notes were 
taken, etc., it is very difficult to evaluate this documentation. 
Certainly the description could fit a McCown’s Longspur. 
Presumably this was a winter male because of the "black and white 
scale pattern in its breast". It seemed odd that the rows of 
black dots on the back could be counted but no notice was taken 
of the tail, a very key feature. 
Lack of any discussion as to how the wide range of possible 
Lapland Longspur plumages were eliminated leads me to have a 
reasonable doubt. 

A-D: An enigma. Based on what little published info. I have, 
there appears to be little precedent for vagrancy into Iowa, but 
this is a species that could easily be missed. 
I first tried to make this into a Vesper Sparrow, but eliminated 
that due to the black and white scale pattern on the breast. In 
going through the NGS guide, looking for other similar looking 
and behaving species, the choices were narrowed to Lapland 
Longspur. This species does have rufous on the wings, but not on 
the greater wing coverts as described by the observer. While more 
subjective, description of the head color as "buffy" supports the 
ID. Also subjective but supportive, Zimmer (WESTERN BIRD WATCHER, 
1985) describes the bill of McCown’s as pink or pale, while those 
of other longspurs are darker. This documentation leaves 
something to be desired, as do most. David, it would have been 
helpful if you had completed the form (similar species 
discussion, how long before filled out, etc). Regardless, 
description seemed to eliminate other species. The fact that this 
species was out of range and season is a head scratcher, but 
stranger things have happened. 

NA: All field marks noted could be, in fact seem to be, 
pointed to a winter plumaged male Lapland Longspur. The tail 
pattern a critical point in longspur identification is not 
mentioned further complicating this ID. 

A-D: Description of the bird is very convincing. Tail not 
described and other similar species not mentioned or no 
discussion as to how they were eliminated. I think that points 
should have been raised, especially on such a rare species as 
this in Iowa. Description fairly cursory, but appears to have



Records Committee, Iowa Ornithologists’ Union Printed: 08/06/93 
McCown’s Longspur 16 Dec 1989 RC No. 89-59 (cont) 

eliminated any other similar species and gives an adequate enough 
description to make this a McCown’s Longspur. This would be a 
likely location for this species to show up in Iowa. How long was 
this bird seen? For a very few seconds or for a longer period of 
time. I would like to know, it might have an impact on my vote as 
it stands now. 

A-D: Good description of key field marks. It would have been 
nice if the tail pattern could have been observed in flight for 
one more additional field mark. A great find! 

NA: Description sees adequate to ID, but two problems - 
description is bookish, and observer lacks experience (or at 
least states no experience with species). More information on 
Sighting (other species present? Was this bird alone?) would have 
been welcome. Winter male not greatly different from winter male 
Lapland Longspur. No info on presence/absence of flank streaks 
(although this bird had "sides dingy cream").



84-54 
(PLEASE PRINT OR TYPE) 

SUPPORTING DETAILS: UNCOMMON OR RARE SPECIES/HIGH NUMBERS 
pe fees 

CBC Name Ber at) tx ld Date Dex Il /s{Compiler_De od <S ye rr 
Observer writing this account & date beerld SYacr Dee, Lie LEE F 

/ oo 

Distance from bird(s) _| 3%ards Relative size of bird __S7- @iacses 

HEAD & NECK (Describe forehead, crown, auricular, malar region, median | 
line, etc.) [tead wos «2 Ash BM aeler . hk ee ¥ Ss re : 

StecVirg (eam the pn ded fe o€ the eve Yo the Jwer magihl 
EYE & LORES (Describe supercilium, ring, stripe, color, etc.) 
Eyes were black, rye superciliua s¥acted the mod af eye exknohing nfo cheek paves 
UPPER & LOWER MANDIBLES prevcdks werd io kN : oe 
LEGS & FEET cre! sins s:tns on blac doch ee 
UPPERPARTS (Describe nape, back, rump, upper tail coverts, etc.) 
hep Wasa On Ey Ynnr wp 5” rows of black dors boek WS nr buffy hte _ 

With dark brawn scaled pa Pern ros : 

UNDERPARTS (Describe throat, belly, side, flanks, crissum, etc.) 
74 crete ds ub te, be S/y=cas bfby bite toes = Sere bu thy Cre eo i 

foes bred pad vhe bheh and white seale petierr anut breast Sid niehroshhe 

RECTRICES (Describe inner, middle, outer tail feathers, color pattern, shape, 
etc.) Did nat see farv[ due Lo the feet thak whe birc/ wes Luc ing 

Vic ht ar me, 

WING (Describe color, length, shape, linings, bars, coverts, leading & 
trailing edges, etc.) wing had o smval/ ps thar custepler er the mean wing wverts 
with pe ee 

VOCALIZATION Aeeea® maa. 

Date of observation Zc. /e/et¥ Time _3:4¥0 Weather 207-7 < Sky Cloudy 
Duration of observation Aa.,n. Bird - Sun 1 orientation 

Exact location eth wIAP Fran) narth of Maly — 50 
Habitat Other observers _Aére 

Optical equipment _?%A6 Bache VY Brooculacs 
ADDITIONAL COMMENTS 

AN ACCOMPANYING SKETCH OR PHOTOGRAPH CAN BE MOST HELPFUL



MYULEYUMECNTATION FURN 
For Extraordinary Bird Sightings in lowa BI- 59 

) 
What species? eos as Kong oe How many? a 

Location? bh Det i it hy K- Lb F nocth of hudy « 30 (hy OeS ao hetug.e e) 
Type of Habitat? Jilled racnfielf 
When? date(s): LAL 29 time: Gi¥ 2) to 

Who? your name and address: Day yl Star 1 Ab. 5 Poy G $6 ‘ Gunal blak. ZA 5/503 
es Seca 

Others with yous Nobne 

Others before or after you: Yone 

Describe the bird(s) including only what you observed. Include size, shape, details of all parts (bill, eye, head, neck, back, wing, tail, throat, breast, belly, gag legs, feet). pr mention voice and behavior. 
In a AYVleA corm Reld fechre al th four, Wye Voca/, zati3n. 

Cc bah ba Fog ack. fateh Was & S “ale, with, 

— “ ‘Ee \sharkiog wb clo the pore 8 at She ot Yo fhe 

Kye ‘soare Chak 9 oe * Neem —— Hom then olalle or jhe 

Mand. bles ’ were Wak 
a at am?) black. colors, ba 

Upper parts: wood a bulb, a | out ee —— fa isonet 
Under aacts ' Ky al WAS gf eo a = here srdes were - 

cf(tam, bi. ck ~ Pe ve Sale 
heen . (tS Bs a l le, in 

Wings | +s 6 mall Patek or rust cobe an fh 2 necking W170) coverrs 
; re bars, 

Similar species; j-Wee elimin 

Did any one disagree or have reservations about the identification? Ao If yes, explain: 7 

Viewing ng ae yd bud distance (how measured), optical equipment. 
) 43 yacde sane ihe 7 tf &hb Rcd nad! Binocukrs 

Previous aati cae Species and-similar ones: 

References and persons consulted before writing description: 

How long before field notes made? : this form completed? 

Send completed form to Field Reports.or CBC editor (address on. back cover of Iowa Bird Life). 

LE es


