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Vireos and Warblers also down in numbers, some common species
such as Blackpoll and Palm were not seen at all. Savannah sparrows
which are usually seen in the hundreds were seen in ones or twos.

On the Plus side, an incredible 23 Com. Loons were seen in
one day at Site 11, Omaha. We had two Goshawks in Sarpy County,
Ne, in late Oct. We also had four sightings of Connecticut Warbler--
all by experienced birders--in Sarpy county in late August. And
Blue-winged and Golden-winged Warblers in Fontenelle Forest on
the same day--August 29--rather unusual here. Good numbers of
Purple finches arriving in late October but so far no other winter
finches.

Don and I and B.J. did see the Ruff--wasn't that great!

Sincerely,

P.S. Gull numbers also very low here. We have had no sightings

of Bonaparte's Gull yet this fall.





















ORCHARD ORIOLE NESTS

While camping at Lewis & Clark State Park, Monona County
on August 6-8, I observed two Orchard Oriole nests. Both
were in the campground.

The first was in a small Green Ash, approx. 10 feet up.
Both male and female were feeding young.

The second was in a medium sized Box Elder--approx. 15' up.
On August 7, the female was feeding young in the nest and
earrying off the fecal sacs. The young were calling--a
churring note. On August 8, there were still young in the
nest(I believe 2) and a fledding cowbird on a nearby branch.
When the female approached with food, the cowbird would begin
calling insistently. However, in 9 out of 10 trips that I
observed, the female first fed the young in the nest. No

male was seen near this nest.

Tanya Bray



