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VOTE: 3 A-D, 4 NA 

NA, Difficult. One observer heard vocalizations but did not give detailed description, and other 

observer described bird but did not hear calls. Neither mentioned hearing double-note call that 

would be most distinct from call of Am. Crow. No Am. Crow present for comparison; | am uncertain as 

to how much a Common Grackle would afford a good comparison. Audubon Society Encyclopedia of North 

American Birds (Teres 1980 page 137) gives measurements which indicate considerable size overlap 

between Am. and Fish Crows. He also mentions more slender body and longer, more slender wings. In 

favor of this sighting is increasing northward movement of Fish Crows in recent years. 

NA, | fear that | may be setting an impossibly high standard for non-specimen reports of this 

species, but | have a hard time bringing myself of accept something of this importance on one field 

mark, a call. Clearly, all other marks are subjective such as size and bill size, assuming there IS 

a difference in the latter. In support of this record, | think it is highly unlikely that this is an 

immature American Crow. While nesting has been reported from lowa in late March, the interval from 

nest initiation to fledging makes it highly unlikely that this was a just-fledged American Crow. 

This report reminds me of an even stronger description (based on behavioral clues) by Tim Brush (as 

| recall) a year or two ago, which was also turned down by the committee. Dr. Brush’s report was 

from this same approximate area. | have a lot of sympathy for this record, and feel it is very 

likely correct. On the Illinois Spring Bird Count this spring, | saw and heard what sounded like a 

fish crow near the Mississippi River near Nauvoo. For reasons noted above, | did not report it. With 

regard to lowa reports, | hope the committee can come up with a workable criteria for dealing with 

future Fish Crow records. 

NA, | think we should expect an occasional Fish Crow to move up the Mississippi River, but | am 

at a loss to know how best to "prove" those occurrences. The two characteristics noted -- size and 

voice -- are subjective criteria which are much more easily applied to known populations than to 

vagrants. The American Crows | see appear to come in a variety of sizes, deviating from the average 

to a considerable extent. The description of the call sounds good for Fish Crow and it is 

unfortunate the observers were not able to tape record this for analysis, especially since it was 

observed on four different occasions. Do we know for sure what the nesting cycle of the American 

Crow is so that we can definitely rule out a juvenile bird? 

A-D, This is a very difficult species to identify. Visual identification alone seems to me to be 

wishful thinking. McKay’s comparison of the sounds with the tape and previous experience, along with 

a previous sighting from the same area by an experienced observer tips the balance for me. We should 

reconsider the previous record and accept both or neither. The closest records are from Mason and 

Pike counties in IL and Pike County in MO. The Pike counties are opposite each other south of 

Hannibul. Mason Co. IL is south of Peoria on the IL R., just south of the level of the lowa border. 

NA, There is a size overlap between Fish and Am. Crow, size comparison given not reliable for 

this species. We have had records similar to this before and have had the same problem and voted 

them NA prior to this. | think we need to have recordings for the records committee or at least some 

idea if the range for Fish Crow is progressing up the Mississippi and getting anywhere close to 

lowa. | have heard of several other people who have gone to look for this bird but could not find it 

again. This very well could be a good record for Fish Crow but | still have doubts.
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A-D, Believable descriptions of a not unexpected species expanding range in Miss. Valley. 

RE-VOTE (by mail 1995): 5 A-D, 2 NA 

NA, Nothing has occurred that would convince me to change my vote on these two records (91-23 and 

94-14) although this one is the more convincing of the two. 

NA, Although Fish Crow may be present, why aren't there any sightings form other months besides 

late Apr and May? | am not sure juvenile Am Crow has been eliminated. 

A-D, Although we do not yet have a recording of this species, multiple “sound” records over 4 

years are enough to confrim that this species is present in lowa. 

A-D, Evidence is mounting on this species in southeast lowa. This record could be taken as the 

first sighting of an incursion of this species into the state. The documentation does not 

specifically state that the bird was seen calling at the same time that it was in sight; in voting 

A-D | am presuming that that was the case. 

A-D (as before). 

RE-VOTE (by mail 1995): 6 A-D, 1 NA 

A-D, Multiple sound identifications convince me that this bird has moved up the Mississippi 

Valley. Reports are limited to April-May because later dates preclude eliminating juvenile American 

Crows. ID based solely on size, however, is inconclusive. 

A-D, These records hinge on call note. Should it have been two-noted. 

A-D, McKay doc. 

A-D, No change from my previous vote.
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DOCUMENTATION FORM oe 
For Extraordinary Bird Sightings in ‘Iowa 

What species? fey sh. Cro ; / How many? 
Big Ti2aber Waite gt OP mmK Titi Mahbrg] NIMC RF WGC YTOVW, 2.0 ses do vast, 

Location? pf-KiJwecKw Md rag TAs Jar ivrg Jo cared 8. Um,Jes Sond2, AtS)2 nS at» IG, ps Favor, 
Read XG) , a | 
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When? date(s): 4~QS- be B 5-2 re 1 Fa: es a sin Be 54 4AY ne: S020 190 6«4feasS” 

Vho? your name and address: Lily Kay 6793 P48, ve. VMILEe res bho > 

Others with you: N) Ke Ber o25Ste yas SEUSS 

Others before or after you: _ pekigerido ( Sehry White; Fete Fetersey : Eran By, ie) 

Describe the bird(s) including only what you observed. Include siz 
head, neck, back, wing, 

e, shape, details of all parts (bill, eye, 
tail, throat, breast, belly, undertail, legs, feet). Also mention voice and behavior. 
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Similar species; how eliminated: 
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Prteilan Cronk ~ 

Did any one disagree or have reservations about the identification? 22.0 
If yes, explain: 

Viewing conditions: give lighting, distance (how measured), optical equipment. Tt WAS farby choy dy ( Shoo 4s ce Wis, dy np phe tine \ byt griphb. Thirttere liboby wp EXCtMAL , The Lond WS AyPray. 2S-/00 fred ers Reet Candets ) 4 
/7120/ ta AOXYR wid Arg brYoculars, 
Previous experience ,with species and similar ones: Viry eypperrtaced pyspd FAP0I-CA 20 Cron, Ys Pub SbC/D _—,, f°34, Cons 

About 7D YAS UF 0/2 Whe NIrV Cay) ng COMSD, 
peheriiais ras Aired wield before writing description: 
MV tt 1-20 Cop b-c Fie Aspe | — 
FEte Seo Casselve JA. r7- pt 4 40795 ph Lastryn/ Gebt_q/ aS. 7 
How long before field notes made? 3) Yes, this form completed? / day 

/ 
Send completed form to Field Reports or CBC editor (address on back cover of lowa Bird Life).
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VULCUMENIALION FUKM 
For Extraordinary Bird Sightings in ‘Iowa 94-14 

What species? ae WCvow : How many? — Owe 

Location? pet Va on Fa Litt big i ime fe, ne A Figg £4. 

Type of Habitat? Mige e Pins. ta wo. Si al ev ek 
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] fj x : . ; % _ ’ * 
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v 7 

Describe the bird(s) including only what you observed. Include size, shape, details of all parts (bill, eve, 
head, neck, back, wing, tail, throat, breast, belly, undertail, legs, feet). .Also mention voice and behavior. 
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Did any one disagree or have reservations about the identification? rci 
If yes, explain: | 
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How long before field notes made? Suite, this form completed? a has. 

Send completed form to Field Reports or CBC editor (address on back cover of lowa Bird Life).


