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McCown’s Longspur Record Number: 89-59
16 Dec 1989 Classification: NA
near DeSoto N.W.R, Harrison Co., IA

David Starr

IBL 60:47, 61:86

DOCUMENTATION

David Starr (2 forms)
REFERENCES

Field Reports: IBL 60:47

Records Committee: IBL 61:86
VOTE: 3 A-D, 4 NA

NA: Document is good, but does not describe tail pattern.
Black Tee must be seen to eliminate other longspurs.

NA: With no information on the duration of observations,
previous observer experience with this species, time notes were
taken, etc., it is very difficult to evaluate this documentation.
Certainly the description could fit a McCown’s Longspur.
Presumably this was a winter male because of the "black and white
scale pattern in its breast". It seemed odd that the rows of
black dots on the back could be counted but no notice was taken
of the tail, a very key feature.

Lack of any discussion as to how the wide range of possible
Lapland Longspur plumages were eliminated leads me to have a
reasonable doubt.

A-D: An enigma. Based on what little published info. I have,
there appears to be little precedent for vagrancy into Iowa, but
this is a species that could easily be missed.

I first tried to make this into a Vesper Sparrow, but eliminated
that due to the black and white scale pattern on the breast. In
going through the NGS guide, looking for other similar looking
and behaving species, the choices were narrowed to Lapland
Longspur. This species does have rufous on the wings, but not on
the greater wing coverts as described by the observer. While more
subjective, description of the head color as "buffy" supports the
ID. Also subjective but supportive, Zimmer (WESTERN BIRD WATCHER,
1985) describes the bill of McCown’s as pink or pale, while those
of other longspurs are darker. This documentation leaves
something to be desired, as do most. David, it would have been
helpful if you had completed the form (similar species
discussion, how long before filled out, etc). Regardless,
description seemed to eliminate other species. The fact that this
species was out of range and season is a head scratcher, but
stranger things have happened.

NA: All field marks noted could be, in fact seem to be,
pointed to a winter plumaged male Lapland Longspur. The tail
pattern a critical point in longspur identification is not
mentioned further complicating this ID.

A-D: Description of the bird is very convincing. Tail not
described and other similar species not mentioned or no
discussion as to how they were eliminated. I think that points
should have been raised, especially on such a rare species as
this in Iowa. Description fairly cursory, but appears to have
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eliminated any other similar species and gives an adequate enough
description to make this a McCown’s Longspur. This would be a
likely location for this species to show up in Iowa. How long was
this bird seen? For a very few seconds or for a longer period of
time. I would like to know, it might have an impact on my vote as
it stands now.

A-D: Good description of key field marks. It would have been
nice if the tail pattern could have been observed in flight for
one more additional field mark. A great find!

NA: Description sees adequate to ID, but two problems -
description is bookish, and observer lacks experience (or at
least states no experience with species). More information on
sighting (other species present? Was this bird alone?) would have
been welcome. Winter male not greatly different from winter male
Lapland Longspur. No info on presence/absence of flank streaks
(although this bird had "sides dingy cream").
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