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VOTE: 6-III, l-abstain 
III, a hard bird to describe. 
III, Boat-tailed is a possibility isn’t it?.
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Supporting Documentation for the Great-tailed Grackle 
seen on the Omaha Christmas Bird Count, Dec. 22, 1984 

Observers...Lloren J. Fadelford, Ross Silcock 

Location...2£.98 miles south of the intersection of Iowa 270 

and . §. 27%. Mills Co., Iowa. : 

Time...8:00 AM Weather...Clear sky, 20 deqrees F. 

Duration of Observation...Apprax. 20 seconds. 

Bird/Sun Orientation...Sun behind observer lookina toward 

| bird. 

Habitat... Deciduous trees near farmstead. 

Equipment used...Fentax 8X30 binoculars. 

Description 

The bird was observed with a flock of- common grackles from a 
distance of about 100 yards. The bird was the same general 
shape as the common grackles it was with but with a much . 
longer tail in relation to its body length (approx. 1 to 1.25 
times body length). It was approx. 1.5 times larger than the 
common arackles in overall size. The bird was all black and 
was Observed perched mamentarily and flying with the common 
grackles. I saw the bird first and called out to the other 
members of the party. The bird flew south behind the farm 
house and into another agrove of trees. I fost sight of it at 
that point but it was then visible to Ross Silcock. 

The only other species similar in appearance is the boat- _ , id 
tailed aqrackle. IT was not close enough to observe eye color — 
but the length of the tail in relation to body length rules 

qut that species, The great-tailed aqrackle has been 
expanding its range into southern Iowa and Nebraska in recent 
years with documented nesting success in both states. — 

Loren ‘adel for 

1405 oe le John 

Bellevue, NE 68005 

January 1, 1985 
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DOCUMENTATION FORM for extraordinary bird sightings in Iowa rf 44 

What species?_(//GA7- TAILED CLAKLE How many? / 

Location? DN) US 27.5 cq S MI NM OF GLEN ue Mn 

‘Type of habitat? PILMLYND WITH Wopep Gueiles 

When? date(s)?__ DEC _22 /@s4 tamer a G2mto Gem 
Who? your name and address: Ress Sit Co, __ bor 300 TB 1H GIES 3 

others with: you: Oke PDE ard, TERY Tore 

others before or after your_ Aa FE 

Describe the bird(s) including only what you observed. Include Size, shape, 
details of all parts (bill, eye, head, neck, back, wing, tail, throat, breast, 
belly, undertail, legs, feet), Also mention voice and behavior. 

WE Siw ABT 4000 C.GRACKELES LEMMING, A ROOST, jORSD PBL 

IN OWE oF THe “woe GULLiés, AND LoRen FIRST Saw A 
BIRO ne THEGUHT rar BE fF QGTGRAcKLEe CLY ING yt | 

THe GRAceces. THE | proce VENT BEND A Fret USE 
WM) wlttw Tr emerGen TL ctw 70G Bihd zou 7 DIENTIFIED 

Othe SIZE, ob vis evEN “ATH C.cRacecES 

& Moke bouncy AX OR LiLNED FUGAAT Tansy C -GE as (Mesunmecy JIVE Dts Size AND Ldi.ee WCAHS 

Similar species and how eliminated: 

COMIN GRALLLE - SEE IRN 

Did anyone disagree or have reservations about the identification? xO. 

If yes, explain: 

Viewing conditions: give lighting, distance (how measured), and optical equipment: 
Ate; 2-300 yos frAd, Ligéer Gord » PTRTLY Che'Dy , Sun Rising BEH.AD 
US. LOkSD Pv ocvcrRS . 

Previous experience with this species and similar ones; Sify /t/*ny 77 9ES | 
biconing § Baasusirep inn Sus rowa 

References and persons consulted before writing description: NGNG 

How long before field notes made? GT SMA TING This form cpmpleted? MN S Aur 

: FICeD W/BTES


