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Supportinag Documentation for the Great-tailed Grackle
Seen on the Omaha Christmas Bird Count, Dec. 22, 1984

Observers...lLoren J. Fadelford. Ross Silcock

Location...Z2.8 miles south of the intersection of Iowa 70
and U. 5. 275, Mills Co.. Iowa.

Time, ..8:00 AM Weather...Clear sky., Z0 dearees F.

Duration of Observation...fApprox. 20 seconds.

EBird/Sun Orientation...S5un behind cbserver lookina toward

birds
Habitat...Deciduous trees near farmstead.
Equipment used...Fentax 8X30 binoculars.

Description

The bird was observed with a flock of commorn arackles from a
distance of about 100 vards. The bird was the same general
shape as the common gracklesz it was with but with a much
longer tail in relation to its body length (approx. 1 to 1.25
times body length). It was approx. 1.5 times larger than the
common arackles in overall size. The bird was all black and
was observed perched momentarily and flving with the common
arackles. I saw the bird first and called out to the other
members of the party. The bird flew south behind the farm
house and into another arove of trees. I lost sight of it at
that point but it was then visible to Ross Silcock.

The only other species similar in appearance is the boat- -
tailed arackle. I was not close enouoh to observe eye color

but the length of the tail in relation to body length rules

out that species. The great-tailed grackle has been

expanding its range into southern Iowa and Nebraska in recent
vears with documented nesting success in both states.
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Loren J./fFadelfor
1405 Little John "
Eellevue, NE 6800q
January 1, 1985
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