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VOTE: 7 A-D

A-D. Good descriptions of up to 8 Mountain Bluebirds, possibly
a family group.

A-D. All documentations elimiante any other species. Excellent
set of documentations.

A-D. Descriptions adequate to confirm ID.
REVOTE (29 Jul 1990): A-P
SENT TO: Bob Myers, RR2, Box 153, Perry, IA 50220; Steve
Dinsmore; Ann Johnson, 532 120th Ave., Norwalk, IA 50211; Jim
Fuller, 6 Longview Knoll, RR6, Iowa City, IA



Brown-headed Cowbird A young bird was seen being fed by a Northern Cardinal in lowa
City on 20-21 Jul (DRP)

Orchard Oriole: 1-4 were lound in Cerro Gordo, Fremont. and Kossulh (2 broods) counties

House Finch: | receved lew repons. perhaps an indication of the abundance of this species
They nested in Rippey. Greene Co (SAL)

Red Crossbill: 2 were reporied at Boone on 5 Jun (Lois Selil fide JJD) and a female was at the
4-H camp near Luther Boone Co on 22 Jun (Jim Pease flide JJD delails)
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Carol A. Alexander (CAA ). Fairfield: Pam Allen/Reid Allen (PA/ReA), West Des
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I. Cecil (RIC), Des Moines. Anne Crane (AC), Clive: Fred Crane (FC), Clive;
James J. Dinsmore (JI1D). Ames. Stephen J. Dinsmore (SJD). Ames; Bery
Engebretsen (BE). Des Moines. James L Fuller (JLF), lowa Cuv: Rua Goranson
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Sioux City, NE; Laura S Juckson tL.5J), Madrid; Ann M Johnson (AMJ), Norwalk:
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Sinclair (JSi), Indianoli. Sue | Spieker (8JS). Norwalk: Dan Varland (DV). Ames:
Jan L. Walter (JLW). Mason Cuy. Hank Zaletel (HZ). Colo

COMMENT

The latest “fad” in conservation circles i concern for a number of species, mostly
songbirds, that nest in North America and winter in Central or South America. Many
of these "neotropical mugtanisare forest dwellers although technically the group
includes Dickcissel. Upland Sandpiper, and both cuckoos. For the last several years |
have tried to include here intormation on a number of these species that nest in lowa,
From my perspective. several of these species seem somewhat less common now
than a few years ago. These include Wood Thrush, Veery. Cerulean Warbler. and
Orchard Oriole. Tell me wha you think in your report next summer. Some of us in
lowa hope that by then there will be 4 more systematic way available 1o survey these
species.

4024 Arkansas Dr . Ames 50010
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MOUNTAIN BLUEBIRDS AT LAKE ANITA STATE PARK

SHARON STEFFFENS AND RON JOHNSON

On 4 March 1989, we drove 1o Lake Anita State Park neaw
Anmita in northeastern Cass County 10 see if any Eastern
Bluebirds had retumed 10 the area. While searching the scatiered
trees near the emergency spillway at the southwest arm of the
lake. we were surprised to find a flock of about 25 Mountain
Bluebirds. With their deep blue upperparts and light blue-grav undersides. the birds
were easily idennfied. We had a video camera with us and were able to get some
footage of the birds. The next day we returned to the park and were able 10 find only
cight birds by the spillway but found a single bird a1 the picnic area near the main
dam. That evening we called the lowa Bird Line 10 report our find. A few days later
we found only six birds. and on 11 March we could find only four birds. We last saw
the Mountain Bluebirds on 22 March when we saw three 10gether. We also saw ow
firsi Eastern Bluebirds on that date. Numerous other birders visited the park and saw
the Mountain Bluebirds with the last report being on 24 March (/81 59:83)

Mountain Bluehird ar Lake Anita Stare Park 4 March 195G Protograph by Sharon
Sreffens

This is the fifth accepred record on Mountan Bluebids i lowa(Dinsmore er al
1984, Livingston 1985, IBL 55:28.29) and a sixth was recorded Lner in March 1984
(Thelen 1989). By month the other birds were tound 1n March (2 records). April (2
records). and December-February  This is the only record 10 involve more than 2
single bird, and the occurrence of  flock of 25 birds i unprecedented for lowa or
other Midwestern states. Since bluebirds commonly nugrate in flocks. it seems
reasonable 1o assume that these birds hecame disoniemed dunine migration and
wandered 1o lowa
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LONG-BILLED CURLEW IN POTTAWATTAMIE COUNTY
W. ROSS SILCOCK

On 4 July 1990, 1 visited the lowa Power and Light (IPL)  ——— {

ponds in extreme southwestern Pottawattamie County. Very poes L
few birds were present, most notably the resident Piping | B —
Plovers, but my attention was drawn to a large shorebird —_

preening near the water's edge. Closer examination by tele-

scope showed thal the bird had a very long decurved bill, no head stripes overall
evenly and finely barred brownish-gray plumage, and long bluish legs. During
preening, the wings were often extended to exhibit diagnostic cinnamon wing
linings. These features identified the bird as a Long-billed Curlew, a conclusion
concurred with by Tanya Bray, who arrived soon after I did and also saw this bird. It
did not stay long, however, allowing a total viewing time of only about 20 minutes.
The Records Committee of the lowa Omithologists' Union has accepted this record.

This is only the third record of this species in Iowa in the last 50 years. Carl
Priebe observed one with a Marbled Godwit at the Riverton area in Fremont County
11 April 1989 (Priebe 1990), and one collected 12 November 1968 in Emmet
County is now in the lowa State University collection (Priebe 1990).

Long-billed Curlew breeds throughout the interior western United States and
adjacent Canada in its preferred habitat of moist grasslands. Populations on the high
plains sections of the Great Plains are doing well, but populations further east are
not. The species has not bred for many years in lowa, Minnesota, Wisconsin, and
lllinois (Johnsgard 1981). The most easterly populations still doing well are in the
Nebraska Sandhills, western South Dakota, and southwestern Kansas.

Considering the disappearance of eastern breeding populations, the paucity of
records of migrants in lowa is not surprising. Most Great Plains long-bills
presumably migrate west of lowa to their wintering grounds in interior Texas and the
western Gulf Coast. Also strong flyers like Long-billed Curlew probably are non-
stop migrants. It is also possible that the very few recent records east of the current
breeding and wintering ranges are referable to the very small population which
winters on the southern Atlantic Coast.

The three lowa records cited above illustrate the timing pattern of this species’
migration. Spring migration occurs in April and early May, with most egg laying in
May and June (Johnsgard 1979). The 11 April 1989 Fremont County record appears
to have been an off-course spring migrant. As in many North American shorebirds,
fall migration timing differs by age-class (with varying amounts of overlap). Females
abandon the young when the latter are two or three weeks old, leaving the males to
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care for the brood (Johnsgard 1981). The Eurasian counterpart, the Curlew (Numenius
arquata), considered part of a superspecies with N. americana (Mayr and Short, 1970),
shows similar behavior. Females leave the brood to the males 10-20 days after the
young hatch and join other females to migrate (Cramp and Simmons 1983). Given
egg dates as early as 1 May in South Dakota (South Dakota Ornithologists' Union
1991) and 3 May in Saskatchewan (Bent 1928), and an incubation period of about 28
days (Johnsgard 1979), the 4 July bird in Pottawattamie County was probably a
female which laid eggs in late May, close to the peak laying date for the species, and
thus not at all unusual as a date of occurrence for a migrating female. The Emmet
County record probably is of a very late juvenile migrant, the last age class to
migrate. Such late dates (those in October and November) are unusual, and probably
indicate a tendency for juveniles to disperse before migrating south. Most migration
to wintering areas takes place in August and September. Indeed, all birds have left the
Nebraska breeding grounds by early August (Johnsgard 1979).
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CALIFORNIA GULL AT DAVENPORT, FIRST ACCEP’I‘E:D.IOWA
RECORD ‘

PETER C. PETERSEN

On Thanksgiving afternoon, 23 November 1989, Louise
Augustine of Peoria, one of Illinois’' top birders, called to say
she had just seen a California Gull on the ice at Credit Island
harbor in west Davenport. Mary Lou and I hastened to South.
Concord Street which provides an unobstructed view of the

harbor. We located the bird standing on the ice at 4:25 p-m. It was intermediate in
size between Herring and Ring-billed gulls which were standing with the California.
We noted the head and body were white with some brown streaking on the head. The
bill was yellow with a small dark area near the tip of the lower mandible. The legs
were gray green. The mantle was slightly darker than nearby Herring Gull mantles.
The head was very rounded, but eye color could not be determined. We observed the
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DOCUMENTATION FORM for extraordinary bird sightings in Jowa gq-tb

What species? MaunZain _@g—m/ How many?__ 7 (30”+ 4 €

Location? Lake Hnila S+~ fork

Type of habitat? {-/,’/4/]1 grassy e shore w78 areeié.r

When? date(s):_/Yareh 7 /98T time: /O Wopm to_ /D! ZOomm

Who?your name and address: Bl Mjc’r‘-.sl, /ﬂ?&_, Lox A5 3 /@rrjfﬁa)a. GDRR L
others with you: &ene ¥ Lhise ﬁ-ﬁ:ffoﬂg

others before or after you: éne. i Eé}se @pere aéo 72‘&@ W‘é’ aé:{ }e-gr-e,

Describe the bird(s) including only what you observed. Include size, shape, details

of all parts (bill, eye, head, neck, back, wing, tail, throat, breast, belly, under
tail, legs, feet). Also mention voice and behavior.

The pusfes were unmistakeble . Ty jca) bhchind sice o2/ Hs
Lt e wings, bock, hemely and dovsal il were a brithint Ve Caomoushet
/.'5/:7%% Tharn Lastern Bfael:c'mo. 7he E's andersieles were alee Lloe
bt " pale Ton  above. Gelly was ATk Eyes, Foct, ons/ /[
aﬂpea.—eo{ block. The f’{ Lere m«aA/ p— 1 Pd/.(e.w 77’-”; e 7 's.
ﬂej Gere. mere bmh‘qm\j wiTh a JHfe blussh Hrown 1 - esfx“"!{f
onthe wings ard Zil. Thein Thtool ssas groyish ord a very Aint
og cj(e-; /:u‘/' (s-ea[cﬂ:“-/_) caab/ Ae a/e-'f‘ec'{%o/ on a?‘ /cs:v_-ﬂ'ﬁ o7 ?'g
breost.

Similar species and how e]iminated:fasﬁrn Uae.fn'..sf asou/a{ :ﬂ(aw rmi//sl ,,;/747-::':;_
amel breasl: Westrn Lluebirds would be Aopker ord o/ S22 ches/P
&5 brensT-
Did any one disagree or have reservations about identification? %

If yes, explain:

Viewing conditions: give lighting, distance (how measured), and optical equipment:
Bf‘i'?#ﬁbmsr- Doist = ;ﬁad,c%md— #_s@p(/‘D)t}’dS LrelTz birocs:
onad AKowAH Scope.

Previous experience with species and similar ones: S one /7 Zowa seue-a/y@r; back

fo & Seo od7 w=sT - o
References and persons consulted before writing description: /Zpre

How long before field notes made? pse macf& this form completed? /ADCcaé

Spi )
MAIL T0: ¥ W 4emme. Fleld Reports Editor, 853 Riemmecs Smest, Ree G2y A G088
Pnk Myuome /-‘::?.a?,ﬁ’az 553 Per"‘—:‘ 3 SO0
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DOCUMENTATION FORM

SpeciesTMountain Bluebivrd
How Many?7 (3 males, 4 females or imm.) b
Location®.ake Anita S5.F., Cass Co.

Habitat?feeding in cedar tress near small lake.

Date™? Mar 198%
Time?3: 4442127 p.m.
Ohservers Name and address: Steve Dinsmore 4029 frkansas Dr. Gmes

Others who saw bird:Jd. Dinsmore, FP. Hertzel, m.ob. !

Description of bird:ffter a long search along the south side of the
lake, we finally located some bluebirds feeding in a small patch of
cedars. These birds had the typical stocky, short-tailed appearance
of a bluebird. Three of the birds(males) were bright tuwrquoise blue
on the head, neck, throat, back, wings, rump, and tail. The
underparts were off white., The bill was somewhat short and dark. The
birds flew with a typical stiff-winged, bobbing bluebird flight. The
other four birds(femaies or imm.) were paler than the males, with dull
blue-gray color on the upperparts. The underparts of these birds were
a bit grayer than those of the males. 0On several occasions, one or
mmore of the birds gave a nasal "chew” in flignt. A couple of the
males would also give a longer warbler when perched. I suspect that
these birds may have been a family group.

Similar species and how eliminated: The turquoise blue color on the
upperparts (muted in the females or imm.), whitish underparts, shape,
and flight patitern should eliminate other blue bhirds.

Viewing conditions and equipment:Viewing conditions were good with the
sun behind us. Estimated viewing distance was as close as 30 yards.

I used Buschnell 8x35 binoculars and a Buschnell 20-45y spotting
SCORe.

Frevious experience with species:] have seen many Mountain Bluebirds
in the western U.8. I am also familiar with Eastern Bluebirds.

[ PR W B R SR S G 0 S ., LA L

How long before field notes were madePwritten immediately after
gighting.

How long before this form was completed?s hours



DOCUMENTATION FORM
Bxtraordinary Bird Sightings In Iowa

Species: _Mountaln Blueblrd
Location: Lake Anita State Park, Cass County, 1A
Habitat: Mixed tran®ition woods and field edge with lake

Date(s): 3/9/89; 3/24/89 Time: 4:15 pm to_4:30 pm
2:25 am to 9:30 am

Name and Address: Ann Johnson, 532 120th Ave., Norwalk, Iowa 50211

Other observers: Beth Brown, Osceola, on 3/9/89

Describe the bird(s) including only what you observed. Include size, shape,
details of all parts (bill, eye, head, neck, back, wing, tail, throat, breast,
belly, under-tail, legs, feet). Also mention behavior and voice.

These birds were the same size as Eastern Bluebirds and were in fact with
Easterns both times I observed them. The males were a brilliant sky blue above
with the underparts a bit paler edging to white on the belly and undertail
coverts. The females were more of a grayish-brown with tinges of light blue on
the wings and tail. The underparts were very light colored. The birds all had
dark eyes and thin dark bills. The flock on 3/9/89 were giving call notes as
they milled around. Eight birds were observed on 9 March of which I believe
five were males. On 24 March I found only one pair.

Similar species and how eliminated:

Eastern and Western Bluebirds eliminated because of lack of rust on the breast;
Townsend's Solitaire eliminated because of no wing patch, no white outer tail
feathers and belly whiter on females; Blue Grosbeak/ Indigo Bunting eliminated
by lighter blue, thinner bill and size/shape differences

Did anyone disagree or have reservations about identification? No
If yes, explain:

Viewing conditions: give lighting, distance (how measured), and optical
equipment:

Good light on 9 March; fair to good on 24 March. The birds were observed the
first time at 50-100 yards through 7x26 binoculars and scope at 30x. The second
time they were seen only through binocs at about 100°'.

Previous experience with species and similar ones:
Species seen many times in the western mountains.

References and persons consulted before writing description:
None prior to field notes. Peterson consulted prior to writing documentation.

How long before field notes made? 6 hours How long before this form
completed? 1 month
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DOCUMENTATION FORM for extraordinary bird sightings in Iowa ¥G-16

What species?  Dpuwii, ., ALLEL/ L0 How many? 7
Location? AL A&E Awsi7w SIATE LA

Type of habitat? &40/ % A cta JS#Ps0d )

When? date(s): A2 MAREY time: 73S  to 7.%2 A7

Who?your name and address: 7.2 Auxige 6 Kowsobu buoe AE#E Zpup (7%
. —

others with you:

others before or after you: e B

Describe the bird(s) including only what you observed. Include size, shape, details
of all parts (bill, eye, head, neck, back, wing, tail, throat, breast, belly, under
tail, legs, feet). Also mention voice and behavior.

(vt BwsS wECE CEICECED WEHE THE SfRoZEn) KALE (2 mscsr
s Y FEmALEC) JHEY wER Si7me s At S, iy 7o
Tl CRRSS AP LEESI s o THE GRS . THELE LoflE

5 FAITECN GLUEL RLS pnTH THE - s ECE THE St FESI2E

s SuwrE S THE EQSTECR  GLn€Eiinl .  E P RLES wElE 7

f,ef BLu € Crioe ov THRE NERD, BACK tosves, grp T Let7H T E

lospéS Ao TAUL A LITEE DREEEL LLHE . Taor? LoAS d LW TE
7 pones S~ BLuE s LoD ER AT LwECFE ALl LIGHT BLZE

i whAS PALKL /”"”Afffi'gzﬂf /3 e £ NERD L SOTH . Eys o SEET

/3/25 AALK - TApee swS o planE oy B@Y- THECE cuhS 7;“_
~ -~ FGE g THE SFEMALES AP Loy~ Biat fosnt, O .
Lore oA HERZD  F é’N/ﬁ(//ﬂff—f Frwe 25 X

JSE g€ SN GRAT - B -
L/t?/ﬂﬂc. ;f et A W View BrRoas Biut  AHTZV 2

Lol ALl AHD AN EFwE Lol poplred  SobS  PPEE U
o LIGH TER.

THE AolDED
T Bl E

Similar species and how eliminated: £, /7#&< « JETTEw B o lebbreaS —B7F
rivtr SAwr ckpveE o BEEAST,

Did any one disagree or have reservations about identification? Ao

If yes, explain:

Viewing conditions: give 1ighting, distance (how measured), and optical equipment:
Cline Freck MO Lostoi TorRRD S w cot7y Saw s EIIT
AX3L BIJHGARS. SfEnr BT Ho= T8 £EEF

Previous experience with species and similar ones: SFro o578 A FHE [ E/ 7 A
oaCE NERE  LAmion), ZeiA

References and persons consulted before writing description:

How long before field notes made? /»»fp-#/7£ this form completed? SR AowlSs

MAIL TO: T. H. Kent, Field Reports Editor, 211 Richards Street, Iowa City IA 52240



