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Ringed Turtle-Dove Record Number: 80-26
11 Dec 1980 Classification: A-E
Cedar Rapids, Linn Co., IA

*unknown, Fred Thompson

IBL 51:4, 52:42

DOCUMENTATION

unknown, notes with Christmas Bird Count
REFERENCES

Christmas Bird Count: IBL 51:4

Records Committee: IBL 52:42
VOTE: 2-I, 2-II, 1-III, 1-'-', I-?

-, I would guess it is an escape and need not be rated.

III, acceptable identification. Cannot determine whether the
bird was an escapee or not.

I, Are photos available? Undoubtedly an escape from captivity.

I, based on description and photos.

II, Question of possible escapee--This is more evidence that
this species occurs in Iowa, where they come from not always
known.

?, identification is clearly correct but likelyhood the bird
is an escapee is great. Burden of showing whether it is/is not
should rest with the observer.

II, well described escapee.
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Y Rlnred Turtle Dove" This 1nd1v1dual came to a feeder in a ﬂuburban'
section of Cedar Rapids from December 11, 1980 until. January 2, 1981,
During this time, it was seen by many observers who noted the obv1ous
dove conformation, the overall sandy gray-white plumage of the upper
parts together with the prominent black marking across the back of the
neck, and the unstreaked whitish underparts. Fred Thompson tock a
few slides which recognizably identify the species; we can furnish A
a copy if you wish one. It seems probable that the bird was one
which escaped from a local cage-bird shop, but we have not confirmed
this. While the bird was coming in to this feeder, it apparently
spent most of its time sitting by itself in a deciduous tree in the
wood adjacent to the back yard where the feeder was located; occasion-
ally it would then come in to drink water from a heated water feeder
or to eat sunflower seeds or sunflower hearts at the feeder itself.
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Short-billed Marsh-wren: Observed by Fred Thompson, Carol Bell and

Andy Hasley. ¥T is particularly familiar with this species, having

seen many at other seasons- particularly in locz2l nesting areas,

The bird was initially flushed froa cover in a {leld of graszs averasing
about 24 inches in height and flew a short distance belore lsnding
again in the grass. It was observed from distances as close as 5 Tt
with 7- and 8—pover binoculars by the cbservers althouzh it could not

be szen completély while in the grass beczuse of its aﬁillty to conceal
itself in the grass when it landed. It was cescribed as very s=alle-
shorter than a chickadee- with typical wren conformation, a small

slim bill, thinly streaked brown and white crown, and Srown Sack notice-
ebly Surlped with white. The buffy flanks and underparts of the bird
viere particularly noticeable and stood out in -11vnu as well zs when
the bird was on the ground. The tzil was s“:sy'and was helc cocked
while the bird was in view, The wren mzde so=e typical scolding noises
several times. It was flushed about 10 tl n2s in the field; the
overall time spent looking at (and for) it wzs gpproxiﬁately 15 mine
utes. To our knowledge, this is a first r%c r'

G

d for our area of this
species at this season; FT was celinitely aware of this as the bird
vas observed.
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‘Field Sparrow: The four individuals were 21l seen in a2 small flock
togetrer. Initially, they were observed sitting in & small cdeciduous
sapling at the edge of an open field., “hen flushed, they flew into
othier nsarby trees. The four observers (L&T3, EN, 2L) noted the 211-
pink bills and rusty caps of these sparrows. Other points nctecd were
the light faces with reddish coloration and the clear unspotied brezsts,
At le st three of the ob servers are eyr_rie*ced bircers who have cb-
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1le one Fleld Sparrow is rarely but occasionally found at this tinme
in the Cedar Rapids area, the occurrence of four at one time is unusual,
It =2y well be that these birds had not yet been driven south, cue to
the lack of snow.

White-winged Crossbill: The two individuzls were initially cbs:zrved by
200 znd JaS feeding near the top of a tall (63-73 ft.) ornzimsntzl soruce
near the center of the town of Marion, Subsezuently six othzr tirders



