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VOTE: 7 A-D 

A-D, Unusual time of year for this species to appear. All the 

key features of first year bird well described. | 

A-D, Interesting date but probably fitting for this peculiar 

spring. 

A-D, I wrote Tom Johnson and he replied that April 26 is the 

correct date, not April 2 as he had indicated. Only the broken 

tail band suggests molt to first-summer plumage, but perhaps 

early fading of the black areas would not be noticeable. 
Kittiwakes are the same length as Ring-billed Gulls but have a 

much shorter wing span. Otherwise, the characteristic marks of a 

first-year kittiwake are noted. Midwestern states have 2 to 6 

spring records of kittiwakes with the most in April and almost 

all first-year birds. 

A-D, Tom Johnson says April 2. Which is correct? Description 

is adequate, although surprising plumage for a spring migrant.
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