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m 0 A male Lazuli Bunling is o lovely thing to watch in the brighl sun on
13 "C” 5 the woestern praivies or mountaing, bul it scems even mare beaulful when
I 3 -~ found on the farm lands of lowa. It was a wonderful experience when 1
e & "3.." made my firsl Iowa obscrvalion on May 20, 1929. Since that day I have
3 . searched unceasingly to extlend my observalions of this bivd on the weslern
e = border of Inwa. The following account is a summary of my elforls.
. The nexl observalion of the Lazuli Dunting in Tewa was made by Mrs.
iy Havold . Peasley, Des Maines, Towa. on July 25, 1935, This most inleresling
w W record was made near Indianola, Warren Counly, and was well verificd lwo
Ry e days later, July 27, by Mrs. Peasley and a group of observers consisting of
i D;) . Mrs. W. G. DuMant. Miss Olivia McCabe, and Mrs. John E. Slewarl.
o e =4 There was a long interval belween the Warren Counly record and the
i w = next record along the weslern border of Iowa. This took place on May 16,
h v 1048, when on the joinl field trip of the Nebraska Ornilhologisls’ Union
. E" nnd Iowa Ornilhologists' Union al Sioux Cily. Mrs. Peasley again observed
N a maic Lazuli Bunling—just across the Towa border in Soulh Dakola. This
erl e time her group consisted of Mrs. Janel DuMant, Dr. Chas. Stewarl, Paul
? ¢ = Leaverton, Mis, Joseph Chamberlain and Dr. Telford Work.
ral To give the summary mare completeness, the reader will please bear wilh
el g’ me while 1 offer several olther occurrences of the Lazuli Bunling near the
njy ‘-':"'_ wesltern border of Towa., These show lhal this species does nest near the
il peir{S lowa border and is probably moving inlo Towa.
ul g The first observalion is by Dr. Waller J. Breckenridge, on June 2G, 1929,
» v The place was in Minnesola near the Red River of the North and has been
nh e beaulifully documented by Dr. Breckenridge in Occasional Papers: Number 3,
Vs o Universily of Minnesola Museum of Natural Iistory. The colored painting
b, I g of a hybrid Indigo X Lazuli Bunting adds much lo the paper However, Lhe
most inleresting poinl is thal this western bunting was maled wilth a female
O ":.r" Indigo Bunting, a faclt which will be stressed laler in this report.

™ While on a eolleeling Lrip to Yanklon County, South Dakola, on July 4,

= 1933, 1 observed a normal pairv of Lazulli Buntings going abbul their nesting

@ dutics. This record is given lo poinl out the fact that Lazuli Bunlings

r'{:_ pormally nest as near as 50 air miles from the Towa border. 1 think this

1} occurrence has been ignored or overlooked by many birders in this area.

g The next Lazuli Bunling record in this general area was made during
“ the first week of June, 1935. While the writer was camped near Spring

g Lake, Day County. South Dakela, on several successive mornings a male
Il Y i Lazuli Bunling was szen with two [emale buntings. One female was an
1 % Indige Bunting and the other a Lazuli Bunling. On every occasion when
2 'i the male Lazuli Bunling was {lushed the lwo females would also flush.
Iy o I was sorry 1 could nol stay longer lo delermine whelher both females

-h slarled nest-building.

- The late Dr. T. C. Slephens and I ycars ago agreed (hal locally a
= g bird scen un either bank of the Big Sioux River, the boundry line belween
il o Towa and South Dakola, would in the course of a day's aclivily fly back

- and furth across the river many limes. Il a bird were seen in the morning’

". !‘ on the South Dakaln bank, il could probably be expecled on (he Towa hank

. il hy aflernoon.  Wilth this aprecment in mind 1 do not hesitate Lo give the
{ following records. '

4 A On May 15, 1950, while on a ficld trip along the Bipg Sioux River, I

) == found a male Lazuli Bunting on the Soulh Dakola side of the river. This

¢ ’!,, 4 %)
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bivd was singing almost constantly and was walehed for o long lime. On
May 17, 1956, 1 aveompanied Williom . Fellon, Jr., to his farm near
the Missouri River. This is a few miles from Sioux Cily, bul in South
sDakota. On his farm we saw o omale Lazuli Bunling in good plumage. 11
was fecding on conker worms.

On May 22, 1957, 1 relwened (o one of my favorile birding areas, lhe
Higt Sioos River pear the Hunler Bridpe, Amongs the many singing Tnd o
nting: 1 owas nol sweprised (o fnd Lo fully plumaged  Lazali Buntings,
also gingong in fine form. 1 was again on the Soulh Dakola side of lhe
strecm, bt T knew that some day 1 would happen o be on the olher side
and would also find my Lazuli Buonlings.

Twenly-nine years afler 1 first reported the Lazoli Bunting in Towa, 1
wiri mGin rewarded for my palient efforts by seeing a fully plumaged male
Lazuli Bunting on the lowa side of the Big Sioux River—May 1M, 1958, The
acival site was near the river just south of the DeHaan Mink Ranch. The
hird was feeding with several singang Indigo Bunlings in a large eclm
tree. The singims was my inilial clue.  This Lazuli Dunting was oo busy
feedine 1o sing |, 1L was silenl for most of the hour thal 1 walched it.  Re-
perled visits o the penerval area unlil mid-June failed Lo reveal Lhe Lazuli
Punting as o summer vesident and 1 feared that T would have (o wail an-
olher year Tor a nesling. ol T was wrong, as will be related below.

=

Many years ago 1 found o Clay-colored Sparrow in lale May in a
cerlain area of Plymouth Counly. Almost yearly I have visiled thal spol
to determine if Lhis sparrow does summer in northwest Towa, but I have al-
ways met wilh failure. On June 18, 1958, 1 made my regular Lrip to this hill-
side pasture and after a long tramp 1 returned (o the road. T heard a bunling
simgg and immediately 1 pul my plass on i, Much lo my surprise I saw
that it was a Lazuli Bonling in somewhal different plumage and nol an
Indign, Dy pelling inlo the ear and moving nearer lo the bivd, 1 was able
to walteh il ol elose ranpe. My second lonk bhroughl Lo mind the Dreckenridge
poaintime of n bybeid Lazull X Indigo Dunting. 1 was quile satisfied thal
this was whal 1 had singing before me, anolher hybrid. Exciled chips aboul
15 feel from the road in a snowberry palch claimed my allenlion, and wilh

AMedication

The  beawtiful  [rowtispicee aceompanying this  arlicle represents  inva
“fiests” Nt iy the first calored plate 1a be published in eur magazine, and
the first enlored painting that the artist, Earnest 0, Steffen of Cedar Rapids,
toaca, has cwer had published.  Although he has made hundeeds of bivd paini-
ings in color, this picture acas painted expressy for lowwa Bird Life, ta illus-
trate My, Youngacorth's article on the Lazuli Bunting.

Mr. Youngacorth, avha has acritten more articles [or anr magazine than
any other member and over a long period af years, underavrote the cost of
the calored plate as a speeial contribution to the losca Ornitholagists' Union.

We are prowd ta dedivale this issue of lasea Rird Life to these taco gen-
erous members—Earnest W, Steffen and William Youngavorth.
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them came calls from my singer. The lwo birds were undoubledly maled,
bul the add thing again was thal this female bunting with nesting malerinl
in her beak was a normal female Indigo Bunting. Ilere was lhe Drecken-
ridge Lazuli-Indigo Bunling nesling story all over apgain. The resl of the
morning  was spenl in listening to my hybrid sing his sprightly song
and walching his Indigo Dunling mate carrying nesting malerial lo her
partly finished nest,

The guest for the Lazali Dunting in Towa ean be carvicdl on by anyone
willing Lo listen lo every Indipgo Buntling song and then trace it down dur-
ing the course of the spring and summer season, One musl listen o hun-
dreds. even thousands, of such songs, as I have. Eventually lhe reward will
be the reeovding of a Lazull Dunting. 1 think this species has been over-
looked in Inwa, T believe thal inlensive ficld work will reveal it is possibly
a regular summer residenl in weslern lowa,

The question of how Lo identify a hybrid Lazuli X Indiga Bunting
may caust seme observers lo wonder a bil, bul a gowd, close look will reveal
the almost complele Jack of usual Lawny color, which appears on the breasl
of a normal Lazuli Dunling male, and the rather indeflinile while wing-bars.
The shadings of the various blues are noticeable in the hand. IHowever, for
a really fine descriplion of this hybrid one must refer lo Dr. Rreckenridge’s
paper. 1 look a hybrid Lazuli X Indigo Buntling on June 1, 1932, inr Cherry
County. Nebraska, and feel quite sure the sighl record in Plymouth County
was the same sorl of hybrid. '
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