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VOTE: 3-I-P, 2-III, 1-IV, l-abstain 
III, good description 
I-P, Documentations give good rundown on the combination of 

field marks needed for identification of this difficult species. 
I think the observers have adequately described Thayer’s Gull 
from their observations and from the photographs with the 
documentations. 

I-P, While this is a most difficult I.D., I believe the wing 
and tail descriptions do eliminate possible Herring or Iceland 
Gull. 

III, I’m puzzled by the mention of Iceland Gull as a possible 
ID by some observers. Who? Did they document their ideas? I would 
like more information on the upperwing pattern, as I am not 
toatally convinced that the pattern described here eliminates 
Kumlein’s Iceland Gull. Translucent under primaries does not 
eliminate Kumlein’s. No indication of wing lenght relative to 
tail on resting bird. Darkness of bird could be subjective, but 
is used as separating from Kumlein’s, as is dark tail band. I 
vote III, but would not be surprised to be proven wrong (again!). 
Check photo IBL 51:73 (bottom right-I agree that other three are 
of Herring Gulls). 

I-P? or III if photos not useful. Well I’ve duly looked up 
Thayer’s Gull. One reference cautions that black and white photos 
of Thayer’s-like gulls can’t be used to identify them. The bird 
looks as much like a Thayer’s as anything we’re likely to have 
reported. Iceland is certainly ruled out. Herring is harder to 
eliminate. The dark-light-dark upper wing pattern that’s supposed 
to be on Thayer’s seems to be visible on Tom’s photo. However, it 
seems visible on photos I’ve looked up of Herrings. What the 
hell--III. And please, everyone, when you see one of these find 
something else to look at.
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THAYER’S GULL AT RED ROCK RESERVOIR 

CARL J. BENDORF 

On December 10, 1985 I made a trip to the tailwater area below Red Rock Reservoir 

dam in Marion County in order to look for a white-winged gull found two days 

earlier by Darwin Koenig. I arrived at 2 p.m. and found 200 Herring Gulls and 12 

Ring-billed Gulls flying, feeding, or resting on several sand bars. Soon, Tom Kent 

arrived and we spent some time studying and photographing a first-winter Glaucous 

Gull. While scanning the main group of gulls on a sand bar I noticed a first-winter 

Herring type bird that was lighter and slightly smaller than the Ist winter Herring 

Gulls. . 

The bill was smaller in proportion (bi |k and length) than that of a Herring Gull. It 

was all black and did not have a pronounced gonys. The eye was dark. The legs ap- 

peared dark, perhaps with a slight reddish cast especially on the back side of the legs. 

The body was uniform light brown and finely mottled. The mottling was a bit 

coarser on the wings and the mantle. The exposed primaries on the folded wing were 

a darker shade of brown. The overall color was both lighter and more uniform than 

nearby first-winter Herrings; however, compared to the first-winter Glaucous, this 

bird was closer in color to the Herrings. 

After about 15 minutes, I flushed the resting gull flock and followed the bird in 

question with binoculars as it circled at 50 to 150 yards. From below the secondaries 

and all of the primaries were uniform silvery-white. I did not see any dark in the 

primaries, even at the tip. The upperwing surface was uniformly colored over the 

whole length of the wing and was the same color as the back. From above the outer 

primaries and trailing edge of the wing were a little darker than the rest of the wing. 

The tail had a terminal band similiar to that of first-winter Herring Gulls, except the 

color was lighter than a Herring, similar to the rest of the body of the bird. The bird 

was flushed twice on this heavily overcast day. Both Tom Kent and | took 

photographs of the bird. 

825 7th Ave., Iowa City, IA 52240 

Iowa Bird Life 1986 

CHESTNUT-COLLARED LONGSPUR 
IN WOODBURY COUNTY 

Dick BIERMAN 

On 15 April 1986, I was traveling down Iowa Highway 31 in Woodbury County 

after a spring blizzard, so there was snow on the ground. On the shoulder of the 

highway, large numbers of birds were gathering. About two miles north of 

Smithland, I noticed some unusual birds flare from the edge of the road and alight 

again as we passed. I turned around and drove back slowly, parked, and watched the 

eleven birds from about fifty feet with my 7 x 35 binoculars. They were sparrow-size 

with short tails and stocky bodies. The breast, sides and bellies were black. The nape 

was rust-colored. They had a yellowish throat that was separated from the black by a 

thin white necklace. Above the eye was a white eyebrow. The crown was black. The 

black on the tail formed an inverted “V” as the birds flew. I had seen this species at 

Felton Prairie in Clay County, Minnesota last summer and knew them to be 

Chestnut-collared Longspurs. The next day, as I passed the same location, | drove 

slowly and was able to find a road-killed specimen, which confirmed my sighting. 

The specimen has been sent to Iowa State University. I feel that the strong storm had 

pushed the birds east of their normal migrational path, which is to the west of Iowa. 

901 Harris, Cherokee, IA 51012 

Chestnut-collared Longspur specimen. Photos by J. J. Dinsmore. 
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BIRD DOCUMENTATION FORM. ; CARL J. BENDORF 
B25 7TH AVENUE 
IOWA CITY IA 32240 

SPECIES: THAYER’S GULL (Larus thayeri) NUMBER: a: * 

LOCATION: RED ROCK RES. TAILWATER COUNTY: MARION 
DATE: 10 DECEMBER 1985 , ‘TIME: 2S PR TU 2a PM 

DESCRIPTION: I arrived at about 2 PM and found approximately 200-300 
Herring Gulls and perhaps 12 Ring-billed Gulls either flying around 

over the tailwater area or resting on several sand bars. Tom Kent. 

arrived shortly and we spent some time studying and photographing a 

ist winter Glaucous Gull. After finishing with the Glaucous, I was 

scanning the main group of gulls sitting on a sand bar and almost 

immediately noticed one ist winter Herring type bird that looked a 

little different from the rest, mainly due to its overall lighter 

color compared to the rest of the ist winter Herring Gulls. After 

pointing out this bird to Tom, I studied it with my 20-45X scope and 

noted the following details at about 75 yards: 

Size: This bird was noticeably smaller than the adjacent Herring 

Gulls; about 85 to 90% as _— in overall body size when sitting. 

Soft parts: The bill was smaller in proportion (bulk and length) 

compared to the Herring Gulls. It was all black and did not have a 

pronounced bulge or gonydeal angle. The eye was dark. The legs 

appeared dark, perhaps with a —— reddish cast especially on the 

back side of the —_ 

Overall coloration of sitting bird: The body was a uniform light 
brown color and was finely mottled. The mottling was a bit coarser 

on the wings and the mantle. The exposed primaries on the folded 
wing were a darker shade of brown. The overall color was both 

lighter and more uniform than nearby ist winter Herrings, however 

compared to the ist winter Glaucous, this bird was closer in color 

to the Herrings. 

After about 15 minutes, I flushed the resting gull flock and 

followed this bird with 7X binoculars as it circled about at 
approximately. 50 to 150 yards. In flight the bird still appeared 

more uniform:and lighter than ist winter Herrings. As the bird: flew 
I tried to concentrate on three main features: underwing pattern, 

tail pattern, and upperwing pattern. The bird landed again briefly. and we 

flushed it again to watch it fly. . 

Underwing: pattern: This was the feature most striking to me and I 
probably looked at it more than the other flying features. All of 

the flight feathers from the secondaries all the way out to the 

outermost primary appeared to be a uniform silvery-white color, 

almost translucent. I could not see any darkening in the —— 

even at the tip. :
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THAYER’S GULL PAGE TWO CARL J. BENDORF 

- Tail patterns The’ tail had a noticeable tail band of approximately 

the same size and pattern as that of a ist winter Herring, except 

that the color of the tail was the same quality of brown as the 

rest of the bird, just more concentrated and thus a little darker. 

It did not seem to have a blackish or chocolate brown element as do 

most ist winter Herrings. 

Upperwing pattern: This was the feature I probably concentrated on 

less than the others when the bird was flying. The upperwing 

surface appeared to be quite uniform over the whole length of the 

wing. The color was about the same as that of the mantle. I did 

note that there was little noticeable darkening in the outer 

primaries like that on a ist winter Herring. The secondaries or the. 

inner trailing edge of the wing may have been a bit darker brown. 

The light was that of a medium bright but solid gray Overcast 

winter day, without any shadows being cast by the sun. It was 

beginning to snow at the end of the observation time. 

AGREEMENT/DISAGREEMENT OF OTHERS: Tom Kent was present and in agreement. 

Joe Schafenbuel and Darwin Koenig were also present but their actual 

agreement or disagreement not specifically discussed. ~ 

PREVIOUS EXPERIENCE WITH THIS AND SIMILAR SPECIES: Have seen adult 

Thayer’s in both Chicago and-St. Louis. Have never seen Iceland. 

FIELD NOTES MADE? Notes of field marks dictated into tape recorder 

during and immediately after observation. Field notes transcribed and 

reorganized next day. This form and analysis written from 3 to 5S days 

afterward. Sketches made day after observation while transcribing 

field notes and are intended to illustrate the points made in the 

description and are not sketched from life. 

SIMILAR SPECIES--COMMENTS: — 
‘ 

Thayer’s Gull is a difficult bird to identify. In researching this 

problem, I have found several helpful sources in addition to the 

standard field guides and I have tried to understand what it takes to° 

know a Thayer’s Gull when you see one. Nearly every reference makes it 

clear that Thayer’s cannot be identified on the basis of one or two 

positive field marks. It takes a combination of characters to come to 

a conclusion of any certainty. 

- 

' In discussing this particular observation, I will examine each of the 

fieldmarks and compare and contrast to similar species with liberal 

reference to the literature, especially Lehman (1980). The most likely 

Similar gulls in this case are ist winter Herring and ist winter 

Iceland (Kumlien’s). The Kumlien’s form is the darker form of the Iceland Gull 

and is the form that breeds in the Baffin Island area and winters mainly on 

the Atlantic coast. Lehman’s article deals mainly with Kumlien’s. : ioe
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Several similarly sized and possible but unlikely candidates can be 

eliminated rather quickly. A ist winter California should not have an 

all dark bill and would show much darkening in the primaries in 

flight. Lesser Black-backed Gull could be about the right size, but 

in flight a ist winter bird should show darker primary and secondary 

coverts, more extensively dark primaries, even compared to Herring 

Gull. A ist summer Slaty-backed Gull is also light uniform brown with 

an all dark bill, but it should exhibit extensive darkening in the 
primaries on the upper wing. A ist winter Glaucous-winged Gull would 

be very similar to Thayer’s but should be larger, with a larger bill, 

and less mottling to the body color. Except for the first two, one 

would probably not consider the likelihood of their occurrence in Iowa 

to be very great. One hybrid, Glaucous-winged X Western, might be 

similar but should have a quite heavy bill. 

Size: Lehman cautions that as in most gull species, Thayer’s is 

variable in size, "but the average individual is slightly smaller than 

Herring Gull and slightly larger than Iceland. Smaller individuals 

(females?) may approach the size of California Gull, ... while larger 

birds may be the size of Herring Gulls." Thus size alone cannot be 

used as a solid field mark; on the average it may help to pick out a 

possible Thayer’s. The size of this bird is consistent with Thayer’s. 

Bills Lehman states " Bill-size and -shape are often fairly 

distinctive: proportionately short (shorter than in Herring Gull), 

rather slender (almost delicate), with a gently curving culmen and no 
apparent thickening toward the tip." He also suggests that along with 

the bird’s size and the shape of the head that the size and shape of 

the bill is the most important field mark in separating Thayer’s from 

several west coast species, including Herring. However, Iceland can 

have a bill shaped much like a Thayer’s, some individuals can have 

even a slighter bill. The bill I describe is good for Thayer's and 
weighs against Herring without ruling out Iceland. 

The color of the bill is somewhat important: "All first-winter 

Thayer’s Gulls have all-blackish bills.”. (Lehman) This bird had an ' 
all dark bill, but so do most ist winter: Herring Gulls. ist winter 

Iceland should have a predominantly dark bill with some showing a 

paler base to the bill. " Beginning in early February, some first year 

CThayer’sj begin to show a small amount of pale coloration at the base 

of the bill. I have never seen a first year Thayer’s with anything but ; 

-an all-black bill throughout January...": (Lehman). : ; 

Eye color: All ist winter birds (Thayer’s, Herring, Iceland) have dark 

eyes. a : 

Leg color: "Leg-color is always pink, although some observers believe 

that Thayer’s legs are often a deeper pink that are those ‘of 

Herring..." (Lehman). This is consistent with the dark perhaps reddish 

legs I observed, but is not conclusive for Thayer’s.
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THAYER’S GULL PAGE FOUR CARL J. BENDORF 

Head Shape: Lehman makes mention of the usefulness of head shape as an 
indicator of Thayer’s. He says the shape is "often quite round 

(although some individuals’ heads may appear more ‘pointed or peaked). 

This, in combination with its more delicate bill, gives the bird an 

overall ‘pigeon-headed’ look...". Thayer’s should have a rounder head 

profile than Herring, with less of a flattened forehead. However, 

Lehman cautions against relying too heavily on this field mark due to 

the individual and sexual variations in head shape among gulls. 

This is one feature that I did not pay too much attention to when 

observing this bird. 

Overall coloration: The overall color of ist winter bird is not a 
diagnostic feature. Eckert states, " some ist winter Thayer’s get so 

pale they resemble Icelands". However, this bird was much closer in 

shade of brown to the adjacent ist winter Herrings than to the ist 
winter Glaucous, also in the immediate area. The color of darker 

Thayer’s can match that of Herrings, but is usually more uniform. At 

best, the overall color of a Thayer’s can serve to draw attention to a 

possible candidate. After that, one must rely on other field marks. — 
On sitting birds, one should usually not notice darker primary tips 

on Iceland Gulls, but the white primaries of Iceland can appear 

somewhat darker when the wing is folded. As Gosselin and David 
explain in speaking of Iceland, 

"When the bird is at rest, its primaries are often distinctly ' 
paler than the wing coverts and back feathers, even when the 

primaries are marked with pale drab smudges as is often the case. 

Such paler primaries are diagnostic as they never occur in 

(Thayer’s]. ..0n the other hand, CThayer’s] has grayish—brown, 

brown, or occasionally deep brown primaries averaging darker than 

those of [Iceland] and lighter than those of (CHerringl. A very 
dark CThayer’s] is practically indistinguishable from (Herring] 

as its primaries are much darker than its body." 

Wing patterns: "The pattern of the flight-feathers is one of the 
principal fieldmarks use to identify Thayer’s Gull". (Lehman). This 

emphasis on the importance of the wing patterns is echoed by nearly 

every reference on Thayer’s Gull. This is where the possibility of 

this bird being a Herring Gull begins to fall by the wayside. 

Upperwing surfaces Herring Gulls in ist winter plumage always show a 

significant darkening of the primaries toward the tip of the wing. As 

Gosselin and David state, “The obvious field mark of CHerring Gull] is 

its dark brown or blackish primaries sharply contrasting with the 

lighter back and wing coverts...". I did not see this type of 

darkening in the primaries in this bird. This is also noted by Eckert — 

when he says of ist winter Thayer's that “always the outer primaries, — 

secondaries and wing coverts are all about the same shade (on the 

upper wing surface) of gray or brown, while the inner primaries 

usually conspicuously paler (Herring's outer primaries blackish and 

obviously darker ‘than the rest of the wing)" This certainly is 

some evidence against this bird being a Herring Gull. To summarize and 

also to begin the discussion of the underwing surface, let’s quote 

again from Lehman: "...Herring Gulls have flight feathers which appear 

_- 
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THAYER’S GULL PAGE FIVE | CARL J. BENDORF 

darker than those of Thayer’s when seen from above and which appear 

much darker when seen from below, especially the outer primaries”. 

Underwing surface: "When seen from below, the flight feathers of © 

Thayer’s Gull are silvery-white throughout, including the wing tips; 

this color pattern is also shown by Kumlien’s. These light wing-tips 

Care] most obvious when the bird is in flight. In contrast, Western, 

Herring, and California Gulls‘show a great deal of dark coloring on 

the under-surfaces of the flight feathers." (Lehman). This is one 

more strike against the Herring Gull. I don’t believe that the all 

whitish flight feathers I saw on the underwing could have been due to 

the lighting conditions. The day was completely overcast and the sun 

was not direct enough to cause any shadows or any artificial 

translucence through the wing. This underwing lightness was visible at 

any lighting angle, whenever the underwings were seen. 

$4 

Comment on wing pattern: One source of difficulty in identifying 

Thayer’s Gulls in ist winter plumage has been the reliance.on a 

"window" in the wing as a field mark. This window is a lighter area on 

the base of the inner primaries which contrast with the darker 

primary tips and secondaries. This is, in fact, a good feature of 

Herring Gulls. As the Master Guide to Birding says of the Herring 

Gull, "the outer primaries are mainly black, contrasting with 4 clear 

gray inner primaries that produce a pale, translucent patch that is 

obvious in birds overhead.” This is seen in both ist and 2nd winter 

birds. The Thayer’s can also show a similar light area, but this is 

apparent only on the: upper wing surface. As Eckert says in the Master 

Guide of the ist winter Thayer’s "The outer primaries and secondaries, 

although pale, are still nearly the same color as the upper wing 
coverts; they are a shade darker than the whiter inner primaries, 

Giving the flight feathers a dark-light-dark pattern”. This is 

the window that one can sometimes see on a ist winter Thayer's. It 

cannot be seen on the underwing surface because the entire underside. 

of the flight feathers are already whitish and a pale area on the 
upperwing is not apparent from below, even on a bird overhead. This is 
shown very nicely in an photo from below a ist winter Thayer's with 
sunlight shining through the wings on p. 205 of Lehman's article. The 

same article illustrates the window effect on the weer wing surface 

on p. 204. ; 

I did not notice this dark—-light—dark effect on the upperwing, but I 

did see that the secondaries appeared a bit darker than the rest of 

the otherwise uniform appearing upper wing. This darker secondary area 

can be present qn the Thayer’s, but is also present on the Herring. 

However, all of the flight feathers of Kumlien’s should be white; no 

darker secondaries should be present. If I noticed the slightly 

darker secondaries and if the bird was a Herring, I should also have 
seen other darker areas on the upperwing such as the primaries. I did 

not see this. , : 

} g-+e
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THAYER’S GULL PAGE SIX CARL J. BENDORF 

Tail pattern: The broad uniform colored terminal tail band I described 
is consistent with Thayer’s Gull. The color was not too different a shade 

of brown from the rest of the body and was without the blackish 
element that Herring Gulls at this age usually exhibit. However, the 

' broad uniform color does indicate against a Kumlien’s Iceland Gull 

which is usually not so uniform in color. As Lehman says, "In Iceland 

Gull, the tail is largely mottled with white, so it appears paler than 

- it does in Thayer’s. The tails of some darker Kumlien’s may approach 

the pattern of Thayer’s, but a close look should reveal that Kumlien’s 

apparent tail band is not so uniformly colored as is Thayer’s. This 
tail-pattern is an important field mark in distinguishing first year 

Thayer’s and Kumlien’s." A pale Thayer’s may not have a distinct 

uniform tail band, so that would be a problem. Luckily this bird did 

have a nice tail band and this should eliminate Kumlien’s Iceland 

Gull. 

Summary: Of the most likely similar species, ist winter Herring Gull 

and ist winter Kumlien’s Iceland Gull, each is eliminated By one or 

more of the features discussed above. The wing pattern is especially 

damaging to the possibility of Herring, along with the bill shape and 

size. Iceland is ruled out by the presence of the noticeable tail band and 

by the darker secondaries on the upper wing. To identify a Thayer’s Gull, 

one must see a combination of field marks. I feel that the bird I saw at 

Red Rock is consistent on every point. 

‘ 
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Field identification of Thayer's Gull (Larus thayeri}) in eastern 

North America, Gosselin, M. and David N., American Birds vol. 29, 

i pp. 1059-1064. December 1975. 

The identification of Thayer's Gull In the field, Lehman, P., Birding 

vol. 12, pp. 198-210. December 1980. A Birder’s Guide to Seweaes a, Eckert, 

K., Second Edition 1983. 

.The Audubon Society Master Guide to Birding (2 Gulls to Dippers, 

Farrand, J. (editor) 1983. | 

Other References: 
om 

Field Guide to the Birds (National Geographic Society), 1983. 

Seabirds, Harrison, P., 1983



YS
-2

% 
aa Se eee 
ae Rd Lac& 

UndeRsiae OF Wing 
| COLOR PATTERNW 

Brown Ligg hASiIC 

YH s0Y Corse 

C
A
R
L
 
J.
 
B
E
N
D
O
R
F
 

Tas Art A Unvtomm ROu6H DAETCY BF [MMPES Shas | 
WiHT/SH OR TRMS Luceat OF bee Sree # Syrppe - 

be. NoT FEACCY BUCGFD AT 

| TIP AWD laHaatr by Cio, Uc 4 OF 
VPMER Tare , ' od 

SUREA CL : (beh hueee hence nbeg 

CorcoR or PANnd As x | Misch 

SAME. Quhély or , 
DRO dans , Just DARKER’ Nore: 

| Srevenes MADE NErT PAY 

[2 

Saercnts RD  |LcustPATL - (Ocore — ee | | | ILCOSTRATE }§=6GERERA = IMPBSSST ONS. 

(attr le NS / J OT St 2& ble | his7 Dosh fPOKnN §=LIFE 

T
H
A
Y
E
R
’
S
 
G
U
L
L
 

P
R
 
e
e
 

SUMPES GE WINGS 6R TAC og |



Ys-te 

DOCUMENTATION OF EXTRAORDINARY BIRD SIGHTING 

Thaver's Gull 1 ¢tirst year. 10 Dec 1985. Red Rock Res.., Marion Co, 1A 
Thomas H. Kent, 211 Richards st.. fowa City, [A S2240 

Cither observers present: Cari Hendort, Joe Schautenbuel, Darwin 

kOen1La. 

fame: 2:25 to 2:50 FM 

Habitat: Des Moines river below reservoir, outlet area; mostly open 

water but some ice, reservoir trozen above dam. 

Description: “2:25...Cdescription ot tirst year Glaucous Gulld... 

jnere is another bird that 1 am looking at that 15 small, perhaps in 

the ranoe ot the smallest Herring Gull. It has a small thin bill with 

a little light in the basal part of the bill. The bird 1s overall very 

light agray: distinctly darker than the Glaucous Gull and grayer. The 

Glucous Guil is a pinkish gray, whereas this bird 18 a grayish gray. 

{t has a slightly darker area around and behind the eye, sharply cut 

otf betore it gets to the nape. Leg color is ditticult to judge. | 

seems to have shorted leas than the adjacent second year Herring bull. 

jhe primaries in the sitting bird are slightly dark. We haven't seen 

the bird in tlight well yet. Perhaps a [hayer’s Gull.” 

Later: “Cari was able to get the bird to fly Lusing arm raising 

technique described by Jim Tuckerld. I kept it in my scope tor several 

minutes, getting good looks at it. The underwing 15 silvery white trom 

the secondaries to the tip of the primaries. The upper surface ot the 

wing appears to be unitormly brown, maybe slightly darker at the outer 

eddqe otf the primaries. The bird 1s overall the same color. I didn't 

get a great look at the tail, but saw the underwing silvery pattern 

very well.” , 

Later "2:50 I[‘m leaving Red Fock. It started to snow neavily. Carl, 

doe Schaufenbuel, and Darwin Koenig were there. I took pictures of the 

Thayer's Gull. Carl saw the tail and said it had a banded darker tip, 

the tip was the same color as the rest of the bird. The outstanding 

features as tar as I[ was concerned was the unitromity ot the upper 

wing surtace, except tor slight darkening on the trailing edge ot the 

distal primaries; the undersurtace, however, showed the bright silvery 

light coior extending all through the secondaries and primaries to the 

tip o+t the wing. On the sitting bird we were impressed by the 

relatively small size compared to the Herrings: thin straight bill, 

mostiy dark, perhaps some lighter tlecks at the base; smali head size; 

and gray patch around the eye, cut otf behind the eye." 

{ torgot to mention the unitormity of color of the head, neck, and 

breast without the mottling seen in the first year Herring Gulls. The 

bird was iighter than the lightest tirst year Herring, but not as 

light as the only other first year Thayer's 1 saw at Alton Dam. The 

light that If saw at the base of the bill may have been a retlection, 

as Cari did not see it. 

Fhotographs (in order taken): 

1. Bird standing among Herring Gulls appears smaller with smaller head 

and shorter, thinner bill: underparts lighter and plainer than 

immature Herrinags. These birds flew and we think this is the same bird 

as in the next photo. The color ditterence could be due to ditterent 

relection trom the background. 730 mm Celestron tens with “x extender. 

Z. Bird sitting on ice facing camera. Shows gray appearance that we 

noted. ihe gray face patch was well seen when this bird truned its
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head. 1 tollowed this bird tor several minutes with my window mounted 

telescope when it took ott trom this position. Celestron lens. 

%. his 16 the tirst shot 1 took of the tlying bird atter switching 

lenses and stepping trom the car. fhe adapter ring was not set 

correctly so the picture was underexposed. The silvery primaries 

contrast with the underwing coverts. There 1s a hint ot darkness at 

the tip of the tail. 

4, Bird tlying away aqainst snow covered dam, slightly out of tocus. 

Tne upper wing surtace appears to be oft very unitorm color and the tip 

o+ the tall 16S darker than the base. 

S, Bird in water with +t1ish, wings raised. Ihe silvery primaries ot the 

right wing appear to be lighter on the medial side ot the teathers. 

4. Side view ot tiyving bird with wings raised, siiqhtly moved or out 

o+t +tocus. White primaries with darker wing lining, light body, darker 

tip to tail are seen. 

Behavior: similar to other gquils--resting on snow and ice and teeding 

over autlet area. In flight the bird appeared a little smaller and 

slimmer than the Herrinas, aithough this was subjective. I spent the 

minutes 1 tollowed the bird in the scope concentrating on the wing 

pattern. 

Conditions: Overcast, turning to snow, about 20 F, not much wind. 

Hird seen at 25 to 75 yards (estimate) with 10x binoculars, 20x scope, 

and 1500 and 420 mm camera lenses. Flying photos taken with £10 mm 

zoom lens with 2x extender using 1000 ASA film at about 171000 second, 

resting photos with 750 Celestron lens with 2x extender at about f 11 

and 1/1000 sec. 

Similar species: The entirely light tlight feathers trom below, 

uniform upper wing surtace, head and bill size, gray face patch seem — 
to separate this bird trom first year Herring Guils. The darkness of 

the bird and dark tip to tail exclude Iceland Gull. The unitorm upper 
wing and dark bill exciude California Gull. 

Agreement: Carl was most certain. 1 did not get a definite opinion 

form Joe and Darwin. I understand the bird was seen later by Beth and 

Mark Frescholdt. 

Frevious experience: i have previousiy misidentitied two first year 

Herring Gulls as Thayer's and seen one first year Thayer's at Alton 

Dam. { nave been studying Herring Gull caretully the past tew years in 

hopes ot finding lowa’s first Thayer's Gull. 1 have not seen a first 

year iceland tsull. , 

 Reterences/time used: Looked at tield quides and gull books two days 

betore, used National Geographic Guide during observation, looked at 

Lehman s articie betore tinal typing and atter viewing photos. 

Time ot nmotes/typed: Dictated during and immediately atter obpservatian 

as quoted above. Fhotos described while typing this report tour days 

later.



DOCUMENTATION FORM for extraordinary bird sightings in Iowa = 

What species? Thayer's Gull (Larus thayeri) How many? 1 in 1st winter pl. 

Location? At dam of Red Rock Reservior, Marion County, Iowa 

Type of habitat? Flying around the open water area below the spillway of the dam 

When? date(s): December 14, 1985 time: 1:05 pm to 2:pm 

Who?your name and address: Francis L. Moore, 336 Fairfield St., Waterloo, IA 50703 

others with you: Bob Myers, Perry 

others before or after you: !om Kent, Steve Dinsmore, mob. 

Describe the bird(s) including only what you observed. Include size, shape, details 
of all parts (bill, eye, head, neck, back, wing, tail, throat, breast, belly, under 
tail, legs, feet). Also mention voice and behavior. 

We noticed the bird after bing at the spillway area for about 1 hour; watching two 
_Glaucous Gulls for about 30 minutes before this gull came into view. One of the 
Glaucous was a white bird, probably a second winter bird and the other was a creamy- 
buff color, probably a first winter bird. When we first noticed the Thayer's type 
gull it had flaired after catching a small fish from the water. The underwing linings 
were of a very light brown color with no contrasting areas seen. The sun was somewhat 
behind the bird and the primaries and secondaries looked translucent. The underside 
of the primaries were all one single light brown color with no darkness showing toward 
the outer feathers. The bird was slightly smaller than the Herring's that were flying 
nearby most of the time. It also had a smaller looking head and smaller bill. The 
bill was black. The feet were pink. The eye was dark. The upper surface of the bird 
was a medium brown color and was lighter looking than any of the Herring's present. 
The head, back, saddle area and upper wing surface was a darker shade of brown than the 
front of the neck and breast and belly. The primaries were definately a darker brown 
than the rest of the upper wing, but not nearly as dark as the Herring's were. When 
ijt sat on a sand bar across the river the primaries of this bird was about half as dark 
as the lightest of the Herring's. The tail had a darker subterminal band than the rest 
of the tail and upper tail coverts. The tail band was also quite wide, maybe one-half 
or more of the tail. The bird was basically the same color overall with very little 
contrast between any areas except the upper surface of the primaries and the subterminal 
tail band. The bird was closest in size to the Herring's close by and definately smaller 
than the two Glaucous near by. 

Similar species and how eliminated: Darker tail band and darker upper surface to the 
primaries eliminates Iceland Gull. Very light underwing serface with no contrasting 
coloration in the primaries and a lack of contrast from the back to the upper tail area 
helps to eliminate Herring Gull. : 
Did any one disagree or have reservations about identification? Yes 
One or more observers thought the bird to be an Iceland Gull. 

If yes, explain: 

Viewing conditions: give lighting, distance (how measured), and optical equipment: 
Bright and sunny, excellent viewing conditions. Seen from about 50 or 60 feet at 
closest using 10X40 Leitz binoculars, 25X Bushnell] telescope and Celestron C90 33X 
telescope. 

Previous experience with species and similar ones: No previous experience with Iceland 

or Thayer's Gull (One documentation not accepted), somewhat familiar with Herring Gull. 

References and persons consulted before writing description: NGS Field Guide and Grant, 
Harrison notes dictated on tape recorder at time of sighting. 

How long before field notes made? time of sightinghis form completed? 4 days 

MAIL TO: T. H. Kent, Field Reports Editor, 211 Richards Street, Iowa City IA 52240



DOCUMENTATION FORM for extraordinary bird sightings in Iowa Aes 

What species? Thayer ‘s Cuff (Lorus Chayeri ) How many? / —- sok: bive 

Location? Kred frock keservoir - Marien Co. dee 

Type of habitat? Spibhuoy orea bales main allies — Of&7 Pr 

WS Mt 
When? date(s): Gee. YW SIKS” time: oe a a “ von— SHH Mowe bist 

: @e /eSt 

Who?your name and address: Gob Myers £42 bx Arn ,Bwo $0220 

others with you: Froncus 4oore 

others before or after you: 77708. 

Describe the bird(s) including only what you observed. Include size, shape, details 
of all parts (bill, eye, head, neck, back, wing, tail, throat, breast, belly, under 
tail, legs, feet). Also mention voice and behavior. 

Basie size +shope= Very similar 7o hercing gel 
Color= Medium & ghter Zhen fin CAium bron C Migh fer Wan high tes? 1% thy haves: 

brown Pri ; es ih ee 
h Primaries G,, dorsal side) = Jail hack darker 

ba nol T WsT S$ c> hind Ee) brig hF . brown — Ter my nef 
S4n and jt « A of, 

te fo. gh Gece ed almost ag J : 

COIS Mi oe, : | y) / bid jQ*0s ecliety sone da -ker The wie “1hgs oppeereal/ white A 
pe oe Eye 4206 ob 7 % ena cee: 

a a Ke Gill 308 dyke Chlack). 
fo rker- dorsa/ PN merves aaa! Jail devi Wee med. browon . OLN « Did not Shoso a high Fern Cah Teh) 

The gull was dSinitely sr c/ly 4 ramp a 
JT | 

onal wt See s/ze ad Sem 

gs showing s. Primonves, 

gel wes very uniSorm 

~~ errings atken Ao, 
TES Gloucous g¢s with ofgo present, 

belaseon This binfo nc! > Sard Aommngs on Thee. 

imil ecies and how eliminated: ) Simi ar *P ht n ™ min Lack o§ controgts Cro white romp) ond white undewshe oe 

woings elimdrele herritg gu, Tail. bend — ae 
4 an ond la.ker- ay ror Primers elimine e Tcelansd, 

Did any one disagree or have reservations about identification? Yes 

If yes, explain-~ éslieve at kos? ore observer Thought bind was on —eohnd goll 

Viewing conditions: give lighting, distance (how measured), and optical equipment: — 

Sright SdY7nY fag ~ chsast observahén oer obealk SO-b0' FE, — ased /OXx#O Srees 

and 25% Scope. , 

Previous experience with species and similar ones: “* experience, wilh ZRelond on ‘accopted'Theyork, 
_L Gm someck,f Somilar mw I¢ herein gells. 

References and persons consulted before writing description: MGS guide + Cron 

How long before field notes made? on He sect this form completed? Sdlays 

MAIL TO: T. H. Kent, Field Reports Editor, 211 Richards Street, Iowa City IA 52240 



DOCUMENTATION FORM for extraordinary bird sightings in Iowa Yo-2e : 

What species? Thay C i~ ‘< Gu l/, ist Winter How many? [ 

Location? Red Rck 

Type of habitat? below Spr ilwey , with rese ruetr.a.bo VE Circ Z€P) 

When? date(s): NEecember ll /9FS time: 2/257 to Ar ¥o 

Who?your name and address: Be th ~ NMowrk Vee escholdt ) ZLisctom ‘. TF cusg 

others with you: Fugen ied Elo 1 3€ Arm > bron b # De any Th om p75 on 

others before or after you: Car / Bender}, Bob Myers, bran cis Moore Tom keat— 

Describe the bird(s) including only what you observed. Include size, shape, details 
of all parts (bill, eye, head, neck, back, wing, tail, throat, breast, belly, under 
tail, legs, feet). Also mention voice and behavior. 

tohen Armstrongs and Denny Thompsentirst called car attentyer 

tothis bird we Saw 4 P02 lorr aie stl hak the Size of 

0. Herryn Gal/, but /ighter Shan / arf) fer - Galls and 
darker than the Glaucous Gal/ we Aad been watching Jaa dour, 

This bird had an sverall unsform ght Grey- Fan celer acress 

the mantle and upper Prvmarves hut the sand ex tha h? hea ther 

Were Q silvery-white almost translucent appear’ nG,— @ 

sharp contrast 40 the rest ef the fen under par 45, 

A broad uniterm tail band wes a dark chocelate brown off 

the same gua lit of Drown as the bea. : onl darhke » chee 

Contra sting with the blacker HerringGui/s’tarl Lands, 
There was a@ dark smudge around the dyes The biil was dar 
although we didn't Compare Si2i of Shape sf bill «Aead orth 
Herricg Pa Hs as we Sawit only in fl ght There is no deubs yp 
btm mikes Shak Shige wes @ (rere ter eet Ger 

att = 
Similar species and how eliminated: Herren 4 Gull Crecens Se be | 

¢ 

Did any one disagree or have reservations about , uel herr agal ye Se rva tion > G és 

~ After reading pe ing we could find, we are 

| Viewing conditions: give lighting, distance (how measured), and optical eq _— | J 

| wll SUN, GR PYOR: AO t | at clese range Ao $0 yar sy O/AOCU IAS 

(we Saw /t only 4s 1 Lew SO Sidn if use see es) { 

Previous experience, with species and a 2 ones i? tad aR ayer $, 2 Cladeo“s 

oni that day — Herring of Course Ke bbias 4 

_ References and persons’consulted before writing descri ion: Vaticna/ Co MWe, 

Aaduben's Master rade er Brrding, Pec MSO, Article bx hal Lehn ? Ad Mic bl o0,M6 4 
How long before field notes made? at eNCe this form completed? Dec Al q ao 

MAIL TO: JT. H. Kent, Field Reports Editor, 211 Richards Street, Iowa City IA 52240



Yaw, Lbideiwrw we ® => as fe en eewV aw a EE Ee ae TE Ne ne ee ne eg Pe ne ee a 

BIRDS: VERIFYING DOCUMENTATION OF AN EXTRAORDINARY SIGHT RECORD. oy 

i. Species_ Thayer's loy | | 2. Number: ] 

3. Location Hailwaters of Re Rock Dou Maren er re 

4. Date: (>A fe __5. Time Bird seen: i:3o « se >: 6H) 

6. Description of size, shape and color-pattern (describe in great detail all parts of the 

plumage,- and beak and feet coloration, in addition, to the diagnostic characteristics, 

| but include only what actually was seen in the field): Uni form ly bow . | 

Aypuved te be the same shacle » £ checolute- brown on both the body on Tat | 

was —_ with no such termine baud. N.> bee k \n tly Wing .. Underside gl primaries 

WAS MUC sahteor thaw westot ur Md | of pprernn, +ruusluscen i when bivd wit § ouer howd »-A+ 

time s appeared +o be ot lew hahver Heathers ov upper primaries aud in cecondavies but 

only 14 ceyta(u hha We, B. \\ We s all dark : Gize ote hevring qul|, Couldu't ae + ea¢or 

7. Description of voice, if heard: hey calev. 3 

8. Tiga eee of behavior: Fed wg with herring qu ily he mes dean, Occasion ally 

3. Gabitac 4 fy ,warer, : | : 

specific: | 

10. Similarly appearing species which are | epee by questions 6, 7 & 8, Explain: Stuck out 

fam {ot-y-2cr herring qu lls by leck of blacle Im the primatier, so had « unctorn bruwn body 

plumage while Larvning quills appeared claclior on bu bc lotchy low king ae Much: deer ker than Y mued 

11. Distance (how measured)? As clove as yas. | 12. Optical equipment: 

«OX secure 7x3F dino s 
13. Light, (sky, light on bird, position of sun in relation to ne and you): i 

cok SUN. lov CMa Myth writ, reait, so gut ceveru Ae tang les ov + lire, 
14. Previous = Sa ith — species and similarly appearing species: Pawwartes always 

N) with hay er’ nuic with FUNG , ot poured ht htey 

15. Other cbservers: ~) ? n| : 

Cones Elise Armstrong. Marke Reeth Preschvellt, : 
16. Did the others agree with ycur Peace catipn? , 

(oenes B losse did, Marlee Beth sAvll ork ug e fait uJ hen: wrt aie 
17. Other observers who independently identified this bird: e 

Tow [Lent hae page | ble Thayer un IL/ 19 , | ePgssi 
18. Books, illustrations a advice consulted, and how did these influence this description: 

Used Harrisors Scabies while watching the quill. Biel lobed darker than Hair sen's 1] fe stvatia, 

mone closely resembles clerk-phese on p.ISX oF Mat!) becraip he quede 

19, How long after observing this bird did you first write this description? 4 Au s. 

es Denes Lhewyss0 Address: 2 0(4 uy 4 lst 

Signature 

Date:___} a Ee City, State: De. Yo mes ye”, 

WY | (over) 



DL knows this sce triclty dente freee tom, Bird wes defferedf 
Hom the herring qu lle i+ wat Fenching with, The unc form body alr wes 
Obviou Sas Lm s the lac ke of block ee) joiag-ip s YW) her wert ch vg tt. =e 

“brown Herring gulle could alway s see black in the wie tyas , Let 

east ly i (ou ldu-t gat structure of thy bi Uf, Even, time LS CM C£utvert 
Oy iT, As 4Ves wou led Wu ter U9. a cole |) 

alway s pck if i fa 

Hse had 1D ‘Cray P urtndae. Feeling at the buce of Say lorvi lle 
| | Dam on lees, nny Livgt fo P| k Co, 

Beawty SM .


